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W TNESS REG STER

REED MORI SKY
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

SUSAN JEFFREY
Kodi ak, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

JOHN JENSEN,
Pet er sburg, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

KARL JOHNSTONE, Chai rman

Board of Fisheries

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Jeffery, M. Morisky, and M.
Jensen's appointnents to the Board of Fisheries. Supported Ted
Spraker's appointnment to the Board of Gane.

M KE TI NKER, representing hinself
Fai r banks, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Morisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheries.

VI RG L UMPHENCUR, Chai rman

Fai rbanks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Morisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries. "Whole heartedly" supported M. Spraker's
and M. Hoffrman's reappointnments to the Board of Gane. Supported
HB 268.

AL BARRETTE, nenber

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheries. Supported Stosh Hoffman's and Ted Spraker's
reappoi ntnents to the Board of Ganme. Supported HB 268.

Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA)

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheri es.

RUEBEN HANKE, representing hinself

Kenai, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries. Supported Ted Spraker's reappointnent to the Board
of Gane.

ANDY SZEZESNY, representing hinself

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries and thanked them for their service.

STANLEY " STOSH' HOFFMAN, JR
Bet hel , Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Gane.

TED SPRAKER
Kenai, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Gane.

DAVE BROMW

W angel |, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Appoi ntee to the Board of Gane.

SENATE RES COW TTEE - 3- April 5, 2014



Rl CKY GEASE, representing hinself

Kenai, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Spraker's reappointnment to the
BOG.

GECRCE PI ERCE, representing hinself

Kasi | of, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported Ted Spraker's reappointnent to the
BOG (Opposed HB 268.

REPRESENTATI VE T. W LSON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 268.

ROVENA APLOVAR

Advocates for Victinms of Violence (AW)
Val dez, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 268.

DAN JORDAN, Head Rifle Team Coach

Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF)
Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 268.

M KE TI NKER

Tanana Val | ey Sportsman Associ ation (TVSA)
Ester, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 268.

GRANT LEW S, President

Tanana Val | ey Sportsman Associ ation (TVSA)
Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 268.

DARRYL VERFAILLIE, Director

Par ks, Recreation and Cul tural Services

Val dez, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: No position stated on HB 268.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
9: 00: 47 AM
CHAIR CATHY GESSEL <called the Senate Resources Standing

Committee neeting to order at 9:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Bi shop, Dyson, Mcciche, and Chair G essel.
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9:01: 26 AM
SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH j oi ned the conmitt ee.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS
Board of Fisheries

9:02: 13 AM
CHAI R G ESSEL announced confirmation hearings for the Board of
Fisheries as the first order of business. She said the three
nom nees would speak first and then she would take public
t esti nony.

9:02: 22 AM

REED MORI SKY, appointee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF),
Fai rbanks, Al aska, stated that he and his wife had been in
Al aska since 1981. He had been a sport fishing guide since 1984
and his initial interest in Alaska fisheries issues was in the
| ate 80s when the |egislature considered |licensing sport fishing
guides. Since then, he had been a nmenber of the Sport Fishing
Guide Services Task Force and had advocated for a responsible
sport fishing guide industry to achieve sustainable fisheries.
He holds a US. Coast Guard's Captain's license and has
volunteered as Steese area volunteer Fire Departnment Board of
Di rectors, Fai rbanks Youth Soccer Association coach, Road
Service Area Conmi ssioner for the North Star Borough; he is a
nmenber of the Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens Advisory
Commttee. He is a permt holder in the past for Interior
Subsi stence and his nenberships include Trout, Unlimted, Al aska
Qutdoor Council, and a life-nenber of the National Rifle
Associ ati on (NRA).

He and his wife have raised two children here and enjoy all that
Al aska has to offer

9:04: 14 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE said sone significant fishery decisions were
made this year, and the economies of the Kenai Peninsula
including all of the surrounding Cook Inlet are dependent on all
of the various fisheries. Now sone people fear that M. Morisky
is just a sportfish guy, he said, and asked him to speak about
the inmportance of the comrercial and the personal use fisheries.

MR MORISKY said he has a famly nenber who has been a
commercial fisherman for decades. He has also traveled around
the state extensively and realizes the economc value that
commercial fishing brings to the state. He also realizes there
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are other sectors of the fishery, |I|ike personal wuse, and
realizes its inportance, as well.

SENATOR M CCI CHE said he thought M. Morisky was a good nenber,
but his votes were fairly consistently in one direction, and in
the future he would |like to see board nenbers who have a
background in one area but that could "come out for the fish."

MR. MORI SKY said there are hundreds of divisive issues in Cook
Inlet; the board nade the best decision with the information
they had. Many people nmake a living off of this resource and
some tough decisions had to be made.

9:07:52 AM
SENATOR FRENCH j oi ned the commi ttee.

CHAIR G ESSEL invited Susan Jeffrey to tell them her reasons for
and interest in serving on the Board of Fisheries.

9:09: 13 AM

SUSAN JEFFREY, appointee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF),
Kodi ak, Al aska, said she had lived in Kodiak since 1972 and had
been involved in fisheries throughout those 40-sone years. She
was a fisheries editor for the Kodiak Daily Mrror during the
heydays of many of the fisheries there, and has witten about
fisheries for other publications. She and her husband currently
are sal non setnet fishermen on Kodi ak |sland; she has a deep and
abiding interest in Alaska's fisheries and understands the
importance of them to the state as a whole and to the coasta
communities. She was honored that the governor reappointed her
and | ooked forward to using her experience to carry out the
board's dual m ssion of conservation and devel opnment of Al aska's
fisheries.

SENATOR FRENCH asked what had been the nbst contentious issue
she dealt with

M5. JEFFREY answered that the in-river AYK issues were
chal l enging for her personally, because she didn't know the area
well. The users are famliar with the differences with in-river
fisheries and she enjoyed |earning nore about them But probably
the nost contentious area was the recent Upper Cook Inlet
neeting (14 days), because so many user groups are involved in a
concentrated area. It was extrenely chall enging, she said.
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SENATOR FRENCH agreed that was a "thorny knot of problens” and
asked how she would nake an allocation decision with evidence
evenly bal anced on both sides of an issue.

M5. JEFFREY said she has a commercial fishing background, but
she also realized that she represents the state as a whole, and
the board does have allocation criteria to guide it. First of
all, they have to consider conservation and sustainability of
fisheries no matter which fishery they are talking about in
Al aska. Then comes devel opnent of the fisheries and allocation

which has criteria, also. Mnbers often look to it to guide
t hei r deci sions.

9:15:30 AM

SENATOR M CCI CHE remarked that her decisions had been bal anced,
but he had a philosophical question. This year sone of the
results were noving the drift fleet pretty far east md-way
through the run and the only studies he had seen in the past are
nore or less related to seining that showed that m xed stocks
occurred throughout the Inlet; but you couldn't really say this
is where they go and this is the route they take. So, sone of
the commercial guys got restricted. Wat if the conventional
thought is that those fish nove close to east side of Kodiak or
they are being intercepted el sewhere? There is no docunentation
that those fish are intercepted, but the political push is to
restrict all of the fisheries. How would she respond to that,
because he felt like there was enough pressure in this neeting
cycle that they were noving outside of really reliable data?

9:17: 37 AM

M5. JEFFREY asked if he was tal king about m xed stock fishing
and how she woul d feel about conserving or managi ng fisheries to
al l ow sone fish passage through to other areas.

SENATOR M CCI CHE answered yes, but put another way, the groups
that are insisting that there is interception in the Inlet, what
if they decide there's interception from Kodiak fisheries in
Upper Cook Inlet or area M fisheries in Upper Cook Inlet and
there is still no docunentation that that is occurring. How
woul d she respond?

MS. JEFFREY answered that in the past the board has | ooked at

all available data to understand fish novenent and base their
deci sions on the board's allocation criteri a.
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SENATOR M CCI CHE said that sort of answered his question, but he
hoped in the future to have the departnment nore involved in
t hose deci sions, because they do have the data.

SENATOR DYSON asked how she thought the board should prioritize
allocation during tinmes of shortage between the qguided
fisheries, sport and personal use.

9:20: 42 AM

IVS. JEFFREY answer ed t hat t he boar d first consi ders
conservation, t hen subsi st ence, and doesn't differentiate
bet ween gui ded and sport uses.

SENATOR BI SHOP commented that her personal statenent was very
good, and he was fully confident she could nmake the right
decisions especially after readi ng that she would nake
allocative decisions within fisheries that "requires careful,
t houghtful analysis of the science, social, econonmc studies
presented to the board."

9:22:27 AM

CHAIR G ESSEL said she was aware of the nmassive volune of
informati on board nenbers get before and during board neetings
and wanted to know how she manages t hat.

M5. JEFFREY answered that she had to cut back on other
obligations. That information is so inportant and where the
public can continue to provide insight and information as the
neeting progresses. She goes to bed really early and gets up
really early to prepare for the next neeting.

9:23: 55 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE said he very, very, nuch appreciated her
service and wanted to extend that to M. Mrisky. He also wanted
the board to push for the departnment being free to provide
information, which hadn't been happening as well as it had in
t he past.

CHAIR G ESSEL thanked Ms. Jeffrey and welconed M. Jensen to
tell them about his experience and interest in serving on the
Board of Fisheri es.

9:24: 45 AM

JOHN JENSEN, appointee to the Board of Fisheries (BOF),
Petersburg, Al aska, related that he was born and raised in
Pet ersburg and had been a third-generation comrercial fisherman
in Alaska for 45 vyears. He currently participates in the
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hal i but, king and tanner crab fisheries in Southeast Al aska. In
2009, he started a snall boat rental business in Petersburg that
he is still operating. He has two boys who are involved in the
commercial fisheries at this tine. He had fished pretty nuch
everywhere in the state of Al aska and hadn't participated only
in the trawl fisheries. The Board of Fisheries takes all of his
time, now

SENATOR M CCI CHE t hanked him for serving, and remarked that as a
commercial guy, his decisions show bal ance on supporting sport
fisheries. This year's decisions were probably hard for him and
probably were not as well based in scientific support as he had
seen in the past, and asked how that works for him How do you
| ook at a tough decision?

9:27:33 AM

MR. JENSEN responded that his main goal in being on the BOF is
to provide for sustainable fisheries for Al askans for now and
into the future. The hardest thing the board has to do is the
all ocation anong different user groups, but the main inpetus in
the Upper Cook Inlet neeting was the king salnon, which is a
statewide issue. It cane to a head at that neeting and they had
to nmake the decision to conserve them he thought the board's
deci sions were balanced, because all the users groups would
suffer a bit. Guided sport fishing, setnetters and drift netters
are small businesses and are sharing in the burden at this tine
to try to get those king salnon, the early run especially, but
the late run that is nore affected by commercial fisheries in
the Inlet. He hoped the plan would protect the king sal non and
also allow the harvest of the red salnon, which is supposed to
be a big run this year.

SENATOR M CCICHE said M. Jensen had been there awhile, and
asked if he had noticed a weakening of departnental input. Could
he manage helping themfeel a little freer to input?

MR. JENSEN said the departnment is in kind of a hard spot where
they don't want to meke direct recommendations for fear of
| ooking too biased. Every neeting they have an opinion on each
proposal and they try to be very non-biased. The board is stil
provi ded with good scientific informati on without politics.

9:31: 08 AM
SENATOR DYSON thanked him for serving. Mst citizens would say
the first priority is protecting the fish runs, t hen

subsi stence, then sport fishing and guided fisheries. Wat
shoul d be the priority between those?
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MR. JENSEN answered that right now everyone is treated the sane.
The only annual bag Iimts are for king salnon; the out-of-state
and resident bag limts are a little bit different.

SENATOR DYSON asked in tines of shortage when soneone has to be
reined in, which restriction would be best to protect the fish
st ock.

MR. JENSEN replied that the nmain thing is to have a sustainable
fishery, and the next thing if there is a surplus of fish is the
subsi stence folks, after that allocation becones difficult,
which is why they have the eight criteria that break it down
into the benefit of the state, benefit of the |ocal areas, etc.
He believed that the personal wuse is a resident-only type
fishery and they do get a little nore priority than the regul ar
sport fishernen.

CHAI R G ESSEL opened up public comment on the BOF appoi ntnents.

9:34: 15 AM

KARL JOHNSTONE, Chairman, Board of Fisheries, supported M.
Jeffery, M. Mrisky, and M. Jensen's appointnents to the board
of Fisheries. M. Jeffery, because she is objective after
getting the best available information. She is a comercial
fisherman, but nakes fair decisions, is accessible to the
public, and she will be nuch nore aware of issues in a second
term He added that gender diversity is inportant on the board,
as wonen are participating nore in all the fisheries.

He knew Reed Morisky was bright, thoughtful, and makes fair
decisions. Fish cone first for him He is wonderful to work
with, has a great deneanor and a good sense of hunor, and works
well with the public.

Next he supported John Jensen; he is the nobst senior nenber on
the board and the nobst experienced, as he had participated in
nost of the fisheries. He has walked the walk and asks
i nsightful questions and provides information about fishing they
m ght otherwi se not be aware of. The board nmenbers are greatly
benefited by his insights.

9:40: 15 AM

M KE TINKER, representing hinself, Fairbanks, Al aska, supported
Reed Morisky's appointnment to the BOF. Fish board nenbers need
the ability to navigate through these processes, and M. Mori sky
came into this process as one who was wlling to learn and
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junped into the information part of it. H s performance on the
board for this last year has been exceptional with regard to
doing the extra things it took to really understand issues
before they were actually debated in front of the board.

9:42:26 AM

VIRG L UWPHENOUR, Chairman, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Comm ttee, Fai r banks, Al aska, supported Reed Mori sky's
appointment to the BOF. He said the Fairbanks Fish and Gane
Advi sory Committee voted unaninously to support M. Morisky. He
inpressed him as being a scientific-type person who uses the
Internet to obtain various scientific studies and really digs
into trying to understand and be able to solve the very conpl ex
i ssues before the board. Wrk ethic is super-inportant on the
boar d.

9:44:50 AM

AL BARRETTE, nenber, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advi sory Conmittee,
Fai r banks, Al aska, supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
BOF. He always attends their Advisory Committee neetings even
prior to his appointnent to the board. He is always available to
the public and is willing to discuss fish topics. He seeks out
information and talks to know edgeable people in the community
who are well versed on a salnon or sport fishery; he listens and
likes to get their total viewpoints.

9:46: 28 AM

Rl CKY  GEASE, Executive D rector, Kenai Ri ver Sportfishing
Association (KRSA), Kenai , Al aska, supported all t hree
appointees to the BOF. John Jensen understands fisheries very
well and his experience is invaluable. Sue Jeffrey is very
approachable and asks a |lot of questions; she will do an even

better job in her second term Reed Mrisky does put fish first
and brings a scientific approach to the process.

RUEBEN HANKE, representing hinself, Kenai, Al aska, supported all
t hree appointees. John Jensen has historical know edge of the
fisheries and works well with the public. Sue Jeffrey did a good
job of bringing herself up to speed and is approachable; she
will beconme a fantastic board nmenber in her second term Reed
Morisky puts fish first, period, and he also wll becone a
fantastic board menber.

9:50: 24 AM

ANDY SZEZESNY, representing hinself, Kenai, Al aska, supported
all three appointees to the BOF and thanked them for their
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service. They make difficult decisions and are all approachable
and very professional.

9:51:19 AM
CHAIR G ESSEL cl osed public testinobny and went on to the Board
of Gane appoi nt ees.

Board of Gane

9:51:42 AM
CHAIR G ESSEL invited M. Hoffman to tell the commttee about
hi s experience and interest in the Board of Gane.

STANLEY "STOSH' HOFFMAN, JR., appointee to the Board of Gane
(BOG, Bethel, Al aska, related that he was born in Bethel,
raised in McGath, and then lived in Bethel for 20 years. He is
a comrercial fisherman and subsistence user, and has two sons.
He is also an assistant guide and works for the local health
corporation as his day job. He had been on the BOG since 2008;
fishing and hunting is his life and that of everyone else in
West ern Al aska.

CHAI R G ESSEL asked why he wanted to be reappointed to the BOG

MR. HOFFMAN said he saw a need for representation from Western
Al aska, because it is a large wuser group. Now that he is
famliar with the system and been part of it for a while, he
enj oys servi ng.

SENATOR DYSON thanked him for serving and asked what gane
managenent issues are in Sout hwest Al aska.

MR. HOFFMAN answered that in Bethel sone of the major ones were
redoing its status from subsistence to non-subsistence, which
didn't pass. A few others were nodifying sonme border l|ines for
some gane units, which took several years to iron out. Also, the
sal non issue is very |arge.

SENATOR FRENCH t hanked him for serving on the BOG and asked what
the nost difficult issues were while he had been serving.

MR. HOFFMAN said in 2008 when he first got on the board, he
didn't know what he got hinself into, because there were 244
proposals. Testinony lasted for alnbst a week. The hot topic
then was Valley Park area and the buffer. Another one is getting
the Unit 13 community subsistence hunt program going. Predator
control prograns around the state are always a hot topic and
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nore recently the brown bear issue, especially from Kotzebue
down to the Unit 9 Naknek area.

SENATOR FRENCH asked what role non-consunptive wldlife
appreciators in Alaska should play in the board' s deci sions.

MR. HOFFMAN responded that he understands their point of view,
which is needed. He factors it into his votes, but even though
they vote for predator control progranms, it's not to elimnate
the wolves. They are not trying to do that. But if you renove X
anount of noose and caribou you have to renove sone wolves as
wel | ; otherw se everything is off-bal ance.

9:58: 52 AM

TED SPRAKER, appointee to the Board of Ganme (BOG, Kenai,
Al aska, related that he was raised in Womng and after high
school attended a small comunity college in Casper before
noving on to the University of Wonmng. He graduated in 1971
with a Bachelor's degree in wldlife nmanagenent. Follow ng that,
he entered into a post-graduate program at the University and
graduated in 1973 with a Master's degree in range science. H's
goal in college and even before that was to nove to Al aska and
work in the wildlife nmanagenent field and was fortunate enough
to be offered a three-nonth job with the Fish and Wldlife
Service out of Juneau. He becane convinced that this is where he
wanted to spend the rest of his life.

He was offered another three-nmonth position through the Denver
WIldlife Research Center located in Soldotna at the Kenai Moose
Research Center. This job was nore related to his background and
training as he was tasked with assessing quality habitat for
nmoose and conditions of animals. He spent a lot of tine just
| ooking at habitat and trying to understand the relationship
bet ween qual ity habitat and nobose on the Kenai Peninsul a.

He finally got what he wanted, a position as wldlife biologist
in 1974 for the ADF&G when that job ended and he did that for
28 years and 4 nonths. He spent 9 nonths in Anchorage and 4
years in dennallen, where he bought property and built a hone.
As soon as the house was finished, he was offered a pronotion
and was transferred to Kenai where he spent the rest of his
career working there, and he retired in 2002.

MR. SPRAKER said he was first appointed to the BOG by Governor
Mur kowski, then was reappointed by Governor Palin and three
times by Governor Parnell. This will be his fifth consecutive
term on the board. During that tinme he served as the vice
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chairman for two terns and as chairnman for the last couple
years.

He is married to a wonderful wife, who is very supportive of the
comm t ment necessary to be a good board nenber. They have three
children. He does not look at this as a job; it has been an
honor to be on the board and to have spent 40 years working the
wildlife managenment field. This is his way of giving sonething
back for conservation of wildlife.

MR. SPRAKER said he really enjoys working with the public and
tries to listen to all sides of an issue with equal respect to
all individual users. It is his duty to first to understand the
conservation and sustainability concerns of wldlife, but they
also need to really listen to the users, because this resource
belongs to them and they are just servants to the public. He
enjoys working with the process and has the tinme in his
retirement to do it.

10: 06: 21 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE said M. Spraker was the nodel for the vision
he has for the future. He Ilikes the mx of those are
pr of essi onal , I'ifel ong, wildlife biologists and concerned

i ndi vidual s on the BOG now and wi shed the BOF had the sane ni x.

SENATOR FRENCH remarked that M. Spraker's credentials are
i ncredi ble, and asked what weight, if any, he gives to non-
consunptive users when he nakes decisions as a nenber of the
BOG.

MR. SPRAKER replied that the board does a good job of | ooking at
that very carefully, but they are part of a nuch |arger question
that relates back to active managenent of wildlife and providing
for healthy populations of gane. Photographers want to see a
| arge bull npose, too. He has the utnost respect for all users.

10: 10: 49 AM
SENATOR BISHOP said he had a great resunme', and asked his
opi ni on on rel ocating nbose fromone state to anot her.

VR. SPRAKER answered that Alaska has good  history of
reintroducing noose into different areas - Kalgan |sland noose
started with seven npoose back in 1959 and Anchorage and Kena
noose were transplanted to the Copper River Delta to give rise
to the population there - but there have been a couple failures.
One is when Kenai noose were transplanted to a small island
about 25 years ago and that failed. I nt roduci ng noose to other
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areas where npose nunbers are low has promse, but first a
careful evaluation of the quality of habitat has to be done. And
the density of predators has to be evaluated along with the
gquality of noose browse. If it seened like a viable project, he
woul d support it.

CHAIR G ESSEL thanked him for serving and invited M. Brown to
tell the commttee about his experience and interest in serving
on the Board of Gane.

10: 13: 41 AM

DAVE BROWN, appointee to the Board of Ganme (BOG, Wangell,
Al aska, related that he grew up in Mntana, cane up to Al aska
right out of college and taught industrial arts for 30 years

had been in Wangell for 32 years. He has a wife and three
children. He is an avid hunter and trapper and commercial crab
fisherman. He is retired now and has tinme to do public service
now. He is a menber of the NRA, Pope and Young, and the Rocky
Mountai n El k Foundation. He had been a hunter ed. instructor for
archery and volunteered to do many things through the high
school industrial arts shop. He had worked with the Forest
Service on volunteer projects for cabins and boardwal ks. He had
been the Wangell Teachers Association (WA) president and al so
served on the WIA Negoti ations Comm ttee.

MR BROW said he wants to serve, because he wants to see
Alaska's wildlife be used in a sustainable manner w th nmaxi num
hunti ng opportunity. He wants to do sone public service and he
has the time to serve. He advocates for fair-chase hunting and
sport smanshi p.

SENATOR FRENCH asked what weight he gives to non-consunptive
users i n maki ng BOG deci si ons.

MR. BROWN answered that he respects their point of view He
lives on the Stikine River where a |lot of people come to watch
mgrating shorebirds and narine mammals; tourists support the
econony and they shoul d have their say, as well.

10: 17: 44 AM

SENATOR BI SHOP said he was pleased to see his application and
felt confident that he would dive into various technical issues
and wei gh everybody' s opi nion.

10: 18: 26 AM
CHAIR G ESSEL found no further questions and opened public
t esti nony.
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10: 18: 40 AM

RI CKY GEASE, representing hinself, Kenai, Al aska, supported Ted
Spraker's reappointnent to the BOG because he allows all sides
to express their views and he is good at talking to people. He
does a fantastic job of pronpting science-based managenent of
ganme popul ations in Al aska.

RUEBEN HANKE, representing hinmself, Kenai, Al aska, supported Ted
Spraker's reappointnent to the BOG He was area managenent
bi ol ogist on the Kenai Peninsula and did a very good job of
| eading them through some very controversial tines there on
several different issues. He has becone a fantastic |eader on
t he BOG

10: 20: 21 AM

VIRG L UMPHENOUR, representing hinself, Fairbanks, Al aska, said
he "whole heartedly" supported Ted Spraker's and M. Hoffman's
reappoi ntnents to the BOG

10: 21: 27 AM

AL BARRETTE, representing hinself, Fairbanks, Al aska, supported
Stosh Hoffman's and Ted Spraker's reappointnents to the BOG He
has seen M. Hoffman "really grow' over the years into a better
board nenber who participates and is available to the public. He
didn't always agree with M. Spraker, but as chair, he does a
good job. He has wtnessed non-consunptive users cone to the
board get "a little testy with their opinions,” and M. Spraker
handl ed them very professionally and well.

GECRCE PIERCE, representing hinself, Kasilof, Al aska, supported
Ted Spraker's reappointnment to the BOG He's a biologist and
always listens to all sides. The biggest reason he should be
reappointed is that he is a biologist, and nore of them are
needed on both of the boards. The boards are now "stacked" wth

special interest groups, but scientists and biologists are
needed.
10: 25: 27 AM

KARL JOHNSTONE, representing hinmself, supported Ted Spraker for
his |leadership qualities. He served on a joint Board of
Fisheries and Gane neeting last fall when M. Spraker served as
chai rman; he was very inpressed as serving as chair over both
boards is a significant challenge. He provided excellent
| eadership in dealing with very conplex issues. He has a great
denmeanor that encourages the public to participate. Hs informnal
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approach tends to noderate contentious issues and there were
quite a few at that neeting.

CHAIR A ESSEL, finding no further comments on the appointees,
closed public testinony. She announced that in accordance wth
AS 16.05. 221 the Resources Conmttee reviewed the follow ng and
recommended the appointnents be forwarded to a joint session for
consideration: Board of Fisheries: Reed Mrisky, Susan Jeffrey,
and John Jensen; Board of Gane: Stanley Hoffman, Jr., Ted
Spraker, and David Brown. This does not reflect an intent by any
of the nenbers to vote for or against the confirmation of the
individuals during any further sessions. There were no
objections and it was so ordered.

10: 27: 37 AM
At ease from 10:27 to 10:28 a.m

10: 28: 39 AM
HB 268- Bl G BULL MOOSE DERBI ES; SNOW TOM | CE CL.

CHAI R G ESSEL announced HB 268 to be up for consideration [CSHB
268(FIN), version 28-LS0851\P was before the commttee].

REPRESENTATI VE T. WLSON, sponsor of HB 268, explained that this
bill is a big bull npose derby that started with the Tanana
Val | ey Sportsmen's Association and the UAF Rifle Teamto be able
to earn funds to a conpetition based on what is already in
statute for hunting. You would still have to get all the sane
permts and follow the regulations in the area you are hunting,
and this would allow themto have a derby.

As nost bills go, it picked up a "little sister” and that is the
Snow Town Ice Cdassic in Valdez that would help those who
advocate for victinms of violence. The City of Valdez has offered
to help them do this ice classic that would be very nuch I|ike
t he one in Nenana.

The reason this is in front of them is that all derbies and
classics by statute must go through this process. Resources are
decreasing and so they are asking the state's non-profits to
find other ways of getting funding. The Tanana Valley
Sportsnmen's Association (TVSA) had a fire several years ago and
has been rebuilding since then. They provide shooting for not
just the UAF Rife Team but nost of the high school ers, and have
clinics for the youngsters. This would be another way for them
to be able to finish their facility wthout comng to the
| egi sl ature for funds.
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CHAI R G ESSEL opened public testinony.

10: 31: 18 AM

RONENA APLOVAR, Advocates for Victins of Violence (AW), Valdez,
Al aska, supported HB 268. She related how they need $25, 000 nore
to neet their needs. She said AW is one of the 20 prograns that
provide services to victins of donmestic violence and sexual
assault. They serve 18 comunities from Gennallen to Val dez;
their shelter and main office is also located in Valdez. For
FY13/ 14 their basic operating costs have risen over $20,000 with
increased transportation for victinms from villages, shelter
utility, energy, and insurance costs. At the current state
funding level, they would need an additional $25,000 to continue
to nmeet wvictins' basic needs. Unfortunately, the current
proposed increnent in the state's funding of about $285,000 will
be divided anong 20 prograns throughout Alaska. AW wll need to
make up for the difference or be forced to cut services. They
hope that being eligible to receive funding from this classic
woul d make up the projected shortfall.

10: 33: 03 AM

DAN JORDAN, Head Rifle Team Coach, University of Al aska
Fai rbanks (UAF), Fairbanks, Al aska, supported HB 268. He
expl ained that UAF has had a very successful rifle team and
shooting prograns going all the way back to 1925; they have won
10 national chanpionships and have had nultiple all-Anericans
and dynpians cone out of the program Being a university
program they are subject to state funding and are already
planning on a 3 percent decrease in their budget next year, if
not nmore, and as a result, are looking for other funding
options. This big bull derby is one way they think could take
thema long way to being self-sufficient.

M KE TI NKER, Tanana Valley Sportsman Association (TVSA), Ester
Al aska, supported HB 268. He said his famly including his
grandchildren are nenbers and he has | ooked for funding support
for that organization and the UAF Rifle Teamfor a long tine.

He said they tal ked about the big bull npbose derby with the UAF
and the Departnent of Commer ce, Community and Econom c
Devel opnent (DCCED) about how they mght expand their raffle
permt into the derby concept. Representative T. WIson | ooked
into it and found two avenues to choose from one was to try to
fit under the concept of animal classics, but the DCCED said
that would require an anmendnent and recommended addi ng specific
| anguage and they picked up the Val dez Snow Derby al ong the way.
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MR. TINKER said questions had been raised about whether this
would create a demand for new hunters in the state, because
people would run out and try to make a lot of noney off the
bi ggest npose. In their discussion with hunters and with the
ADF&G, no one forecasts that would be a problem He explained
that the prizes would be set up so that there would a prize for
the biggest noose antler of the year and a drawing where
everyone woul d have a chances to w n sonet hi ng.

SENATOR DYSON asked the sponsor if she knew of any opposition.

REPRESENTATI VE T. WLSON responded that one person believed that
sonmeone would go out and shoot a npbose and it wouldn't be |arge
enough and go shoot another one, but she said these hunters nust
go through the sanme permtting process and are subject to the
sane reqgulations as other hunters. Sone areas even require a
certain size of antlers.

10: 39: 41 AM

SENATOR BI SHOP asked M. Tinker if the TVSA wll provide a
measuring station and officials who perform actual neasurenents
and if they will wuse Boone and Crockett nmeasuring standards,
because there are different ways of neasuring noose antlers.

MR. TINKER replied that they hadn't come up with a formula for
measuring antlers, but it will be sinple and one that everyone
w Il understand, within the derby rules.

10:41: 19 AM

AL BARRETTE, representing hinself, Fairbanks, Al aska, supported
HB 268. He was glad both organizations got together to
brainstorm for ways of solving budget issues for Dboth
organi zations. He assured them that no nore npose tags wll be
issued; this is just a raffle. However, he stated that already
in two-thirds of all the npbose units you can hunt npose in you
have to shoot a 50-inch or |arger noose.

GRANT LEWS, President, Tanana Valley Sportsmen's Association
(TVSA), Fairbanks, Al aska, supported HB 268. Their enphasis has
been on safe fire arns education. Al of the local high schools
are using their facility, but they had a fire in 2007. They are
still working on their new building on a week-to-week basis with
volunteers. Wth the noney they get fromthis classic they hope
to finish their facility and continue hunter education prograns.
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CHAI R A ESSEL thanked him saying that she had seen the facility
that is lovely and a wonderful asset to Fairbanks.

VIRG L UWHENOUR, representing hinself, said he had been a
menber of TVSA since 1971 and supported HB 268. His whole famly
were conpetitive rifle shooters and |earned hunter safety and
hunter education at TVSA. UAF has one of the best rifle teans in
the country. It wll raise noney for things that are truly
uni que to Al aska.

10: 46: 16 AM

GECRCE PI ERCE, representing hinmself, Kasilof, Al aska, opposed HB
268. He said the noose belong to Alaska and not the non-profits
to make noney on or for non-residents, 85 percent of whom take
only the horns and donate the neat. Stop using our game to nake
noney especially in areas with | ow game nunbers, he urged.

10: 48: 44 AM
DARRYL VERFAILLIE, Director, Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Servi ces, Val dez, Al aska, informed them of the city's

participation in the ice classic. He explained the Gty of
Val dez woul d not receive any revenues fromthe ice classic; they
woul d sinply coordinate the event on behalf of AW, assist with
the advertising and provide nonitoring of the event. In short,
they would act as a force multiplier for AW noving towards
sel f-sustainability of the program ng.

CHAIR G ESSEL found no further testinony and closed public
t esti nony.

REPRESENTATIVE T. WLSON closed in saying this is going wth
what ADF&G does currently. What happens if one of the gam ng
areas is closed? It will be closed. This wll not give any nore
permts and not nmanage anything. It wll wuse the rules that
al ready exi st.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if this is any different in concept than
the silver sal non derbies where you get a prize for catching the
bi ggest fish.

REPRESENTATIVE T. WLSON replied that it is exactly |ike halibut
and sal non derbi es and shoul d be approxi mately the sane way.

SENATOR DYSON noved to report CSHB 268(FIN), 28-LS0851\P, from

conmttee wth attached zero fiscal note and individua
recommendati ons. There were no objections and it was so ordered.
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10: 51: 37 AM
CHAIR G ESSEL, finding no further business to cone before the

commttee, adjourned the Senate Resources Committee neeting at
10:51 a. m
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