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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:07:27 AM

CHAIR MKE DUNLEAVY called the Senate Labor and Conmerce
Standing Committee neeting to order at 8:07 a.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Stedman, M cciche, dson, and Chair
Dunl eavy.

HB  50- MULTI - UNI T HOUSI NG COVMERCI AL USE

8:09: 00 AM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of HB 50. "An Act
authorizing the Al aska Housing Finance Corporation to allow
certain comercial wuses in a multi-unit residential housing
devel opnent owned or financed by the corporation and limting
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board's issuance of «certain
licenses to premises in the residential housing devel opnent."” He
noted this was the second hearing. [CSHB 50(FIN) was before the
conmi ttee.]
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8:09: 12 AM

JOSHUA WALTON, Staff, Representative Ma Costello, sponsor of HB
50, summarized the intent of the bill. He explained that it
gives the Al aska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) flexibility
to authorize certain comrercial uses in multi-unit residential
housing properties owned or | eased by AHFC. The bill
specifically excludes particular businesses that are not deened
famly friendly. He offered to answer questions.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY noted the individuals who were available to
answer questions.

8:10:48 AM
STACY SHUBERT, Director of Governnent Relations, Alaska Housing
Fi nance Corporation (AHFC), introduced herself and offered to

answer questi ons.
CHAI R DUNLEAVY found no public testinony and closed it.

8:11: 33 AM
SENATOR M CCICHE said he was confortable with the bill and
t hought it would help make AHFC properties nore marketable and
producti ve.

CHAIR DUNLEAVY found no further questions or comments and
solicited a notion.

8:11: 47 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE noved to report CSHB 50, 28-LS0155\0 from
commttee with individual recommendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that w thout objection CSHB 50(FIN)
noved fromthe Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing Commttee.

8:12: 05 AM
At ease

HB 125- TOPI CAL _EYE MEDS PRESCRI PTI ON REFI LLS

8:13:18 AM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY reconvened the neeting and announced the
consideration of HB 125. "An Act prohibiting a health care
insurer from denying coverage for an additional |limted quantity
of prescription t opi cal eye medi cati on under certain
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circunstances.” He noted this was the second hearing. [CSHB
125(L&C) AM was before the commttee. ]

8:13:46 AM
CHRI SSY MCNALLY, Staff, Representative Lindsey Hol nmes, sponsor
of HB 125, sunmarized the bill. She said it wll allow

i ndi vidual s who require prescription eye nedications for chronic
di seases to receive refills before the prescribed renewal date.
She expl ai ned that prescription eye drops are currently neasured
the sanme as prescription pills; one drop equals one dose.
Because drops are sonetinmes dispensed unevenly, an individual

may run out of their prescription earlier than their insurance
provider will pay for a refill. The bill alleviates that problem
by requiring health insurance providers to allow refills of eye
drop prescriptions prior to the last day of the dosage period

as long as the refill S approved by the doctor.
Opht hal nol ogi sts, optonetrists support the bill and insurance
provi ders have no objection to it.

8:14: 45 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked if she was famliar with schedul ed drugs.

MS. MCNALLY said no.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY suggested that M. Levitt could address the
guesti on.

8:15:10 AM
M CHAEL LEVITT, Anerican Acadeny of Ophthal nol ogy, introduced
hi nmsel f.

SENATOR OLSON asked if he was an ophthal nol ogist and famliar
wi th the schedul e of drugs.

M5. LEVITT said he was not an ophthal nologist, but he was
famliar with the schedul e of drugs.

SENATOR COLSON asked where prescription eye drops fell on the
schedul e of controll ed substances.

MR. LEVITT acknow edged that sonme prescription eye drops fall in
the controlled substance category, but that isn't the typica
practice. Wien that category is prescribed, it's postoperatively
for a limted period of tinme. He said the bill is intended for
things |like glaucoma and other chronic diseases. The regular
practice in ophthal nol ogy does not require the chronic use of
pain killers.
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8:16:48 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked if the bill would apply to a prescription
for a corneal anesthetic.

MR, LEVITT said yes, but a person typically would not be on that
sort of nedication for nore than 30 days.

SENATOR OLSON asked what kind of controls or safeguards there
woul d be for sonebody who has gl aucona.

MR. LEVITT explained the treatnent for glaucoma. Drops are
prescribed to regulate the pressure in the eye and the patient
is asked to come back for routine checkups to see if the drug is
working. If the drops don't work, there are nore invasive
interventions with |lasers or scal pels.

SENATOR OLSON said his question is how a person can continue to
get refills if the pressure isn't under good control

MR LEVITT said there are hundreds of different types of
gl aucoma, and the patient normally wouldn't go blind for years.
| f the pressure rises gradually, the ophthal nologist w Il adjust
t he medi cati ons.

SENATOR CLSON asked about narrow angl e gl aucoma.

MR LEVITT said there would be imediate intervention for that
serious and acute gl aucona.

SENATOR OLSON asked how many ot her states have this.

VB. MCNALLY said four other states have a simlar |aw
Connecticut, Maryland, New Mexico, and New YorKk.

8:21:57 AM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY found no public testinmony and closed it. He
solicited a notion.

8:22: 04 AM

SENATOR M CCI CHE noved to report CSHB 125, 28-LS0431\0O A, from
commttee with individual recommendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

8:22:22 AM

SENATOR STEDVMAN objected to question the version before the
conmittee.
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8:22:48 AM
At ease

8:23:15 AM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY reconvened the neeting.

SENATOR STEDVAN wi t hdrew hi s obj ecti on.

SENATOR OLSON conmented that having practiced nedicine in Bush
Al aska he fully appreciates how serious it can be to run out of
nmedi cation. He said he stands in full support of the bill.

8.23:56 AM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that without objection, CSHB 125(L&C)
AM noved fromthe Senate Labor and Conmerce Standing Conmitt ee.

8:24:10 AM
At ease

HB 147- EXTEND AUTI SM EARLY DI AGNCSI S TASK FORCE

8:25:49 AM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of HB 147. "An Act
extending the reporting date for and the termnation date of the
Conpr ehensive Autism Early Diagnosis and Treatnment Task Force;
and providing for an effective date.” He noted that this was the
first hearing.

8:26:14 AM
REPRESENTATI VE DAN SADDLER, sponsor of HB 147, said the purpose
of the bill is to extend the reporting date of the Conprehensive

Autism Early Diagnosis and Treatnent Task Force to January 15,
2015. He explained that autism is a neural behavioral disorder
characterized by dimnished communication and social skills,
which often manifest early in life. Although it is incurable, it
is treatable. Studies show that early treatnment can inprove the
life prospects of those with autism save the state noney, and
keep fam |ies together.

He explained that the nine-nmenber task force was established to
make recomendations to the legislature for the devel opnent of a
statewide plan to support early diagnosis and treatnent of
autism They were charged with making recommendations for draft
| egislation to provide coverage to the greatest nunber of
Al askans, for evaluating the fiscal effects of the proposals,
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and for analyzing how the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act will affect the reconmendati ons.

8:27:48 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked what the task force acconplished in the |ast
year .

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER explained that the task force hasn't
acconplished anything other than initial organizational work
because the nenbers weren't approved by both bodies until
Novenber 2012.

SENATOR M CCICHE renmarked that this is a group of very active
i ndi viduals who have been working to help famlies struggling
with autism long before the task force was formed. He said it's
safe to say that they've already acconplished quite a | ot good.

SENATOR STEDVAN noted that the expiration had passed.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER agreed and noted the retroactivity
cl ause.

8:29:48 AM
SENATOR STEDMAN encouraged the sponsor to engage the |eadership
teamto ensure that the bill doesn't get held up the |ast day of

t he session.
REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER acknowl edged t he suggesti on.

8:30: 20 AM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY found no public testinony and asked for a notion.

8:30: 28 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE nobved to report HB 147, 28-LS0438\A, from
conmmttee with individual reconmmendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that w thout objection, HB 147 noved
fromthe Senate Labor and Commerce Standing Committee.

8:30:47 AM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Dunl eavy adjourned the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Comm ttee neeting at 8:30 a. m

SENATE L&C COW TTEE - 9- April 11, 2013



