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SENATE BILL NO 1
"An Act establishing May 10 of each year as Al aska M ning Day."

- MOVED SB 1 OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 59
"An Act relating to mssing vul nerable adult pronpt response and
notification plans."

- HEARD & HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 127

"An Act clarifying that the Al aska Bar Association is an agency
for purposes of investigations by the onbudsman; relating to
conpensation of the onbudsman and to enploynent of staff by the
onmbudsman under personal service contracts; providing that
certain records of comunications between the onbudsman and an
agency are not public records; relating to disclosure by an
agency to the onbudsman of communications subject to attorney-
client and attorney work-product privileges; relating to
informal and formal reports of opinions and recomendations
issued by the onbudsman; relating to the privilege of the
onbudsman not to testify and creating a privilege under which
the onmbudsman is not required to disclose certain docunents;
relating to procedures for procurenent by the onbudsnman;
relating to the definition of 'agency' for purposes of the
Onbudsman Act and providing jurisdiction of the onbudsman over
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02/ 12/ 13 (S) Moved SB 1 Qut of Committee
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03/ 05/ 13 (H) STA

03/21/13 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HB 59
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Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as sponsor of SB 1.

DEANTHA CROCKETT, Associate Director

Al aska M ners Association, Inc. (AMA)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of SB 1.

EDMUND FOGELS, Deputy Conmi ssioner

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Depart ment of Natural Resources (DNR)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of SB 1.

M KE SATRE, Executive Director

Counci |l of Al aska Producers

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of SB 1.

REPRESENTATI VE MAX GRUENBERG

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as sponsor of HB 59.

M LES BROCKES, St aff

Representati ve Max G uenberg

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 59 as staff to Representative
Max G uenberg, sponsor of HB 59.

M KE O HARE, Deputy Director

Di vi sion of Honel and Security and Emergency Managenent
Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs (DWA)

Joi nt Base El nendorf-R chardson (JBER)

Eagl e River, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.

RCDNEY DI AL, Lieutenant; Deputy Comrander

A Det achnent

Al aska State Troopers

Di vision of Statew de Services

Departnment of Public Safety (DPS)

Ket chi kan, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.
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PATRI CK CUNNI NGHAM MSW DSW

Menber, Board of Directors

Al zhei mer Resource Agency

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.

BRADLEY JOHNSQN, Deputy Chi ef

Fai r banks Pol i ce Departnent;

Vice President, Al aska Association of Chiefs of Police, Inc.
Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.

KEN HELANDER, Advocacy Director

AARP

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 59.

KEN SPADAFORA, Li eutenant

Anchor age Police Departnent (APD)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.

DENI SE DANI ELLO, Executive Director

Al aska Conmmi ssion on Agi ng

Di vision of Senior and Disability Services (DSDS)
Department of Health & Social Services (DHSS)
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 59.

DAVE TALERI CO
North Pol e, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 59.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:04: 21 AM

CHAIR BOB LYNN called the House State Affairs Standing Commttee
nmeeting to order at 8:04 a.m Representatives Gattis, Hughes

| saacson, Keller, and Lynn were present at the call to order.
Representative Kreiss-Tonkins arrived as the neeting was in
progr ess.

SB 1- ALASKA M NI NG DAY

8:04: 37 AM
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CHAI R LYNN announced that the first order of business was SENATE
BILL NO 1, "An Act establishing May 10 of each year as Al aska
M ni ng Day."

8:05:01 AM

SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL, Al aska State Legislature, stated that SB
1 would establish May 10th as Alaska M ning Day. She said that
this day was chosen since the General Mning Act of the United
States was approved on May 10, 1872. The Act has been anended
nunmerous tines, but the essential principles remain in place:
If a citizen ventures on to federal public land not otherw se
designated as a park, refuge, or set aside in any other way, and
with his/her own energy, intellect, finances, and hard work
finds a valuable mneral deposit, then that citizen has the
first right to develop that m neral deposit, after obtaining the
required environnmental and operating permts. Senat or @G essel
related that the Act paved way for mneral devel oprment in Al aska
and many of the communities represented by the committee were
establ i shed because of m ning. Vel | -known, large gold rushes
occurred in: Juneau in 1880; Turnagain Arm in 1885; Fortymle
in 1886; Kenai in 1888; Circle in 1892; the Kl ondike in 1896;
Norme in 1898; Fairbanks in 1902; and lditarod in 1908. The CGold
Rush and copper discovery at Kennecott in 1905 brought mners,
adventurers, mnmerchants and their famlies to Alaska in droves.
They built towns, roads, dans, ports and railroads in Al aska and
noved Alaska to a territory status in 1912 and eventually to
st at ehood.

SENATOR 3 ESSEL conti nued as foll ows:

If Alaska were a country it would be in the top ten
for a lot of our precious netals and strategic
m neral s: gold, zinc - largest zinc deposit in the
world - silver, copper, platinum nolybdenum rare
earth devel opnents, which are used in all of the new
technol ogy - clean energy technol ogy. China now hol ds
the nonopoly on rare earth elenents, but lo and
behol d, Al aska has a massi ve deposit.

SENATOR G ESSEL stated that Alaska Mning Day highlights that
tremendous history and the state's future in this industry, and
contributes significantly to conmmunities. For example, in
Juneau, four of the hydroelectric projects were built over a
hundred years ago by the mning industry and the hydroelectric
projects still operate today. Al so, hydroelectric projects
represent clean and durable energy. She pointed out that at
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Lake Dorothy, the main purpose of the project was to bol ster the
energy needs of Geens Creek M ne. In fact, Greens Creek M ne
in Juneau is now the largest private sector enployer in Juneau -
with 340 enployees - and the mne contributes significantly to
this econony. In conclusion, Senator G essel stated that the
purpose of Alaska Mning Day on May 10th is to highlight and
draw attention and respect for Alaska's mning heritage. In
response to a comment, she said, "If it can't be grown it nust
be m ned."

CHAI R LYNN enphasized that Alaska nust diversify its econony,
and one of the principal ways that can happen is through m ning.

8: 09: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he can see that sonme may find this
bill frivol ous. He wondered if the Alaska Mning Day could
beconme a day of education and whet her the sponsor envisions this
as a day that students would have a day off from school

SENATOR G ESSEL highlighted the Al aska Resource Education
Program which is a program that has been devel oped, in part, by
the Alaska Mners Association, wth packets distributed to
teachers throughout the state. In fact, the program enphasizes
the significant role that mnerals play in the everyday |ives of
Al askans. She referred to a video in which fifth graders sel ect
and showcase a mneral. She offered her belief it is inportant
for students to understand that mning is not detrinental to the
environnent, can be done safely, and can coexist wth other
i ndustries.

8:11:35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON referred language [in a sentence
beginning on line 10 through line 13 of SB 1, which read as
foll ows: ]

Alaska M ning Day nay be observed by educational and
cel ebratory events, proj ect s, and activities to
increase public awareness of and appreciation for
mning and mners in the state and the nmany uses for
the mnerals mned in the state.

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON suggested that if the |anguage were

anended to change "may" to "shall", it could ensure mning
education would get into the school system
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CHAIR LYNN asked whether the sponsor was anenable to such
change.

SENATOR G ESSEL advi sed that such a change should be pondered
and she would consider it. In response to Representative
| saacson, she answered that the Al aska M ning Association, Inc

(AMA) is active in all communities, and she feels confident it
will nmve forward wth [the nethods of pronoting public
awareness listed in the aforenentioned |anguage], "regardless of
what this resolution says."”

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he wants to ensure school districts
[observe Alaska Mning Day], because [to do so] is "a proper
role of education.”

CHAIR LYNN said he is not opposed to any changes, but pointed

out that any change to the bill at this point my slow the
process.
8. 15: 25 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES acknow edged Al aska is a resource state,
and said she likes the pun, "W've barely scraped the surface."
She said she has had an opportunity to tour Usibelli Coal M ne,
I nc. She asked to put on the record that prior to all the
environnmental |aws being adopted, the Usibelli famly for three
generations has shown stewardship. She offered her belief that
the reclamation the mne perforns is inpressive. In fact, the
care and stewardship by Al askans has al so been inpressive. She
menti oned she attended a recent Energy Council neeting in
Washi ngton, D.C., and she enjoyed telling nenbers of Congress
how Al askans take care of Al aska's environnent. She asked about
the rare earth elenents and if there has been any effort to
encourage the rare earth netals industry in Al aska.

SENATOR G ESSEL answered that N black Mning Corporation has a
mning project, which is located just south and west of "here"
[on the southeast side of Prince of Wales Island]. She deferred
to Ed Fogels for nore information.

CHAIR LYNN remarked that he gets nervous when China has a
nmonopol y on anyt hi ng.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S said that she thinks Alaska Mning Day is
a great thing to do to ensure Al askan kids recognize the effects
of mning on Al aska. She also said she is going to be voting
yes today.

HOUSE STA COW TTEE -7- March 21, 2013



CHAIR LYNN related that he is the first cross-sponsor in the
House for SB 1

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS-TOWKI NS commented that the Prince of Wiles

Ni bl ack and Bokan Muntain mnes are in his district. These
communities are excited about the potential of these mnes, and
he is excited about this bill and the conmpanion bill.

8:20:14 AM

DEANTHA CROCKETT, Associate Director, Al aska Mners Association

Inc. (AMA), stated that making Alaska Mning Day a state holiday
woul d increase the popularity of the industry. She expressed
appreciation for Senator G essel's sponsorship of SB 1. She
said it is inmportant not to forget the contributions of the
m ning industry. Ms. Crockett related that the mning industry
enpl oys about 5,000 people directly and about 9,000 indirectly,
with an average industry wage of $100, 000. Many of these |obs
are in rural areas that do not offer many other opportunities.
She stated that AMA helps fund |ocal governnents and the Al aska
Native corporations. She enphasized the inportance of
recogni zing the presence that mning has in the state, including
its rich history in communities such as Juneau, Fairbanks, and
None. She offered her belief that having an Al aska M ning Day
is a great way to recognize the mning history in Al aska.

8:21: 53 AM

EDMUND FOCELS, Deputy Comm ssioner, Ofice of the Conm ssioner

Depar t ment of Nat ur al Resources (DNR), stated that t he
departnment supports the bill, which would establish May 10th of
each year as Al aska Mning Day. He acknow edged that m ning has
played a critical role in Alaska's history and continues to play
a critical role. Wile mning may seem overshadowed by oil and

gas in economc contributions, it is still very significant. He
echoed Ms. Crockett's statenent that mning provides over 5,000
jobs, with an average wage of $100, 000. He characterized the
jobs as being highly skilled |obs, i ncludi ng engineers,
envi ronnent al scienti sts, heavy equi pnent oper at or s, and
mechani cs. In fact, these are career building jobs. M ni ng
provi des econom c benefits to sone of the poorest regions in
rural Al aska. For exanple, the Red Dog Mne is the only

taxpayer in the Northwest Arctic Borough (NWAB). He pointed out
that mnes like the mne proposed by Donlin Gold LLC have the
potential to really carry the econony for generations. He
stated one aspect of his job has been to ensure that a strong
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environnmental permtting process exists for these projects. He
said all seven of the currently operating mnes have a sound
environnental record with agency people nonitoring the sites.
He offered his assurance that Alaska's water and fish are being
protected, as well as other environmental resources. He pointed
out that the division has been working to strengthen the m ning

sect or. He said the governor has initiated a strategic and
critical mnerals initiative, including a statew de assessnent
for strategic and critical mnerals, including rare earth
el ement s. He noted that rare earth elenents are also referred

to as REE. He descri bed the Bokan Mountain project on southern
Prince of Wales Island as very prom sing.

8:24.:11 AM

MR. FOGELS expl ained there are two types of rare earth el enents:
heavy rare earth elenents and light rare earth elenents. He
pointed out that one of the biggest mnes in the nation in
California contains light rare earth elenments, but the nore

val uabl e and inportant ones are the heavy rare earth el enents.
He indicated that Bokan Mountain is blessed wth high
concentrations of heavy rare earth el enents.

8:24:49 AM

CHAIR LYNN remarked that someone said China has a nonopoly on
rare earth elenents. He asked whether any rare earth elenents
are being produced in the U S

MR. FOCELS offered that Mountain Pass in California is the only
mne he is aware of at this tine. Most of the rare earth
el enents are being produced by China so it is inperative for
ot her sources to be devel oped.

CHAI R LYNN asked for the inpact if China were to "cut off" rare
earth el ements.

MR. FOGELS offered his belief that it would be a bad situation
if that were to happen; the mnerals are inportant for defense
and alternative energy purposes. One interesting fact, he
noted, is the color red in flat screen televisions can only be
produced by the rare earth elenent europium He characterized
these netals as being very inportant.

CHAI R LYNN asked whether this is critical to the U S. defense.

MR. FOGELS answered yes.
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CHAIR LYNN asked how close Alaska is to producing rare earth
el ement s.

MR. FOGELS answered that in Alaska, the conmpany is close to

submtting permt applications. He estinated an average tine
frame for permtting something |ike the Bokan Mountain mne,
which is anticipated to be a small mne, wuld be two or three
years in permtting - including federal permtting - and another

year in construction.

CHAI R LYNN asked whether any other locations in Al aska nmay have
rare earth el enents.

MR. FOCELS answered that about 70 known |ocations contain rare
earth elements, but the departnment has not investigated them
enough to know if the mnerals are economcally feasible to

devel op, so right now Bokan Muntain is the only one. In fact,
the Division of Ceologic and Geophysical Surveys (DGGES), [within
DNR], is in the process of reviewing rare earth elements in
Al aska.

8:28:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked whether the departnent has put a
price tag on REE in Al aska.

MR. FOGELS answered no.
REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked whet her any work has occurred.

MR. FOGELS explained that exploration conpanies drill, perform
assay reports, and devel op an exploration nodel. He stated that
the value is unknown, but he predicted the state has so nuch
unexplored land that many nore mning deposits are likely to be
f ound.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES said she thinks it would be helpful and
supportive if the informati on was avail abl e.

8:31:16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked whether the l|egislature needs to
work on the royalty tax structure.

MR. FOGELS responded that a nunber of years ago AVMA brought up a
| eadi ng expert on mning taxes who reviewed the state's taxes
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and royalty taxes as conpared to other countries and determ ned
that Alaska was "in the mddle of the pack." Beyond that the
state has not done significant work on tax structure eval uation.
He stated the prinmary economc benefit of mning is that it
benefits the |ocal econom es. For exanple, mning benefits the
community of Fairbanks with the Fort Knox mne; Juneau with the
Greens Creek and Kensington mnes; and the Northwest Arctic
Borough with the Red Dog m ne. He pointed out that while sone
peopl e focus solely on the state treasury as a benchnmark, sone
m nes, such as the Red Dog Mne, are located on private |and.
Kensington mne and Geens Creek mne are |ocated on federal
| and. He reported that Pogo and Usibelli nmnes are the only
ones on general state land, while Fort Knox is |located on Mental
Heal th Trust Land. Therefore, it really isn't fair to consider
m ni ng based solely on mining tax contributions to the treasury.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked where he could find a copy of the
report on the tax structure.

MR, FOGELS answered there wasn't a specific report since the
af orenenti oned royalty tax analysis was perfornmed in a series of
nmeetings with a tax specialist, although he offered to try to
| ocate a PowerPoint on the matter.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER comented that when he hears the term
"Roads to Resources,” it remnds him of the big deposit at the
Anbl er mineral project. He remarked the l|egislature is working
on the prelimnary stages of this m ning project.

8:35:29 AM

M CHAEL SATRE, Executive Director, Council of Al aska Producers
(CAP), stated that the council is a non-profit trade association
that represents the |arge producing netal mnes and major netal
devel opnent projects in Al aska. He enphasized that the council
supports establishing Al aska Mning Day. He reiterated M.
Crockett's conments on the significant economc benefits the
i ndustry provides to the State of Al aska. He offered his belief
t hat Deputy Comm ssioner Fogels has done a wonderful job talking
about many aspects of the mning industry and has enphasi zed the
i mportance of the industry today. He also rem nded nenbers that
establishing Alaska Mning Day is about honoring the people who
have built the mning industry over the years. He nentioned
former Deputy Conm ssioner David Stone, Departnment of Labor, who
unexpectedly died |ast year. He remarked that M. Stone would
have loved to share his stories with the conmttee. He also
mentioned contributions by other Al askans, such as Earl
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Beistline, Fairbanks; Bartlett Lee "Bart" Thane, Juneau; and
Peter M scovich, Flat, Alaska. He said that through their sweat
equity, they helped build the mning industry and the state.
Further, mning has allowed him to work in his honetown of
Juneau. In closing, he remarked that Alaska Mning Day is not
just about infrastructure and the econom cs, but about people
that have built the state, as well.

8:37:40 AM

CHAIR LYNN, after first determining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinobny on SB 1.

8. 38: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER noved to report SB 1 out of conmttee with
i ndi vidual recomendations and the acconpanying zero fiscal
not e. There being no objection, SB 1 was reported from the
House State Affairs Standing Conmttee.

8:38: 32 AM

The commttee took an at-ease from8:38 a.m to 8:40 a. m

HB 59- M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN

8:40: 34 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the last order of business was HOUSE
BILL NO 59, "An Act relating to mssing vulnerable adult pronpt
response and notification plans."

[Before the conmttee was CSHB 59( MLV). ]

8:40: 49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MAX GRUENBERG, Al aska State Legislature, as the
bill sponsor, explained that HB 59 would assist in the |ocation
of mssing adults via what is colloquially known as the "Silver
Alert System™ He suggested that this bill would pertain to
people with Alzheinmer's disease or denentia and make sure if
they do wander away that they can be found. He offered his
belief that this can and will save sone |ives.

8:43: 15 AM
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M LES BROOKES, Staff, Representative Max G uenberg, Al aska State
Legislature, presented HB 59 on behalf of Representative
G uenberg, sponsor. He explained that HB 59 would create a new
statewi de system that would help find m ssing vul nerable adults.
He stated that this concept passed the Senate of the 27th
Legi slature unaninously and nade it as far as the House Rules
Standing Conmittee. Currently, 29 states have the "Silver
Alert" System or a simlar program used for the recovery of
m ssing vulnerable adults. A list of those states can be found
in menbers' conmttee packets.

MR BROOKES said there are nmany factors that can contribute to
putting vulnerable adults at risk, including terrain and
t enper at ur es. Specifically, HB 59 would require the Departnment
of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs (DWA) and the Departnent of
Public Safety (DPS) to develop and inplenent notification plans
for the event of a mssing vulnerable adult. The plan would use
a voluntary network of television and radio stations and
newspapers to alert the public of a mssing adult.
Additionally, the bill calls for DWA and DPS to establish
standards on when an alert is triggered and protocols on when a
vul nerabl e adult is considered m ssing.

MR. BROCOKES said the bill would provide a valuable public system
to help ensure that the search for Alaska s mssing vul nerable
adults happens quickly and efficiently. He stated that the
efforts would be totally voluntary. He expressed his hope that
a relationship could be devel oped between the two departnents to
i mplenent this plan. The bill would define vulnerable adult in
Section 2(d). Prior to the bill passing fromthe Mlitary and
Veterans' Affairs Commttee, the sponsor had referenced the
definition of wvulnerable adult in AS 47.24.900. However, he
recalled that the definition of vul nerable adult has changed for
the purposes of elder abuse and fraud, but that definition
i ncludes intoxication, chronic drug use, and fraud confinenent.
Therefore, the sponsor has inserted the prior definition as it
was in AS 47.24.900, prior to passage of the bill l|ast year

Thus the definition is the one in proposed AS 44.41.060 (d). He
noted that this definition of vulnerable adult does not affect
any other legislation or statute and is limted to this section.

MR. BROOKES nanmed those in support of HB 59, including the
Al aska AARP, the Alaska Comm ssion on Aging, the Al aska
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, Inc., the Al aska Peace Oficers
Association, and the Alaska Ceriatric Exchange Network. He
stated that the letters of support can be found in nenbers’
committee packets.
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8:47:57 AM

MR. BROCOKES, in response to a comment, referred to Section 2(b),
which would give broadcasters imunity from being sued for
i npl enenting the plan.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG clarified that would be as long as
[ broadcasters] were doing so in accordance to the plan. I n
response to Chair Lynn, Representative G uenberg explained that
he is not aware that any broadcasters have been sued, but
[ Section 2(b)] would give them confort that if they inplenented
the plan properly, they would not be sued. He characterized it
as a positive step.

8:48:56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he held an informal discussion with
Deputy Commi ssioner MHugh Pierre. He asked whether this is
sonmething the agencies could do under energency powers. He
asked for further clarification why the statute change is
necessary rather than to defer to the agency.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered he believes it is inportant
that as many parts of the state participate in this as possible.
Sonme |ocal governments have the ability to inplenent mssing
vul nerabl e adult pronpt response and notification plans. Thi s
will make sure they do it, that it is publicized, that the
program gets going and keeps going with a solid statutory
framework. He enphasized the issue is not "if" sonmeone has the
authority, but whether the plan gets done. He offered his
belief this will be inportant to achieve this purpose, and other
witnesses will testify as well.

CHAIR LYNN asked how the plan would be initiated. He asked
whether it would be done by a caretaker, at honme or in an
institution.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered yes. He conpared it to being
like an "Anber Alert" System for a child. The parent, friend
or caregiver wuld state that "so and so" was missing from the
private or institutional residence. The party would notify the
appropriate law enforcenent official and then the word would go
out .

CHAIR LYNN asked whether the word would go local first rather
than all over state.
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REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG answered vyes, the plan would be
regi onal i zed.

8:51:34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked whether other groups of people are
categorized by DWA or whether this would be uni que.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered that this has nothing to do
with mlitary, unless an elderly person who lives on a mlitary
base goes m ssing. He said the reason the authority rests with
DWA is that DWA' s Division of Homeland Security and Energency
Managenment has the network set up that would help provide the

comuni cations and work with DPS on the plan. He stated it
would be the civil defense energency aspects and not the
mlitary.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said this is nmandate specific to the DWA
It is specific to vulnerable adults. He asked whether other
cl asses or categories are defined for which the |egislature has
charged the DWA to provide simlar conmunication requirenents.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered that he doesn't know. He
deferred to the DWA.

8:53: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S asked how the Anber alert was instituted
and whether there is any reason vulnerable adults should be
treated differently.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG deferred to the DWA.

CHAI R LYNN asked whet her there was any opposition to the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered that he was not aware of any
opposi tion.

8:54: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES noted about 30 other states have simlar
progr ans. She referred to the zero fiscal note. She recalled
testinmony given in a prior conmrittee where the DWA was
confident that it would take little effort to inplenent. She
wondered if other states' "Silver Alert" prograns have a cost

associated with them
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG sai d he doesn't know, but he offered to
find out and report back to the commttee.

8:55: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said he thinks the bill has nerit. He
remarked that today the proposed |egislation does not have a
fiscal note; however, it is the nature of things that in five
years there may be a 10-person division. He said he hopes not.

He expressed concern that sonmeone, who doesn't |I|ike where
hi s/ her parents are, could erroneously report them as m ssing,
which could inpede elder nobility. He expressed further
concern, noting it mght be necessary to establish a nedical
assessnment. He described local efforts in his conmunity when
someone goes m Ssing. He maintained his reservation about
putting a good idea into an agency programwth the authority to
take action. He offered his wunderstanding that the sponsor
wants to ensure there wll not be any question of sonmeone

st eppi ng beyond their authority.

CHAIR LYNN offered his belief that currently there nust be sone
kind of procedure in place when sonmeone goes m ssing, which he
surmsed is a fairly common event in neighborhoods. He asked
what woul d be done under HB 59 differently from what is already
bei ng done.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said testifiers could shed light on the
i ssue. In further response to a question, he anticipated there
probably would not be any change in areas that already have
simlar prograns; however, but the proposed legislation would
enable the program to be used throughout the state. He said he
anticipates that this program would work through |ocal police
agenci es, and he suspects the process would remain the sanme in
Anchorage. He deferred to the departnent to answer how it would
be handled in the vill ages.

9: 00: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES questioned whether the beep on the radio
and information printed on the bottom of the television during
programm ng could only be used for an Anber Alert for mssing
children, or if it could be used for mssing vul nerable adults.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG deferred to the departnent.

9: 00: 59 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S understood the panic parents experience

with mssing children. She could envision simlar panic that
adult children experience with aging parents. She could see
this bill as dovetailing with the Anber Al ert process. She

wondered why differences were given to vulnerable adults since
it really wouldn't matter if it was small children or elderly
parents who have wandered off.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG answered that it would be simlar. He
shared his famly's experience, when his son's friend, David,
was intoxicated and went outside and it was days before they
found himin a snow bank. He said intoxication isn't sonething
specifically listed in the bill, but he w shed David had been
found earlier.

CHAIR LYNN recalled when he lived in California that his elderly
grandparents wandered off a few tinmes, but they were able to
find them

9:03: 35 AM

M KE O HARE, Deputy Director, Division of Honeland Security and
Enmer gency Managenent, Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans
Affairs (DWA), stated that the division supports the intent of
the bill. He acknow edged that the division coordinates wth
DPS on all matters of energency plans, procedures, and

conmmuni cati ons.
CHAI R LYNN asked whether this is duplicative.

MR O HARE answered that plans are in place in |larger

communities and in some snmall or nmedium conmunities. The
proposed bill would ensure there are local plans in place to
find m ssing vulnerable adults. |If the plans are not already in
place, it wwuld be up to DPS, in collaboration and in

conjunction with DWA, to help and assist in developing the
pl ans. M. O Hare relayed that the Anber Alert System (AAS) is
not in statute; it is national program in which the state
parti ci pat es. He described AAS as "the nobst wurgent alert
war ni ng system necessary for abducted/ m ssing children." He
related that children can be grabbed and taken anywhere agai nst
their will, whereas missing elders usually are not nore than a
one-mle radius of their home. He indicated that [searching for
a mssing adult] does not necessarily require use of AAS or the
statewide Energency Alert System (EAS), unless an expanded
search becones necessary - based on circunstances, weather, or
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the individual - in which case, the alert mechanisns in place
woul d be escal at ed.

9:07:11 AM

MR. O HARE stated that the departnent would want to | eave AAS in
pl ace, but would like to convey to the legislature that there
are plans in place to search and find mssing and vul nerable
adul t s. He reiterated that the departnent supports the intent
of HB 59. In response to the chair, he answered that specific
i nstances [of mssing adults] would be handled on a case-by-case
basi s. He deferred to DPS to respond with respect to |aw
enf orcement . He said local search and rescue entities in
community would be activated and, beyond that, DPS and DWA
woul d become invol ved, as needed. He clarified that search and
rescue is the responsibility of DPS, so he would not answer on
its behal f.

9:09: 23 AM

CHAIR LYNN asked how this would be handled differently from a
regul ar m ssing person report, such as a runaway teenager.

MR O HARE answered that a runaway child is a situation
different fromthat of a mssing or vulnerable adult with either
physi cal or cognitive inpairnments, which prevent the adult from
caring for himherself.

9:10: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said the reason he was asking the sponsor
about DWA's role is that the bill requires the departnent to
cooperate with DPS to inplenent and develop the plan. He then
said it strikes him as odd because currently the three itens
that outline the duties of DMLV seem broad, and the fourth item
seens out of place. For exanmple, the statute requires the
department to handle the mlitary affairs of the state, report
to the state, and handle veterans' services, whereas this wll
i npl enent response and notification plans for vul nerable adults.
He acknow edged that with respect to mssing vulnerable adults
the goal would be the sane. He asked about possible costs
involved in DWA' s cooperation with DPS.

MR. O HARE responded that there are no costs associated in
provi di ng cooperation. He stated that DWA houses the Division
of Honmeland Security and Energency Managenent, which is also
i nvol ved W th coordi nation and pl anni ng of enmer gency
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comuni cat i on. He said [the division] supports the intent of
the proposed bill and prom ses to collaborate and coordinate.
He related that the division currently perforns these tasks and
will continue to do so under bill.

CHAIR LYNN remarked that the legislature creates |aws; however
the |l egislature does not "legislate intent."

9:12: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS related a scenario in which her nother
wandered off, but her nother may have felt she was just going
for a walk. She asked, under HB 59, at what point her nother
woul d be considered a vulnerable adult and whether it would be
based on her nother's say, on her say, or if a nedical report
must be on file. For exanple, perhaps her nother may have
deci ded she would go fishing for the day. She said she would
like to think that the local police would respond based on her
concern about her nother's welfare; however, she also wondered
if a mssing person nmust be mssing for 24 hours before a report
can be fil ed.

MR. O HARE deferred to DPS to respond.
9:14: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES recal |l ed Representative |saacson's earlier
concerns that a program such as this one mght expand. She
asked whet her the same personnel and equi pnent could be used for
t he vul nerable adult notification as for AAS. She further asked
how nmuch time and energy m ght be necessary if this bill were to
becone | aw.

MR. O HARE answered that this is about communications planning

not about adding equipnent, staff, or any bureaucracy. He
explained that EAS can be regionalized and provides tsunam
war ni ngs, severe storm and Anber Alert warnings. This bill

woul d provide |ocal planning for search and rescue for
vul nerabl e adults, and identify procedures to expand from | ocal,
to regional, and, if necessary, to a statewide alert system He
offered his belief that it would not require nore nanpower or
funds, just sonme assurance of planning. He reported that DPS
and DWA currently have plans in place in sone |[ocal
communities, but HB 59 would expand the process and require
assurance that plans are in place to help other communities in
simlar situations.
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REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES offered her understanding that the
proposed bill is not just about planning, but would also pertain
to inplenenting the plan. She offered her understanding that
M. O Hare had stated that the division would be involved in the
pl anni ng but not the inplenmentation.

MR O HARE offered his wunderstanding that is correct. He
expl ained that the inplenentation of the plan under HB 59 woul d
be local inplenentation of a plan for |ocal search and rescue
for vulnerable adults. He offered his belief that if it is
necessary to require regional coordination and collaboration to
i npl enent the search, then the division would need to make sure
it had plans in place for a regional effort.

9:17:50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES said she read from the sponsor statenent
that the bill wuld require DWA and DPS to develop and
i npl enment notification plans. She suggested if that information
is not correct, then the sponsor statenent should be corrected.

CHAI R LYNN asked whether statute is necessary for the departnent
to acconplish the plan.

MR. O HARE deferred to the conmttee to make that decision. He
acknow edged that |ocal agencies and communities already work to
find mssing persons, since it is the right thing to do, but
this bill would provide planning assurance, coordination, and
col |l aboration of |ocal search and rescue plans for vulnerable
adul ts.

CHAIR LYNN asked who would nonitor to make sure that is
acconpl i shed.

MR. O HARE answered that according to the proposed bill, DPS, in
col | aboration with the DWA, would do so.

CHAIR LYNN understood that the agencies wll contact |ocal
communities to find out whether they have plans in place.

MR. O HARE answered that is his understanding, as well.
9:19: 56 AM
REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES referred to page 1, line 14, of HB 59,

which requires DWA to cooperate with DPS to develop and
i npl enent m ssing vulnerable adult pr onpt response and
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notification plans under AS 44.41.060. She said in reviewng
the bill it seens as though the departnent has a role in
i npl enent ati on.

MR O HARE answered that the bill would not require the
departnent to activate any equipnent unless it was deened to be
necessary, for exanple, if an individual left the |oca

community and it was necessary to send out a broader alert
system for search and rescue teans and other communities.
Further, if regional or statewide alerts were necessary, the
departnent woul d activate an enmergency alert system (EAS) either
by contacting DPS or wusing a backup system in the energency
operation center.

9:21:44 AM
REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON surnmi sed the reason for both DWA and

DPS to be involved is that DPS needs to know the community can
respond quickly, and the Division of Honeland Security and

Emergency Managenent is responsible for general ener gency
pl anni ng. Thus he envisioned this coordination being
incorporated into the energency planning docunents and

procedures in comrunities.
MR. O HARE answered that is correct.

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said this seenms to be already within
DWA's purview, and the division doesn't need legislation to do
t hese emergency pl anni ng tasks.

MR. O HARE answered that this could annex a |ocal energency
operations plan that a local community deenmed necessary. The
division would operate under the guidance of the governor's
initiative and any |aws developed by the legislature to
acconplish [the energency search and rescue for vulnerable
adul ts.]

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON surm sed the next part is to ensure the
search and rescue effort is also done through news broadcasts.
He offered his understanding that the energency system allows
the division to basically connect every conmunity to address
eart hquakes or other energencies. He asked whether this system
can be used to alert not only the public safety agency, but also
fire departnents, police departnents, muni ci palities, and
communi ties. He asked whether the Alaska Land Mbile Radio
System (ALMR) woul d be used.
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MR. O HARE responded that the infrastructure for ALMR is a vita
pi ece of day-to-day energency communication, but the system is
not a statew de system However, he identified the EAS as a
statewide relay that goes over various nmedia, which would be
used on a case-by-case basis. He said that developnent of a
| ocalized plan for alerting the conmmunity to be on the | ookout
for a mssing vulnerable adult may be as sinple as an e-nmail
notification system to broadcasters or quick phone calls out to
first responders and |ocal search and rescue teans. In fact,
the effort may not warrant a statewide or further regionalized
war ni ng.

9:26:15 AM

RCDNEY DI AL, Lieutenant; Deputy Conmander, A Detachnent, Al aska
State Troopers, Division of Statew de Services, Departnment of
Public Safety (DPS), stated that the departnment is neutral on HB
59, but supports the intent of the bill. Wth respect to a
previous question, he said the departnent does not see the
proposed legislation creating a notification system simlar to

an Anber Alert. In fact, if the departnment were to expand its
Anber Alert System to incorporate the vulnerable adults, it
would result in a fiscal note to the departnent. He said that
under the proposed bill, the departnent envisions a plan would
be created in conjunction with DWA to develop a |localized
contact list and policy the departnment would use to dissem nate
to nmedia outlets in the area when a "qualifying"” vulnerable
person went m ssing. Currently, the departnment maintains

energency and inmediate contact lists at all of its Alaska State
Trooper posts that can be utilized in mssing person cases.
Further, the departnent works with nedia regarding wanted or
danger ous i ndividual s. Thus, the main difference that would
result wunder the bill would be a change in the anount of
di scretion the departnment has and when the departnent would
i ssue notifications. Therefore, the notification system would
basically consist of phone, e-mail, and facsimle ("fax")
systens to the nedia outlets. The department would potentially
use its regional dispatch centers to receive information and
send out the notifications. Using such a format to coordinate
and inplenent the [mssing vulnerable adult pronpt response and
notification plans] would not result in any cost to departnent,
he sai d.

9:28: 21 AM

LI EUTENANT DIAL, in response to Chair Lynn, reported that
currently the departnent has no set waiting period and assesses
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m ssing person cases on a case-by-case basis. Certainly, the
department exercises discretion in terns of the anmount of the
initial response it directs to a case. For exanple, a certain
percentage of individuals in comunities frequently go m ssing,
and the departnent's response to them may be different fromits
response to a report of an elder wth denentia who has wandered
away from his/her home. He acknow edged that mnunicipalities may
have slightly different policies with respect to timng of
activating elenents for each situation; however, the departnent
treats every mssing person as an energency. O course, the
departnment has always been responsible for search and rescue
efforts statewide and takes actions to resolve situations as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

9:30: 05 AM

CHAIR LYNN asked whether HB 59 would enhance the safety of
el ders.

LI EUTENANT DI AL answered that the greatest benefit of this
legislation may be to the smaller nunicipalities that do not
already have a plan in place. Additionally, it would encourage
comunities to use the [m ssing vul nerable adult pronpt response
and notification plans], since they would be available. The
departnment currently has search and rescue plans in place and it
uses the media for notifications when it believes the
notifications would be hel pful.

9:30: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked Lieutenant Dial to clarify the
reason the bill would benefit nmunicipalities, since the nmandate
is for the departnent [to inplement mssing vulnerable adult
pronpt response and notification plans.]

LI EUTENANT DI AL expl ained that the departnment would create the
pl ans, which would basically "push”" sone of the communities to
devel op a short plan. Typically, the communities would call the
departnent's regional dispatch centers to have the notifications
happen. He said the departnment would assist in local efforts
and try to conply with the intent of HB 59 by bringing sonme of
the smaller nmunicipalities on-line and obtain commtnent for use
of the plan.

CHAIR LYNN offered his understanding that the departnent would
formalize a plan and inpose it on communities.
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LI EUTENANT DI AL said he does not think the departnent would have
the authority to mandate nunicipalities to use a plan, but it
would create the plan in conjunction wth DWA and try to

convince them to use it. He envisioned the departnent would
take action on behalf of nunicipalities by issuing regional
notifications. In further response to a question, Lieutenant

Dial indicated the departnent could currently take that action
now.

9:33: 09 AM

PATRI CK CUNNI NGHAM  MSW  DSW  Menber, Board of Directors,
Al zhei mer Resource Agency, stated that this agency provides
services throughout Alaska for persons who have Alzheiner's
di sease and related denentia and their famlies. Addi tionally,
he serves as an associate professor at the University of Al aska
Anchorage's (UAA) School of Social Wrk in the College of
Heal t h. He estimated that approximately 7,000 Al askans have
"this disease." He said an unfortunate manifestation of "this
di sease" is that 6 of 10 denentia victins wll tend to wander at
| east once from their place of residence and be unable to make
their way honme or to a safe place. According to the Nationa
Al zheiner's Association, if not located within a 24-hour period,

the person may suffer a serious injury or death. For exanpl e,
| ast sumer an elder wonman becane mssing and was |ater found
dead just off the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail in Anchorage.
Addi tionally, sone adults wth physical and intellectual
disabilities, persons wth nental illness who nmay becone
di straught and suicidal, and soldiers or veterans who suffer

fromtraumatic brain injuries or post-traumatic stress disorders
may beconme disoriented and also be in need of assistance.
Further, these people could be on foot or in a notor vehicle.
Additionally, he reported that many of the beneficiaries of the
Al aska Mental Health Trust Authority fall into these categories.

DR.  CUNNINGHAM reported that approximately 35 states have
al ready put into place sone type of a Silver Alert program The
current system in Alaska is fragnmented, and HB 59 would renove
that fragnmentation by creating a safety plan for vulnerable
adults and pronoting awareness about the vul nerable adults. I n
fact, the underlying value of this bill is the preservation of
human life. He offered the Al zheinmer Resource Agency's strong
support for this bill and said he hopes it will becone law. He
t hanked nenbers for the opportunity to testify and for
| egi sl ators' service to Al aska.
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER surmi sed that as prevalent as Al zheinmer's
di sease is, nearly everyone on commttee has sonmeone they know
wi th the disease.

9: 36: 33 AM

BRADLEY JOHNSON, Deputy Chief, Fairbanks Police Departnent; Vice
President, Al aska Association of Chiefs of Police, Inc., offered
to answer any questions nmenbers nay have. In response to Chair
Lynn, M. Johnson said passage of HB 59 would not substantially
change what is currently being done, but he believes the bil
woul d add tools that would speed up response tine. Typical ly
when the departnent receives a report of a mssing vul nerable
adult, the departnment will determ ne which neasures to inplenent
to attenpt to locate the person. He indicated that if the
situation rose to the level of a need for an areaw de search or
if the departnment determned it was necessary to get the word
out to the public quickly, the bill could help provide access
t hrough DPS, including the EAS. He said he understands sone
concern surrounds who could request the service and under what
criteria.

9:38: 36 AM

MR. JOHNSON said he thinks | aw enforcenent currently does a good
j ob of assessing the circunstances of the report and deterni ning
the vulnerability of the missing person as well as the validity
and imrediacy of the need to l|locate the mssing person. He
offered his belief that the process his police agency would use
would be to notify the Division of Al aska State Troopers, which
woul d provide additional assessnent before any type of
notification was made. Further, he stated his belief that the
bill is appropriate and would afford Al aska's police departnents
and organi zati ons sonme tools not currently avail abl e.

9:39: 32 AM

CHAI R LYNN characterized a mssing vulnerable adult as a form of
a mssing person. Thus the local police organization would
assess the danger to the m ssing person. He asked whether the
department would assign a priority based on the report. For
exanple, the priority may differ for a mssing Alzheiner's
patient, a teenager who has left the house, or a husband who
hasn't cone hone on tine.

MR.  JOHNSON answered yes; that's exactly what the police
departnent woul d do. He related his understanding of HB 59 is
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that under specific circunstances, the departnment would afford
the police agency an opportunity to use tools currently used in
the Anber Alert system specifically for mssing vulnerable
adul t s.

9:40: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE | SAACSON said M. Johnson's responses clarified
that the proposed |egislation does not nerely sound good, but
woul d offer practi cal application in helping vulnerable
citizens. He offered his understanding the proposed |egislation
would give police departnents sonme tools, speed up the
notification period, and have a practical application in helping
vul nerabl e citizens.

MR. JOHNSON answered that is correct.
9:41: 36 AM

KEN HELANDER, Advocacy Director, AARP, stated that he has worked
with the Alzheinmer's Resource Agency and the many famlies who

have experienced problens related to denentia. He offered
support on behalf of AARP for HB 59, since it would provide an
additional tool in an array of tools [for mssing vulnerable

adul ts. ] He found that the [search and rescue] response always
begins locally to make sure the person is found quickly.
However, if an elder is not found quickly, the net would need to

wi den. He reported that the National Alzheiner's Association
rel eased 2013 facts and figures, and the nost startling news is
one out of three elders will die with Al zheinmer's disease and
sone synptons of denentia. Luckily, only once did he find it
necessary to activate the actions this bill would call for,
since nost of the tinme a vulnerable adult will go mssing in
close proximty to the place in which they receive care. In

closing, he offered his belief that given the conplexity of our
lives, HB 59 would give reassurance to comunities and
especially to famly nmenbers who bear the burden of the
responsibility daily to care for those with Al zheiner's disease
or denenti a.

9:44: 32 AM

KEN SPADAFORA, Lieutenant, Anchorage Police Departnent (APD),
stated that one  of hi s responsibilities is for t he
communi cations center at APD. He said that APD generally
supports efforts that will help find mssing people. However,

Anchorage has extensive policies and tools set up in Anchorage,
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especially since APD has nore resources than sonme police
agencies and conmunities. For exanple, the departnent has
specific policies for different situations, such as runaways,
m ssing adults, and people of need. It is a nmyth that police
must wait 24 hours before an agency will respond. In fact, if
life threatening circunstances arise, APD can quickly "ratchet
up" its resources.

MR. SPADAFORA asked nenbers to keep in mnd that the Anber Alert
System was designed for rapid and w despread alert of crimna
abductions of children, to prevent children from being nurdered
or raped. He expressed concern over anything that would dilute
the system such as using it for non-crimnal situations. In
fact, each week APD receives reports of one or tw elderly
peopl e who have wandered away from an assisted |living honme, and
the departnent would not put a regional broadcast out for
m ssing persons in those situations. He warned that if the
alerts are frequently occurring, the public will beconme nunb to
the request for assistance. He admitted that does not seem to
happening, but said he wanted to express his concern. I n
conclusion, Lieutenant Spadafora stated that APD already has
plans in place, but he offered his support for any action or
bill that would provide process and policy for the snaller
comunities. He assured nenbers that APD would |end any
assi stance to any other agency that needs it.

9:47:39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS reminded the committee that the proposed
bill would not be limted to the elderly, but would pertain to
"vul nerable adults."”

9:48: 27 AM

DENI SE DANI ELLO, Executive Director, Al aska Commr ssion on Aging,
Division of Senior and Disability Services (DSDS), Departnent of
Health & Social Services (DHSS), stated that the Al aska
Comm ssion on Aging is charged with making recomrendations to
the governor, the legislature, and the adm nistration on budget
appropriations, regulations, and services for older Al askans.
She said the commission is concerned with the growi ng nunber of
people wth Al zheiner's and denentia, which is primarily due to
the aging of Al aska's popul ation. She explained that Alaska is
nunber one in percentage of elders residing in the state, which
has been the case for four years. Mre than 6,100 el ders reside
in Alaska who are 65 and older and have Al zheiner's disease.
She reported this nunber is expected to triple. Ms. Daniello
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said "wandering" really affects the elderly popul ation. She
related that the comm ssion has been working to determne the
nunber of people who are 100 years old or ol der. She reported
that this segnment of the population has increased by 52 percent
since 2010. The comm ssion has been working on a state plan
devoted to people with Alzheiner's disease. As part of its
devel opnment effort, the departnent has taken surveys and done
comunity foruns. She reported that the conmm ssion conpleted
seven comunity forunms |ast year, with 161 attendees. One of
the main concerns expressed during the foruns was public safety
for people with Al zheiner's disease. Respondents see a need to
enhance and increase the state's coordinated response system
She offered the Commission on Aging's support for the bill,
since it wll help increase awareness about the needs of people
with cognitive inpairnent and will help reduce [energency search
and rescue] response tine.

9:52: 05 AM
CHAI R LYNN asked whether the current systemis adequate.

M5. DAN ELLO offered her belief that HB 59 would enhance the
current system because it would provide nore enphasis on
comunity response. By sending out alerts through the public
medi a and social networks nore people will look for the mssing
person, in addition to the public enforcenent officials.

9:53: 36 AM

DAVE TALERICO, at the request of the sponsor, cane forward to
testify. He stated that he is staff to Representative Doug
| saacson, but is speaking on his own behal f today. He spent 10
years as Denali Borough Mayor, as well as having served on the
assenbly and school board. He indicated he was intrigued by the
bill. He spent years working on an all-hazards plan for the
Denali Borough. He characterized the |ocation of the borough as
bei ng uni que, since it borders the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, with two major transportation
corridors traversing the borough. He identified the highways as
the CGeorge Parks H ghway and the Al aska Railroad. He said the
Denal i Borough's emergency responders are pretty busy. Although
the borough residents only nunber 1,800 people, energency
responders respond approxi mately 600 times per year. The Denal

Bor ough has developed a l|large search and rescue program within
the all-hazards plan. He pointed out the nunmerous tines search
and rescue operations have occurred near the Tekl anika River as
a result of the Into the WId film which nmade the bus
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[ Christopher MCandl ess used as a shelter] an attraction. He
reported that the Denali Borough revanps its search and rescue
plan every two years, but he noted the plan does not nention
vul nerable adults. The Denali Borough has an AST detachnent in
the area, and four troopers live wthin the borough. He
commended the job AST perfornms on the Parks H ghway and wthin
the Denali Borough. At tines, for search and rescue operations,
troopers cover a 180-mile stretch of the Parks Hi ghway.
Therefore, at any given time, an AST could be over an hour away
fromthe crisis. He reported that there are over 100 pagers in
the area for volunteers who are part of the search and rescue
effort.

9:56: 45 AM

MR. TALERI CO di scussed the change of denographics of the area in
whi ch he has been a resident for 44 years. In the past, people
woul d | eave when they becane retirees, but he said that does not
happen any longer. As residents tend to stay, the denographics
have al so changed. Additionally, he enphasized that there is a
substantial difference between vulnerable adults and regular
m ssing persons, since the needs of vulnerable adults probably
require attention nuch sooner. He expressed interest in seeing
this bill move forward, not only for the planning aspect, but
for the communications aspect. He said energency responders for
the Denali Borough are dispatched from the University of Al aska
Fai rbanks dispatch center. He envisioned that the additional
pl anning required under HB 59 could streamine and inprove the
ef fectiveness of the response process for his area.

MR. TALERICO related that he had an uncle who suffered from
Al zhei ner' s di sease, who was once found a consi derable ways from
his hone in Seattle, because he had sonehow nanaged to trave

quite a distance on foot and by bus. He appreciated the sponsor
bringing [HB 59] forward, since the effort could nake
substantial changes in [how vulnerable adults are assisted] in
all municipalities in Al aska.

9:59: 57 AM

CHAIR LYNN, after ascertaining that there was no one else who
w shed to testify, closed public testinony on HB 59.

10: 00: 15 AM

[ HB 59 was hel d over. ]
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10: 00: 42 AM

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 10:00
a.m
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