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Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 211 on behal f of the sponsor.

REPRESENTATI VE STEVE THOVPSON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 269.

JANE PI ERSQN, Staff

Representative Steve Thonpson

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provi ded supporting information on HB 269 on
behal f of the sponsor.

RANDY SWEET, Director of Health I npact

Uni ted Way of Anchorage

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 269.

DR, JULI E ROBI NSQON, DDS

Al aska Dental Society and

Al aska M ssion of Mercy

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 269.

DR. DAVID LOGAN, DDS, Legislative Chair

Al aska Dental Society

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: O fered supporting information related to HB
211.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:33:21 PM

CHAIR MKE DUNLEAVY called the Senate Labor and Comerce
Standing Committee neeting to order at 1:33 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators O son, Stedman, and Chair Dunl eavy.
Senat or M cciche arrived soon thereafter.

HB 211- EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES

1: 33: 58 PM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of HB 211. "An Act
relating to the education and enploynent of individuals wth
disabilities.” He noted that this was the first hearing but the
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committee previously heard the conpanion bill sponsored by
Senator McGuire. [CSHB 211(FIN) was before the commttee.]

1:34:13 PM
SENATOR STEDVAN noved conceptual Anmendnment 1
AVENENMENT 1
OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR STEDVAN

TG CSHB 211(FIN), Version "P"

Page 1, line 8:
Del ete: "State"
| nsert: "Education"

CHAI R DUNLEAVY obj ected for an expl anati on.

SENATOR STEDVAN explained that it's a technical anmendnent to
correctly recogni ze the Secretary of Educati on.

CHAIR DUNLEAVY renoved his objection. Finding no further
obj ection, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

1:35:04 PM

VASILIOS Jd ALOPSCS, Staff, Representative Charisse Mllett,
i ntroduced HB 211 on behalf of the sponsor. He highlighted that
the bill was the conpanion to SB 163 that the commttee heard
several weeks ago. He explained that the intent of HB 211 is to
make Al aska an enploynent first state, which is a national
novenent for all state agencies to woirk toward gainful
integrated enploynent for persons wth disabilities. Studies
show that this lowers public health costs while helping a
vul nerabl e popul ation to self-actuali ze.

He noted the differences between HB 211 and SB 163. On page 1,
line 15, |anguage was added to clarify that in addition to
gai nful enploynent, a school district's primry objective and
preferred outcone also includes enrollnent in postsecondary
education. Subsection (c) in Section 2 was also anmended to
elimnate the provision that required the Departnent of
Educati on and Early Devel opnent (DEED), to collect data that was
al ready being collected by the Departnent of Labor and Wbrkforce
Devel opnent (DOLWD). Elimnating this redundancy did away wth
the fiscal inpact to DEED so all the fiscal notes are zero.

SENATOR OLSON asked if there was any opposition to the bill.
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MR. GAIALOPSOS said there was one individual who expressed
concern but other than that, there has been overwhel m ng support
for the bill

CHAI R DUNLEAVY opened public testinony.

1: 38:53 PM

RICH SANDERS, Staff, Governor's Council on D sabilities and
Speci al Education and Program Coordinator, D vision of Senior
and Disabilities Services, Departnent of Health and Social
Services (DHSS), said he was avail abl e for questions.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY cl osed public testinmony and solicited a notion.

1:39: 31 PM

SENATOR STEDVAN noved to report CS for HB 211, as anended, from
commttee with individual recommendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that wthout objection, SCS CSHB
211(L&C) nmoved fromthe Senate Labor and Comrerce Committee.

1:39: 56 PM
At Ease

HB 269-1 MVUNI TY FOR VOL. HEALTH CARE PROVI DER

1:41:.22 PM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY reconvened the neeting and announced the
consideration of HB 269. "An Act relating to imunity for health
care providers who provide health care services voluntarily and
wi t hout pay; and providing for an effective date.” This was the
first hearing. [CSHB 269(JUD) was before the commttee.]

1:41: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE STEVE THOWPSON, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau,
Al aska, sponsor of HB 269, introduced the bill speaking to the
fol | ow ng sponsor statenent:

HB 269 was drafted due to liability concerns
surrounding an inaugural Alaska Mssion of Mercy
(AKMOM) event organized by the Al aska Dental Society,
and scheduled in Anchorage this comng April. The
M ssion of Mercy program was started by a group of
dentists thirteen years ago in Virginia. The MM
prograns provide free dental care to local residents
who would not otherwi se have access to affordable
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dental care. To date, the Mssion of Mercy Programin
Al aska has 187 dentist volunteers, seven from out-of-
state. The AKMOM program wll provide extractions,
fillings and cleanings as well as other procedures
that can be appropriately performed in a mssion
setting. Qut-of-State dental professionals wll be
licensed to provide pro bono services under courtesy
licenses issued by the Alaska Board of Dental
Exam ners. A courtesy i cense IS a medi ca
professional license issued by the Board for the
purposes of providing free services and enforcing
state disciplinary provisions.

The problem is that there is no clear answer as to
whet her an out-of-state dental professional issued a

courtesy license is <covered under Alaska Statute
09.65.300. AS 09.65.300 provides statutory immunity
against «civil danmges resulting from an act or

om ssion of a health care provider who provides free
health care services, wthin the scope of their
license. Under AS 09.65.300 a patient nust receive

witten notice of this imunity as well as giving
informed consent before any nedical service is
provi ded. Under AS 09.65.300 patients still have the

right to sue the nedical provider for civil damages
resulting from the provider’'s gross negligence, or
reckl ess or intentional m sconduct.

Unfortunately, it 1is wunclear whether these out-of-
state dental professionals, participating in the AKMOM
event qualify under AS 09.65.300, the Volunteer Health
Care Provider Imunity Act of 2004. The original
purpose of the statute was to allow retired Al aska
physicians to volunteer their services. The Depart nent
of Law opines that the neaning of the law wll
ultimately have to be interpreted in a court case.

HB 269 will clarify AS 09.65.300, ensuring that civi
immunity is extended to these out-of-state nedical
professionals who are |l|icensed to provide dental
services in Alaska during the Mssion of Mercy Event,
wi thout having the issue conme before a |engthy
proceedi ng before the Court.

Pl ease join Representative Thonpson in supporting this
| egi sl ati on.
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SENATOR THOVAS advised that the bill was anmended to provide
clarity as to how AS 09.65.300 applies to chiropractors, nurses,
physi cians, and dentists who are issued tenporary courtesy
nmedical licenses in order to provide free nedical services to
Al askans. Sideboards were also added to ensure that the consent
is given in witing and that a person receiving health care
service is given the nane of a health care provider in the state
to contact for emergency followup care wwthin 30 days. He noted
that this Mssion of Mrcy event will be held April 11-12 in
Anchorage. The expectation is that 2,000 people wll receive
care.

1:44: 49 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE joined the commttee.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY asked if there was a fiscal note.

JANE PIERSON, Staff, Senator Steve Thonpson, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, said there are two fiscal notes and
both are zero.

SENATOR OLSON asked what other health care providers are
included in the bill.

SENATOR THOVAS replied the bill was anended to give tenporary
licenses to chiropractors, nurses, physicians, and denti sts.

SENATOR OLSON asked if nurse aides, pharmacists, and pharnmacists
t echni ci ans were included.

MS5. PIERSON replied there may be an exception for nurse aides if
they' re working under a registered nurse.

1:47:45 PM

RANDY SWEET, Director of Health Inpact, United Way of Anchorage,
Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of HB 269. She reported
that an actuary study said that 20.6 percent of Al askans do not
have health insurance. The current Volunteer Health Care
Provider Immunity Act gives protection to Al aska providers who
volunteer to help vulnerable Al askans and many have benefited
from these donated services. She asked the commttee to build on
this success by allowing professionals from other states who
have an Al aska tenporary courtesy |license to donate health care
services under the protections that are given to Alaska health
care providers.

1:49: 09 PM
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Dr. JULIE ROBINSON, DDS, Alaska Dental Society and Al aska
M ssion of Mercy (MOV, testified in support of HB 269. She
reported that they currently have 1,454 volunteers to neet the
M ssion of Mercy goal of serving 2,000 Al askans in two days. She
enphasi zed that HB 269 offers inportant immunity protections to
i ndi vi dual s who have generously nmade an effort to cone to Al aska
to donate their services and to those mlitary nenbers who are
taking their day off to provide health care to underserved
residents.

1: 52: 04 PM
DR. DAVID LOGAN, DDS, Legislative Chair, Alaska Dental Society,
stated support for HB 211 and offered to answer questi ons.

SENATOR M CClI CHE asked him to discuss the Mssion of Mrcy so
t hat Al askans coul d understand why the bill is inportant.

DR. LOGAN said this will be the first attenpt to do a m ssion of
mercy in Alaska. It's taken two years to develop the mssion
because it's very conplicated to box and ship what anobunts to
the typical dental operatory for a tenporary purpose. He
di scussed the recogni zed need for nore dental care and the fact
that many Alaskans find it financially inaccessible. Having an
event that can get people in and deal with their dental problens
is very inportant for the community, he said. The plan is to
nove the event to other locations in the state because there's a
recogni zed need statewide. The imunity offered in HB 269 is a
val uable addition to mlitary personnel and individuals who are
coming fromother states to donate their services.

SENATOR M CCI CHE summarized the plan in Anchorage and descri bed
the effort as a commendabl e service to Al askans.

1: 56: 47 PM
SENATOR OLSON asked if he served on the dental board.

DR. LOGAN said yes, he served as president for three years.

SENATOR OLSON asked how dentists are screened to elimnate those
wi t h questionabl e pasts.

DR. LOGAN replied that it's a matter of an electronic query to
any license a person has and then there's a background check in
case sonebody neglects to disclose a license they have. The
requi renents vary with the profession, but for the dental board
the participants nust have an unbl em shed disciplinary past in
any state they've held a |icense.
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SENATOR OLSON asked if the dentistry databank was national and
equi valent to the one for physicians.

DR. LOGAN confirned that there was a national database for
dentists, but he wasn't sure if it ran in parallel or was part
of the same system as for physicians.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced he would hold HB 269 for further
consi deration, and public testinmony would remain open.

1:58:56 PM

There being no further business to come before the conmmttee
Chair Dunl eavy adjourned the Senate Labor and Conmerce Standing
Commttee neeting at 1:58 p. m
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