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W TNESS REG STER

CECI LE ELLIOTT, Staff

Representati ve M ke Hawker

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 263 on behal f of the sponsor.

RON KREHER, Director

Di vi sion of Public Assistance

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to HB 263.
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MARI E DARLI N, Menber

AARP

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 263.

DENI SE DANI ELLO, Executive Director

Al aska Conm ssion on Aging

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 263.

THOVAS BROMN, St af f

Representative Gabriell e LeDoux

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska
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JOHN ROSSI E, Executive Director
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Littl eton, Col orado

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 25.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 33: 07 PM

CHAI R BERT STEDMAN cal led the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 1:33 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators M cciche, Meyer, and Chair Stedman.

HB 263- EXTEND SENI OR BENEFI TS PAYMENT PROGRAM

1:33:44 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consideration of HB 263. [CSHB 263
(HSS) was before the commttee.]

CECI LE ELLIOIT, Staff, Representative M ke Hawker, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, introduced HB 263 on behalf of the
sponsor. She related that HB 263 extends the senior benefits
program from June 2015 wuntil June 2021. It is a needs-based
program established in 2007, and provides nonthly cash
assi stance to residents age 65 years or older. The beneficiaries
receive nonthly cash of $125, $175, or $250, depending on their
i ncone. Approximately 11,000 of Alaska's |owest inconme senior
citizens will be served by this program in the current fiscal
year.
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M5. ELLIOIT referred to a docunment in nenbers' files from the
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) that shows the
hi story of senior benefits under various nanes.

CHAI R STEDVAN requested a synopsis of that docunent.

M5. ELLIOIT reported that from 1972 to present there have been
four significant changes in senior benefits. The Longevity Bonus
Program becane the Senior Assistance Program then the Senior
Care Program and currently, the Senior Benefits Program
Changes were nmade due to costs and prioritizing the nbst needy
to receive a benefit.

CHAI R STEDVAN noted the intent of the commttee is to hear from
t he sponsor, take public testinony, and set HB 263 asi de.

1: 36: 24 PM
At ease

1:36: 50 PM
CHAIR STEDVAN asked the commttee nenbers if they have any
guesti ons.

SENATOR MEYER recalled the history of changes in senior benefits
progranms. He asked how the current programis working out.

M5. ELLIOIT said there are 11,000 seniors with the greatest
needs benefiting fromthis program

SENATOR MEYER questioned if the noney is neeting their basic
needs. He asked if the seniors pay taxes on the benefits.

M5. ELLIOIT said they do not.

SENATOR MEYER asked if seniors in a state-subsidized facility
recei ve senior benefits.

MS. ELLI OIT said no.

SENATOR MEYER asked if there are six enployees working on the
program

1:38:58 PM

RON KREHER, Director, Division of Public Assistance, Departnent
of Health and Social Services (DHSS), Juneau, Al aska, answered
guestions related to HB 263. He related that there are six
positions attached to the program that have been in the

SENATE HSS COW TTEE -4- March 19, 2014



operating budget since the Senior Benefits Paynment Program was
est abl i shed.

MR. KREHER poi nted out that the programis successful because it
is helping seniors to be able to remain safely in their hones
and in their communities, which is a priority of DHSS. About 56
percent of the recipients are on Adult Public Assistance and the
program augnents that funding. Another 30 percent are on food
stanps. He concluded that the seniors who benefit by the program
are truly needy.

SENATOR MEYER recalled the tough decision when cutting the
Longevity Bonus, which all seniors got. He asked if the seniors
have to enroll every year.

MR. KREHER said there is an annual renewal process.
SENATOR MEYER asked if that is why six staff are needed.
MR. KREHER sai d yes; the staff also nonitor other prograns.

SENATOR M CClI CHE asked why asset levels are not counted for
eligibility.

1:42: 00 PM

MR. KREHER rel ated that the program does not have an asset test
because so many individuals are receiving benefits from other
prograns, such as Medicaid, food stanps, and public assistance.
He noted that individuals in need are asset poor and often
assets are dedicated to end-of-life events.

SENATOR M CCI CHE said he can understand why soneone in a Pioneer
Home or an Alaska Veteran's Hone does not receive senior
benefits. He asked why individuals in private nursing hones or
in mental health institutions do not receive senior benefits.

MR. KREHER said typically individuals that are in a care
facility receive a stipend. Wien the Senior Benefit Program was
reaut hori zed several years ago, an anendnent included an
increase in stipends for people in institutionalized settings.
He stated that for nobst of the assistance prograns, the |evel of
care i s being net.

1:44:.29 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE hi ghlighted sonme of the supporting docunents of
the bill. He said in his district, the Kenai Peninsula Borough

there are over 1,000 recipients of senior benefits. He thought
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that nunber seened high for a borough with 54,000 people, but
concluded that there are inconme challenges in sonme of the
communi ties.

MR. KREHER opined that the ratio is representative of the senior
popul ation in each borough. He added that Alaska has an aging
popul ati on.

CHAI R STEDVAN noted a fiscal note from DHSS for $23 nmillion in
general funds for FY 15, already included in the Governor's
budget .

CHAI R STEDVAN opened public testinony.

1:46: 24 PM

MARI E DARLI N, Menber, AARP, Juneau, Al aska, testified in support
of HB 263. She related that she lives in Fireweed Place, housing
for seniors of a variety of inconme |evels. She said nmany seniors
are not taking advantage of all the prograns and many don't want
state services. She maintained that many should be applying
because they need hel p; any assistance for independent seniors
hel ps keep them out of facilities. She said HB 263 is a way to
provi de much needed help for seniors.

1:48: 49 PM

DENI SE DANI ELLO, Executive Director, Al aska Comr ssion on Aging,
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), Juneau, Al aska,
testified in support of HB 263. She referred to a letter from
the Conmm ssion in nenbers' packets. She said the Conm ssion has
supported the Senior Benefits Program from its onset. She
stressed that the program really does nake a difference. She
shared that the average age of the recipient is 75 and the
ol dest is 107. She related that often with a married couple the
husband gets sick, they spend down the famly assets, and the
wife is left a widow She reported that about two-thirds of the
reci pients are wonen.

SENATOR M CCI CHE stated his support for HB 263 and the previous
Longevity Bonus. He wanted to encourage seniors to remain in
Al aska.

CHAI R STEDMAN t hanked Ms. Daniello for her testinony. He closed
public testinony.

1:51:43 PM
MS. ELLIOT thanked the commttee for hearing the bill
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CHAI R STEDMAN held HB 263 in comm ttee.

HIR 25- VI ETNAM VETS: SERVI CE- RELATED DI SEASES

1:52:12 PM

CHAIR STEDVMAN announced the consideration of HIR 25. [CSHIR
25(M.V) was before the commttee.] He said it is the first
hearing on the bill. The intent is to have the sponsor introduce
the resolution, take public testinony, and set the resolution
aside for further review. He noted a zero fiscal note.

THOVAS BROWN, Staff, Representative Gabrielle LeDoux, Al aska
State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska, presented HIR 25 on behal f of
t he sponsor. He provided background information on HIR 25. In
1991 Congress passed the Agent Orange Act, which forced the
Veterans Adm nistration (VA) to nmake a presunption of exposure
for any Vi etnam Veteran who di spl ayed synptons related to that
herbi ci de and then to provide themw th nedical or financial
benefits.

He said in 2002, the VA redefined what nade a veteran eligible
for those benefits, choosing to limt themto only those

vet erans who had served on the ground, dismissing all the off-
shore Navy and Marine personnel from coverage. This was done

wi t hout any scientific, nedical, or legal reasons. Over the |ast
six years, the Institute of Medicine, the health armof the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Sciences, has issued four separate reports,
i ncl udi ng one conducted at the request of the VA all of which
concluded that there are no legitinate reasons to excl ude
menbers of the Blue Water Navy fromreceiving benefits rel ated
to Agent Orange.

He said there is currently a bill before Congress, HR-543, the
Bl ue Water Navy Vi etnam Veterans Act of 2013, which woul d
reverse this arbitrary act of bureaucracy, returning nedical
benefits and conpensation to the veterans who have earned them
There are 174 co-sponsors fromboth sides of the isle for HR-
543, including Don Young.

MR. BROWN concl uded that HIR 25 is sinply a resolution to urge
Congress to honor veterans and pass the Blue Water Navy Veterans
Act of 2013. Washington, D.C has the obligation to provide
veterans with medi cal and financial assistance they deserve.
Shoul d HIR 25 pass, copies will be delivered to the President,

Vi ce President, Congress, and the Secretary of Veterans’

Affairs. There are potentially hundreds of veterans in need of
assi stance due to exposure to toxins.

SENATE HSS COW TTEE -7- March 19, 2014



1:55: 24 PM
SENATOR MEYER asked how many veterans this would affect in
Al aska.

MR. BROMWN said there are 609 Al aska veterans who were nenbers of
the Blue Water Navy, but it is unknown how many need this
assi st ance.

CHAI R STEDVAN opened public testinony.

1:56: 30 PM

JOHN ROSSIE, Executive Director, Blue Water Navy Vi etnam Veteran
Association, Littleton, Colorado, testified in support of HIR
25. He described the association as an educational 501(c)(3),
whose job it is to put together materials that would educate the
general public, as well as legislators, about the issues
regardi ng the change in the VA | aw.

CHAI R STEDVAN cl osed public testinony.
MR. BROM requested that the conmttee pass the bill.

1: 58: 03 PM
CHAI R STEDVAN held HIR 25 in committee.

1:58:18 PM

There being nothing further to cone before the commttee, Chair
St edman adj ourned the Senate Health and Social Service Standing
Conmittee at 1:58 p. m
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