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W TNESS REG STER

PETE ECKLUND, St aff

Representative Al an Austernman

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: On behal f of Representative Austerman, Co-
Chair, Free Conference Commttee (FCC) on HB 23, explained the
proposed Free Conference Conmittee Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23.

H LARY MARTI N, Attorney

Legi sl ative Legal Counsel

Legi sl ative Legal Services

Legi slative Affairs Agency

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the discussion of
the Free Conference Comrittee Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23.

PAT KEMP, Conmi ssi oner

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Juneau, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the discussion of
the Free Conference Commttee Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23.

ANCELA RODELL, Conmi ssi oner

Depart ment of Revenue (DOR)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the discussion of
the Free Conference Conmittee Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:03: 08 AM

CO- CHAIR ALAN AUSTERMAN called the Free Conference Conmittee
neeting on HB 23 to order at 8:03 a.m Represent ati ves
Austerman and Stoltze and Senators MQ@ire and Mcciche were
present at the call to order. Representative Drummond and
Senat or Gardner arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 23- KNI K ARM CROSSI NG AHFC

8:03:25 AM

CO CHAI R AUSTERMAN announced the only item on the cal endar would
be the Free Conference Commttee on HB 23. He expl ained the
goal of the Free Conference Comrittee on is to reach consensus
agreenent on the Free Conference Commttee substitute (FCCS) for
HB 23 and reconmend it to both bodies for approval. Pursuant to
Uniform Rule 42, the Free Conference Conmittee was appointed by
t he House on April 23, 2014 and the Senate on April 24, 2014. A
Free Conference Commttee may suggest any anmendnents that are
clearly germane to the original bill. Adoption of the
conference conmmttee report requires an affirmative vote by a
majority of menbers from each house.

8:04:11 AM

CO CHAIR MCQU RE noved that the Free Conference Conmittee on HB
23 adopt the proposed Free Conference Conmmttee Substitute
(FCCS) for HB 23, |abeled 28-LS0141\H, WMartin, 4/24/14.

CO CHAI R AUSTERMAN obj ect ed for discussion purposes.

8:04:57 AM

PETE ECKLUND, Staff, Representative Al an Austernman, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, provided an overview of the proposed Free
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Conference Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23 on behalf of
Representative Austerman, Co-Chair, Free Conference Conmittee on

HB 23. He explained that nenbers have the Free Conference
Commttee Substitute (FCCS) for HB 23 and an acconpanying
sectional analysis [included in nenbers' packets]. He provided

a broad overview of the FCCS HB 23, stating that the bill strips
many of the powers and duties from the Knik Arm Bridge and Toll

Aut hority (KABATA). It renmoves KABATA's ability to bond and
exerci se the power of em nent domain, but allows KABATA to be a
toll authority and collector once the project is constructed.

He said that this |eaves KABATA sone ability to operate and
maintain the bridge structure after conpletion; however ,

KABATA's powers and duties have very much been curtail ed.

Additionally, the FCCS HB 23 also instructs the Departnent of
Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) to seek a
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA)
| oan.

8:06:40 AM

MR. ECKLUND provided a section-by-section analysis of the HCCS
HB 23. He said Section 1 authorizes the Departnent of
Transportation & Publ i c Facilities ( DOT&PF) to i ncur
i ndebtedness to the Federal H ghway Adm ni stration, U. S
Department of Transportation for a TIFI A | oan.

8:06: 56 AM

MR. ECKLUND related that Section 2 anends the purpose of the
Kni k Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABATA). Section 3 provides
that KABATA my not be termnated if it has obligations
outstanding, including an obligation to the state under AS
37.15. 225. Section 4 would apply the Executive Budget Act to
the operating budget of KABATA Section 5 would anmend the

powers  of KABATA and renoves the authority to incur
i ndebt edness, i ssue bonds, apply for permts, perform
engi neering and design studies, and exercise the power of
em nent donmai n. Section 6 would renove |anguage authorizing
KABATA to plan, design, construct, and operate the Knik Arm
Bridge and appurtenant facilities. It also would renove
| anguage gi vi ng KABATA the exclusive authority to determ ne and
fix fees, rents, tolls, rates, and other charges. Section 7

would renove |anguage related to bonds from AS 19.75.261.
Section 8 would renove "acquisition, design, construction” from
AS 18. 75. 291.

8:08:11 AM
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MR. ECKLUND related that Section 9 requires the departnent to
transfer control of the Knik Arm Bridge and appurtenant
facilities to KABATA after construction of the bridge. It al so
woul d aut horize KABATA to operate the bridge and appurtenant
facilities but retains ownership of the bridge, appurtenant
facilities, and real property; and the power to reconstruct,
equi p, extend, nmaintain, or inprove the bridge and appurtenant
facilities wth the DOT&PF. He stated that Section 10 nakes
conform ng changes to AS 19.75.915 and Section 11 would permt
the departnment to set fees, rents, tolls, or other charges for
the use of the Knik Arm Bridge and appurtenant facilities in
excess of operating costs.

8:08: 56 AM

MR. ECKLUND stated that Section 12 authorizes the state to issue
revenue bonds to build the Knik Arm Bridge and appurtenant
facilities. More specifically, Section 37.15.255 would
aut horize the state to issue toll revenue bonds. It also would
require the proceeds of the sale of the bonds to be deposited in
the Knik Arm construction fund and requires notice to the
| egi slature before issuance of bonds. He indicated this
provision prevents the state from issuing bonds wuntil the
Federal H ghway Admnistration (FHWY), U S. Departnment of
Transportation (US-DOT) has approved a loan to the state of at
| east 30 percent of the total project cost under TIFIA  Section
37.15.230 would establish the Knik Arm construction fund to be
used for the construction of the Knik Arm Bridge and appurtenant
facilities. He stated that Section 37.15.235 limts the toll
bridge revenue bonds to $300 mllion. Section 37.15.240 would
create the toll bridge revenue fund. The reserve fund may only
be used to pay the bonds, redeem the bonds, and pay indebtedness
under TIFI A Section 37.15.245 would create the toll bridge
revenue bond redenption fund to pay the principal and interest
and redenption prem umon the bonds.

8:10: 23 AM

MR. ECKLUND stated that Section 37.15.250 allows the state bond
conmmittee to set the anmounts or series, pri ce, termns,
conditions, and maturity date on the bonds. Section 37.15.255
woul d require the state bond commttee to authorize the issuance
of bonds by adopting a resolution. Section 37.15.260 would
create the bond reserve fund to pay interest on and principal of
the toll bridge revenue bonds. The noney may not be w t hdrawn

if it would reduce the anmbunt in the reserve fund to an anount
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| ess than the required debt service. It would also require the
commi ssioner of the department of revenue (DOR) to certify to
the governor and the |egislature the anpbunt necessary to restore
the fund to an anount equal to the required debt service
reserve

8:11:18 AM

MR. ECKLUND said Section 37.15.265 allows the trustee for the
hol ders of the bonds to bring appropriate proceedings in the
superior court. Section 37.15.270 would require the state bond
cormittee to certify to the commssioners of revenue and
adm nistration the anpbunts required in the current and next
fiscal year to be paid out of toll revenue into a reserve fund
or other fund. He related that Section 37.15.275 allows the
state bond conmmttee to refund the bonds or any part of the
bonds before their maturity or redenption date and AS 37.15. 280
declares the bonds to be Ilegal investnents. He related that
Section 37.15.285 states that AS 37.15.225-37.15.290 shall be
construed liberally in order to carry out the purposes for which
t hey were enact ed. Proposed AS 37.15.290 defines the ternms for
AS 37.15.225-37.15. 290. He indicated that Section 13 repeals
vari ous KABATA statutes nostly related to bonding and Section 14
requi res KABATA to transfer all rights, titles, and interests to
the DOT&PF and Section 15 adds an effective date of July 1,
2014.

MR. ECKLUND highlighted one issue that was not addressed in the
section-by-section analysis. He explained that the "Buy
Anmerica" section was renoved. After conferring with the DOT&PF
it was determned that nost of the "Buy Anerica" sections are
covered under federal highway |aws, which were intended to cover
the broad aspects of purchasing steel. The | anguage inserted
into HB 23 by the other body went further than that and sone
problens arose that could result in increased costs to the
project so that section was renoved.

8:13:40 AM

SENATOR MCGUI RE confirmed that the fundanental fi nanci ng
structure renmains the sane even though it has been transferred
to DOT&PF. She referred to the funding as a "three-|egged
stool"™ such that the requirenent to apply for the TIFIA |oans
and the project is contingent upon the issuance of the TIFIA
| oan, and the project won't nove forward to issue state bonds
wi t hout the aforenentioned approval.

FREE CC on HB 23 -7- April 25, 2014



MR. ECKLUND answered yes; that is correct. The TIFIA |oan mnust
be secured before the revenue bonds can be issued and the TIFIA
loan nmust be a mninmnum of 30 percent of the total Knik Arm
Bri dge project cost.

8:14: 32 AM

SENATOR M CCI CHE asked whether the National Environnental Policy
Act of 1969, Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR) and
Department of Environnental Conservation (DEC) permtting that
has al ready been acconplished will be fully transferable to the
DOT&PF.

MR. ECKLUND answered that he spoke to the conm ssioners of
DOT&PF, DEC and it was their belief that those permts - whether
m dstream or conplete - were transferable.

SENATOR M CCICHE asked whether any right-of-way already
purchased wll also transfer wth the authority if this
conference bill passes.

MR. ECKLUND referred to page 16 to the transition section of the
FCCS HB 23, which instructs KABATA to transfer all of the itens
listed in proposed Section 14 to the DOT&PF.

8:15:49 AM

SENATOR GARDNER referred to page 4, |line 10 of proposed
[ paragraph] (10) and asked whether this neans KABATA retains the
power to issue bonds.

MR. ECKLUND answered he did not believe so. He expl ai ned that
there are many repealers in the proposed FCCS, such that the
proposed Free Conference Conmttee Substitute repealed all the
sections related to KABATA's ability to bond. He deferred to
the DOR and the legislative | egal counsel to answer.

8:16: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN expressed his appreciation for the
| egi sl ative |l egal counsel's efforts on the FCCS

8:17:18 AM
H LARY MARTIN, Attorney, Legislative Legal Counsel, Legislative

Legal Services, Legislative Affairs Agency, explained that
[ Section 5] provides KABATA the ability to pledge tolls to pay
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off bonds of the state. Thus, it doesn't refer to KABATA' s
bonds, but to any revenue bonds the state nmay issue. In
response to Senator Gardner, she indicated that the power of
em nent domain is |anguage that is repeal ed.

COCHAIR MCQU RE further clarified that the |anguage pertaining
to em nent domai n was repeal ed.

8:18: 25 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked what remains for KABATA to do if
all the operating features are renoved.

MR. ECKLUND rel ated his understanding that KABATA woul d coll ect
tolls, which could be transmtted to the state. He said that
KABATA can also operate and manage Knik Bridge once it is
constructed, and KABATA could own or |ease property for offices
or toll facilities. He summari zed that KABATA' s authority has
been pared back significantly.

M5. MARTIN related that M. Ecklund appropriately covered it.
8:19: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND, assuming it would take tine to build
the Knik Arm Bridge, asked what KABATA would do during the
interim period since it is limted to operate and collect tolls
once the bridge is conpl et ed.

MR. ECKLUND answered that [under the FCCS for HB 23] KABATA is
subject to the Executive Budget Act so the legislature can
deci de on KABATA' s budget and its m ssion.

8:20: 00 AM

CO- CHAIR AUSTERVMAN indicated that obviously this proposa
represents quite a transition and change and the deliberations
i ncluded considering activities during the transition period.
He said it's inportant to not "cut KABATA off" today since lots
of interactions will be needed during the next year to make this
proj ect happen. He acknow edged that at any point in the
future, the legislature can nake a determ nation on KABATA s
rol e; however, having KABATA involved during the transition is
i mportant.

CO CHAIR MCQUI RE reinforced that the transition is inportant due
to the rights-of-way activities, pending permts, and the
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overall know edge base. She acknowl edged sone di sagreenent
exi sts between the bodies on KABATA' s team however, she offered
her appreciation for KABATA' s good work to date, noting many are
vol unt eers. She also noted collecting tolls should be a
function of KABATA, but not the state or the DOT&PF, so it is
i nportant for KABATA to gain the know edge necessary to conduct
its toll function even though KABATA's role is significantly
pared down.

8:21:45 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMVOND related her wunderstanding that there
will also be significant costs "post-bridge" for all the
connecting roads and the transition to reroute traffic to
Ganbell and Ingra Streets instead of the traffic being routed to
"A" and "C' streets in downtown Anchorage. She asked for
clarification on how that will be handl ed and funded.

MR. ECKLUND answered that those issues are not addressed in the
bill.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND remarked that [the funding for "post-
bridge" infrastructure] seens to be a significant om ssion.

8:.22:26 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE noted Al askans have a tendency to reinvent
systens. He asked whether any conparison nodel exists from
other states that operate toll infrastructure for business or

construction.

MR. ECKLUND answered that he did not have any exanples; however,
t he DOT&PF conmi ssi oner may have exanpl es.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE commented that the best qualified
i ndividuals to answer this were cut out of today's process.

8:23:52 AM

SENATOR M CCI CHE recalled using passes while traveling on toll
roads via car rentals He asked whether this business wll be
simlar to how it is done by places that have had toll bridges
for 80 years.

PAT KEWMP, Conmi ssioner, Departnment of Transportation & Public

Facilities (DOT&PF), answered yes; that a nunber of ways exist
to fund negaprojects and tolls are an active part of that
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process. He acknow edged that simlar projects are done
nati onwi de using design-build concept; however, there is
generally a lot nore traffic to generate the tolls. He
enphasi zed that this process is not new. He offered his belief
that the design-build process should be fine.

8:25:02 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE related one advantage to being new to the
KABATA project is that he doesn't have any enotions tied to the
[evol ving] KABATA project. He wondered if the previous
arrangenent for the project was less typical than projects in
t he Lower 48 or el sewhere.

COWMWM SSI ONER KEMP said, "I believe it's a mxed bag nationw de.
Projects are funded and constructed in many different ways." He
said that the [public, private, part ner shi p] "P3"  nodel
introduced earlier this session is frequently used across the
nation; however, in Al aska, Comm ssioner Rodell found a better
way to fund the project to save funds. He suggested that either
KABATA or the departnent could follow through with the current
nodel .

8:26: 20 AM

CO CHAIR MCCGU RE asked whether the comm ssioner is confortable
executing the requirenents included in FCCS HB 23 and all the
provi sions that are being transferred to the DOT&PF.

COWM SSI ONER KEMP answer ed yes.
8:26: 52 AM

CO CHAIR MCGU RE asked for insights on how well the departnent
wor ks with KABATA and how confortable the relationship between
KABATA and the DOT&PF is in ternms of the transition, including
ri ghts-of-way, permtting, and other tasks.

COWM SSI ONER KEMP characterized the departnent's relationship as
good, noting it continues to inprove. He acknow edged he has
not had an opportunity to talk to the chair or anyone at KABATA
in the past couple of days, but he offered his belief the
transition will be snooth.

COCHAIR MCGQUI RE recalled an innovative funding structure. She
asked for clarification on the "P3" nodel.
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8:27:55 AM

ANGELA RODELL, Comm ssi oner, Departnent of Revenue (DOR)
expressed concern about the "P3" nopdel since the state was
taking 100 percent of the financing risk; however, she said the
departnment determned a I|less expensive way to finance the
project. The departnent worked over the interimwth DOIT&F to
devel op an alternative plan that is contained in the bill before
menbers today. She said the "P3" nodel becane expensive due to
a nunber of changes in the nmarket. Additionally, since this
project is <considered a "Geenfield project,” wthout any
hi story, so the financing becane nore expensive.

8:29:17 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE, with respect to the transition for the
comm ssioners, asked for confirmation that both conm ssioners
are voting nenbers of the KABATA board and how that may help
during the transition process.

COWM SSI ONER KEMP answered yes; that he and Conmm ssioner Rodel
have served on the five-nenber KABATA board.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE pointed out that this is not a new
project for the DOT&PF or the DOR

COWM SSI ONER KEMP agr eed. He said that he has been on the
peri phery of the project, but he believes the DOT&F will work
well with the board.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE clarified that Comri ssioner Kenp is a
menber of the KABATA board of directors.

COWM SSI ONER KEMP answer ed yes.
8:30: 35 AM

SENATOR GARDNER asked whet her KABATA can receive funds but not
be indebted directly under the current arrangenent.

COWM SSI ONER RCODELL rel ated her understanding the state will be
able to transfer funds to KABATA for very specific activities
that have been authorized. For exanple, KABATA could receive
funds to purchase the software to run the tolling operation.
She pointed out that will come through the DOT&PF or the DOR to
conduct specific tasks.
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8:31:57 AM

SENATOR GARDNER referred to the capital budget, which currently
contains $55 mllion for KABATA. She asked whether that funding
will be line-itemvetoed.

CO- CHAIR AUSTERVAN anticipated an anmendnent to change the
| anguage from KABATA to the Kni k Arm Bri dge.

8:32:28 AM

SENATOR GARDNER, in reference to the socio-econonmc data in the
Legi sl ative Budget & Audit on KABATA, recalled the raw data has
been provided but it has not yet been put into the traffic
nodel . She asked who will be responsible to put the data into
usable formand when will it be available to the |egislature.

COMWM SSI ONER KEMP answered that he has not seen the socio-
econom c information. He noted that there will be a new process
with the receipt of federal aid, since one-third of the project
is anticipated to be funded via federal funds. He recalled that

will go through the |arge project office in Washi ngton, who w ||
conduct a thorough review of the financing plan, t he
construction estinmate and other estimates will be vetted by the
FHWA, In fact, any project over $500 million undergoes this

type of scrutiny, he said.
8. 33: 54 AM

SENATOR GARDNER expressed an interest in the [legislative budget
and audit] LB&A report that indicated KABATA's toll traffic
nunbers were overestimted and need to be redone. She recalled
that is why the wupwards of $100 mllion investment s
anticipated in Phase 1 of the project. She offered her belief
that it is inportant to have a realistic estimate of the traffic
patterns now and into the future, the estimated tolls, and any
debt the tolls can support.

CO CHAI R AUSTERVAN expl ai ned that today's discussion revolves
around the changes in FCCS HB 23. He said he al so understands
the issues and desire for justification; however, these issues
are not in this proposed Free Conference Conmttee Substitute or
the discussion being held today. He asked nenbers to try to
stick to the proposed Free Conference Committee Substitute.

8:35: 30 AM
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SENATOR GARDNER asked to put on the record that the information
is forthcom ng. She understood the tinme constraints, but would
like to know who wll be providing this information in the
future.

COCHAIR MCQU RE referred to page 16, to proposed Section 14,
noting the transition |anguage includes a transfer of all
studies and intellectual property. She agreed that this was a
subject of earlier conversation, but the report is due back in
July and the | anguage is specifically in the FCCS HB 23.

8:36: 20 AM

SENATOR M CCICHE asked how this nmegaproject wll affect the
current statewide transportation inprovenent program (STIP)

schedul e. He remarked he has received questions from
constituents concerned about how the Knik Arm Bridge project
will affect the current project schedul e.

COWM SSI ONER KEWP referred to the STIP and inpacts to the 10-
year snapshot of projects. He rem nded nenbers he has
previously testified that the new FHWA funding program NAP 21,
has shifted funding from local roads to urban roads and the
Nat i onal Hi ghway System (NHS), such as the Seward H ghway, Parks
H ghway, and Egan Drive. He said that this change has dove-
tailed well and the DOT&PF can accommobdate this project in the
NHS side of the STIP. He acknow edged that a problem exists in

backfilling the surface transportation system (STP) side. He
characterized the progress thus far as being "pretty good" so
"all in all" he did not believe there would be any inpacts.

8:38: 13 AM

SENATOR M CCI CHE asked for clarification whether the $18 nillion
in authority KABATA has woul d be transferred to DOT&PF.

MR. ECKLUND did not think this is in the bill. Furt her, he
suggested there could be an anendnment to the capital budget if
an appropriation is necessary; otherwise he deferred to the
conmi ssi oner .

8:39: 01 AM
COW SS|I ONER RODELL answered that she was not sure she has a

good answer. She understood that the KABATA board has approved
its operating budget for next year. She related her
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understanding that this funding has been encunbered. She
offered to | ook into the issue.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE reported that KABATA falls wunder the
Executive Budget Act so the executive branch has authority to

wrk wth the DOT&F on the transfers. Additionally, the
adm nistration has the flexibility and authority over the
spendi ng process. He enphasized that it is very significant

t hat KABATA was put under the Executive Budget Act.
8:40: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMOND expressed concern the Conm ssioner Kenp
said, "We'll have to backfill the STIP." She said there is
significant additional cost to the Knik Arm Bridge. She
expressed concern that statewi de transportation needs wll be
set aside in the interests of building the Knik Arm Bridge. She
said, "Wt don't build a bridge in isolation. W have connecting
roads. We have roads to Big Lake. We have the Ingra-Ganbell
connection that has to be nade at the request of the
Muni cipality of Anchorage. |"m curious if the conm ssioner is
aware of just how nuch is not addressed by this project that
| ooks like it will be bunping projects fromthe STIP."

COWM SSI ONER KEMP answered that the departnent is aware of the
additional costs on both sides of the bridge. This has been
di scussed internally through the liaison wth KABATA He
indicated the DOT&PF will need to accommobdate the projects in
the regular STIP process, with general fund appropriations, or
by other nmeans. He acknow edged that transitions will occur and
anticipated the departnent will need to deal with them

8:41: 40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND understood tolls would take care of all
t he additional roads required.

COW SSI ONER KEMP said he was unsure. He understood that at one
point capacity will require four |anes, but he was unsure how
that dovetails with the additional needs shore side. He said he
has heard the explanation, but cannot recall the details today.

8:42:13 AM
SENATOR GARDNER recalled that em nent donmmin could not be used

any further in the Senate version of the bill, but she was
unsure if the provision is included in the FCCS HB 23.
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M5. MARTI N explained that the |anguage was renoved since KABATA

will transfer all its property to DOT&PF so there isn't any
reason to stop themfromtransferring the property. She said it
woul d be a conflict in the bill to tell themnot to transfer the

property and then tell themto transfer the property.
8:43: 05 AM

SENATOR GARDNER asked whether any "stop/go" issues exist or if
this is a "green” light all the way.

COWM SSI ONER KEMP responded that authorities to proceed (ATP)
are part of the FHWA process. The state can't proceed to
construction until all the right-of-way is conpleted and the
environmental permts and U S. Corps of Engineering permts are
obtained. He reported that checklists for the FHWA exist, which
the project has been under from the beginning with the funding
of the environnental docunent.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN renoved his objection.
8:44:24 AM

CO- CHAIR MCGUI RE noved to report the FCCS for HB 23, |abeled 28-
LSO141\H, WMartin, 4/24/14 out of the Free Conference Commtt ee,
with two fiscal notes: one forthcomng conference committee
fiscal note and the [SCS 2nd CSHB 23(FIN)] fiscal note #7
[ prepared by the DOT&PF dated 4/14/14].

8:45: 04 AM

SENATOR GARDNER obj ected. She offered her belief that the FCCS
is a trenendous inprovenent. She congratul ated Conmm ssioner
Rodell since [this bill] wll serve the state nuch better.
However, |ike Representative Drummond, she mamintained she is
very concerned about the costs, the inpacts on the rest of the
state, and the costs not included in the proposal. She said she
pl anned to oppose the bill on the floor but did not wish to hold

it up in commttee.

CO CHAIR MCGU RE thanked the co-chair, and nenbers of the free
conference conmttee. She acknow edged that it is difficult to
have sonething significant arise at the end of the legislative
sessi on. She offered her belief that significant project
i nprovenents are included and the chances of success for the
proj ect have greatly inproved.
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REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE thanked the bill sponsor, Representative
Neuman, the sponsor of HB 23. He al so thanked Senator Huggins

and Co-Chair MGuire. He said that without their work the
commttee would not Ilikely be noving forward wth this
conpr om se. He said, "W like to build bridges and there's

often nmore than one way to do it. Thank you."

CO CHAI R AUSTERMAN of fered his belief that this project woul dn't
be noving forward w thout everyone's efforts. He recognized the
long hours by M. Mrtin, legislative |egal counsel, and his
staff, Pete Ecklund, have put in on this bill.

8:47.23 AM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the Free
Conference Committee neeting on HB 23 was adjourned at 8:47 a.m
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