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CHAIR PETER M CCICHE called the Senate Conmmunity and Regional
Affairs Standing Commttee neeting to order at 3:34 p.m Present
at the call to order were Senators G essel, Egan, Bishop and
Chair M cci che.

SB 123-PROH BI T USE OF CELL PHONE VHI LE DRI VI NG

3:36: 15 PM
CHAI R M CCI CHE announced that SB 123 was up for consideration.

SENATOR KEVIN MEYER, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska,
sponsor of SB 123, explained the bill authorizes municipalities
to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the use of cell phones while
driving in school =zones or property and that this is sinply
enabling legislation. Currently, Title 28 requires traffic |aws
to be uniform throughout the state, and requires a nmunicipality
to denonstrate a need to pass a l|local ordinance that may not be
needed statew de. SB 123 woul d renpve that burden.

This issue was brought to his attention by a constituent, M.
Wght, who initially brought it to the Cty of Anchorage over
three years ago where he was rear-ended in a school zone area by
somreone who was talking on his cell phone. He had to stop
abruptly because a child was running across the street. Senator
Meyer said one of the biggest concerns in Anchorage schools is
when parents drop kids off at school; they run all over the
pl ace and the parents are sonetines distracted.

SENATOR MEYER said the Assenbly worked with M. Wght, but found
out that they needed the state to pass enabling |egislation.
This was a priority of the Gty of Anchorage |ast year, but they
weren't able to deal with it then. He noted that the |egislation
is not a mandate and the ordinances can be tailored a
community's needs. It still has to go through the local public
process, the Assenbly and the mayor.

He said that current texting laws do not include cell phones and
that's why this is needed. SB 123 has no fiscal note.

3:38: 57 PM
SENATOR HOFFMAN j oi ned the comm ttee.

3:39:28 PM

CHAIR MCCICHE noted a letter from M. Wght in their packets.
He opened the neeting to questions from the commttee. Finding
no questions, he thanked Senator Meyer for bringing this issue
forward.
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3:40: 54 PM

CHAIR M CClI CHE opened public testinony and said that M. Wght
wanted to testify, but wouldn't be able to do that today. So he
woul d | eave it open.

SENATOR MEYER noted that he was al so expecting a letter fromthe
Assenbly chai r man.

SENATOR M CCI CHE sai d he personally supported SB 123.

[ SB 123 was held in conmttee.]

3:41: 40 PM

There being no further business to cone before the commttee,

Chair Mcciche adjourned the Senate Comunity and Regional
Affairs Commttee at 3:41 p.m
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