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MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Gary Stevens, Chair
Senator M ke Dunl eavy, Vice Chair
Senator Bert Stedman

Senat or Charlie Huggins

Senat or Berta Gardner

MEMBERS ABSENT

Al'l nmenbers present

COW TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS

Al aska Professional Teaching Practices Conm ssion

Maur een Van Wagner - Anchorage
David Piazza - Dillingham

CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

SENATE BI LL NO. 208

"An Act increasing the school construction debt reinbursenent
percentage for certain nunicipalities; and providing for an
effective date.”

MOVED CSSB 208( EDC) OUT OF COWM TTEE
PREVI OUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 208

SHORT TITLE: SCHOOL CONSTRUCTI ON BOND DEBT
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) OLSON

02/ 26/ 14 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 26/ 14 (S) EDC, FIN

03/ 10/ 14 (S) EDC AT 8: 00 AM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
03/ 10/ 14 (S) Heard & Hel d

03/ 10/ 14 (S) M NUTE( EDC)

03/ 14/ 14 (S) EDC AT 8: 00 AM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
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03/ 14/ 14 (S) Heard & Hel d
03/ 14/ 14 (S) M NUTE( EDC)

W TNESS REG STER

MAUREEN VAN WAGNER, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Prof essional Teaching Practices Conm ssion

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TION STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Al aska
Pr of essi onal Teaching Practices Conm ssi on.

DAVI D PI AZZA, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Prof essional Teaching Practices Conm ssion

DI l'i ngham Al aska

POSI TION STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Al aska
Pr of essi onal Teaching Practices Conm ssion.

DAVI D SCOIT, Staff

Senat or Donny O son

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented changes in SB 208, version N

ELI ZABETH NUDELMAN, Director

School Finance and Facilities

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent ( DEED)
Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to SB 208.

SENATOR DONNY OLSON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 208.

TY MASE, Superi nt endent

Lake and Peni nsula School District

Ki ng Sal non, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to SB 208.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8. 00: 33 AM

CHAIR GARY STEVENS <called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Gardner, Dunleavy, Huggins, Stedman, and
Chair Stevens.
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CONFI RVATI ON_ HEARI NGS

CHAI R STEVENS announced that the first order of business would
be confirnmations of Al aska Professional Teaching Practices
Comm ssi on (PTPC) candi dat es.

Al aska Professional Teaching Practices Conm ssion

8:01:18 AM

MAUREEN VAN WAGNER, Appoi ntee, Al aska Professional Teaching
Practices Conmmi ssion, Anchorage, Alaska, testified as appointee
to the Al aska Professional Teaching Practices Conmm ssion. She

of fered informati on about herself as a candidate for the Al aska
Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Practices Comm ssion (PTPC). She shared
her professional history in special education and as a nentor
and instructional coach. She said she is excited to be a part of
t he PTPC and she brings 18 years of teaching to the table. She
not ed she could be fair and bal anced when naki ng deci si ons.

8:03: 00 AM
CHAI R STEVENS asked what is required of a nenber of the
comm ssion in terns of tinme and issues.

M5. VAN WAGNER rel at ed she has gone through training to be on
t he comm ssion. Menbership will require patience and good
deci sion-making skills, as well as a high | evel of
confidentiality. The conm ssion neets quarterly.

8:04:14 AM
SENATOR GARDNER requested comments about restraining students
with disabilities, a topic of recent bills.

M5. VAN WAGNER replied that she is aware of the bills, but does
not deal with students who have to be restrained at the high
school |evel. She opined that the best option is to make the
envi ronment safe and she has the training to effectively use
restraint.

SENATOR GARDNER suggested, if after 18 years of never having to
use restraint, it nmay not be an essential tool.

M5. VAN WAGNER shared her resource classroom experience, noting
class size is a factor. She said she has not had to use
restraint, but could inmagine tines when it could be needed.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY asked why Ms. Van Wagner wants to be on the
commi Sssi on.
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MS. VAN WAGNER sai d she answered that in her first statenents,
but she repeated her work history and her ability to give a fair
and honest deci sion about teachers in the field.

CHAI R STEVENS t hanked Ms. Van Wagner.

8:08: 48 AM
DAVI D PI AZZA, Appoi ntee, Al aska Professional Teaching Practices
Comm ssion, Dillingham Al aska, testified as appointee to the

Al aska Professional Teaching Practices Conm ssion. He noted he
is the superintendent of Southwest Region School District and he
shared his work history of 29 years in Al aska public education.
He stated why he is interested in the superintendent position on
t he conmm ssion and work that focuses on prevention so that
educators understand their responsibilities. He said he could
listen to the facts presented and work to ensure that the
integrity of the profession is naintained at the highest |evel.

CHAI R STEVENS asked how many cases have been deci ded agai nst
t eachers.

MR. Pl AZZA t hought there were about nine cases of sanctions.
CHAI R STEVENS noted the conmm ssion neets quarterly.

MR. Pl AZZA said yes - in Anchorage.

CHAI R STEVENS t hanked M. Piazza.

8:12:15 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY noved to advance the nanes of Maureen Van
Wagner and David Piazza for appointnent to the Al aska
Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Practices Commission to the ful
menbership of the legislature in joint session for consideration
and a final vote. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAIR STEVENS rem nded committee nenbers that this does not
reflect any intent by the nenbers to vote for or against the
confirmation of the individuals during any further sessions.

8:12: 48 AM
At ease

SB 208- SCHOOL CONSTRUCTI ON BOND DEBT

8:14: 48 AM
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CHAI R STEVENS announced the consi derati on of SB 208.

DAVID  SCOTT, Staff, Senat or Donny  d son, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, presented changes in SB 208,

version N. He noted one change on page 7, lines 1 and 2, the
words "are less than or equal to the 20 percent participating
share"” were revised. The intent of the bill is to catch those

di stricts whose participating share is 20 percent or |ess.
CHAI R STEVENS asked M. Scott to summarize the bill.

8:16:18 AM
SENATOR DUNLEAVY noved to adopt the CS for SB 208, |abeled 28-
LS1527\' N, as the worki ng docunent.

CHAI R STEVENS obj ected for di scussion.

8:16:49 AM

MR. SCOIT explained that the bill is designed to encourage snal
and rural districts to address facility inprovenents via issuing
debt, rather than through the state school construction grant
program He said there are two nechanisns for the state to
provide for capital projects for education facilities. One is
bond debt reinbursement program which is typically a 70/30
split where the municipality pays 30 percent and the state pays
70 percent. There is also a 60/40 split which has space
requi renents. The second is the school construction/ mjor
mai nt enance grant program

He related the bill takes a data point of reference from the
school construction and major maintenance program which is 20
percent or lower, and uses it in the bond debt reinbursenent

program If eligible for the participant share, in debt
rei mbursenent it would be 20/80. He pointed out precedence page
5, line 30. The participating share requirenent there is 10

percent. From 2005.

He said that sone schools have been on the grant list for sone
time. Not every district has the ability to bond, but those who
can, can be reinbursed at a | ower rate.

8:20:40 AM

ELI ZABETH NUDELMAN, Director, School Finance and Facilities,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), Juneau,
Al aska, answered questions related to SB 208.
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SENATOR STEDVAN asked if the department supports the program or
has any concerns.

M5. NUDELMAN said the departnent does support the prograns and

will continue to nove them forward.

8:22:20 AM

SENATOR DONNY OLSON, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska,
sponsor of SB 208. He said it is a very popular bill and wll

af fect many across the state.

SENATOR HUGA NS thanked Senator O son for sponsoring the bill
He asked which schools are inmmedi ately affected.

MR. SCOIT said there is a list in nenbers' packets and it
includes all schools eligible for 20 percent and bel ow. He read
several schools. He addressed the imrediate effects of Section
2.

SENATOR HUGGE NS couldn't find it.

MR. SCOTT commented on Lake and Peni nsul a.

CHAI R STEVENS t hanked.

TY MASE, Superintendent, Lake and Peninsula School District,
King Sal non, Al aska, answered questions related to SB 208. He
described the issues surrounding Port Alswrth School. He
expl ai ned how the borough passed a bond to fund the repairs on
the school. SB 208 provides equity for their district.

8:27: 20 AM
CHAI R STEVENS t hanked M. Mase.

SENATOR GARDNER
MR, MASE

SENATOR GARDNER
MR. MASE sai d yes.

CHAI R STEVENS closed public hearing. [The assunption is that
Chair Stevens renoved his objection to adopting the CS.]

8:29: 09 AM
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SENATOR DUNLEAVY noved to report CSSB 208 (EDC) from conmittee
wi th individual recomendati ons and attached fiscal note.

SENATOR GARDNER objected to tell a story about the Little Red
Hen. She wi thdrew her objection.

There being no further objection, CSSB 208(EDC) noved from the
Senat e Education Standing Commttee.

8:29:34 AM
At ease

8:31: 06 AM

CHAI R STEVENS brought the neeting to order and then adjourned
t he Senate Education Standing Conmittee at 8:31 p.m
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