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W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: As the sponsor, introduced SB 2.
ED FOGELS, Deputy Conmi ssioner

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Anchor age, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 2, and answered
guesti ons.

GREGCORY CONRAD, Executive Director

Interstate M ning Conpact Conmi ssion (1 MXC)

Her ndon, Virginia

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 2, and answered
guesti ons.

M KE SATRE, Executive Director

Counci |l of Al aska Producers

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 2.

DEANTHA CROCKETT, Executive Director

Al aska M ners Associ ati on (AVA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 2.

MARLEANNA HALL, Project Coordi nator

Resource Devel opnent Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 2.

CATHY FOERSTER, Appoi nt ee

Al aska O | and Gas Conservation Commi ssion (AOCGCC)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Alaska Q|
and Gas Conservation Comm ssi on.

KAREN POLLEY, Appoi ntee

Big Ganme Conmercial Services Board

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Commerci al Servi ces Board.

DI CK ROHRER

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Karen Polley, Janes
"Tom' Atkins, James David Jones, Cene Peltola Sr., and Henry
Tiffany 1V, appointees to the Big Gane Conmercial Services
Board; and Peter Probasco and Nathan Turner, appointees to the
Board of Gane.

SAM ROHRER, Presi dent

Al aska Professional Hunters Association (APHA)
Kodi ak, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Karen Polley, Janes
"Tom' Atkins, James David Jones, Cene Peltola Sr., and Henry
Tiffany 1V, appointees to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board; and Peter Probasco and Nathan Turner, appointees to the
Board of Gane.

JASON BUNCH, Regi stered Cuide, License No. GU A 6848

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Karen Polley, Janes
David Jones, and Henry Tiffany |V, appointees to the Big Gane
Commercial Services Board; and Peter Probasco, and Nathan
Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane.

JAMES A. "TOM' ATKI NS, Appointee

Bi g Gane Conmercial Services Board

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Conmmrer ci al Servi ces Board.

JAMVES DAVI D JONES, Appoi nt ee

Bi g Ganme Conmercial Services Board

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Commerci al Servi ces Board.

PAUL CHERVENAK, Chair

Kodi ak Fi sh and Gane Advisory Committee

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane;

Regi stered Guide, License No. GU M 160

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Janmes David Jones,
Peter Peltola, and Henry Tiffany |V, appointees to the Big Gane
Commerci al Services Board; and Peter Probasco and Nat han Turner
appoi ntees to the Board of Gane.

GENE PELTOLA SR, Appointee

Bi g Gane Conmercial Services Board

Bet hel , Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Conmmrer ci al Servi ces Board.

HENRY D. TI FFANY 1V, Appointee

Bi g Gane Conmercial Services Board

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Conmrer ci al Servi ces Board.
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VI RG L UMPHENOUR, Chair

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane;

Regi stered CGuide, License No. GU M 151

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Henry Tiffany 1V,
appointee to the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board; and Peter
Probasco and Nat han Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane.

AL BARRETTE, Vice Chair

Fai rbanks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Henry Tiffany 1V,
appointee to the Big Game Commercial Services Board; and Peter
Probasco and Nat han Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane.

ROBERT FI THI AN, Regi stered Guide, License No. GU M 126

Lower Tonsina, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Henry Tiffany 1V,
appointee to the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board; and Peter
Probasco and Nat han Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane.

DANI EL MONTGOMERY, Vice Chair

Mat anuska Val | ey Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane;

Regi stered Guide, License No. GU M 173

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Henry Tiffany 1V,
appointee to the Big Gane Comercial Board; and Peter Probasco
and Nat han Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane.

PETER PROBASCO, Appoi nt ee

Board of Gane

Pal ner, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of
Gane.

ROD ARNO, Executive Director

Al aska Qutdoor Council (AQCC)

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in support of Peter Probasco,
appoi ntee to the Board of Gane.

NATHAN TURNER, Appoi nt ee

Board of Gane
Nenana, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of
Gane.

GREG ROCZI CKA

Bet hel , Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in support of Nathan Turner,
appoi ntee to the Board of Gane.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 06: 00 PM

CO-CHAIR DAN SADDLER called the House Resources Standing
Committee neeting to order at 1:06 p.m Represent ati ves Tuck,
Hawker, Seaton, Feige, and Saddler were present at the call to
or der. Representatives Tarr, Johnson, and P. WIlson arrived as
the neeting was in progress.

CO- CHAIR SADDLER informed the commttee the confirmati on hearing
on appointees to the Board of Fisheries was cancelled and
rel ated docunents have been forwarded to nmenbers and to the Bill
Action Status Inquiry System (BASIS) for public access.

SB  2-1 NTERSTATE M NI NG COVPACT & COWM SSI ON

1: 07: 08 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER announced that the first order of Dbusiness
would be SENATE BILL NO. 2, "An Act enacting the Interstate
M ning Conpact and relating to the conpact; relating to the
Interstate Mning Conm ssion; and providing for an effective
date."

1: 07: 54 PM

SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL, Alaska State Legislature, sponsor,
informed the committee SB 2 allows Alaska to beconme a full
menber in the Interstate M ning Conpact Conm ssion (I MCC), which
is a coalition of mning states that joins together to share
best practices, discuss issues, and work to better protect the
environment, public safety, and enployees, as well as devel op
m ning resources. She enphasized Al aska's vast resources are
not just in oil and gas, but in many mnerals such as gold,
silver, and zinc. At this tinme, Alaska is an associ ate nenber
in IMCC, however, becomng a full nenber gives the state a
broader voice nationally and allows for collaboration with other
states on issues related to the best practices in mning.
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1: 09: 20 PM

ED FOGELS, Deputy Comm ssioner, Ofice of the Comm ssioner,
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), expressed DNR s support
for SB 2. Mning activity in Al aska has been increasing - there
are now seven operating mnes that contribute economcally to
their regions - and which DNR successfully regul ates, manages,
and oversees. Al'l of the mnes have excellent environnental
records. However, DNR seeks to inprove its permtting system
and its collaboration and relationship wth the federal
gover nment . For seven years, Alaska has been an associate
menber of |IMCC, an organization that brings together the
regul atory and environnental progranms from twenty-five mning
st at es. In this forum states exchange information on
successful prograns and l|earn from each other, and nost
inportantly, bring the full weight of influence from nenber
states to bear on Congress and federal agencies. Further, | MCC
has been instrunental in many federal and state issues affecting
permtting and regulatory processes; for exanple, IMXC is
nmeeting with the U S. Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) to
address the possible inpacts of its initiative to regulate
bonding for hard rock mning throughout the nation. Thi s
initiative has the potential to reduce each state's mning
regulatory and permtting processes, and IMC is working to
mai ntain strong state prograns. In addition, |IMCC has arranged
that states neet regularly with the director of the Mne Safety
and Health Admnistration (MSHA), U. S. Departnment of Labor, to
ensure efficient and reasonable safety regulations. As the
governor's current designee to IMCC, M. Fogels has seen the
benefits nenbership has brought to the state, and full

menbership will allow the state to beconme a voting nenber, help
set the policy direction of the organization, and contribute to
its voice in Washington, DC He encouraged the commttee to

support the bill.
1:13: 06 PM

GREGORY CONRAD, Executive Director, Interstate M ning Conpact
Comm ssion (IMCC), stated his support of SB 2 and expressed his
belief the bill arose from Al aska's experience as an associate
menber of | MCC since 2006. In today's regulatory climate, it is
inmportant for state governnents to be heard in Wshington, DC,
and for their concerns to be understood, particularly when
related to mning and environnental issues. H's organization is
recognized by many for its experience and expertise; for
exanple, |IMCC testinony on behalf of nenber states has been
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requested for Congressional hearings on topics such as Good
Samaritan protections for hard rock abandoned mine cleanup,
stream protection requirenents, hard rock financial assurance
requi renents, legislation, and state grant prograns. O her
agencies and organizations wutilize |IMXC also. M. Conrad
referred to IMCCs annual report which was included in the
commttee packet, noting IMCC is called upon to provide nenber
states' recommendations to Congress and federal regulators and
agenci es. He stated that full and active participation by ful

menbers carry IMCC forward, and Alaska's full mnmenbership wl

ensure its vote in guiding the direction of the I MCC and thereby
| ead the organization; Al aska will also continue to garner its
present benefits that include conmunications, neetings, progranms
and initiatives. In addition, Alaska's full nenbership will be
recogni zed by Congress and federal agencies, and entitle the
state to heard and supported by the other nenber states. He

concluded that IMC s focus allows it to delve deeper into the
concerns of mning and related environmental protection issues.
M. Conrad encouraged the conmttee to approve the proposed
| egi sl ati on.

1: 18: 20 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked M. Conrad to explain the | MCC dues
structure.

MR. CONRAD expl ained the nmenber states' dues are calculated by
apportioning the dues based on IMCC s anticipated budget through

two nmechani sns: equal shares anong the full nenber states and
pro-rata shares based upon the value of both coal and hard rock
m neral production. The production values, equal shares, and

pro-rata shares are used to calculate the total dues for each
state, which are reduced by other revenue sources such as
registration and publication fees. In further response to
Representati ve Johnson, he said the percentages are intended to
reflect the total percentages for all of the full nenber states.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR asked if Alaska's first year of dues would
be approxi mately $40, 000.

1: 22: 33 PM

MR. FOGELS advised there is a cap on the dues, even if
producti on goes up.

MR. CONRAD added he has calculated the total value of mnera
production for Al aska, based wupon figures from the US
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CGeol ogi cal Sur vey (USGS) and t he Ener gy | nf or mati on
Adm nistration (EIA), U S. Departnent of Energy, for non-coal
and coal, is about $3.5 billion. Therefore, he estimted dues
for Al aska are approxi mately $35, 000, depending on how many full
menber states are participating.

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK asked whether gravel pits are included in
| MCC' s purvi ew.

MR. CONRAD bel i eved USGS figures do include aggregate.

CO CHAI R SADDLER inquired as to the location of the other nenber
st at es.

MR. CONRAD answered that the nenber states are |ocated as
follows: the Wstern states are Al aska, Colorado, New Mexico,
U ah, Womng, Nevada, and North Dakota; the M d-continent
states are Texas, k| ahoma, Ar kansas, I11inois, | ndi ana,
Loui siana, and M ssouri; and the balance are in the East. Sone
states only have non-coal production such as New York, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Nevada. In response to Co-Chair
Saddl er, M. Conrad assured the conmttee that | MCC represents
the full panoply of issues, although in the 1970s |IMCC was
primarily focused on issues pertaining to coal. In fact, 1MC
recently hosted hard rock mnerals synposiuns in Salt Lake City
and in the East.

1: 27: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR asked whether |IMCC participated in events
sponsored by the Council of State Governnents or the National
Conference of State Legi sl atures.

MR. CONRAD said yes, IMCC is involved with a nunber of other
state government organizations, including a close relationship
wth the Council of State Governnents. G her connections
include the Wstern Governors Association, the National
Governors Association, the National Association of Abandoned
Mne Land Prograns - EPA, the Association of Cean Wter
Adm ni strators, and the Environmental Council of the States.

1: 29: 41 PM
CO CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony.

1: 29: 52 PM
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M KE SATRE, Executive Director, Council of Al aska Producers,
said he is a resident of Juneau and the Council of Al aska
Producers is a nonprofit trade association representing |arge
producing netal mnes and major netal devel opnmental projects in

the state. H's organization is in support of SB 2 and
participation by the state in IMXC as a full nenber. Hi s
organi zati on supports the bill because Al aska is a global |eader
in permtting and regulation of the mning industry and
participation in IMCC wll keep state officials informed. Also,

he advised that |ocal, state, and federal m ning regulations can
be troubl esonme, and IMCC deals wth the federal governnment from
a position of strength.

1: 32: 15 PM

DEANTHA CROCKETT, Executive Director, Alaska Mners Association
(AMA), stated AMA is a statewide industry association that
represents the six large metal mnes in the state, the coal
m ne, expl oration pr oj ect s, pl acer m ners, contractors,
engineering firms, and others. She agreed wth previous
testinmony in support of SB 2, adding that federal regulation is
becom ng increasing difficult and | MCC provides a powerful voice
in Washington, DC. M. Crockett said her research reveal ed that
other Western states have benefitted greatly from their
menbership in IMCC. She rem nded the commttee that the mning
industry is the second largest industry in the state.

1: 34: 23 PM

MARLEANNA  HALL, Pr oj ect Coor di nat or, Resource Devel opnent
Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC), stated that RDC is a nenbership-
funded, statew de business association representing the tourism
forestry, oil and gas, mning, and fishing industries. Her
organi zation supports the passage of SB 2 and she pointed out
the state should encourage investnment and worldwi de interest in
Al aska's mneral potential. Joining IMCC will show | eadership
in advocating for a healthy and stable permtting regulatory
system The inportance of mning is recognized nationw de, and

RDC believes IMCC will bring a collective voice to Wshi ngton,
DC, to advocate for states' rights. Full nmenbership in I MC
will allow Alaska to benefit in many ways, such as partnering on
federal and state issues and pronoting the mning industry in
Al aska and nati onwi de. She urged for the tinmely passage of SB
2.

1:35:42 PM
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CO CHAIR SADDLER, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON of fered his strong support for SB 2, and
provided an exanple to illustrate that i ndividual state
resolutions and letters are not as effective as those from an
organi zed group of states wth Ilike concerns, such as the
Council of State Governnents-WEST. He encouraged the commttee
to support the bill because partnering in this type of
organi zation is inval uabl e.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON relayed her personal experience as a
menber of a group fromseveral states that nmade a difference.

CO- CHAIR FEIGE has heard it said that "the federal governnent is
not your friend,"” and expressed his support for the proposed
| egislation in order to accunulate friends for Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON recalled reviewing the conpact at the tine
Al aska becane an associate nenber of |MCC He observed that
there is nothing in the conpact that would override Al aska state
I aw. He restated the benefits of joining IMCC as a full nenber
and offered his support for SB 2.

1:41: 22 PM

COCHAIR FEIGE noved to report SB 2 out of comrittee wth
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, SB 2 was reported out of the House
Resources Standing Comm ttee.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N& S) :
Al aska G 1 and Gas Conm ssi on

1:41: 42 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER announced that the next order of business would
be confirmation hearings. He rem nded the committee and the
public that the forwarding of an appointee's nanme does not
reflect the intent of any nenber to vote for or against the
i ndi vi dual during further sessions for the purposes of
confirmation. The first confirmation hearing would be of the
appointee to the Alaska Ol and Gas Conservation Comm ssion
(ACCCO) .
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1:42: 29 PM

CATHY FCERSTER, Appointee, AOGCC, infornmed the commttee she is
currently the chair of AOGCC and seeks reappoi nt ment because the
job is very rewarding and AOGCC does inportant work. She
expl ained that AOGCC approves all permts to drill and for well
wor k, and approves all conservation orders on how oil and gas
and geothermal fields are to be devel oped and produced. Thi s
work requires knowledge of the industry and of related
technology, which is provided wth the aid of a great
experienced staff and three conm ssioners. Ms. Foerster
descri bed the backgrounds of the conm ssioners and staff. In
addition, continuity in commssioners allows the work that is
currently underway to proceed snoothly.

CO CHAIR FEIGE asked what major challenges will be faced by
AOCGCC within the next five years.

M5. FCERSTER responded one of the biggest chall enges AOGCC faces
as an agency is maintaining its quality technical staff because
it does not pay a conpetitive wage. At this tine, there is one
engi neering vacancy and one inspector vacancy, and an i ncreasing
anount of work. Challenges to the state include exerting
influence over North Slope gas off-take - Alaska statutes
require permssion from AOGCC to take gas from known oil fields
- and staying current with advances in related technol ogy.
Also, AOGCC nust keep up with a high level of activity,
especially with operators new to Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VES  JOHNSOQON, TUCK, HAVKER, FEI GE, and SEATON
expressed appreciation for Ms. Foerster's work.

1: 50: 50 PM

COCHAIR FEIGE noved to advance the confirmation of Cathy
Foerster, appointee to the Alaska QI and Gas Conservation
Comm ssion to a joint session of the House and Senate for
consi derati on. There being no objection, the confirmation was
advanced.

Big Gane Commercial Services Board

1:51: 10 PM
CO- CHAI R SADDLER announced that the next order of business woul d

be the confirmation hearing of appointees to the Big Gne
Commerci al Servi ces Board.

HOUSE RES COW TTEE -12- April 5, 2013



1:51: 31 PM

KAREN POLLEY, Appointee, Big Ganme Conmercial Services Board,
stated that she presently serves as the general public
representative on the Big Gane Commercial Services Board and is
seeki ng reappoi nt nent. She is a long-tinme resident of Al aska,
and her background in education contributes to her work revising
exanms for the board.

CO CHAI R FEI GE asked about the appointee's U S. Merchant Marine
Li cense 50 ton qualification.

M5. POLLEY replied she is an outdoor person and enjoys boating,
fishing, and hunting.

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK inquired as to the appointee's conmercial
boati ng service.

M5. POLLEY said her primary interest was to get other wonen to
experience the w |l derness through bird watching, kayaking tours,
and bear watching tours.

CO- CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony regarding Ms. Poll ey.
1:55:04 PM

DICK ROHRER stated he is a long-tinme resident of Kodiak and
former menber of the Big Game Comrercial Services Board. He
said he served on the board with Ms. Polley, found her to be a

very good person to work with, and supports her reappointnent to
anot her term

SAM ROHRER, President, Alaska Professional Hunters Association
(APHA), expressed APHA' s support for M. Polley's reappointnent
to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board, saying she has done a

good job in the past, is fair and open-m nded, and her past
service i s appreciated.

JASON BUNCH said he wi shed to recomend confirnmati on
1: 57: 11 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony regarding Ms. Polley.

1: 57: 23 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE TARR noved to advance the confirmation of Karen
Pol | ey, appointee to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

1: 58: 01 PM

JAMES A. "TOM' ATKINS, Appointee, Big Gane Commercial Services
Board, said he is a four-year resident of Alaska and has been
flying and guiding hunters in Alaska for thirty years. M.
Atkins told the conmttee he is pleased to be part of the Big
Ganme Commercial Services Board and serve the guides, the state,
and the transporters. He commended the work of the other board
nmenbers and expressed his wi sh for reappointnent.

CO CHAIR FEIGE asked for information regarding the appointee's
air taxi service.

MR. ATKINS said nost of his business is providing the flying

service for other guide operators, big and small, who do not
have airplanes. His activities are hunting related, although he
said he does very few drop-off hunts. In further response to

Co-Chair Feige, he said he flies a Super Cub.

2:00: 52 PM

CO- CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony regarding M. Atkins.

MR. DICK ROHRER noted he did not know M. Atkins personally;
however, based on the governor's high criteria, he spoke in his
favor.

2:01:33 PM

MR SAM ROHRER said he did not know M. Atkins personally;
however , based on recommendat i ons, APHA  supports hi s
confirmation.

2:02:24 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony regarding M. Atkins.

2:02: 30 PM
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CO CHAIR FEI GE noved to advance the confirmation of Janes "Tont
At ki ns, appointee to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

2:02: 55 PM

JAMES DAVID JONES, Appointee, Big Ganme Commercial Services
Board, said he has been a resident of Kodiak Island since the
|ate 1970s, first as an air taxi pilot flying hunters and sport

and commercial fishernen. He also comercial fished, and his
primary career is as a sport fishing guide. M. Jones holds a
transporter license and owns a |odge on Ugak Bay. He said he

appreciates the well-managed resources around Kodiak and
expressed his desire to do his part in support of the resources.
M. Dick Rohrer encouraged himto apply to the board.

2: 04: 54 PM
CO CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony regarding M. Jones.

MR. DI CK ROHRER testified in support of the appointnent of Janes
David Jones, stating he has known him for over 20 years. The
Big Gane Commrercial Services Board seeks to fill one of the
transporter seats with a marine transporter, and M. Jones hol ds
an i npeccabl e reputation in Kodiak with all agenci es.

MR. SAM ROHRER, representing APHA, testified in support of the
appoi ntnment of Janmes David Jones, due to his experience as a
marine transporter which wll bring a different and inportant
Vi ewpoi nt to the board.

MR. BUNCH testified in support of the confirmation of Janes
David Jones to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board. As a 20-
year nenber of the U S. Coast Guard, M. Bunch recognizes the
appointee's |leadership qualities of education and experience

which wll be beneficial to Alaska, its resources, and the
boar d.
2:07:31 PM

PAUL CHERVENAK, Chair, Kodiak Fish and Gane Advisory Conmmttee,
ADFG, said he has been a nenber of the Kodiak Fish and Gane
Advi sory Conmittee for 18 years and has known M. Jones for 20
years. He said he found M. Jones to be a good |istener, fair,
unbi ased, organi zed, and hard-working, and expressed support for
hi s appoi nt nent .
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2:08:10 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony.

2:08: 26 PM

CO CHAIR FEI GE noved to advance the confirmation of Janes David
Jones, appointee to the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

2: 08: 59 PM

GENE PELTOLA SR, Appointee, Big Ganme Commercial Services Board,
said he has been a resident of Bethel since the early '60s, and
has been president and CEO of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health
Corporation for 24 years. Prior to that, he was president and
CEO of the Association of Village Counsel Presidents. As a
hunter, fisher, and trapper all his life, M. Peltola expressed
his interest in using his know edge and commobn practical sense
to i nprove resource managenent in the state.

2:10: 00 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony regarding M. Peltola.
MR. DICK ROHRER said he knew M. Peltola, serving with him on
anot her board for many years, and opined he wll be a great
representative of the Bethel area and of Western Al aska.

MR. SAM ROHRER, representing APHA, said APHA is in support of
M. Peltola's appointnent to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Boar d.

2:11: 28 PM

MR. CHERVENAK, representing the Kodiak Fish and Ganme Advisory
Comm ttee, spoke in support of M. Peltola' s confirmation.

2:11: 50 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony regarding M. Peltol a.

2:11: 59 PM
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CO- CHAIR FEI GE noved to advance the confirmation of Gene Petol a
Sr., appointee to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

2:12: 30 PM

HENRY D. TIFFANY 1V, Appointee, Big Gane Conmercial Services
Board, informed the commttee he is a third generation Al askan
with deep roots and has lived in Fairbanks for nmany years. He
spoke of his famly's long connection with the guiding industry,
al though he is the first licensed big ganme guide in the famly.
M. Tiffany's guiding experience is over 25 years and he holds a
mast er gui de |icense. He expressed his interest in serving the
governor and the industry. His concern is for the industry as a
whole, and for issues facing the resources, such as the
overcrowding of guides on state land and transporter issues,
whi ch need to be addressed in order to ensure that this way of
life is available to future generations of Al askans. Hi s
primary areas of guiding expertise are the Interior, the Brooks
Range, and the Alaska Peninsula with additional experience in
Sout heast, Sout hwest, and Kodi ak |Island. The busi ness aspect of
guiding is inportant, but the real fun is in year-round guiding
in the field, he said. M. Tiffany further described his
background serving on Big Gane Commercial Services Board
subconm ttees as a proctor for guiding exans, and other board
experi ence.

2:17: 19 PM

COCHAIR FEIGE inquired as to the nobst inportant characteristic
of a successful guiding operation.

MR. Tl FFANY responded the first concern needs to be safety on
every |level.

2:18:51 PM

CO- CHAI R SADDLER opened public testinony regarding M. Tiffany.
2:19: 02 PM

VIRGL UWHENOUR, Chair, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Committee, ADFG said M. Tiffany's appointnent to the Big Gane

Commerci al Services Board has the full support of the Fairbanks
Fish and Gane Advisory Commttee. M. Umphenour disclosed he is
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a big gane guide and has worked with M. Tiffany on issues
before the board.

2:19:44 PM

AL BARRETTE disclosed he is a Cass-A Assistant Guide and vice
chair of the Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory Conmttee, ADFG
Speaking on his own behalf, he said M. Tiffany is always well -
prepared for neetings and open to discussion, and he urged the
commttee to support M. Tiffany' s appointnent.

ROBERT FI THI AN disclosed he is a master guide affiliated with
the guiding industry in Alaska. He expressed his support of M.
Tiffany's appointnment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board,
saying the board has devel oped high standards for professional
guide licensing, and relayed positive aspects of M. Tiffany's
experience with rel ated associ ati ons.

2:22:19 PM

DANI EL MONTGOVERY disclosed he has been a nmster guide since
1985, is a 31-year resident of Alaska, and is vice chair of the
Mat anuska Vall ey Fish and Gane Advisory Committee. Speaki ng on
his own behal f, he said he has known M. Tiffany since 2007, and
he is very know edgeable about the guiding industry and its
regul ati ons. M. Mntgonery said M. Tiffany is ethical and
fair, and he supported his appointnent.

MR. DI CK ROHRER expressed his strong support of M. Tiffany's
appoi ntment because he has been thoroughly vetted by the
governor's office and by the guiding industry. M. Dick Rohrer
concurred with the previous testinony regarding M. Tiffany.

MR. BUNCH disclosed he is a registered guide and a U S. Coast

Guard rescue sw mrer. He said he has worked with M. Tiffany
and he possesses the highest values of the Alaska guide
i ndustry. Speaki ng from his professional experience, M. Bunch

strongly agreed with M. Tiffany that safety afield is the nost
i nportant aspect of the guiding industry.

2:24:42 PM

MR. CHERVENAK di scl osed he is an Al aska master guide, and stated
his strong support for M. Tiffany, saying he is extrenely hard-
wor ki ng, and that he concurred with previous testinony regarding
M. Tiffany.
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CO CHAI R SADDLER cl osed and re-opened public testinony regarding
M. Tiffany.

MR. SAM ROHRER, speaking on behalf of APHA, inforned the
commttee of M. Tiffany's involvenent with the board processes,
saying he is thoughtful, articulate, and holds the future of the
guiding industry at the forefront. M. Rohrer said APHA
supports M. Tiffany's appointnent to the board.

2:26: 02 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER cl osed public testinony regarding M. Tiffany.
2:26:15 PM

COCHAIR FEIGE noved to advance the confirmation of Henry
Tiffany 1V, appointee to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board
to a joint session of the House and Senate for consideration.

There being no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

Board of Gane

2:26:29 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER announced that the next order of business would
be the confirmati on hearing of appointees to the Board of Gane.

PETER PROBASCO, Appointee, Board of Gane, infornmed the commttee
he has attended three neetings as a board nenber filling out a
term He has hunted, trapped, and fished for many years, |ived
in the Mtanuska-Susitna Valley for 47 years, and served in the
mlitary. M. Probasco enjoys |learning nore about harvesting
gane and about the state.

ROD ARNO, Executive Director, Alaska OQutdoor Council (AQOC),
stated AOC has a nenbership of 48 individual clubs wth
approximately 9,000 nenbers. M. Arno has known M. Probasco
for 25 years, and ACC appreciates M. Probasco's know edge of
the state constitution. The council wurges that the conmttee
forward M. Probasco's nanme for consideration.

VIRAL UWPHENOUR said the Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Comm ttee supports the appointnent of M. Probasco to the Board
of Gane.

AL BARRETTE said he is a frequent participant in Board of Gane
nmeetings and opined M. Probasco is well-versed in the issues
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and understands state regulations and the state constitution.
M. Barrette urged for M. Probasco's confirmation to the Board
of Gane.

2: 30: 38 PM

DANI EL MONTGOMERY disclosed he is a master guide, a 3l-year
resident of Alaska, and is vice chair of the Matanuska Valley
Fish and Gane Advisory Committee. He said he supports M.
Probasco's reappointnent to the board, saying at the Region 2
and Region 4 neetings, he has heard M. Probasco explain
deci sions thoughtfully, and he has a good understandi ng of gane
popul ati ons and hunting regul ati ons.

ROBERT FITHIAN stated he is in support of M. Probasco's
r eappoi nt nent .

PAUL CHERVENAK, Chair, Kodiak Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee,

ADFG stated his experience with the Board of Gane. M.
Chervenak has heard M. Probasco is honest, experienced, and
unbi ased. He expressed his support for M. Probasco’ s

reconfirmation to the Board of Gane.
JASON BUNCH stated his support for M. Probasco's confirmation.

SAM ROHRER, President, Alaska Professional Hunters Association
(APHA), on behalf of APHA, expressed support for M. Probasco's
appointment to the Board of Gane, saying he has denonstrated his
ability to be a thoughtful board nenber who is willing to listen
to all sides of an issue before taking a position.

DI CK ROHRER found M. Probasco very approachable and having an
open mind, and was inpressed with his performance serving on the
boar d. He said he was in support of M. Probasco' s
confirmation.

2:34:18 PM

CO- CHAIR SADDLER <closed public testinony regarding Peter
Pr obasco.

2:34:29 PM
COCHAIR FEIGE noved to advance the confirmation of Peter
Probasco, appointee to the Board of Gane to a joint session of

the House and Senate for consideration. There being no
obj ection, the confirmati on was advanced.
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2:34:57 PM

NATHAN TURNER, Appointee, Board of Gane, told the comrittee he
was encouraged to apply to the Board of Ganme due to his
subsi stence background and his experience as a big gane guide
For the last 23 years, he has nade his living fromthe resources
provided by the land - fishing, trapping, guiding, and | og-hone
building - and currently is the only Board of Gane board nenber
to do so, and is the only active hunting guide on the board. He
said work on the board is rewarding, especially in efforts to
mai ntain and enhance hunting and trapping opportunities. The
board is very conscientious and focused on providing nore
opportunity for Al askans in every way. M. Turner gave a brief
history of his introduction to Al aska and to the responsible and
respectful use of wild resources, which influences his approach
to issues before the Board of Gane. One of the primary reasons
he wi shes to continue on the board is to benefit the public in
their use of the resources. In response to Co-Chair Feige, M.
Turner said he was from 100 mles south of Rochester, New York.
Hs hone on the Kantishna Rver is 30 mles north of Denali
National Park & Preserve, with a trapline established in 1926.

2:39:36 PM

MR FITH AN stated M. Turner's know edge of Alaska and its
wildlife, social issues, subsistence, trapping, guiding, and
respect for all have reached their epitone during his service on
the Board of Gane, and he supported M. Turner's continuation on
t he board.

MR. MONTGOMERY said in his experience he has observed M. Turner
to be a well-informed, fair, and val uable nenber of the board

and he strongly supported M. Turner's reappointnent to the
boar d.

2:41:10 PM

GREG ROCZI CKA said he has lived in Bethel since the late 1960s
and for the past 25 years has been directly involved in resource

managemnent i ssues on regi onal , state, nati onal , and
international |evels. M. Roczicka served two terns on the
Board of Gane, and is inpressed by M. Turner's |level of
consci enti ousness. He opined board nenbers becone nore

effective and know edgeable during their second term and urged
for confirmation of M. Turner's reappointnment.
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MR.  UWPHENOUR said the Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Comm ttee supports confirmation of M. Turner for reappointnent
to the Board of Ganme. M. Turner attends the Fairbanks Fish and
Ganme Advi sory Conmittee mneetings.

MR. BARRETTE, speaking on his own behalf, disclosed he is the
vice chair of the Fairbanks Fish and Ganme Advisory Committee and
in that capacity deals with the Board of Gane. M. Turner is an
active participant of the board at the subcommttee level, and
is always well-prepared and respectful; in fact, M. Turner's
attendance  at advi sory conmittee nmeeti ngs ensures hi s
understanding of local issues. M. Barrette asked the conmttee
to confirmM. Turner to the Board of Gane.

2:46:12 PM

MR, DICK ROHRER said he was a long-tine resident of Kodiak and
spent nmany years attending Board of Ganme neetings while
representing the Kodiak Fish and Gane Advisory Committee. He
has found M. Turner to be honest and approachable and said he
provi des a unique perspective to the board. M. Dick Rohrer
stressed that M. Turner is unbiased.

MR SAM ROHRER said APHA strongly supports M. Turner's
reappointnent to the Board of Gane, pointing out the chall enge
of appointing those who can successfully navigate the conplex

and contentious issues raised. A board nenber nust be wlling
to weigh all sides of a proposal, and consider all inplications,
as M. Turner has denonstrated over the |ast three years. M.
Turner is willing to look at all sides of an issue and carefully
consider the views of all, while ultimtely considering the
| ong-term health of the resource. Hi s background allows himto
relate to various user groups who present to the board. For

t hese reasons, APHA highly recomrends that the commttee confirm
M. Turner's reappointnent to the board.

MR. BUNCH stated he has worked with M. Turner on subconmttees
and described him as an exceptional nentor who is honest, open
m nded, hunble, and commtted to doing what is best for Al aska's
resour ces. M. Bunch supported M. Turner's reconfirmation to
t he Board of Gane.

MR. CHERVENAK said he is an 18-year nenber of the Kodiak Fish
and Game Advisory Conmttee who has experience wth board
menbers while representing Kodiak at Board of Gane neetings. He
expressed his strong support of M. Turner's confirmation for
reappointnent to the Board of Gane because he finds him to be
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appr oachabl e, articul at e, unenot i onal , respect ful, a good
listener, fair, and unbi ased. M. Turner also brings valuable
personal experience to the board.

2:51:40 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER, after ascertaining that no one else wi shed to
testify, closed public testinony regarding M. Turner.

2:52: 05 PM

COCHAIR FEIGE noved to advance the confirmation of Nathan
Turner, appointee to the Board of Gane to a joint session of the
House and Senate for consideration. There being no objection,
the confirmati on was advanced.

CO- CHAIR SADDLER thanked each of the appointees for their
willingness to serve on boards that are very inportant to the
life, culture, and business activities of Alaska, and also
t hanked those who testified. He rem nded the appointees and the
public that the forwarding of an appointee's nane to the full
joint session does not reflect the intent of any nenber to vote
for or against the individual during further sessions for the
pur poses of confirmation.

2:53: 08 PM
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:53 p.m
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