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COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO 216( STA)

"An Act adding the Inupiaq, Siberian Yupik, Central Al askan
Yup'ik, Autiiq, Unangax, Dena'ina, Deg Xinag, Holikachuk,
Koyukon, Upper Kuskokwim  Gach'in, Tanana, Upper Tanana,
Tanacross, Han, Ahtna, Eyak, Tlingit, Haida, and Tsinshian
| anguages as official |anguages of the state.”

- MOVED CSHB 216( STA) OUT OF COWM TTEE

COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 356( STA)

"An Act establishing the Advisory Committee on Wellness; and
relating to the admnistration of state group health insurance
policies.”

- HEARD & HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 216
SHORT TI TLE: OFFI CIl AL LANGUAGES OF THE STATE

SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) KREISS-TOWINS, M LLETT, EDGVON,
NAGEAK, HERRON

01/ 21/ 14 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 10/ 14
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01/21/ 14 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 21/ 14 (H CRA, STA

02/ 18/ 14 (H) CRA AT 8: 00 AM BARNES 124

02/ 18/ 14 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

02/ 18/ 14 (H) M NUTE( CRA)

02/ 19/ 14 (H) CRA RPT 5DP

02/ 19/ 14 (H DP: FOSTER, HERRON, DRUMMOND, LEDQUX,
NAGEAK

03/ 27/ 14 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 27/ 14 (H Heard & Held

03/ 27/ 14 (H) M NUTE( STA)

04/ 01/ 14 (H STA RPT CS(STA) 5DP

04/ 01/ 14 (H DP: KREI SS-TOWKI NS, | SAACSON, KELLER,
GATTI S, LYNN

04/ 01/ 14 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

04/ 01/ 14 (H Moved CSHB 216( STA) Qut of Conmittee

04/ 01/ 14 (H) M NUTE( STA)

04/ 16/ 14 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 16/ 14 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 216( STA)

04/ 17/ 14 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

04/ 17/ 14 (S) STA

04/ 17/ 14 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 17/ 14 (S <Pendi ng Referral >

04/ 18/ 14 (S) STA AT 8:00 AM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)

BILL: HB 356

SHORT TITLE: ADVI SORY COMM TTEE ON VELLNESS
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) SEATON

02/ 26/ 14 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
02/ 26/ 14 (H HSS, STA

03/ 20/ 14 (H HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 20/ 14 (H Heard & Held

03/ 20/ 14 (H M NUTE( HSS)

04/ 10/ 14 (H HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

04/ 10/ 14 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

04/ 10/ 14 (H M NUTE( HSS)

04/ 11/ 14 (H HSS RPT 2DP 3NR

04/ 11/ 14 (H DP: SEATON, NAGEAK

04/ 11/ 14 (H NR PRU TT, KELLER, H GG& NS

04/ 15/ 14 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

04/ 15/ 14 (H Moved CSHB 356( STA) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 15/ 14 (H M NUTE( STA)

04/ 16/ 14 (H STA RPT CS(STA) 2DP 1INR 1AM

04/ 16/ 14 (H) DP: | SAACSON, LYNN

04/ 16/ 14 (H NR  KELLER

04/ 16/ 14 (H) AM GATTI S
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04/ 17/ 14 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 17/ 14 (H VERS| ON:  CSHB 356( STA)

04/ 17/ 14 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
04/ 17/ 14 (S) STA

04/ 18/ 14 (S) STA AT 8:00 AM BELTZ 105 ( TSBI dg)

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE JONATHON KREI SS- TOWKI NS
Al aska State Legislature
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 216.

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON
Al aska State Legislature
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 356

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:03:11 AM

CHAIR FRED DYSON called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:03 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Welechowski, Coghill, Gessel, and Chair

Dyson.
HB 216- OFFI Cl AL LANGUAGES OF THE STATE

CHAI R DYSON announced the consideration of HB 216. [CSHB
216( STA) was before the comittee.]

8:03: 37 AM
SENATOR COCGHI LL noved Anendnent 1.

CHAI R DYSON obj ected for discussion purposes.

SENATOR COGHI LL explained that the anmendnent places the bill
under a different statute and ternms the |anguages listed in the

bill as "cerenonial" as opposed to "official."

8: 06: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JONATHON KREI SS- TOWKI NS, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, sponsor of HB 216, reviewed Senator Coghill's

anmendnent and asked if the intent is to nove the |anguage from
Chapter 44.12 to Chapter 44.009.

SENATOR COGHI LL answered yes; the amendnent would create a new
Sec. 44.09. 150.
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CHAI R DYSON offered to set the bill aside to give the sponsor an
opportunity to review the anendnent.

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS explained that the bill anends
Chapter 44.12 because that chapter addresses official |anguage.
He said he appreciates the intent of creating a new section in
Chapter 44.09, but has a slight hesitation. He advised that the
bal ance he hopes to strike is to inpose no obligation or burden
on government, but not nmake it appear that these |anguages are
in a display case and cerenoni al .

SENATOR COGHILL said his intention is to honor the |anguages
whi l e recogni zi ng that Al aska trades in English.

8:11: 07 AM
At ease.

8:12: 24 AM
CHAI R DYSON reconvened the neeting and recessed to a call of the
chair.

HB 356- ADVI SORY COWM TTEE ON WELLNESS

11:18: 28 AM
CHAIR DYSON reconvened the nmeeting and announced the
consideration of HB 356. [CSHB 356(STA) was before the
committee.]

11:18: 46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of
HB 356, introduced the bill paraphrasing the follow ng sponsor
st at enent :

HB 356 requires the Commi ssioner of the Departnent of
Adm nistration to inplenment procedures for decreasing
the incidence of disease in Alaska in order to hold
the inflation of healthcare costs of active and
retired Al aska state enpl oyees to 2% per year.

According to the Institute of Social and Econonic
Research, total health care spending in Al aska topped
$7.5 billion in Alaska in 2010, with state government
enpl oyers paying over $400 mllion. A major conponent

of our $12 billion wunfunded pension liability is
retiree healthcare costs. HB 356 requires the
Comm ssioner of Admnistration to put in place
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prograns that w Il decrease the incidence of disease
in State of Alaska enployees, both current and
retired, in order to hold the inflation of costs to 2%
per year.

This bill focuses on preventing the incidence of
di sease as opposed to treatnent of disease. Prevention
of disease is the policy approach unaninously
requested of the Governor by the |egislature through
HCR 5 in 2011. This is an area of healthcare where the
nost econom c inpact can be achieved. For instance,
recent studies show that an action as sinple as taking
a daily supplement of 5,000 IU of vitamin D can
dramatically reduce the risk of heart disease,
di abetes, cancer, autism gingivitis, and mny other
condi ti ons.

HB 354 creates an Advisory Conmittee on Wl |l ness which
is charged wth mking recommendations to the
Comm ssioner of Adm nistration on ways to decrease the
i nci dence of disease in Alaska. HB 365 will enforce a
paradi gm shift for the Departnment of Admnistration
and the Departnent of Health and Social Services. It
will require the agencies to inplenent policies to
keep Al aska state enployees healthy by preventing
di sease, rather than the conmon, reactive policy of
waiting until people get sick and then treating them

11:21: 23 AM
SENATOR G ESSEL asked how this advisory conmttee differs from
the Alaska Health Care Comm ssion (AHCC), which is already
est abl i shed.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied AHCC deals broadly wth all
Al askans, whereas the proposed Advisory Comrittee on Wl ness,
working within the Departnment of Adm nistration, would focus on
active and retired State of Alaska enployees and their
dependents to encourage participation in wellness neasures.

SENATOR G ESSEL questioned what woul d change with passage of the
bill, because she already sees that happeni ng.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON explained that the existing wellness
committee nmeet s i nfrequently and t he Depar t ment of
Adm nistration feels this would ensure that any reconmendations
are taken seriously. Al though AHCC has done sone things |ike
negotiate for |ower gym nenberships, it has limted ability and
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direction to tal k about such things as co-pays if DOA determ nes
it would be beneficial to the state in reducing health care
costs.

11: 23: 43 AM
CHAI R DYSON asked if he was saying that DOA can't negotiate co-
pays w t hout the proposed vol unteer conmttee.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON clarified that there is no statutory
direction for DOAto do that, but it has the authority.

CHAI R DYSON conmented that there is nothing to keep any group of
experts from forwarding suggestions and recommendations on to
DCA regardi ng enpl oyee health issues.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied that is correct, but there isn't a
formal process. He reported that there was great interest in the
advi sory group last year, but the departnents weren't required
to respond to their recomendati ons and the group fell apart.

11: 25: 05 AM
CHAI R DYSON questioned whether it couldn't be resurrected and
oper at e under existing statute.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said there's nothing that prevents it, but
there's nothing in statute that specifies that there's anything
to be done.

11: 25: 39 AM
CHAI R DYSON held HB 354 in comittee.

HB 216- OFFI Cl AL LANGUAGES OF THE STATE

CHAIR DYSON returned attention to HB 216. [Amendnent 1 was under
consi deration. ]

11: 26: 10 AM
SENATOR COGHILL restated that the intent of Amendnment 1 is to
place the bill in Chapter 44.09 that houses the state seal,

flag, and enblens. He noted that he and the sponsor were working
on a conprom se.

11: 28: 18 AM
REPRESENTATI VE JONATHON KREI SS- TOWKI NS, sponsor of HB 216, said
he wants to ensure that the language is still true to the spirit

of the bill while acknow edgi ng Senator Coghill's concern. It is
very clear in statute that English is the official |anguage of
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government and conmerce in Alaska. The bill was never intended
to touch that; its purpose is to bring these Native |anguages in
on an equal plane, because they are just as Al askan as English

He said he didn't object to noving the bill to Chapter 44.09 as
long as the wording in the bill still gives these Native
| anguages official status. He expressed hesitation about using
the term "cerenonial ."

CHAIR DYSON disagreed with using the term "cerenonial" and
suggested using the term "recognized;" it is neither official
nor cerenoni al .

11: 31: 37 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said he appreciates the effort to find a
conprom se, but his perspective is that the bill does not inpact

the voter passed initiative that enacted AS 44.12.320. It reads
as foll ows:

SCOPE

The English |l anguage is the | anguage to be used by all
public agencies in all governnent functions and
actions. The English |anguage shall be wused in the
preparation of all official public docunments and

records, including all docunents officially conpil ed,
publ i shed or recorded by the governnent.

He noted that Senator Coghill provided a Legislative Legal
menor andum that in part says:

In ny opinion, HB 216 would not create an additiona
duty of governnment to provide docunents in another
| anguage.

| do not believe that HB 216 would require printing

ballots and voting mterials in the official
| anguages. It is my opinion that HB 216 would not
pl ace any additional burdens on schools. It is ny

opinion that HB 216 would not require schools to teach
a second | anguage in the public school system

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said he understands Senator Coghill's
concern, but he believes the problens have been addressed and
the bill doesn't need change.

SENATOR G ESSEL noted that Sec. 44.12.310 says that the English
| anguage is the official |anguage of the State of Al aska.
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SENATOR COGHI LL agreed, adding that the bill would change that
so that English and the listed Native |anguages would be the
official languages of the state. He thought that would be
confusing, based on the findings and scope. He worried that this
coul d cause probl ens.

11: 36: 00 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS questi oned whet her noving the text
of the bill to Chapter 44.09 would be a fair conprom se.

SENATOR COCGHI LL agreed with the suggestion.

CHAI R DYSON suggested the commttee nove the bill and anend it
on the floor.

SENATOR COGHI LL offered to withdraw the amendnent and work with
t he sponsor on a floor anendnent.

11: 38: 30 AM
SENATOR COGHI LL wi t hdrew Anendnent 1.

SENATOR G ESSEL noved to report CS for HB 216(STA), |abeled 28-
LS0905\Y, from conmttee wth individual recomendations and
attached zero fiscal note(s).

CHAI R DYSON found no objection and announced that CSHB 216( STA)
is reported fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmttee.

11:39: 13 AM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Chair Dyson adjourned the Senate State Affairs Standing
Comm ttee hearing at 11:39 a. m
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