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James (David) Jones - Kodi ak
James (Tom Atkins - Anchorage
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- CONFI RVATI ON RESCHEDULED
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to consider
W TNESS REG STER
REED MORI SKY, nom nee for the Board of Fisheries
Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Related his interests in and qualifications
for serving the Board of Fisheries.
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Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai Ri ver Sport Fishing Association

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries.

REUBEN HANKE, representing hinself

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Morisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheries

ART NELSON, Director

Policy and Qutreach

Bering Sea Fisherman's Associ ation

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheri es.

CHARLI E LEAN, Vice Chair

Nort hern Norton Sound Advisory Commttee

Director, Fisheries Research and Devel opnent G oup

Norton Sound Econom c Devel opnent Corporation

Nonme, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheri es.

MONTE ROBERTS, representing hinself

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries.

HEATH HI LYARD, Executive Director

Sout heast Al aska Gui des Associ ati on

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheri es.

VERG L UVPHENOUR, Chai r man

Fai rbanks Fi sh and Ganme Advisory Conmittee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheri es.

DAVI D M LLER, representing hinself
Fai r banks, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrisky's appointnment to the
Board of Fisheries.

BECCA ROBI NS

Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Morisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries.

KAREN POLLEY, nom nee for the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Related her experience and desire to be
reappoi nted to the Big Gane Commerci al Services Board.

JAMES ATKI NS, nomi nee for the Big Ganme Conmercial Services Board
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Rel ated his experience and desire to serve
on the Big Ganme Commerci al Services Board.

JAMVES "DAVID' JONES, nominee to the Big Gane Conmercial Services
Boar d

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Rel ated his experience and desire to serve
on the Big Gane Commerci al Services Board.

THOR STACEY, | obbyi st

Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ation

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Peltola's appointnent to the
Bi g Gane Commerci al Services Board.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:32: 55 PM

CHAIR CATHY QESSEL called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:32 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Dyson, French, Bishop, Mcciche, and Chair
G essel .

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS
Board of Fisheries

3:33:27 PM

CHAI R G ESSEL announced the hearing for the governor's appointee
for the Board of Fisheries, M. Mrisky. She asked himto tell
the conmttee about his interest in and qualifications for the
boar d.
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3:33: 38 PM
SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH j oi ned the comm tt ee.

3:34:36 PM

REED MORI SKY, nomnee for the Board of Fisheries, Fairbanks,
Al aska, said he is a past nenber of the Sport Fish and Cuide
Services Task Force and had been focused on fisheries
particularly for the Jlast 10 years and advocates for a
responsi bl e sport fishing industry. He just conpleted his first
week of board neetings where sone very contentious area M
fisheries proposal s were di scussed.

MR. MORI SKY said he was raised in a famly that values fishing
and the outdoors and his brother has fished in Al aska
commercially for several decades. Over the years he has |earned
from him the challenges that commercial fishermen in Al aska
face. He has also run a sport fishing guide business for 25-plus
years, so he has a broad background in fisheries issues.

3:35:21 PM

SENATOR M CCICHE noted a couple of letters of support for M.
Mori sky's appointnment and didn't see anyone having issues wth
him serving on the board. He asked M. Morisky if he honestly
felt that he could face both sides of an issue in absolute
fairness.

MR. MORI SKY answered that he has an open mnd and could make
fair decisions. Even though he has a background in sport fishing
he is very close to his brother and followed himas a comerci al
fisherman. Commercial fishing is a legitimate industry in
Al aska. He wanted to bring a balanced approach to the board
process.

3:37:14 PM

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH said she was wondering how he viewed his
responsibilities on the board and asked who he thought he was
serving; the governor, the legislature or his community.

MR. MORI SKY said he understood that being from Fairbanks and
having a sport fish guide business he mght be viewed as |eaning
that way just as others on the board have a commercial fishing
background and may |ean that way. However, in the |ast board
nmeeting he listened to all sides and dealt into all the issues
from mesh depth to the genetic study of where the fish may or
may not be going. These issues are conplicated and have no pat
answers. He hoped to bring a sense of exploration to the process
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to find out what the core issues are. There's a |lot nore going
on than just the perception that it's sport versus conmercial;
for instance environnental elenents could be affecting fish
runs. "lIt's going to take sonme shared responsibility here to
bring a lot of these things to a solution,” he said.

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH said M. Morisky had letters of support that
absolutely outline his fairness and indicate that he is well
read on the topics and asked himto tal k about his independence
as a board nenber and how that w Il bal ance what ADF&G tells him
is gospel. If they tell him sonething should be closed or
opened, how would he renmin independent and on behalf of the
| egi sl ature make sure that Al askans' voices are heard?

MR. MORI SKY said he greatly respects the work that ADF&G does in
figuring out what biologically and scientifically is going on,
however, the board deals with allocation issues, seasons and bag
limts. The board would have a responsibility to work through
the information "in full spectrum™

3:41:53 PM

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH said the board w Il have proposal 28 about
advisory conmmittees (AC) in front of it and asked him to talk
about he perceives the value of their information and if they
shoul d be included as a voice or a voting nenber as the Board of
Fi sheri es neets.

MR, MORI SKY said he looks at the advisory conmttee votes as
well as their comments; they bring a ot to the table. D fferent
ACs from adjacent areas can reveal patterns so one can get an
i dea of what is going on in a particular region.

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH asked specifically if ACs should have a
voting or advisory role and if they should participate in the
neetings in any way.

MR. MORI SKY replied that voting may dilute the board process or
not, but they have testified before the board before and that
maybe carries nore wei ght than other testinony.

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH said proposal 28 gives the ACs that are
already referred to in regulation formal recognition. At |east
one suggestion to the Board of Fisheries was that one del egate
from each AC across the state be able to participate in a
di scussion of an anmendnent within the board process and defend a
perspective affecting a regional stock that mght not otherw se
be there after the public comment period had cl osed.
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MR. MORISKY said he didn't have a problem with what she just
descri bed.

3:45:11 PM
RI CKY GEASE, Executive Drector, Kenai R ver Sport Fishing
Associ ati on, Sol dot na, Al aska, support ed M. Mori sky's

appointment to the Board of Fisheries. They observed his first
meeting on the board during a contentious area M neeting where
there were lots of different factions. He read the information

had good questions, and was approachable on issues; he was very
t houghtful in deliberating the various proposals.

3:46: 48 PM

REUBEN HANKE, representing hinself, Soldotna, Alaska, supported
M. Morisky's appointnment to the Board of Fisheries saying he
wi Il nake an excellent addition to it. He knew M. Morisky for
several years and had worked with him on the CGuide Task Force
several years ago. In addition, he had seen himin action at the
last area M neeting; he was very approachable and a good
conmuni cat or .

3:47:38 PM

ART  NELSON, Di rector, Policy and CQutreach, Bering Sea
Fi sherman's  Associ ati on, Anchor age, Al aska, supported M.
Morisky's appointnment to the Board of Fisheries. He net M.
Morisky for the first tinme last nonth when he did a great job of
junping right into a very contentious neeting and hit the ground
runni ng; he was very inpressed.

3:48: 44 PM

CHARLIE LEAN, Vice Chair, Northern Norton Sound Advisory
Conmttee, Nome, Alaska, and Director, Norton Sound Economc
Devel opment Corporation's Fisheries Research and Devel opnent
Group, said he had attended Board of Fisheries neetings since
the late 1970s and supported M. Mrisky's appointnent. He
watched M. Mrisky in his first board neeting when he had very
little time to prepare, but he was prepared, conposed and fair.
H s questions indicated that he had prepared for this neeting
Most inportantly, he was able to express his analysis that |ead
to his conclusions, which is an inportant quality that 1is
necessary for building a record.

3:50: 28 PM

MONTE ROBERTS, representing hinself, Soldotna, Al aska, said he
owned a fishing guide business and supported M. Mrisky's
appointment to the Board of Fisheries for a lot of the sane
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reasons that had already been nentioned. In addition, he felt
the Interior was often wunder-represented on the Board of
Fisheries and he was happy to see soneone from there who is
interested, dedicated and knows a |lot about the Interior

fisheries who will help the board make good decisions on those
areas.
3:51: 28 PM

HEATH HI LYARD, Executive Director, Southeast Alaska Guides
Associ ati on, Anchor age, Al aska, support ed M. Mori sky's
appointment to the Board of Fisheries. H's association had an
opportunity to work very closely with the governor's office on

this appointnent and had been very inpressed wth his
performance so far. A nunber of his board nenbers are quite
famliar with himand are confident he will be fair and bal anced

with commercial and sport interests as well as conservation and
econoni ¢ consi derati ons.

3:52:35 PM

VERGA L UWPHENOUR, Chairman, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Comm ttee, Fairbanks, Alaska, fully supported M. Morisky's
appointment to the Board of Fisheries. He said he listened to
the deliberations portion of the area M neeting, which he
t hought was the toughest one of all (because all the fish they
harvest in the nonth of June are headed to western Al aska where
fisheries are severely restricted and sone are even closed) and
M. Mrisky did an excellent job of bringing a perspective the
board hadn't had for a while and.

3:54:19 PM

DAVID M LLER, representing hinself, Fairbanks, Al aska, supported
M. Morisky's appointnment to the Board of Fisheries. He knew and
worked with M. Mrisky for a nunber of years. As a sport and
subsi stence fisherman he thought M. Mrisky was perfect for
this job; he is honest, intelligent, fair, conpassionate and
caring. He has the ability to listen and to hear both sides of
an argunent.

3:55:12 PM

BECCA ROBINS, Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association,
Anchorage, Al aska, supported M. Mrisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries. They are an association of commercial and
subsi stence fishernen on the length of the Yukon River in Al aska
and had the privilege of working with him at the npbst recent
area M neeting and could echo previous coments about his
partici pation.
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CHAIR G ESSEL thanked everyone for their testinony and finding
no further comments, closed public testinony and announced that
the commttee was forwarding M. Mrisky's appointnment to the
full body in accordance with AS 16.05.221 and AS 39.05.080 for
consideration. She said this does not reflect intent of any of
the nenbers to vote for or against the confirmation of this
i ndi vi dual during any further sessions.

3:56: 32 PM
At ease from 3:56 to 3:58 p. m

Bi g Gane Commerci al Services Board

3:58: 09 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL announced the committee would next hear the
governor's appointnments to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board. She invited Ms. Polley to tell the conmttee about her
interests and qualifications for this position.

KAREN POLLEY, nomnee for the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board, said she is currently serving on the Board as the public
menber and this would be her reappointnment. She has interest in
resource managenent and big gane in general and works to assure
resources are well managed in the big gane guide industry.

SENATOR FRENCH asked what parts of being on the board she enjoys
t he nost and which the |east.

3:59: 35 PM

M5. POLLEY said being on the board had been an interesting
experience. The first neeting for any new board nenber is a
little overwhelmng, but with her three years of experience
behind her she was beginning to enjoy making sure the neetings
go snoothly and had just been elected as vice chair.

M5. POLLEY said she had worked in education both as a teacher
and as an administrator for 25 years; she had also worked for
the University of Alaska dealing with regulations and she uses
that experience on the board. She also served on the
Pr of essi onal Teaching Practices Conmm ssion and got experience in
prof essional 1licensing. She thought these qualifications would
serve her well on the board when she was asked to serve.

4:00: 43 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL asked what she thought about the concept of
[imting the nunber of big gane guides in certain areas of the
state.
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M5. POLLEY said the Big Gane Quide Board had supported that
effort. The state |and concessions had not been processed yet
and that should have been done a while ago. It's inportant to
get it done for the future of the guiding industry.

SENATOR DYSON thanked her for serving and asked for a short
summary of what the Big Gane Commercial Services Board does.

M5. POLLEY replied that the board works with the D vision of
Community and Regional Affairs to approve, suspend or revoke
licenses, and there are several classifications of |icenses.
They also work with the Departnment of Commerce, Community and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent (DCCED) to do testing, both witten and
practical, and provide sem nars. They do require some |icensees
who are on probation for violations to attend semnars at the
nmeetings to begin expanding the gui des' educati on.

SENATOR DYSON asked for an idea of the nore outrageous things
| i censes get revoked for.

M5. POLLEY said the nore outrageous things usually go through
the court system first and are either admtted and the |icense
is revoked through a consent agreenent or if it isn't, the board
has a hearing and revokes it. |Issues have included illegal
taking of game, ganme products going across state and federal
lines without the appropriate authority and things |ike that.

4:03: 39 PM
SENATOR BISHOP said he liked her background as a vocational
educat or.

SENATOR DYSON said he liked her background as a nerchant marine
ski pper.

CHAIR GESSEL found no further coments and closed public
testinmony on Ms. Polley and invited M. Atkins to describe his
interest and qualifications for this position.

4:04:29 PM

JAMES ATKINS, nomnee for the Big Gane Conmercial Services
Board, Anchorage, Al aska, said he is a 40-year Al aska resident
and had been flying the Alaska Peninsula for over 30 years as a
pil ot and gui de and nade a business out of transporting the |ast
few years. His big concern is the resource; he enjoys the
outdoors and camaraderie with the guides and hunters of Al aska
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He felt it was tinme to pay back and was encouraged to apply by
two fornmer board nenbers.

4:06: 05 PM

SENATOR FRENCH thanked him for being willing to serve and said
part of his job mght nmake him stand in judgnent before soneone
he has known through his professional contacts and asked if he
felt confortabl e doing that.

MR. ATKINS said that wouldn't be a problem He is a resource
person as well as a law and order person. If you break the |aws
or bend the rules, your friendship is not going to nmatter that
nmuch.

4:07: 00 PM

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH thanked him for being willing to serve and
said she was |looking at his conflict of interest answer to this
guestion: Could you or any nenbers of your famly be affected
financially by decisions to be nmade by the board or conm ssion
for which you are applying? He answered no. Others had answered
yes, because they were involved either as a pilot or sonmewhere
el se and she wanted himto explain why he thought he wouldn't be
financially affected (she noted that he was retired and it m ght
be less inportant in his econom c well being).

MR. ATKINS answered that he didn't see any conflict of interest,
because he is a retired electrician and used to do the guiding
and flying to subsidize construction work. No one else in his
famly 1is in any type of outdoor business or has any
relati onship with his business.

SENATOR FAI RCLOUGH asked if he still pilots or guides now.

MR. ATKINS answered yes; he is a licensed air taxi (since 1999)
and has held a guide license since about 1989. He has about
9,000 hours in a Piper Super Cub flying nostly the Al aska
Peninsula and nost of his clientele are small guides that don't
have planes. He also does sonme drop off hunts for resident
Al askans.

4:09:42 PM
CHAI R G ESSEL asked what he thought about limting the nunber of
guides in certain areas to reduce the hunting pressure.

MR, ATKINS answered that he had struggled with the issue, but

the nunber of guides has to be limted. However, there is a
chance that sone of the younger and the older guides wll be
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left out through some of DNR s proposed |anguage that is very
strict and has |anguage that doesn't apply. He understands the
reason behind it, because there is a conflict between the public
and the guides in certain areas, but as a "resource person" that
watched the Miltalin caribou herd disappear, he feels deeply
t roubl ed about the resource.

4:11:48 PM

CHAI R G ESSEL opened public testinony on M. Atkins and finding
none, she closed public testinmony. She invited M. Jones to tel
the commttee about his interest in and qualifications for the
appointnment to this board.

4:12:14 PM

JAMES "DAVI D' JONES, nominee to the Big Gane Conmercial Services
Board, Kodiak, Al aska, related that he cane up in 1977 to be an
air taxi pilot, which he did for several years; he then noved
into comercial fishing and sport fish guiding. Although
t hroughout his history here he participated in transporting
hunters and fishernmen as an air taxi pilot and a Coast Quard
licensed captain, recently he had beconme a I|icensed gane
transporter. Retiring board nenbers asked him to put his nane
forward, because they thought he might do a good job. He doesn't
have a lot of experience in the board arena, but he hoped to
hel p the people of Al aska by doing it.

4:14: 33 PM
SENATOR FRENCH asked if he had attended any neetings of the
Commer ci al Servi ces Board.

MR, JONES answered that he had participated at the |ast week's
nmeeting in Fairbanks.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if he wanted to share anything about it.

MR. JONES said it was a "nice |learning experience" in which
enjoyed neeting the nenbers and discovered what it was al
about. He learned that sonme financial matters need to be | ooked
at .

CHAI R G ESSEL opened public testinmny on M. Jones' appointnent
and finding no conments, she closed public testinony and thanked
him for being available to the commttee.

4:16: 23 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL announced the conmittee would next take up the
appointment of M. Gene Peltola to Big Gane Commercial Services
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Boar d, but t here wer e t echni cal difficulties w th t he
t el econference to Bethel.

SENATOR FRENCH said he got just a paragraph from M. Peltola, a
thin resunme to work from

4:17:50 PM
At ease from4:17 to 4:20 p. m

4:20: 47 PM
CHAIR G ESSEL welcomed M. Stacey to testify on M. Peltola's
appoi nt ment .

4.:21: 05 PM

THOR STACEY, | obbyist, Al aska Professional Hunters Association

Juneau, Al aska, supported M. Peltola' s appointnent to the Big
Ganme Commercial Services Board. In general Rural Alaska is the
nost inportant conponent of the state's game resource and having
sonmeone from the Bethel region that is known to his nenbers and
recommended nmekes himfeel very confortable.

CHAIR G ESSEL thanked M. Stacey and said the question before
themis if they want to hold his appointnent over until they can
speak to him It is not a mandatory requirenent, she said.

4:22:50 PM

SENATOR M CCICHE said he thought it was appropriate to ask for
an application that gives them sonme idea of his experience and
enpl oyment history and an idea of how he feels about it.

CHAIR G ESSEL said she would cross his nane off the commttee
report.

She announced that in accordance with AS 39.05.080 the Resources
Commttee reviewed the follow ng and recommends the appoi ntnents
of Janmes Atkins, Janes David Jones, and Karen Polley to the Big
Gamre Commercial Services Board be forwarded to a joint session
for consideration. This does not reflect any intent by any of
the nenbers to vote for or against the confirmation of the
i ndi vi dual s during any further sessions.

4:24: 43 PM

CHAI R G ESSEL adjourned the Senate Resources Committee neeting
at 4:24 p.m
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