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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 05: 29 PM

CO CHAIR GABRI ELLE LEDOUX called the House Special Committee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:05 p.m
Representatives Hughes, Reinbold, Hi ggins, and LeDoux were
present at the call to order. Representatives Guenberg and
Saddl er arrived as the nmeeting was in progress.

HB 313-M Tl GATI NG FACTOR: COMVBAT- RELATED PTSD

1: 06: 11 PM

CO CHAI R LEDQUX announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 313, "An Act relating to mtigation at
sentencing in a crimnal case for a defendant found by the court
to have been affected by conbat-related post-traumatic stress
di sorder or conbat-related traumatic brain injury."

1: 06: 26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, Al aska State Legislature, prine sponsor
of HB 313, inforned the conmmttee the bill creates a mtigating
factor in |law When a judge is considering the sentence to be
i nposed on a felon, the judge can increase the sentence if the
felon has done sonething especially bad, and can reduce the
sentence if there is a synpathetic factor, called a mtigator.
In law there are about 35 aggravators that can increase a
sentence, and about 20 mtigators that can decrease a sentence.
The bill creates a mtigator related to mlitary veterans that
if amlitary veteran can prove that his or her crime is related
to, and in part caused by, conbat-related post-traumatic stress
di sorder (PTSD) or conbat-related traumatic brain injury (TBI),
the judge can take that into consideration and deci de either not
to reduce the sentence, or to reduce the sentence.
Representative Gara pointed out that roughly 60-80 percent of
Vi et nam veterans who returned honme with PTSD have sone |evel of
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substance abuse problens; in fact, in sonme, PTSD creates | ong-
term anxiety, fear, aggravati on, or depression, and can
contribute to suicide. He advised that sonme veterans cone hone
changed, and that is a relevant mnmitigating circunstance if

caused by one's mlitary service. Al though the bill does not
absol ve one of responsibility for the crinme, the judge should be
able to consider mtigating factors. The bill is nodeled after

the mtigating circunstances for felons who suffer from feta
al cohol syndronme (FAS), and which exclude the crinmes that cause
someone serious injury or are sex Crinmes. The mtigator would
apply to crimes of burglary, theft, and felony driving while
i nt oxi cated (DW).

CO CHAI R LEDQUX surm sed that sonmeone with PTSD caused by conbat
woul d nost |ikely be engaged in violent crinme.

1: 10: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA responded that he had no statistics on that
and acknowl edged that sone crines wll be violent crines.
Violent crinmes were not included in the FAS |egislation because
the legislature decided that for a certain level of crime, there
could be no nmitigator; however, the committee can choose whet her
to agree. He added that with the increased firepower at use in
mlitary conflicts today, mlitary blasts cause about tw ce the
nunber of brain injuries than during the time of the Vietnam
conflict; veterans returning from Afghanistan and Iraq have
hi gher levels of brain injury, and these injuries happened
during their service to the US., which justifies a reduced
sentence if proven to be a factor in crimnal behavior.

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD agreed that the intent of the bill is
good, however, many crines involve drugs and alcohol and the
perpetrators may be self-nedicating or hiding their synptons.
She asked how much risk there is to the public when shorter
sentences are inposed.

1:14: 42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA reminded the conmttee that the bill only
applies in felonies, and those with reduced sentences will still
serve jail tinme and wll receive treatnent while in jail. Many

of these offenses carry presunptive five- to eight-year jai

sentences, so reducing the amount of jail tinme by 20 percent
will not have an effect on the public, he opined, but is
recognition of their condition. |If the bill extended to rape or
murder and to violent crimnals, there may be an argunent that
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there is a danger to society; on the other hand, confinenent,
jail, and solitary living in a cell can exacerbate the synptons
of PTSD.

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD inquired as to whether felons receive
treatnment through veterans' benefits at an equal level if not in
jail.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA was unsure if veterans' benefits apply while

in jail, but expressed his hope that veterans' benefits and
substance abuse treatnment would be offered in jail and
af t erwar d. In further response to Representative Reinbold, he

said he woul d get a definitive answer.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES noted a benefit of the bill is that nore
veterans nmay be properly diagnosed wth PTSD and receive
treat nent. She asked for information on the treatnent avail abl e
to veterans while incarcerated, and whether other states have
simlar |egislation.

1:19: 28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA was unsure whether nitigators in other
states address conbat-related PTSD or TBI injuries. The bill
was witten in response to reports from practitioners on the
increased rate of clients with PTSD.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES questioned if mtigators nmay i npact
whet her treatnent during or follow ng incarceration is [nmandated
as] part of the sentence.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA advised that after leaving jail, one is
still under the jurisdiction of the state because there are
peri ods of probation or parole. It is very commpbn to have a

treatment requirenent of release and it nust be proven to a
probation or parole officer that substance abuse or counseling
prograns are conpleted; refusal wll |ead to re-arrest on a
probation or parole violation.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG opi ned PTSD is an inportant issue from
other points of view such as health. The state has a high
percent age of veterans and PTSD affects others as well.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD supported the use of the word "may"
instead of "shall" on the first page of the bill.
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REPRESENTATI VE GARA affirmed that mtigators are not automatic
but are "based on the facts."”

1:23:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG cal led attention to page 1, line 6 of
the bill which read:

(d) The following factors shall be considered by the
sentencing court if proven

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG clarified that mtigators are required
to be considered, but are not required to be applied.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD said correct.

CO CHAI R LEDQUX opened public testinony on HB 313.

1:24: 25 PM

RI C DAVI DGE, State Director, Governnent  Affairs, Vietnam

Veterans of Anmerica, Alaska, informed the conmttee he is a
conbat veteran and has held other positions wth various

organi zati ons representing Vietnam veterans. He suggested that
had this legislation been |law after the Vietnam conflict, many
Vietnam veterans incarcerated today might not still be
i ncar cer at ed. M. Davidge said he has been diagnosed with 75
percent PTSD after his service as a conbat nedic in Vietnam but
with personal effort he is able to nmanage the syndrone. He

described the actions of those wth PTSD as "appropriate
behavior which has been trained or learned as a result of

conbat, but is now not appropriate in civil society.” Synptons
are detected and managed only with great effort and a |ot of
support from fellow veterans. In response to an earlier

guestion, he said there are incarcerated chapters of Vietnam
Veterans of America and their nenbers qualify and receive
Veterans Health Administration benefits for the treatnent of

PTSD. He described how a sufferer suddenly experiences a
trigger, which could be stress, a sound, or a snell
Unfortunately many who suffer are not diagnosed or willing to

admt that they need help, even though now veterans are
encouraged to do so. The opportunity for a judge to consider a
mtigator to a crinme when it is clear that someone suffers from
PTSD or TBI would be a great help in veteran courts. M.
Davi dge pointed out veterans today have often served in conbat
for four or six years after multiple deploynents and this is a
reason for the high divorce and suicide rates anbng new
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vet er ans. He expressed his organization's full support for HB
313, and said forty-nine other states are considering simlar
| egi sl ati on.

1: 30: 09 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked whether this is a recent effort.

MR. DAVI DGE responded that PTSD and "mnor" TBlI as mtigators
for crimnal sentencing have been discussed nationwi de for three
to five years; however, this is the first bill to his know edge.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG assuned that a service nenber could
acquire PTSD during mlitary service even if it were not
"conbat-rel ated. "

MR. DAVIDGE said yes, PTSD could be acquired through a training
incident, but it is not classified conbat-related unless the
nature of the incidences that cause triggers is repetitive.
Conbat -rel ated PTSD has done nore danage to the brain.

1: 33: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG rel ated his personal experience on an
aircraft carrier. He asked whether the term "conbat-related" is
limted to those under eneny fire, since others can acquire PTSD
from stressful and dangerous assi gnnents.

MR. DAVIDGE advised that service nenbers who are in a conbat
theatre are eligible for consideration for conbat-related PTSD
because anyone in a conbat situation deals wth an enornous

anount of stress. In further response to Representative
Gruenberg, he said the termis defined with the PTSD di agnosi s;
however, if one is in a conbat zone or a theatre of conbat

one's experience is relative to one's mlitary occupation. The
definition has been expanded sone since the Vietnam conflict,
and the diagnoses for PTSD and conbat-related PTSD are extrenely
preci se and accurate.

1: 36: 49 PM

BRANT MCCEE, speaking for hinself, inforned the commttee he is
a lifelong Alaskan who served as a conbat nmedic in the Centra
Hi ghl ands of Vietnamin 1969, and is an attorney. He encouraged
the commttee to review literature on PTSD and TBI. M. MCee
described in detail the experience of a combat veteran returning
home: during the tour of duty the veteran dreanms of an idyllic
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life at hone; after comng honme everyday life is strange and
different; famly and friends have changed; the tour is a hole
in the veteran's life; famly and friends do not understand
conmbat experiences; the veteran survives with fear and paranoi a,
remenbering horrible sights that prevent sleep; there 1is
exhaustion; there are lapses in nenory, there is a different
fear than in conbat, in that the veteran cannot act as in
conbat, and actions are unacceptable; the veteran is alone,
cannot hold a job, cannot control her or her enotions, and the
only relief is from drugs and alcohol which leads to illegal
activities; the best case is that this lasts only a few years.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG assunmed M. MGee represented clients
who suffer from PTSD in his crimnal defense |aw practice, and
asked whether there is a definition for PTSD in the D agnostic
and Statistical Mnual of Mental Disorders (DSM, third or
fourth edition.

1:42: 12 PM

MR. MCCGEE said yes, it is well-defined in the DSM fifth edition
(DSM 5) .

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG urged for the definition to be entered
into the record.

MR. MCGEE said there is a source for the definition regarding
PTSD on the Departnment of Veterans Affairs (VA web site:
www. PTSD. VA. GOV.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD restated her belief that the intent of

the bill is good; however, her question was whether [substance
abuse] treatnent for veterans is better delivered inside or
outside of jail. She again questioned the anobunt of risk to

famly menbers and the public "if for sone reason they get out
early without treatnment ...."

1:44: 47 PM

MR. MCGEE answered that time in jail has been found to aggravate
conbat-related PTSD in veterans, and jail is not an appropriate
pl ace for treatnent. There are progranms through VA and other

sources that are effective; in fact, VA Health Adnministration is
much better prepared now than during the Vietnam era, and
today's veterans are nore willing to acknow edge the problem and
get treatnent. He opined a sentencing judge may shorten the
jail term but also mandate treatnent because there are risks to
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famly and conmunity from those with PTSD synptons. He affirnmed
that many who are affected turn to alcohol and drugs, and for
those who end up in the crimnal justice systemit is inportant
to recognize their service so that judges nay consider the
mtigator. M. MGCee remnded the commttee that in Al aska
judges cannot determne treatnent after one is commtted to the
Depart ment of Corrections (DOC).

1:47:45 PM

Cl NDY STROUT, speaking for herself, infornmed the conmttee
working as a crimnal defense attorney she has had contact with
many young nmen who are in the crimnal justice system for
of fenses involving controll ed substances. Many of these clients
suffer from PTSD, and her experience, experts, and studies have
shown that conbat-related PTSD and substance abuse generally go
hand- i n- hand. In order to return a soldier to nental health,
both conditions require treatnent. The treatnent for conbat-
related PTSD is specific and needs to take place in a setting
with other conbat veterans at VA, and is beyond the prograns

avai |l abl e at DOCC. Ms. Strout opined the intent of the bill is
to give a judge the flexibility to reduce a jail sentence and
require treatment in an appropriate setting. In response to an

earlier question, she said her experience with clients is that
VA psychologists in this field have devel oped a specific tool to
make a diagnosis of conbat-related PTSD. She agreed with the
previ ous speaker that PTSD is a pervasive nental illness that
affects the soldier's life and nust be treated. Ms. Strout was
encouraged by promsing new treatnments for PTSD, however, the
mtigator provided by HB 313 would allow the sentencing judge to
recogni ze the specialized treatnment a sol di er needs.

1: 52: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG referred to a U S. Suprene Court ruling
stating that "for aggravators"” one has a federal constitutiona
right to a jury trial if there are new facts. He asked whet her
the mtigator proposed in HB 313 would entitle a defendant to a
jury trial

M5. STROUT answered that the case is Blakely v. Wshington 542
U. S 296(2004). She opined that the defendant has to prove the
mtigator by clear and convincing evidence; in addition, the
Bl akely analysis would not apply because the defendant is
seeking to decrease the sentence.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG t hen asked whether those who woul d be
affected by the bill have a constitutional right to treatnent.

MS. STROUT advised that the Al aska State Constitution carries a
requi renent of rehabilitation, and answered in the affirmative.

REPRESENTATIVE H GANS inquired as to whether there is
mtigation in existing law for those who have acquired PTSD
while working in other fields such as |aw enforcenent officers,
firefighters, and first responders, because others may need this
hel p al so.

M5. STROUT said no, and agreed that many others suffer from PTSD
including victinms of sex abuse and rape. There are mitigating
factors for duress and coercion.

1: 56: 34 PM

MR. MCGEE acknow edged that many others are affected by PTSD due
to a variety of causes; however, it is appropriate to set
conbat-related PTSD sufferers aside from others because they
suffer due to their service at the bidding of the nation, thus
the nation bears sone responsibility for their care.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES added that the factors of the frequency
and duration of conbat-related events are another reason. She
then asked M. Pierre how many Al askan veterans are com ng hone
with PTSD and whether diagnhoses are nade previous to their
di scharge, and if a veteran can request a diagnosis by nedical
pr of essi onal s ot her than VA personnel .

2:00: 22 PM
MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deput y Comm ssi oner, Ofice of t he
Comm ssi oner/ Adj ut ant Ceneral , Depar t ment of Mlitary and

Veterans Affairs (DWA), answered that a veteran nust be
di agnosed by a VA doctor in order to determne the |evel of
disability for disability clains. He said he was unsure of how
many Al askans are returning, but all service nenbers are given
t horough treatnment and exam nations. M. Pierre stressed that
DWA and the Alaska National Guard encourage returning veterans
to acknowl edge their injuries and seek treatnent. Along with
i ncreased weapons technol ogy, advances in nedical care nean nore
veterans survive conbat, but return with conplex and serious
injuries that nust be addressed in every way possible.

2:02: 22 PM
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CO CHAIR LEDOQUX, after ascertaining no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 313. She announced t hat
HB 313 was heard and hel d.

HB 318- ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT: M LI TARY FAM LI ES

2:03: 13 PM

CO CHAI R LEDQUX announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 318, "An Act relating to public school reports
of students whose parents are nenbers of the active duty
mlitary service.

2:03:24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER introduced HB 318 as the prine sponsor

He infornmed the conmittee that military famlies in Al aska face
special challenges such as: frequent transfers; overseas
depl oynent on short notice; students nust transfer schools and
adjust to different graduation criteria and class requirenents;
and students face social dislocations and social pressures.
These challenges can inpede students' normal progress toward
gr aduat i on. Mlitary parents may be very aware of these
challenges to their children's educational progress, but they
are largely hidden from school districts, and state and federa

gover nnment s. Al though state law requires annual reports on
school and st udent per f or mance regar di ng accreditation,
achi evenent test scores, proficiency, retention, attendance,
drop-out and graduation rates, and enrollnment changes, the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED) does not
specifically track the performance of mlitary students thus
there is no indicator |inking school performance to mlitary
st at us. The U.S. Departnent of Education (DCE), Inpact Aid
Program seeks to collect information on mlitary famlies and
their students for tax purposes, but it does not identify the

specific school or i ndi vi dual st udent s’ per f or mance.
Representative Saddler said there are about 37,000 mlitary
dependents in Alaska including a significant nunber  of
ki ndergarten through twelfth-grade students. The bill seeks to

capture information on students of active-duty mlitary famlies
and require school districts to gather and report to EED on the
nunber, attendance, and perfornmance of students in public
schools. Also, the information would be posted on the worl dw de
web with other reports. The famlies affected are those on
active duty in the arned forces of the US., the U S. Coast
Guard, the Al aska National Guard, the Al aska Naval Mlitia, or
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the Al aska State Defense Force. He concluded that having this
informati on would benefit local school districts, help school
districts design prograns, generate federal tax assistance, and
provi de guidance to incomng mlitary famlies. Furt her nore,
educational organizations connected wth mlitary students
endorse identifying and tracking students, and seven states have
simlar |laws or executive orders.

2:07: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked whether the U S. Departnent of
Def ense (DoD) or DCOE has requested this information, and if this
i nformati on has been proven to be helpful to mlitary famlies.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER deferred to a representative of DoD

REPRESENTATI VE HI GG NS observed that HB 318 directs certain
information to be gathered that is already known by school
districts.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER responded that EED does not gather this
information on students from mlitary famlies, although | ocal
schools nmay on a voluntary basis. In further response to
Representative H ggins, he said EED would create new forns and
questionnaires to collect the required information.

2:10:56 PM

PAUL PRESSING  Deputy Director, Dvision of Teaching and
Learning Support, EED, affirnmed that the departnent now gathers
the following information: sex, race, original spoken |anguage,
and mgrant status, but not whether a student is part of a
mlitary famly. This would require a new data elenent to be
incorporated into the departnent's data coll ection system

REPRESENTATI VE HI GA NS expressed his belief that a mlitary
transfer would be part of a student's school registration.

MR. PRESSI NG explained EED could request certain information
t hat school s al r eady have. In further response to
Representative Higgins, he noted that the state report cards on
each school and school district show the academ cs for subgroups
such as English Language Learners. A mlitary student subgroup
woul d reveal reading, witing, and math scores, and could be
conpared to other students or subgroups on the state report
card.
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REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER added that other performance conparisons
could be on graduation rates, attendance, and higher or |esser
achi evenent than peers.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES cautioned that even if the information is
gathered by group, when the information is used a pattern may
i nadvertently identify individual students.

MR. PRESSING assured the conmttee that all student data is
confidential, and districts use this type of data to drive their
educati onal prograns.

2:16: 16 PM
CO- CHAI R LEDOUX opened public testinony on HB 318.
2:16: 33 PM

MARK SAN SOUCI, Regional Liaison, State Liaison Ofice, DobD,
informed the commttee this issue arose in 2012 and 2013 as one
of the key issues towards inproving the quality of life for
mlitary famlies. He said there are school districts in Al aska
that docunment mlitary famlies, but these are typically schools
near mlitary installations that do so in order to apply for and
receive mlitary inpact aid from DoD or DOE; this aid totals

about $2 mllion, however, DoD and DOE do not know about the
popul ation in schools that do not request noney. Tracki ng of
this type reveals trends such as absenteeism based on parental
depl oyments or other mlitary service. In addition, this
information can facilitate the distribution of DoD and | ocal
resources. |In the 2014 DoD budget, $25 mllion is designated to

school districts and the first step is to know how many
mlitary-connected kids are in a school district. M. San Souc

pointed out the bill has a |ow fiscal note because nobst schools
would just need to add a code to their information-gathering
system He added that the intent of the bill is to protect
privacy, and simlar legislation is too new to provide
supporting docunentation. In response to Representative
Higgins, M. San Souci confirnmed that this information 1is
i mportant to the education agency of DoD

2:20: 35 PM

REPRESENTATI VE H GA NS asked whether DoD has funds to contribute
to the cost of gathering this information.
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MR. SAN SOUCI recalled in 2013 the DoD Inpact Aid Program gave
Alaska EED $1.5 nmillion and the Delta/Geely School District
$48, 000, and DOCE provided approximately $106 mllion in federa
aid to school districts.

2:22: 23 PM

LI EUTENANT COLONEL KAY SPEAR BUDD, State Family Program
Director, Al aska National Guard, said she was representing the
Coalition for Alaska Service Menbers, Veterans and Famlies.

The purpose of the coalition is to support Joining Comunity
Forces, a national initiative, which seeks to educate comrunity
menbers about the mlitary throughout Al aska, to identify gaps
in services, and to encourage collaboration between agencies.

From its outreach efforts, the coalition has identified the gap
in information addressed by HB 318, which is to identify all

students of parents who have served in the past or are currently
serving in the mlitary. She stated that the benefits of

collecting this data are to connect and conmmunicate wth
teachers and schools to aid children of mlitary famlies and
provi de resources and referrals. The U.S. has been at war for
over 12 years and the coalition is looking at the long-term
effects of war on the children of mlitary famlies and at the
comunity support that is needed now nore than ever.

CO CHAIR LEDOUX inquired as to how to prevent the disclosure of
an individual's performance information in a small school
setting.

2:26: 05 PM

MR. SAN SOUCI responded that there would be the sane protection
of information as there is for any other subgroup of kids. He
added that sonme mlitary famlies live away from the base, and
their children attend school in a district not highly-inpacted
by the mlitary.

REPRESENTATI VE  HUGHES  cauti oned t hat publicly reporting
performance in a school wth tw or three mlitary-famly
students could reveal their identities easier than other
subgroups. She asked if a school with very | ow nunbers of these
students coul d be exenpt ed.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER acknow edged that the reporting of small

sanples is a challenge in Alaska; he was unsure if there are
provisions in existing protective laws for the non-public
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di scl osure of small popul ations, but said this situation is "in

the clutter of statistical reporting ... information."

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES requested that Co-Chair LeDoux discuss her
concerns with EED at the next commttee of referral. In
response to Representative Saddler, she agreed that being in a
mlitary famly is honorable, but frequent noves can be hard on
students.

CO CHAIR LEDOUX said she and the sponsor will ensure that this
issue is thoroughly vetted at the next commttee of referral.

2:30:49 PM

REPRESENTATIVE HIGA NS opined that in Alaska there are many
studies that are conpleted and paid for, but that are wthout
val ue. He stressed that when the mlitary deploys a service
nmenber there are not nmany choices of location for the famly,
and questioned how spending $80,000 - and $10,000 per year
subsequently - to collect information, wll help mlitary
famlies. Representative Higgins renmarked:

and when it goes to the next commttee, | want
to hear specifics, how does it help you? ... It all
sounds good, but until we actually put pen to paper
how does it hel p?

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER answered that the information will help
parents know whether or not to live on base. Further, DoD wants
to know at which locations the kids of soldiers and airnmen are
getting a good education, because a good education for their
famly nmenbers is a significant elenment for norale.

REPRESENTATIVE HHGA NS interjected that the mlitary cares nost
about the service nenber.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER acknowl edged that the service nenber is
nost i nportant, but his experience shows that the mlitary does
value a strong famly. Anot her value of HB 318 is to school
districts; for exanple, DoD has prograns at schools near Joint
Base El nmendorf-Richardson (JBER) for counseling for kids of
depl oyed parents through Inpact Aid resources.

2:34: 32 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOUX asked whether there are any statistics that show
that there are high-performng schools that are not working for
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students of mlitary famlies, or vice-versa. She suggested
that the school reports that show a school is doing well in
general should be sufficient.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER said identifying students with the unique
challenges of mlitary famlies provides the netrics required to
measure  out cones. There are Dbenefits to knowing the
performances of subgroups, because "what gets neasured gets
managed. "

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG read from AS 14. 60. 010(6) as foll ows:

Public schools include elenentary schools, hi gh
schools, citizenship night schools for adults and
other public educational institutions that my be

est abl i shed;

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG questioned whether the bill includes
charter schools or only affects non-charter schools.

2:38:19 PM
CO CHAI R LEDOUX sai d charter schools are public schools.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG then referred to the bill on page 2,
i nes 25-28, paragraph 11, which read:

(11) information on the nunber, attendance, and
performance of students enrolled in the school whose
parents or guardians are on active duty in the arned
forces of the United States, the United States Coast
Guard, the Alaska National Guard, the Al aska Naval
Mlitia, or the Al aska State Defense Force.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said paragraph 11 would only require
EED to provide information on "nunber, att endance, and
per formance"” of the students. Paragraph 10 [page 2, lines 24
and 23] read:

(10) ot her information concerning school perfornmance
and the performance of the school's students as
required by the state board in regulation

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG questioned whether the information

required in paragraph 11 was equal to the information required
i n paragraph 10.
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CO CHAIR LEDOQUX suggested the sponsor review the order of
par agraphs 10 and 11.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked supporters of the bill whether
any additional information is desired.

2:41: 37 PM

LI EUTENANT COLONEL SPEAR BUDD said there is a lot of confusion
with the term "active duty.” For exanple, service nenbers in
the National Guard or Reserve that are not deployed, are not
considered active duty. She suggested that the |anguage,

"parents or guardians, serving or have served in the arned
forces" would ensure that all of the famlies and students get
the services that they have earned as former or current mlitary
servi ce nenbers.

2:43: 28 PM
MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deput y Comm ssi oner, Ofice of t he
Comm ssi oner/ Adj ut ant Ceneral , Depar t ment of Mlitary and

Veterans Affairs (DWA), added that the goal of [paragraph] 11
is to include those affiliated with DoD or the U S. Coast Guard
that are active service nenbers. He clarified that the Al aska
Naval Mlitia and the Al aska State Defense Force are state
entities that are not technically considered mlitary. They are
the organized state mlitia as far as the State of Alaska is
concerned, but not by DoD, thus including these services m ght
glean nore information than is necessary. Additionally, nenbers
of the Alaska Naval Mlitia serve under a nenorandum of
understanding with the Navy Reserve and any of its Reserve
menbers will already be counted.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER, in additional response, said veterans or
traditional [U S. Coast Guard] service nenbers do not transfer
as much so - at this tinme - the proposed legislation is focused
on active mlitary.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked for affirmation that a deployed
nmenber of the Reserve fits the bill's definition of "active duty
in the arned forces.”

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER said the Alaska National Guard has
depl oyed servi ce nenbers.

MR PIERRE clarified that the effort [of the bill] is to
acknowl edge that sone service nenbers in the Alaska National
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Guard do nobve across the state; he agreed that the sponsor of
the bill is correct to include nmenbers of the Al aska National
Guar d. In further response to Representative Hughes, he
confirmed that if Reserve nenbers of the Alaska National Guard
are deployed, they neet the definition of active duty in
[ paragraph] 11 of the bill.

2:46: 41 PM

CO CHAI R LEDQUX, after ascertaining that no one else w shed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 318.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG urged the sponsor to closely review the
| anguage of the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER sai d Representative G uenberg' s question
woul d be posed to EED

2:47: 23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES noved to report HB 318 out of comittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 318 was reported from the
House Special Comrittee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.
2:48: 13 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 2:48 p. m
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