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February 21, 2013
9:06 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Fred Dyson, Chair

Senator Cathy G essel, Vice Chair
Senat or John Coghi | |

Senator Bert Stedman

Senator Bill W el echowski

VEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO 67(M.V)
"An Act establishing March 29 of each year as Vietnam Veterans
Day; and providing for an effective date."
- MOVED CSHB 67(M.V) OUT OF COW TTEE
SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO 36
"An Act relating to mssing vul nerable adult pronpt response and
notification plans."
- MOVED SSSB 36 OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 67
SHORT TITLE: VI ETNAM VETERANS DAY
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) THOMPSON

01/ 16/ 13 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 16/ 13 (H) MLV

02/ 07/ 13 (H) MLV AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 07/ 13 (H) Moved CSHB 67(M.V) Qut of Committee

02/ 07/ 13 (H) M NUTE( MLV)

02/ 08/ 13 (H) M.V RPT CS(M.V) NT 7DP

02/ 08/ 13 (H) DP; GRUENBERG SADDLER, H GG NS,
REI NBOLD, HUGHES, FOSTER, LEDOUX

02/ 13/ 13 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

02/ 13/ 13 (H) VERS| ON:  CSHB 67( M.V)
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02/ 15/ 13 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

02/ 15/ 13 (S) STA
02/ 21/ 13 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SB 36

SHORT TITLE: M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) ELLIS

01/ 25/ 13 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 25/ 13 (S) STA, JUD

02/ 08/ 13 (S) SPONSCR SUBSTI TUTE | NTRODUCED- REFERRALS
02/ 08/ 13 (S) STA, JUD

02/ 21/ 13 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE STEVE THOMPSON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of CSHB 67(M.V).

NATHAN ZENCEY, staff

Senat or Johnny Ellis

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Introduced CSHB 67(M.V) on behalf of the
sponsor.

SENATOR JOHNNY ELLIS

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SSSB 36.

M CHAEL VANVLEET, Social Wrk Intern

Warrior Transition Unit

Sol dier and Fam |y Assistance

Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support SSSB 36.

PATRI CK CUNNI NGHAM Board Menber

Al zhei mer' s Resear ch

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support SSSB 36.

DULCE NOBRE, Executive D rector

Al zhei ner' s Resource Agency of Al aska
Anchor age, Al aska
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support SSSB 36.
ACTI ON NARRATI VE

9: 06: 03 AM

CHAIR FRED DYSON called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:06 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Gessel and Stedman, and Chair Dyson.
Senators W el echowski and Coghill arrived shortly thereafter.

HB 67- VI ETNAM VETERANS DAY

9:06: 10 AM
CHAI R DYSON announced that the first order of business would be
HB 67 [CSHB 67(M.V) was before the conmttee.]

REPRESENTATI VE STEVE THOWSON, sponsor of CSHB 67(M.V), noted
that the bill is an Act that establishes March 29th of each year
as Vietnam Veterans Day. He read the following sponsor
st at enent :

In 2012, the United States Senate and the President
designated March 29, as Vietnam Veterans Day. This
year marks the 40th anniversary of the w thdrawal of
U.S. conbat and conbat-support units from Vi et nam

On March 29, 1973, all US. troops wthdrew from
Vietnam marking an end of the 10 year United States
mlitary involvenent. Upon their return, Vietnam
Veterans were not greeted with parades or triunphant
speeches such as the ones delivered at the end of each
of the Wrld Wars. Instead, Vietnam veterans returned
home to silence, and in sone cases, to abuse for
having served their country during a controversial
war .

House Bill 67 would dedicate March 29th of each year

as Vietnam Veterans Day in Alaska to comrenorate the

mlitary service of Anmerican nmen and wonen in Vietnam

The day may be observed by suitable observances and

exerci ses by civic groups and the public.

| want to thank the comrittee for hearing HB 67 today.
CHAI R DYSON asked if the vote was unani nous in the House.

REPRESENTATI VE THOWPSON said it was.
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CHAI R DYSON understood that there was extensive testinony at
that tine.

REPRESENTATI VE THOWPSON sai d there was. Several Vietnam Veterans
testified. He shared his own experience in the arny during the
Vi et nam er a.

CHAI R DYSON asked if anyone wi shed to testify. No one w shed to
testify.

CHAI R DYSON asked if there was any negative testinony regarding
the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVPSON said there was none.

SENATOR G ESSEL noved to report CS for HB 67, |abeled 28-
LS0308\U, from conmittee with individual reconmendations and the
attached zero fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHB
67(M.V) was reported from the Senate State Affairs Standing
Comm ttee.

9:10: 40 AM
At ease

SB 36- M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN

9:22:14 AM

CHAI R DYSON reconvened the neeting and announced the hearing of
SB 36. [SSSB 36 was before the conmttee.] Present were Senators
Coghill, Wel echowski, Stedman, and Chair Dyson.

SENATOR COGHILL noved to adopt SSSB 36, |abeled 28-LS0338\N, as
the working docunent before the conmttee. There was no
obj ecti on.

NATHAN ZENCEY, staff, Senator Johnny Ellis, sponsor of SB 36,
thanked the committee for hearing SSSB 36. He noted that a
simlar version of the bill passed the Senate l|last year 20 to
zero. He read the followi ng sponsor statenent:

This bill would ensure that the Departnent of Mlitary
and Veterans Affairs works together with the
Department of Public Safety to develop plans for state
and | ocal |aw enforcenent to quickly notify the nedia,
the public, and other |aw enforcenent agencies when a
vul nerabl e adult goes missing. A Silver Alert program
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here in Al aska, we believe, would establish clear

and

consi st ent l'ines of comuni cati on and devel op
efficient procedures for citizens, |aw enforcenent,

and nedia outlets to followin this situation.

We believe the preparation in this bill will ensure we

maintain an efficient system for activating

rapid

searches and nedia alerts for a senior citizen wth

Al zheimer's disease or denentia, or an adult

W th

mental disabilities when they are mssing, even when

| aw enforcenent agencies may be burdened by
response denmands in other areas or if they nay
experienced officers to retirenment or turnover.

hi gh
| ose

Thirty-eight other states have established Silver
Alerts or even nore extensive m ssing persons response
prograns. Despite this, Alaska has still not taken the

opportunity to design a dedicated response

notification program for our senior citizens

and
and

di sabl ed adults when they go m ssing. W believe that

due to the rapidly growing senior population here,

it

is inmperative that we establish this program to allow

our seniors and disabled adults to continue to

live

and retire here, which they are increasingly choosing

to do alongside their famlies and children.

We have seen what this program can do in other states.
Just this past August, the M ssissippi H ghway Patrol
which operates the Silver Alert in Mssissippi

praises their Silver Alert program for helping
save just three lives in a nonth.

SENATOR JOHNNY ELLI'S, sponsor of SB 36, thanked the
for hearing the bill.

CHAI R DYSON asked Senator Ellis if he had seen Senator
anmendnent .

SENATOR ELLI S sai d no.

9:26: 36 AM
At ease

9:28: 00 AM
CHAI R DYSON asked if there was any negative testinony.

t hem
comittee
Coghill"'s
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SENATOR ELLIS said there was no opposition. There is bi-partisan
support and strong interest group support across the state.
There was sonme question about the definition of "vulnerable
adult” which will be addressed. He said that 30 other states
have this programin place and it is tinme for Alaska to do so,
t 00.

CHAI R DYSON opened public testinony.
SENATOR COGHI LL voi ced no opposition to the bill.

9:29:39 AM

CHAI R DYSON reported his conversation with Lieutenant Dial from
the Division of Public Safety who stated that the division's
handling of Silver Alert calls would not inpact their budget. He
stated that Lieutenant Dial has no problens wth their zero
fiscal note.

SENATOR ELLIS noted that he has also spoken wth Lieutenant
Dial. He said he plans to work wth Senator Coghill to clarify
t he definition concerns.

9:30: 49 AM

M CHAEL VANVLEET, Social Wrk Intern, Warrior Transition Unit,
Soldier and Fam |y Assistance, testified in support of SSSB 36.
He related that the individuals in the Warrior Transition Unit
woul d qualify for, and benefit by, the Silver Alert.

9:33: 20 AM

PATRI CK  CUNNI NGHAM Board Menber , Al zheimer's Resear ch
testified in support of SSSB 36. He maintained that the Silver
Alert will be of benefit to nany Al askans.

9:35: 06 AM

DULCE NOBRE, Executive Director, Al zheiner's Resource Agency of
Al aska, testified in support of SSSB 36. She related that
wandering behavior is comon for Alzheinmer's patients and those
with denentia. Nationw de, statistics show that of those
i ndi vi dual s who wander, only one-third survives if they are not
found within 24 hours. In Alaska wandering can be fatal due to
extrene weat her. She spoke in strong support of SSSB 36.

9: 36: 50 AM
CHAI R DYSON asked who pays for the unit that the senior wll
carry.
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SENATOR ELLIS clarified that it is a phone alert system not a
devi ce.

9: 37: 33 AM

SENATOR STEDVAN noved to report SSSB 36, version N, from
commttee with individual recommendations and the attached zero
fiscal notes. There being no objection, SSSB 36 was reported
fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmttee.

CHAI R DYSON conmented that nost people have to deal with this
i ssue. He thanked people for their work on this issue.

9:38: 36 AM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Dyson adjourned the Senate State Affairs Standing
Conmittee at 9:38 a.m
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