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Senator Gary Stevens

Al aska State Legislature
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided information about SCS CSHB 154( EDC)
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:00: 15 AM

CHAIR GARY STEVENS <called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Gardner, Stednman, Huggins, Dunleavy, and
Chair Stevens.

HB 154- MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

8:00: 28 AM
CHAI R STEVENS announced that the only order of business would be
HB 154 relating to nuseuns and state repositories. He said he
would take public testinony and review the new committee
substitute.

8:01: 09 AM
SENATOR DUNLEAVY noved to adopt SCS CSHB 154(EDC), | abeled 28-
LS0613\ R, as the working docunent.

CHAI R STEVENS obj ected for discussion purposes.
TIM LAWI N, Staff, Senat or Gary Stevens, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, provided information about the new

CS on behalf of the sponsor. He explained Version R is a
departure from the original bill which the commttee heard on
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April 10, 2013. The original bill named the University of Al aska
Museum of the North as the official state repository. The new
version of the bill recognizes that the official state
repository should be the Alaska State Miuseum and allow, through
the regul atory process, other branch nuseuns in the state to be
established and designated as state repositories and to qualify
for federal nonies. The bill inproves partnerships anbng nuseuns
t hr oughout the state.

8:03: 44 AM

ROBERT BANGHART, Deputy Director, Libraries, Archives & Miseuns,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), Juneau,
Al aska, testified in favor of HB 154. He explained that when HB
154 was introduced |ast year, the Al aska State Miuseum | ooked at
options to inprove the integrated structure state nuseuns are in
the process of undergoing. The statute that fornmed the Al aska
State Museum years ago designated Juneau as the single body or
state repository. Since then, nobst conmunities have established
a museum or cultural center and the definition of nuseum has
changed.

He related that the Al aska State Miseunmis constituents have
requested nore inclusion in the process. This piece of
| egislation defining the Alaska State Miseum as the single state
museum as involved with the regulatory process of identifying
nmuseol ogy technology and technique, justifying the declaration
of repository, and getting that forward to those constituents,
will allow small nuseuns to perform their obligations nore
i ntensely, apply for grant structures, and becone nore
sustai nable. He opined that HB 154 would underscore the Al aska
State Museumis role as a leader in nmuseuns and cultural centers
in the state in the services it provides and allow it to exert
nore effort specific to communities' needs. The bill would also
allow comunity nuseuns to mature, nore reflecting the changes
in the industry.

He noted the bill is in line with a secondary effort taking
place <currently wth the Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau
museuns, where three mmjor areas of inportance were identified
in order to facilitate regional distribution of support and cut
costs. He terned the bill another elenment in maturing an already
cooperative and productive rel ationship.

CHAI R STEVENS questioned the timng of the bill, especially as
it relates to the Museum of the North
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MR. BANGHART indicated if the bill is adopted, the Al aska State
Museum woul d take the regulatory request to the State Board of
Education in the fall and then through the public process. He
pointed out that the process is slownoving and |ooks at the
| onger term

8:08:41 AM
CHAI R STEVENS asked how many repositories mght be devel oped
around the state.

MR. BANGHART replied that currently the Al aska State Miseum
provi des services to over 80 museuns and cultural centers in the
state that can access staff and grant funding.

He explained the American Alliance of Miseuns (AAM deals wth
grants and accreditations. However, the Alaska State Mseum
changed the definition of a nuseum Small institutions don't
have the econonic capacity to nmeet the obligations set out by
AAM so the Alaska State Miuseum deleted that criteria from the
definition of a nuseum and works with small institutions on the
prof essi onal aspects of nuseol ogy. Federal regulations for the
definition of repository list criteria for professional services
as the primary obligation and AMA plays a secondary role. The
small institutions can neet the professional guidelines and the
Al aska State Miseum can help the smaller entities to devel op.
The federal governnent does not require recognition by AAM only
by sone professional group.

MR. BANGHART numintained that the Alaska State Miseum is on the
cutting edge of nuseology because of its relationship wth
i ndi genous cultures and the growh of the state nuseum process
over the past 125 years.

8:11:47 AM
SENATOR STEDMAN i nquired what effect the bill would have on the
Shel don Jackson Collection in Sitka.

MR. BANGHART explained that the Sheldon Jackson Collection is
al ready under the purview of the Al aska State Museum so there
would be no specific effect as a result of the |egislation.
Operational funds come out of the Al aska State Miuseum budget.

SENATOR STEDVMAN reported that he had heard that HB 154 m ght
weaken the state nuseum system when, in fact, it would
strengthen it and provide for a better relationship wth
out | yi ng museuns.
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MR. BANGHART agreed. He said at first he feared the role of
sitting in judgnment of other institutions, but the |egislation
does nmuch to strengthen relationships wth, and between, small
museuns.

CHAI R STEVENS t hanked M. Banghart for his work.

8:13:49 AM

KEVIN W NKER, Chief Curator and Acting Director, Miseum of the
North, Anchorage, Alaska, testified in favor of SB 154. He
explained the Miseum of the North's goal of retention of
i mportant objects in Alaska and to inprove conpetitiveness for
federal funding. He opined that this legislation serves those
goals well and furthers nuseum partnershi ps across the state.

CHAI R STEVENS conplinented the Museum of the North and the other
great state nuseuns. He thanked M. Wnker for his testinony.

8:15:31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STEVE THOMPSON, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau,
Al aska, sponsor of HB 154, testified in support of the new CS.
He thanked the commttee for the work they have done on the
bill. He conmmented that the bill will help to ensure that the
state's artifacts of natural and historical collections are
preserved throughout the state. He said he was pleased with the
process that allows nuseuns and facilities to apply for
designation as repositories.

CHAIR STEVENS said there was no public testinmony or further
coment s.

8:16: 38 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY nmoved to report SCS CSHB 154(EDC) from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
note. There being no objection, the notion carried.

8:16: 54 AM
At ease

8:18:16 AM
There being no further business to cone before the committee,
Chair Stevens adjourned the Senate Education Standing Commttee
at 8:18 a.m
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