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W TNESS REG STER

LT. GENERAL STEPHEN HOOG, Comander

11th Air Force

Al askan North Anerican Aerospace Defense Command Regi on

Joi nt Base El nmendorf-Ri chardson (JBER)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided briefing and update on Alaska Air
Force activities.

MAJOR GENERAL THOVAS KATKUS, Adjutant GCeneral

Al aska National CGuard

Comm ssi oner, Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans Affairs (DWA)
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided briefing and update on Al aska
National Guard activities in 2012.

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Department of Mlitary & Veterans Affairs (DWA)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided answers to questions on mlitary
activities in Al aska.

REAR ADM RAL THOVAS P. OSTEBO

United States Coast Guard

Conmander 17th Coast Guard District

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided briefing and update on US Coast
GQuard activities in Al aska for 2012.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

11: 04: 16 AM

CO CHAIR SADDLER called the Joint Armed Services Conmittee
nmeeting to order at 11:04 a.m Present at the call to order were
Senators Dyson, Fairclough, Welechowski, Coghill and Co-Chair
Kelly; Representatives Feige, Tarr, Lynn, |saacson and Co-Chair
Saddl er. Public nenbers present were: Brigadier Ceneral GCeorge
Cannel os, Alaska Air National Guard, (Ret.); Colonel Tim Jones,
US Arnmy, (Ret.); and Lieutenant Ceneral Tom Case (Ret.) - via
t el econf erence.

ALASKA JO NT_ARVED SERVI CES BRI EFI NG

11: 05: 04 AM
CO- CHAIR SADDLER said the Joint Arned Services Committee was
established in the 1990s in response to the first Base
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Real i gnment and C osure Commission. It has five Representatives
and five Senators and six public nmenbers that represent the
interests of the mlitary services and agencies, | ocal
governments, Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs and
Al aska Natives. Their stated mssion is to nonitor and address
potential realignments of mlitary facilities and mssions in
the state, to advocate for the National Mssile Defense System
to seek out ways to attract new mssions to Al aska bases and to
support increased joint training activity in Al aska.

He said their mssion is especially inportant these days as our
country faces trenendous budget pressures. It's inportant to
keep in mnd that Alaska's mlitary services and agencies are
essenti al for national security, for joint training and
prepar edness, for force projection, and for the stability of our
econony and for the safety of our people.

CO CHAIR SADDLER said this norning the conmmttee would hear
presentations from the top mlitary leaders in the state: Ar
Force Lieutenant GCeneral Stephen Hoog, who is comuander of
Al askan Air Conmand and the US Pacific Command and several other
commands; Al aska National Guard Major General Thonmas Kat kus, who
is the tag and the commi ssioner of the Departnment of Mlitary &
Veterans Affairs (DWA); and Coast Guard Rear Admiral Thomas
Gstebo, who is conmmander of the 17th District. He invited
Li eut enant General Hoog to give his comrents.

11: 06: 52 AM

LT. CENERAL STEPHEN HOOG Conmander, 11th Air Force, Al askan
North American Aerospace Defense Command Region and Joint Base
El rendorf- R chardson (JBER), said he had been in Al aska for
about 14 nonths. He said he appreciated the opportunity to
update the body on the successes of the US mlitary wunits
stationed in Alaska in 2012 and the opportunities and new
chal l enges they will face in 2013.

First, Lieutenant GCeneral Hoog took a nonent to honor their
fallen who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their
country over the past year

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG noved on to the overview of US mlitary
acconplishnents in Alaska in 2012. Their calendar was full of
various exercises and 2013 wll be no different. He would
address both and highlight the value of the Joint Pacific Al aska
Range Conplex along with sone other recent and upcom ng events.
Then he would discuss the nulti-faceted and conplex challenges
of Arctic engagenent in light of the unprecedented Arctic access
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fromthis last sumrer. Finally, he would talk about Joint Task
Force Alaska Operations, Alaska NORAD Region mssile defense
entities in Alaska, and the five on-going Environnmental | npact
Statenents (EIS), along with the challenges in the comng year
and beyond.

11: 08: 38 AM

He said there is a large mlitary presence across the state and
aside fromthe major installations, Alaska is peppered with |ong
range radar stations and radio sites. Counting the active duty
soldiers, sailors, airnmen, marines and coast guardsnen, there
are over 23,000 service nenbers in Al aska; adding the dependents
and the 5,000 US Departnment of Defense civilians, the active
duty mlitary nmakes up over 10 percent of the state's
popul ati on. When the veterans and retirees are added that figure
beconmes about a quarter of the state's popul ation.

11: 09: 19 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said that each of the three Air Force
Wngs in Alaska can boast a long list of acconplishnents in
2012, but he would highlight just a few He said the 3rd Wng
continues to shine as the Ar Force premier total force
integration wing. Air Force Reserve conmmands 477 Fighter G oup
and integrates pilots and mintainers seamessly with the two
active duty F-22 squadrons while the Al aska National Guard's
249th Air Lift Squadron flies side-by-side with their active
duty crew nenbers every day.

Over the past several nonths, naintainers have upgraded several
of the F-22s stationed at Joint Base El nendorf/Ri chardson (JBER)
with a hardware and software nodification called Increnent 3.1.
This upgrade allows Raptors to map ground targets in real tine
with synthetic aperture radar and enploy small dianmeter bonbs
along wth other conbat capabilities. These Al aska-based Raptors
are the first Air Force F-22s to undergo this redoubt 1 upgrade.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said recently the Pacific Ar Force
(PACAF) had presented the 3rd Wng with its Safety Special
Achi everent Award in recognition of extraordinary safety,
despite austere conditions. In 2012, with a wnter record
snowfall, the 3rd Wng flew 7,000 sorties totaling nore than
15,000 flight hours and |oaded nore than 2,000 passengers and
over 4 mllion pounds of cargo in support of Pacific and Central
Command missions - all without a mshap. Over the same period,
the 3rd Mintenance Goup was awarded the Daedalian Wapon
System Mai ntenance Trophy for 2012 and cited for exceptional
effectiveness rates, consistent repairs and nodifications ahead
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of schedule - all the tine with world-wi de support for both
trai ning and conti ngency operations.

11:10: 49 AM

The 673rd Air Base Wng, JBER s host, also had a banner year.
Wth their acconplishnents it's easy to see how they earned
their first Air Force Qutstanding Unit Award. A year ago the
673rd Medical Goup hosted a grand opening for its Fisher House
and it just recently conpleted its new Traumatic Brain Injury
Clinic.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said in July, nmany enjoyed the Arctic
Thunder 2012 Air Show, the |argest air show that JBER has had to
date. It hosted over 230,000 visitors who saw 73 participating
aircraft including the F-22 denonstration, the Air Force's
Thunderbirds and the Arny's Golden N ght Parachute Team This
very successful air show hel ped educate the public on several of
the mlitary's weapon systens while developing expanding
community partnerships in the Anchorage and surrounding
comuni ties.

As summer faded into fall, JBER began operations with its new
Landfill Gas power plant. In a three-way partnership with the
Muni cipality of Anchorage and Doyon Utilities, JBER now receives
electricity generated from processed nethane collected from the

Anchorage landfill that will provide 25 percent of their total
energy demand. This nethane was previously vented off and burned
into the atnosphere; and now the base wll far exceed the 7

percent renewabl e energy requirenment set forth in two executive
orders in the Environmental Protection Act of 2005. A grant from
the Al aska Energy Authority (AEA) coupled with a tax benefit
from the federal governnent wll help this project turn cash
positive within five years. As a whole, this project represents
a phenonenal success of collaboration between the Minicipality
of Anchorage, JBER and private industry.

11:12: 36 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said on the other side of the Al aska
Range, the 354th Fighter Wng at Eielson Air Force Base kept
busy. Last year the 18th Aggressive Squadron (AGRS) took a
nmobile training team to Guam to support the first ever
trilateral Cope North Exercise with the Royal Australian Ar
Force and the Japanese Air Defense Force. In fact, they are
again deployed to Guam for Cope North today as he speaks. This
was followed by seasonal support to the Hawaiian Air National
Guard helping an F-22 Unit achieve initial operation capability
t here.
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The 354th Wng's sumrer was filled with three Red Flag Al aska
exercises that he would highlight in a few slides, after which
the 18th Aggressor Squad Mbile Training Team left for PACOM s
Exercise Valiant Shield in Australia. He also noted Eielson's
Ted Stevens Joint Mbility Conplex effectively supported several
US Arny Al aska deploynents and redeploynents with nearly 4,000
sol diers and 600 tons of cargo processed.

11: 13: 28 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said on Septenber 28, 2012, Pacific Ar
Command deactivated the 13th Air Force headquarters at Joint
Base Pear|l Harbor/H ckam At that tinme the two Wngs and the
13th Air Force, the 15th Joint Wng at Joint Base Pear
Har bor/Hi ckam and the 36th Wng at Joint Region Marianas
Anderson Air Force Base were realigned under the 11th Air Force.
This restructuring did not involve any personnel noves into
Al aska, but it expanded 11th Air Force comrand across a najority
of the Pacific and increased the nunber of personnel to over
13,000. While the national strategy is shifting to focus on the
Pacific Region, 11th Air Force is now responsible for the Ar
Force Wngs that form the strategic triangle in the Pacific
ar ea.

11: 14:16 AM

The other upconming restructuring is the deactivation of the
537th Airlift Squadron at JBER The 537th is the active duty
associate squadron with the Alaska Air National Guard's 144th
Air Lift Sqguadron conposed of 42 crew nenbers and 13 other
personnel. This deactivation wll acconpany retirenment of four
of the National Guard's C 130s.

As he indicated l|ast vyear, Lieutenant GCeneral Hoog said the
Pacific Air Force's Band of the Pacific at JBER will deactivate
this sutmmer with the remai ni ng personnel being sent overseas.

11: 14: 50 AM

For US Arny Alaska the primary highlight |ast year was the
depl oynent and redepl oynent of nearly 8,000 soldiers in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom he said. Now that they are back
home, the 1/25 and the 4/25 are again sharpening their edge. The
4/ 25 is focusing on the Joint Forceful Entry Operations and the
1/25 Stryker Brigade is training for other major conbat m ssion
sets.

11:15: 32 AM
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LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said the 2nd Engi neer Bri gade
participated in nmajor exercises in India and Korea |ast year and
continues to have troops deployed world-wide today. The 16th
Conbat Aviation Brigade is also staying active in support of
gl obal aviation requirenents on top of supporting the recent
Kul I uk sal vage operati ons.

11:15: 45 AM

In honor of the 2011/12 deploynents, he said Fort Winwight
dedi cated Monterey Lakes Menorial Park as Sergeant Joel d arkson
Trai ning Support Center. In May they gathered over 6,000 service
menbers, veterans, famly nenbers, and supporters for their
salute to our mlitary parade (STMP) and drew a crowd of 10,000
Vi ewers.

Much Iike JBER, he said that Fort Wainwight had been |auded for
its installation excellence evident from the installation
managenment command Exenplary Wrkforce Developnent Award it
recei ved | ast year.

11:16: 15 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said Fort Wainwight is also part of the
TARP US Arny Residential Comrunities Initiative Project. US Arny
Al aska had been asked to concentrate its efforts on the Asia
Pacific Region. This renewed focus will increase the nunber of
training opportunities and exchanges with foreign nmlitaries to
i nprove partnerships, readiness and cooperation between Pacific
Base Armes and the United States. This wll allow our Al aska
based units to train, share tactics, techniques and procedures
while developing enriched appreciation for the culture and
professional traditions of partner nations within the Pacific.

LI EUTENANT CGENERAL HOOG said for the Arny in Alaska, taking a
greater role in the Pacific also presents opportunities to
denonstrate expertise in the Arctic. The US Army Northern
Warfare Training Center in Al aska provides sone of the best cold
and nmountain warfare training in the world. US Arny Alaska is
uni quely positioned for energing security requirenments in the
Pacific and the Arctic by being an Arctic-trained, Pacific-
focused, credible ground force capable of rapidly deploying to
mul ti pl e regions around the worl d.

11:17:18 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said the nation called on many service
men and wonen stationed in Alaska to deploy in support of
national interests in 2012. Fromthe two Air Force Wngs at JBER
al nrost 900 personnel were deployed across the globe to 66
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different locations with a large proportion of them going to
support conbat operations in the Mddle East. Last sumrer the
90t h Fi ghter Squadron provided a forward posture in the Pacific
at Anderson Air Force Base while the 962nd Airborne Air Control
Squadron continues to provide a rotation of crews to CENTCOM
The 4/ 25 Airborne Brigade from JBER and the 1/25 Stryker Brigade
from Fort VAinwight returned home from their tours of service
i n Af ghani stan, a conbined total of over 8,000 soldiers.

11:18: 03 AM

Many Al aska-based service nmen and wonen are serving abroad wth
over 1,000 personnel currently deployed. As the mlitary's
footprint in the Mddle East draws down, Lieutenant General Hoog
said personnel based in Alaska continues to support m ssions
across the globe fromDjibouti to Laos to Honduras.

11:18: 22 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said Al aska has been hone to a robust
exerci se program for those forces that are not deployed. In 2012
Al aska hosted three Red Flag Al aska Exercises with nine visiting
countries. These large force exercises provided realistic events
in conbat representative training environnents for al |
participants. Prior to last sunmmer the Polish Air Force had
never flown an exercise out of its own borders and by comng to
Alaska they were able to take advantage of an air space
structure that is sinply unfathomable if you are stationed in
Eur ope.

Last year, he said they broke US Northern Conmand's Exercise
Arctic Edge into four separate conpartnentalized exercises to
better hone the Joint Task Force Alaska Honeland Defense and
Cvil Support M ssion sets.

11:19: 52 AM

First, ARDENT SENTRY was designed to validate and verify the
defense support to civil authorities' roles and mssions. For
ei ght days they established a 24/7 Joint Operation Center and
partnered with US Coast CGuard District 17 for two tasks: a
simul ated event off the coast of the North Slope and a search
and rescue (SAR) operation in an isolated area in central
Al aska. Along with strengthening a vital partnership within the
state, they were also able to procure and field test a
significant inprovenment to the Al aska National Guard search and
rescue capability through addition of a 72-hour 25-person air-
droppable Arctic sustaining package that remains in their
possession for use today when necessary.
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In ALASKA SHI ELD, Lieutenant General Hoog said his headquarters
in JBER partnered with the State, Al aska Honel and Defense and
Security, and Energency Managenent with a series of planning
sessions centered on an extrenme cold weather event in Al aska.
Wile the focus was on individual preparedness, they also
addressed how such an event would inpact the installation and
what role they mght play in supporting state-w de recovery
efforts. In ARCTIC AIR total force nedical personnel assisted
in the planning and execution of this inportant event which
brings real world nedical care to Alaskans in renote | ocations.

ARCTI C SHI ELD provi ded another opportunity to teamwith District
17 in their first joint operational exercise of US Coast Cuard
and Departnent of Defense (DOD) and successfully deployed and
operated oil skinmng equi prrent from the Coast Guard cutter off
the coast of Barrow in August, the first tinme DOD equi pnent had
been used in this fashion in Al aska; many |essons were |earned
with regard to execution and | ogistics.

Finally, Lieutenant Ceneral Hoog said Exercise VIGQLANT SH ELD
2013, which was held [ ast Cctober, was a NORAD/ NORTHCOM exerci se
designed around the honeland defense mission in Al aska. This
exercise involved the Al aska NORAD Region and JTF-Alaska; it is
t he annual rem nder t hat Al aska' s strategic | ocati on
significantly enhances the security and safety of the US and its
partners in North Ameri ca.

11: 21: 04 AM
Looki ng ahead at the 2013 Exercise Season, Lieutenant GCeneral
Hoog said Alaska will host two Red Flag Exercises with other

participating countries. Between the two Red Flags, Northern
Edge Exercise 2013 is the US Pacific's Conmand sponsored
exercise that is conducted every other year. It wll draw up to
10,000 personnel who wll conduct defensive counter air and
maritime interdiction, personnel recovery, and limted air and
space operations training. Historically, Northern Edge exercises
have included a Navy Strike G oup, Special Operations Forces and
all our mlitary services.

11:21: 42 AM

Further on the horizon they are already into planning for 2014
ARCTI C EDGE Exercise. Over the past six nonths, they have been
working hand in hand with the State Departnent, Al aska Honel and
Security and Enmergency Managenent, and the Al aska National Guard
to align planning efforts for a conbined ALASKA SHH ELD, ARCTIC
EDGE, ARTI C SENTRY and VI 3 LANT GUARD exer ci se.
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11:22: 06 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said the central theme of this exercise
will be a mjor earthquake response simlar to the Geat Al aska
Eart hquake of 1964. Linking these mmjor events will allow them
to ensure they can react with an all-of-governnent effort to
this catastrophic disaster scenario putting DOD support behind
the efforts of the State of Alaska to deal with this crisis.

11:22: 31 AM

As the committee knows, the Joint Pacific A r Range Conplex
(JPARC) provides a training space that mkes many of the
exerci ses he nmentioned possible. Such a |arge and unencunbered
training space is extrenmely valuable for the US mlitary's
training exercises as well as for our partner nations. Sinply
inviting another nation to participate in Red Flag Al aska, for
exanple, is an inportant neans of building and strengthening
alliances. W learn how to operate better together mlitarily
and exerci se co-devel oped pl ans.

Thi s past Novenber they hosted over 30 tribal first chiefs and
presidents for their quadrennial tribal and mlitary |eaders
meeting. This forum allows dozens of mlitary conmmanders from
mlitary installations around the state to engage with triba
| eaders to hear their concerns and discuss mlitary activities
for the wupcomng year. Their goal was to reach beyond the
conventi onal DOD channels to enhance understanding and
cooperation between the mlitary and federally recognized
trials. O note, American Indian and Al aska Native service in
the mlitary is the |largest percentage of any ethnic group and
several of the tribal l|eaders in attendance this year were
vet erans.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said recently, his comrand participated
in the Alaskan Forum on the Environnment that is designed to
bring nmany organizations and entities together to discussion
concerns about the environment, to share information and ideas,
prevent future danages and resolve existing issues. Since 1991,
signatories to the statement of cooperation have pledged to
communi cate, partner, collaborate, train and educate and uphold
these core goals. These agencies have shared many successes
including cutting costs for nobilization and denobilization at
renote sites, achieving best practices and processes for site
clean-up and with a high degree of technology dissem nation
anong the partners to inprove collective capabilities.

Two days ago, he and Admiral Ostebo flew to Dead Horse for an
orientation so he could learn about North Slope oil spill
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response operations. The president of Alaska Clean Seas North
Slope QI Response famliarized him specifically wth the
operation. No one agency can build all of the infrastructure
that is needed and they are looking for ways to partner
creatively and share when it makes sense for specific DOD
m ssi ons.

As evidence of the strong support of the mlitary, the Arned
Services YMCA (ASYMCA) is hosting its 36th annual salute to the
mlitary event tonorrow evening and they have invited GCeneral
Charl es Jacoby, Jr., the Commander of USNORTHCOM and NORAD as
guest speaker. The ASYMCA is just one of the many organizations
that provide extraordinary support in everything they do. The
association of the US Arny and the Alaska ACES Hockey
organi zation are two nore groups that have raised thousands of
dollars to support progranms for service nenbers and their
famlies for which they are extrenely grateful.

11:26: 09 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said as hunman activity and gl obal
interests increase in the Arctic, the Arctic Council remains an
effective forum for non-security issues. USNORTHCOM has tasked
Joint Task Force-Alaska (JTF-Alaska) to consider potential
future mlitary capabilities and gaps for the Arctic wth
prioritization on safety, security, defense and cooperation. The
last priority of cooperation is key given the resource
constraints within DOD and any progress towards securing and
developing the Arctic wll require significant coordination,
col | aboration and cooperation. Currently, they have identified
four primary gaps that need to be addressed: conmunications,
maritime domai n awareness, infrastructure, and presence.

11: 26: 41 AM

In the spirit of collaboration, cooperation, he said that JTF-
Al aska has begun discussions with the University of Al aska
Fairbanks (UAF) to potentially partner with an Al aska Command
(ALCOM) JTF-Alaska Arctic Alaska Bureau. By formalizing an
enduring relationship with the University, JTF-Al aska can tap
into the vast academ c know edge and expertise on the Arctic
while identifying the capability apps he nentioned before.

He said that JTF-Alaska kept busy last year engaging wth
partners across the state to acconplish unique operations. For
exanpl e, when the Alaska Arny National CGuard discovered a newy
exposed weckage from the 1952 crash of a C 124 d obe Master on
Colony dacier, Alaska Air National GGuard para-rescue experts
were able to confirm the presence of human remains. JTF-Al aska
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assenbled a joint total force team of service nenbers and
civilians to conduct recovery operations on the hazardous, non-
forgiving terrain of an active glacier. The Joint PONMA
Accounting Comrand conducted recovery operations on the glacier
to recover human remains to help bring closure to the famlies
that | ost | oved ones six decades ago.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said the Arny's Northern Warfare
Training Center played a critical role in training and
nmonitoring teans on the glacier to ensure their safety while the
US Arny CGuard U860 pod crews provided transportation and
| ogistic support, the 673rd Air Base Wng nedics and honor
guards received and processed the human remains with the dignity
and respect they deserved. At the end of the operation, JTF-
Al aska worked with UAF to install a glacier tracking systemto
monitor the nelt and overall condition of the glacier so that
next year they can return to re-evaluate the site for newy
uncovered itens.

11:28: 07 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said nore recently two CH 47-F Chinooks
were deployed from Fort Wainwight to support operations in
response to the grounding of the Shell Gl Arctic drilling rig
Kul luk, in |ate Decenber. Chinooks from the 16th Conbat Aviation
Brigade were able to rapidly deploy and successfully deliver
essenti al power and hydraulic equipnent despite difficult
weat her and the dynam cs of the sling nobve operations in support
of Coast Guard District 17's efforts.

The Al askan NORAD Region (ANR) continues to mmintain readi ness
in its two mssion sets. They aced Operation NOBLE EAGLE under
traditional symretric A r Defense Identification Zone (ADI 2)
protection. ANR works closely with the Canadi an NORAD Region to
ensure conplete Arctic coverage. In the near future with the
automati ¢ backup oxygen system upgrade (ABOS), the F-22s based
at JBER will resunme their traditional alert role and return to
fully m ssion capabl e conbat status for NORAD operations.

11:29: 15 AM

LI EUTENANT CGENERAL HOOG said in Interior Alaska, two mssile
def ense bases are providing better protection than ever before.
The Fort Geely Mssile Defense Conplex recently conpleted the
construction of Mssile Field 2 wth 14 operational silos.
Geely also integrated its new power plant wth ground-based
interceptor field mssiles and installed a second ground m d-
course defense communication network node (GWD) to enhance
testing and training capabilities.

ASC COW TTEE -12- February 14, 2013



On the business end of the mssile defense, Geely upgraded the
Exoat nospheric Kill Vehicles (EKVs) to inprove intercept
performance and increase its lethality. Simlarly, Cear Ar
Force Station near Anderson, Al aska, also upgraded its
capabilities and security. The new energency power plant can
provide full power to the Pave PAWS radar in the event the power
is lost fromthe existing coal plant. This systemis design wll
automatically switch power seamessly to prevent a gap in
surveillance coverage. The Pave PAWS 10-2 and upgraded early
warning radar (UEWR) enhancements are hardware and software
nodi fications that wll increase tracking capability and
fidelity of the Pave PAWS and tie it to the Fort Geely's
Ballistic Mssile Defense System for increased ground-based
i nterceptor accuracy.

11: 30: 40 AM

On the security side, Lieutenant Ceneral Hoog said the Hi gh-
Altitude Electromagnetic Pulse Project (HEMP) is a three-year
construction project to harden the Pave PAWS infrastructure
agai nst electronic magnetic pulse attack and this should be
acconpl i shed next year.

In an effort to cut energy costs, Clear Air Force Station wll
tie into the comercial power grid and close its aging coal
power plant in the years ahead to the Energy Conservation and
| nvest ment Program

11: 30: 53 AM
LI EUTENANT  CGENERAL HOOG said there are five ongoing
Environmental Inpact Statenents (EIS) and one programatic

envi ronnment al assessnent he wanted to bring to their attention.
The first was regarding the Joint Pacific Al aska Range Conpl ex
(JPARC). While the training spaces in the Lower 48 are being
encroached upon by other interests, the JPARC is expanding its
base and capabilities. ALCOM on behalf of US Army and US Air
Force and in accordance wth the National Envi r onnent al
Protection Pol i cy Act , has pr epar ed t he final JPARC
noder ni zati on and enhancenent EI'S, which includes the results of
the environnmental analysis of the proposed JPARC alternatives.
The EIS analysis i ncl udes t he pot enti al envi ronment al
consequences associated wth expanding and establishing new
mlitary operation areas, restricted air spaces and corridors,
and ground nmaneuver training spaces and training conplexes.
About a month from now the JPARC final EIS notice of
avai lability will be published and a final EIS will be avail able
on the JPARC website. The final EIS will incorporate all the
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comments received during last sunmer's public comment period and
the applicable responses. After a 30-day public review period, a
final record of decision will be published in June. They believe
the JPARC nodernization and enhancenent EIS reach a nutually
beneficial conclusion for both mlitary units in Alaska and the
other land and air space users across the state.

Next, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act,
Li eut enant CGener al Hoog said the Air Force Center for
Engi neering and Environnent will prepare a draft EIS for their

proposed relocation of the 18th Aggressor Squadron from Ei el son
Air Force to JBER and the right sizing of the remaining overhead
and base operating support at Eiel son.

11: 32: 26 AM

Public scoping neetings were held last week to determne the
subject of analysis during the draft EI'S, which wll analyze
pot enti al envi ronnent al consequences associated wth the
proposed relocation. The proposal includes two alternatives
plus a no action option. There will be a 60-day public coment

period this sunmer to refine the analysis prior to noving to the
prelimnary ElS.

11: 33: 06 AM

In addition, Lieutenant General Hoog said the Departnent of the
Navy is preparing a supplenmental to the 2011 Gulf of Al aska Navy
Training Activities EIS and Overseas EIS. The supplenmental EI'S
wi |l support authorization of incidental takes of marine mamal s
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and incidental takes of
threatened and endangered marine species under the Endangered
Species Act. The current federal regulatory permts and the
authorizations expire in My 2016. As part of the suppl enenta

EIS, the Navy wll wuse a new acoustical nodel to protect
potential marine species effects.

11: 33: 49 AM

He said JBER is preparing a supplenental draft EIS for the
resunption of year-round firing opportunities. This supplenental
wi | | include the governnent's response to public coment
received in the initial draft ES issued in 2010. JBER
anticipates releasing the supplenental draft for 60-day public

coment period in md-2013. The supplenental analysis wll focus
on pot enti al envi ronnent al consequences associ at ed Wi th
providing JBER units the opportunity to conduct indirect Ilive

fire-training through the year rather that the current
arrangenent of using the existing Eagle River Flats inpact area
in the wwnter and sending the units to the Interior for training
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in the sunmer. The proposed action has not changed from the
initial draft EIS, although mtigation neasures have been
revised to be nore protective of the environment, specifically
t he Endangered Cook Inlet Beluga Whale and migratory birds. Once
again, there will be a public coment period this sumrer.

11: 34: 43 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said the fifth EIS issue was the two
Wrld War |l historic Hangars at the Ladd Field Historic
Landmark  at Fort Wi nwright. Sever al options have been

considered for their disposition; unfortunately renovation is
not physically possible. As such, Fort Wiinwight is studying
whet her they should denolish the two hangars or allow them to

deteriorate until they <collapse on their own. The Fort
Vi nwri ght Command will decide that one year from now
11:35:15 AM

Finally, the Departnent of Arnmy conpleted a final Programmtic
Envi r onnent al Assessnent ( EPA) and draft finding of no
significant inpact for Army future force structure reductions
and realignments that may occur in FY 2013-2020. The EPA is
anal yzing environnmental inpacts of the potential reduction in
Arny forces necessary to reduce spending while naintaining
critical national defense capabilities. JBER and Fort Wi nwi ght
are anmong 21 bases being analyzed and considered for force
structure realignnments. Final decisions as to which alternatives
to inplement and which installations will see reductions, unit
real i gnnents or possible additions have not yet been made. The
i mpl enentation of the Arny force structure realignnent wll
occur over the course of several years to arrive at an optimally
configured force in 2020.

11: 36: 09 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said in an effort to control energy
costs by augnenting energy security, he had initiated an
executive energy steering group to pool together the body of
knowl edge on the subject from the DOD, State of Al aska, and
federal and industry representatives. Their goal is to |ower
energy costs for Alaska's mlitary installations over the next
two to seven years. So far, they have held two of these
quarterly neetings and have started to piece together the full
scal e of the chall enges.

11: 37: 08 AM

Wiile the energy piece is a significant concern for the cold
weat her bases, it represents just one subset of the |arger issue
of resource managenent. They are also including how service nen
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and wormen are taken care of. Suicides within the mlitary have
risen dramatically over the past few years and across al
denographics. The services are actively engaging on this issue
to increase awareness, provide support for nmenbers and to drive
t he nunber of suicides down as far as possible.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said sexual assaults have also risen to
the surface as a significant i1issue across the services. Each
branch is attacking this problem and doing the best to root out
the people that sinply don't belong in the service.

And everyone is waiting to see what happens wth the
sequestration in the budget, he said. Yesterday, all four
service chiefs testified as to potential inpacts and he couldn't
add much to their comments. In the neantinme they are trying to
be good stewards of their infrastructure and reduce budgets
while continuing to provide conbat readiness to support national
i nterests.

11: 37:48 AM

Oh May 4 the US Navy wll honor the State of Alaska by
commi ssioning the USS Anchorage in the Port of Anchorage; this
will be the first US Navy ship commissioned in Al aska. An

anphi bi ous transport dock ship, designated as LPD-23, wll be
available for tours from the Port of Anchorage for this
cerenmony. The USS Anchorage is a San Antonio class LPD built in
May 14, 2011. It wll provide anphibious |ift for the marines,
vehi cl es and cargo and can also act as an aviation platform

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG concluded that Alaska's mlitary units
and installations have been busy doing great things for the

state and for the US and will continue to do so. They remain
commtted to supporting service nmenbers and their famlies and
ensuring readiness to answer the nation's call. He thanked them

for their continued support for the service nen and wonen who
call Al aska hone.

SENATOR DYSON said a few years ago there was discussion about
expanding NORAD to include the maritinme and terrestrial domain
and asked what happened with that.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered that is one of General Jacoby's
stated goals, but not a lot of progress has been nade. Studies
are being done on how to nore effectively gain that awareness. A
ot of what they have is based on District 17's ability to use
the automatic interrogations system for cooperative ships that
have the beacons of the local maritime interrogators on board
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But, from a non-cooperative point of view, they have not nade
much progress on the ships that don't.

SENATOR DYSON asked if it was true that an increasing nunber of
Russi an bonbers are entering our air space.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered it's true, but it's nothing
t hreatening. They now have the Russian equivalent of GPS, which
is sonething the US has had for years. Wth refueling nuch nore
often and adding satellite conmunications to a bonber that can
refuel with GPS they can now transit |ike our B-52s w thout
bei ng provocative. The Russians have been watching us conduct
operations for the last 20 years and are starting to exercise
their long-range aviation in the same way we do.

11:41:11 AM
SENATOR DYSON asked if there is a gap in our submarine
surveillance with Adak cl osed.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said he didn't know that answer.

11:41: 31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE said they were planning to connect to the
local grid at Clear Air Force Base and shutter the coal plant;
at one point they were tal king about farmng it out to sonme kind
of private entity who could turn it into a power producer of
about 22 negawatts to be fed back into the Golden Valley grid.
That could in theory be replace diesel generated electricity and
use locally available coal, but part of the reason that fell
t hrough was because the Air Force was not willing to let the air
permt that would be grandfathered in to the coal plant go al ong
with the power plant. He asked if the Air Force could find a way
to provide that cheaper source of electricity to the area.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG replied that the US Space Command owns
and operates Clear Station and he could get the specifics on the
permtting piece for him But the plant had been down-scoped a
while ago to affect savings because of the reduction in energy
needed to operate the newer design radar and the current permt
is only to the tune of 4 to 5 nmegawatts, not the 23. Wen the
Air Force permtted that facility they only elected to get it
licensed for the | ower anount.

One of the reasons he started the Energy G oup was because they
have installations ranging from Cear dowmm to Geely and up and
each are struggling to find individual capacity solutions. Space
Command is executing their decision right now to hook up to the
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grid and downsize. The other thing that goes with that piece is
the chall enge of upgrading the coal facility to neet current EPA
st andards; and when that analysis was done the feedback fromthe
private sector was that it wasn't economical to operate a
commerci al power plant at such a | ow output.

11:45: 33 AM
REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked why Russians are in our air space.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered that they are operating off the
coast, but have not encroached on Al aska, and they were tracked
the entire tine.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX  asked if t hey go further t han
international |aw all ows.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answer ed no.

11: 47: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he really appreciates what the
mlitary in Alaska is doing and asked why no Red Flags were
schedul ed for 2014. WII there be any schedul ed?

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG replied they are planning on Red Flags
in 2014 and he was | ooking forward to tal king about how they are
partnering with the National Guard and the State to do the
incident respond simlar to the great Al askan earthquake. The
normal air exercise wll be planned as a matter of course. They
do three Red Flags a year; one of them this year is Northern
Edge. The biggest issue for 2014 is funding.

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he heard a runor there wasn't
anything in the budget for 2014, maybe 2015 and asked when t hat
normal Iy gets into the budget process.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said that was a good question. He didn't
know how nmuch they would get for 2013. Pacific Ar Forces use
about three Red Flags a year as a good internediate m x of how
to optimze training as well to bring units in to do sone |oca

flying.

11: 49: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON responded that would probably be
answered in the wupcomng nonths. [Lieutenant General Hoog
indicated that he agreed.] He asked about the resunption of
year-round firing opportunities supplenmental EIS in lieu of
using Interior ranges in the winter and asked him to explain
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that a little nore. How does that enhance operations in JBER or
is it necessary to conplete transfer of the F-16s to JBER?

11: 50: 00 AM

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG replied this was an Arny initiative that
stenmmed from the environnmental inpact of phosphorus on the Flats
from about a decade ago. During the course of clean up and
mtigation the Arny adjusted its training to accomobdate that
operation and now they are trying to get back to their basic
table of firing at JBER wth equipnent that they have.
Qovi ously, sone of their equipnent is |arge enough caliber that
they can't shoot it at JBER and have to go to the Interior, but
for the smaller size nunitions, training locally reduces costs
from having to pack up and go North.

11: 50: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON asked if there is a way for |egislators
to become involved in the Executive Energies Steering Goup so
they have a better wunderstanding of the cost of energy in
running the mlitary basis and perhaps be able to run
interference when needed to help maintain the profile of the
mlitary bases in Al aska.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said ultimately yes. He explained that
their first neeting was with DOD only, because they didn't know
what each other didn't know. In the second neeting they opened
up a little bit nore. H's intent was to open it up since it's a
public forum and put the issues out there. They will be as open
and as transparent as they can.

11:52: 29 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked him to tal k about the inpacts of the
11th Air Force restructuring jobs and econom c m ssion and about
Al aska's readiness in light of the North Korean nuclear mssile
test.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered they gave him an increased
staff of 15 people. He is arguing for four and he mght end up
wth tw. The admnistration functions of two other Wng
commanders are under him The operational functions, for
instance and the mssion planning are still going to
headquarters.

11:53: 44 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked about retiring of the four C 130s.
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LI EUTENANT CGENERAL HOOG said he would let General Katkus talk
about the airplanes, but in using "total force integration" one
organi zation will own the iron and another organization wll
contribute pilots and maintainers. For exanple, in the F-22s
they have the active duty squadrons and reservists fly and
mai ntai n those aircraft.

The attenpt here was to plus-up the capabilities of the C 130s
in Al aska by adding sone active duty service nenbers not because
the airplanes are not being maintained but with the additional
four airplanes there would be a chance to better utilize and fly
the iron in inventory. Wien the Air Force made the decision to
downsi ze a nunber of C-130s, they | ooked cross the Air Force to
see where capacity was and said they didn't need the active
associate in Al aska any nore.

It's nore conmon to have sonething on a G 17, because that is a
nore heavily tasked asset day-to-day. They were about half way
through the build-up when it was put on hold for the initia
budget and they stopped there. Then the decision was nmade to go
back and stop the active associate. So those active duty service
men will be | eaving over the next 12 to 18 nonths.

11:55:12 AM

On the North Korean question, Lieutenant General Hoog said he
was part of the teleconference yesterday with Admiral Locklear
and all of his regional commanders. Cbviously he is aware of the
nucl ear blast; and all of those discussions are going on at the
hi ghest level in terns of what the US response is going to be
Qur aircraft remain ready as they have been, so there is no
change to our readiness posture. He couldn't coment on the
m ssil e defense side of the house.

11:56: 01 AM

SENATOR COGHILL said he had honored far too nmany fallen
soldiers, but it was a rem nder of the things |awmkers have to
do in their standing. He thanked him for that. Like him with
sequestration, the Interior has had to live with the question of
the value to the US of Eielson Air Force Base. He wanted himto
take back to his peers that the EIS process didn't line up well
for them because the inpact of JPARC to the Interior would
probably be significantly different if the EIS for Eielson had
been started earlier; they had what was al nost false information
and he hoped they would have that conversation down the road
since it inpacted them so nuch. It was an unfortunate
circunstance for the Interior and there was nothing they could
do about it.
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LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG said he would take that nessage back to
CGener al Carlisle and CGener al Mal i nowski who did t he
present ati ons.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR asked if the 2014 earthquake exercises wl|
have a civilian conponent.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered that the response is primarily
civilian through the state; so the Alaska Departnent of

Emer gency Managenent will be in the lead followed by the Al aska
National CGuard. His role is to be there as a backstop and to
fill in the known gaps. For instance, JBER has bridging

equi pnrent that could conplinent the state's equipnent so they
could put up a bridge. They are trying to synchronize with the
state, because having an exercise within the confines of JBER is
interesting, but not relevant if they are not practicing with
t he state.

12: 00: 05 PM

SENATOR DYSON said the two nagnificent airports at King Sal non
and Cold Bay would serve well as an energency |and spot and
asked if they were still under his jurisdiction.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG replied that King Salnmon is in their
Emergency Aircraft Divert file, but not the one at Col d Bay.

SENATOR DYSON asked if there are any others.

LI EUTENANT GENERAL HOOG answered no, other than the Coast @Guard
air stations.

12: 00: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he just heard from the mayor of the
Fai rbanks North Star Borough two nights ago that another EIS is
going on for Fort Wainwight and that it could either gain 1,000
troops or lose 4,000 troops and public comment was due by the
end of the nonth.

LI EUTENANT CGENERAL HOOG answered that was one in which the
Departnment of Arnmy basically said that given their force
structure they were to reduce 50,000 or 60,000 soldiers. So,
they | ooked across all their installations and said that they
could go anywhere fromup to 1,000 or down by 4,000. He offered
to get nore specific information. That process is their
equivalent of trying to nake adjustnments either by force
structure or unit realignments.

ASC COW TTEE -21- February 14, 2013



REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said if Fort Wainwight |oses 4,000
troops and Eielson loses half of that, Fairbanks has |ost two-
thirds of its economic pillar.

CO CHAI R SADDLER thanked him for his presentation and invited
CGeneral Katkus to testify.

12:03: 11 PM

MAJOR GENERAL THOVAS KATKUS, Adjutant General for the Al aska
National Guard and Conm ssioner, Departnent of Mlitary &
Veterans Affairs (DWA), Anchorage, Al aska, introduced DWA
Deputy Conmi ssioner MHugh Pierre and said he had been given a
sinple task, which was to show off the National Guard for that
he provided a video by a second |ieutenant that denonstrated the
high quality of skill sets today's mlitary has. This sane
gentleman won five national-level awards in the National Guard
conpetition for public affairs. It denonstrates the partnership
between the mlitary forces in Al aska and the cooperation wthin
the DWA, how the Departnent of Honeland Energency Managenent
works with JTF- Al aska, how they work with other agencies across
the state, and how our National Guard supports every operational
m ssion going on in Alaska even to the point that our veterans
are taken care of in such a manner to ensure that Alaska is the
place to retire and the place to take your famly.

12:05: 20 PM
The video played from 12:05 to 12:16 p. m

12:16: 41 PM

MAJOR GENERAL KATKUS said the second portion of his presentation
was about 2013 deploynents. There will be 292 total Arny Quard
depl oynents in 2013 on Title 10. The preponderance of those is
the brand new mlitary police unit they had just reorganized
with the mssion of going to Guantananb Bay for a year and
providing security. Currently, approximately 54 Ar Warriors
with Black Hawk UH60s are going down to Fort Hood in
preparation for a year-long deploynment in Kuwait. They continue
to put tw soldiers with the Mngolian wunit that 1is in
Af ghani stan and the other individuals are doctors, dentists.

The 168th Wng continues to provide fuel all over the world;
they are extrenely relevant and extrenely pressed to nmaintain
t hose m ssions.

12:18:14 PM
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MAJOR GENERAL KATKUS said the 176th Wng has relocated on JBER
and have fallen into a "regular op tenpo,” which is nanageabl e;
they are very nuch accepting the new facilities and at the sane
time getting ready to go it Kuwait and conti nue operations.

He showed a picture of a Black Hawk and a Coast Guard HA-60
together as an exanple of the great cooperative effort the
National Guard does in today's world of having to be operational
and keeping up with the Joneses and participating equally wth
everyone out there.

CO CHAI R SADDLER said he appreciated his presentation and that
t he vi deo was out standi ng worKk.

12:19:19 PM

GENERAL GEORGE CANNELGOS, public nenber of the Joint Arned
Services Conmmttee, said that he was a huge supporter of
infrastructure that nakes long term sense for the state and he
was delighted to hear about the progress on the Tanana R ver
Bri dge.

MAJOR GENERAL KATKUS commented that he and Deputy Conm ssioner
McHugh went to review the Tanana River Bridge project recently
and found that it is under budget and on tine. It is a dual
nodel bridge which neans it carries railroad trains and wheel ed
or track vehicles. So, it's set up in order to support JPARC
The Arny will be able to cross the Tanana River Bridge in 2014
to have the option of year-round training access. That was a
vision originally established by General Troy, General Jacoby,
and General Leighfield for safety, primarily to keep those | arge
vehicles off of the road system and into the training areas.
Access there provides a mle-long bridge nmaintained by the
Al aska Railroad for the next 100 years, a trenendous year-round
guar ant eed- access not dependent upon weather and a singular ice
bri dge across that big obstacle.

The State of Al aska benefits because the |ast nmjor obstacle for
a railroad into and through the Interior is now being crossed.
The state put up $88 mllion as their portion and the federa
government put up a little over $100 mllion. It's a great
partnership across the board.

GENERAL CANNELGCS said he was in Mngolia |ast year and net with
the defense attaché, which made him realize that the Mngolian
partnership is way nore than just "feel good." The attaché told
him that thanks to Alaska National Guard the Mngolian forces
are now certified with the United Nations for peace keeping

ASC COW TTEE -23- February 14, 2013



around the world. That in turn brings mllions of dollars to
that country. It's another exanple of our little state is doing
great, great things.

12:21: 26 PM

MCHUGH PIERRE, Deputy Conm ssioner, Departnment of Mlitary &
Veterans Affairs (DWA), Anchorage, Al aska, said he had sone
answers to previous questions. The Arny Personnel Environnental
Assessnent (PEA) was referenced earlier and that the original
deadline for comments was tonorrow, but it had been extended to
the end of the nonth.

CO CHAI R SADDLER thanked them for an efficient presentation and
for what the National Guard is doing here and abroad.

MAJOR CENERAL KATKUS thanked the commttee for having them and
of fered to answer questions.

12:22:19 PM

REAR ADM RAL THOVAS P. OSTEBO, United States Coast Guard,
Commander 17th Coast Guard District, said he should have brought
an episode of Coast Guard Alaska that would have been as
interesting as Major General Katkus' video. He thanked them for
the opportunity to speak today. He said he was honored to
acconpany Major Ceneral Katkus and Lieutenant General Hoog in
provi di ng exceptional |eadership for the Departnent of Defense
and National Guard forces that call Al aska hone; together they
make up a strong team that serves both the state and the
national governnent. Today, he |ooked forward to talking about
the great work that the Coast Guard nen and wonen are doing in
Al aska and wupdating their activities including ARCTIC SH ELD
2012 and nost recently, the Kulluk grounding incident.

12: 23: 59 PM

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said the Alaska Coast Cuard's goals are to
serve and safeguard the public, protect the environnment and its
resources, and defend the nation's interests in the Al aska
maritime regime. Through seanl ess cooperation with their sister
services and with close collaboration with federal, state, |ocal
and tribal partners, they do this every day and with expertise.
In an average nmonth, nearly 3,000 dedicated Coast Guard nen and
wonen conduct 51 search and rescue (SAR) cases and assist with
saving the lives of 74 people in Al aska. They board 161 vessels
every nonth and service over 60 aids to navigation and respond
to 10 pollution incidents, and help with the safe transport of
over 70 mllion gallons of o0il and 1.4 mllion pounds of
expl osives around the state. They save the lives of about 800
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people a year in Alaska. He said they conduct these m ssions
t hrough operations coordinated here by D 17 Command Center and
wi th maj or conmands | ocated in Anchorage and Juneau.

They have two mgjor air stations: one in Kodiak, the |[argest
Coast Cuard facility in the US, and another in Sitka. They have
smal | boat stations, patrol boats, buoy tenders, and marine
safety teans |ocated throughout the state from Ketchi kan up and
out to Dutch Harbor and as far north as Barrow

Last year, Coast Guard District 17 (D-17) re-engaged in the
Arctic with a major program called ARCTIC SH ELD 2012. They
proposed ARCTIC SHI ELD 2012 to respond to the dramatic increases
in Arctic activity resulting from dim nished sea ice and | onger
open water periods. The mssion there had three primry
obj ecti ves:

1. Operational excellence and to re-famliarize the

Coast Guard with operating north of the Arctic Grcle

2. Capability assessnent so they could test existing

and new equi pnent to be used in the Arctic across al

m ssi ons

3. Qutreach to local conmmunity to help educate themin

their work up there

He assured them that ARCTIC SH ELD 2012 was a resounding
success, overcomng the obstacles of distance, |ogistica
chal | enges and working with the absence of a deep water port.

12:26: 39 PM

In particular, he said D 17's Arctic operations |ast year
consisted of opening a seasonal air facility in Barrow
consisting of two H60 helicopters, their crews, naintenance
personnel, transportable comunication center and supporting
personnel. The H60s flew over 289 flight hours, conducted 11
search and rescue cases, saved 4 lives and assisted with the

saving of 6 other |l|ives. They conduct ice reconnaissance,
maritime domain awareness, and provided VIP and honel and
security support all sumrer long as well as support for the

state and ot her federal agencies.

In addition to the H60s, C 130s were deployed to the Arctic
al nost continuously from Kodiak, which is 820 mles away. They
provided 70 logistics flights, nmoved over 1 mllion pounds of
cargo and fuel, conducted 15 maritinme domain awareness sorties,
and over 34 hours of ice reconnai ssance. In addition, the C 130s
were used for nedical transportation and SAR across the region.
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12: 27: 56 PM

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said in addition to their aviation assets,
they had a mninmum of at |east two Coast Guard cutters operating
of fshore throughout the drill seasons |ast sunmer. Those cutters
operated across the mission sets of Arctic domain awareness,
search and rescue, |aw enforcenent and had a particular m ssion
to provide the safety zones around both of the drill rigs, not
only in the Arctic, but while they were down in Dutch Harbor and
during their transit from Dutch Harbor north of the Arctic
Circle.

12:28: 29 PM
Most recently, the Coast Guard had been extrenely active at
first wwth the SAR and then with the nobile drilling unit Kull uk

grounding and rescue. Their two main goals in this nission were
acconplished; the first was that nobody gets killed or hurt and
second was to have no environmental damage or pollution.

He was also honored to represent the air station crews that
rescued 18 people off of the Kulluk in 45 ft. seas and hurricane
weat her. He had convened a formal Coast Guard narine casualty
investigation that will look into this matter and investigate
all aspects of the grounding including its support vessels, the
equi pnent that was used, and investigating the possible errors
or mstakes that may have happened. Ildentifying what went w ong
and how these types of incidents may be avoided in the future
will allow the Coast Guard to potentially save lives and protect
the environnment in the future.

As of yesterday they stood down the unified conmmand in Anchorage
on this case. The tow plans had been submtted to the Coast
Guard and been reviewed; with sonme mnor edits they are conplete
and he expected the Kulluk to leave Kiliuda Bay in the next few
days for repair overseas.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO concluded that the Coast Guard had been
extrenely busy and their work throughout Al aska continues to
grow. Maritine activity from D xon Entrance to the Arctic EEZ
out to the Unimak Pass is expanding and as it does, you can
al ways count on the US Coast Guard to be there and to be "Senper
Paratus.”™ He thanked them for giving the Coast Guard the
opportunity to testify here today and offered to take questions.

12:31: 15 PM
REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON asked what he neant by the Arctic EEZ.

ASC COW TTEE - 26- February 14, 2013



REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO clarified that he neant the Exclusive
Econom ¢ Zone, which is out to 200 miles around the state.

SENATOR DYSON asked for an update on the re-comi ssioning of the
Pol ar Star and whether the Polar Sea would be treated simlarly.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO answered the Coast Guard currently has one
operating ice breaker, Coast Guard Cutter Healy, and she is
extrenely valuable in Alaska. They have two other mmjor ice
breakers that are in caretaker status: the Polar Star is the
| argest conventionally powered ice breaker in the world and is
in the process of being reactivated; she will be back in service
by next sumrer with sonme early run-up work taking place in
Alaska to get her crews trained up on breaking ice. Then she
would go towards Antarctic to help MMrdo Base break out next
W nter.

SENATOR DYSON asked if the Polar Sea is still active.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO replied that the Polar Sea will remain in
caretaker status until and if funding is nmade avail able to bring
her back into service.

SENATOR DYSON said those are the only boats we have that are
capabl e of breaking nmulti-year ice.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said that was correct. Healy, while quite
capable, is limted in her icebreaking capabilities. She is
actually technically a nedium icebreaker. The other two are
heavy worl d cl ass icebreakers.

12: 33: 15 PM
REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE asked hi m what other elenents were involved
in the Kulluk incident and to el aborate on the Tugboat Alert's
role init.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said he received a nunber of phone calls on
the first night of the SAR case and one was from Retired Vice
Adm ral Tom Barrette who asked if he needed hel p; his answer was
yes. He responded by diverting the Tug Alert that is focused on
Prince WIliam Sound. Alert came out there and he couldn't say
enough about the work it had done. They awarded the crew a | ot
of recognition. They were the last tug connected to Kulluk by a
seven-inch nylon braided energency towing line and they were
determined to keep it off the beach. He had to order them tw ce
to cut the tow line when they were a quarter mle offshore for
fear of them ending up on the beach as well, but they just
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didn't want that boat to go on the beach. They did an
out st andi ng j ob.

You try to learn from these kinds of tragedies he said, and the
unified command was probably the best exercise in a maritine
environnent that the state could have possibly had. They went
from zero folks and no wunified conmand to about 750 people
within about two days of the Kulluk going aground wth all
federal partners, and state local and tribal partners helping to
put together a consolidated response. Clearly it was a conbi ned
effort by everybody, not only on the active duty side but by
their state partners. He thanked himfor bringing that up.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if this was due to a freak weather
situation or should Shell have known about this and not been in
the waters at the tine.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said all that will cone out in the marine
investigation and he couldn't get into the specifics. He could
say that the Wather Service in NOAA typically puts out a
reliable weather forecast for about five days into the future.
Beyond that it gets to be less and less reliable. At the sane
time that the Kulluk was transiting from Kodiak towards
Washi ngton when she hit this bad weather, there over 100 other
vessels operating in the northern Gulf of Alaska including a
Coast Guard cutter. He added that the Kulluk had an extensive
tow plan that was reviewed by their towing agent, Shell
Corporation, the Coast CGuard and other folks before they Ileft
Dut ch Har bor .

12: 38: 00 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER asked, given the increasing CQuter Continental
Shelf activity and the increased shipping along the Geat Crcle
Route and the Northwest Passage, what the long term plans were
for Coast Guard presence in or near the Arctic. Kodiak is great,
but it's alittle far away.

REAR ADM RAL OSTEBO said the lead-up to his question pointed to
two different areas that are inportant to talk about. One is the
Geat Crcle Route and growth in nmaritinme transportation and
traffic primarily between D xon Entrance out to Unimak Pass and
over to Korea. He explained that D xon Entrance 1is an
international entrance just south of Ketchikan between Canada
and the US. That leads to the fourth largest port on the West
Coast, which is Prince Rupert. It is currently larger than
Cakl and in the amount of traffic that goes in and out because a
boat with I KEA products from Korea runs through the Geat Crcle
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Route and into Prince Rupert, it can make it to market in
Chicago or the East Coast three of four days faster than if it
were to travel further south to California.

12:39:17 PM

Clearly, he said, as DOD swings to the Pacific, as attention
swwngs to the Pacific, traffic and maritine comrerce is
i ncreasing from about 300 vessels a nonth through Uni mak Pass up
to 400 vessels a nonth. The Sel endang Ayu was one and that gave
hi m pause and concern for the international straits known as
Uni mak Pass and Di xon Entrance. Addressing that traffic presents
a very specific and very interesting problem for the US Coast
Guard and the State of Alaska in responding to nmaritine
accidents not only in the saving of life but in terns of
responding to environnmental damage that might happen from that
increased traffic.

In addition, as Kitimat and Prince Rupert becone nmjor exporting
pl aces for oil and perhaps gas in the future from Canada, that
raises the bar for escorting tankers leaving out of D xon
Entrance. The Coast Guard is working to evaluate what the best
resources would be to attack that problem

12: 40: 34 PM

In the Arctic, part of the mssion of ARCTIC SH ELD 2012 was to
eval uate their response capability with the assets they have to
provide a long term presence in the Arctic. Cearly every
indication is that the Arctic will continue to grow in its
relevance in the maritine community and the Coast Guard is
evaluating its strategic and long term presence up there both
offshore with nore and better capable ships and onshore,
primarily, with a seasonal air facility.

12:41: 47 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER found no questions and thanked everyone for
being with them today. He hoped this was just one nore el enent
in the continuing conversation between |egislative |eaders and
the mlitary services and agencies about neeting the
opportunities and challenges in Alaska. Alaska respects the
mlitary and values them and hopes they can stay here and grow.
Wth that he adjourned the Joint Arnmed Services Committee
meeting at 12:41 p.m
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