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BILL: HB 59
SHORT TI TLE: M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN
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W TNESS REG STER

VIRG NI A SM LEY, Staff

Represent ati ve Shel | ey Hughes

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Rel ated a story of her father's experience
during World War I1.

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deputy Conm ssi oner

O fice of the Conm ssioner/Adjutant General

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA)

Joi nt Base El nendorf-Ri chardson (JBER), Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HCR 2, testified in
support; testified during the hearing on HB 59.

JOHNNY WHI TE
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 2.

HENRY HUNTER, SR
Bet hel , Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 2.

FRANCI S BO SSEAU

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified on his own behalf in support of
HCR 2.

KENNETH ROSS, Menber

Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart; Marine Corps League; Vietnam
Vet erans of Anmerica

Wasilla, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 2.

PAUL BEALS
Fai r banks, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 2.

VERDI E BOXEN, Director

Ofice of Veteran Affairs

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During the hearing on HCR 2, answered a
guesti on.

TI M ARMSTRONG, Chi ef of Staff

Sout heast District

Department of Alaska Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: on behalf of the Departnment of Al aska
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, testified in support of HCR
2.

LI EUTENANT RCDNEY DI AL, Deputy Conmander

A Det achnent

Di vision of Alaska State Troopers

Department of Public Safety (DPS)

Ket chi kan, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 59
representing the Departnment of Public Safety.

DAVI D LEVY, Executive Director

Al aska Mobility Coalition (AM)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided a Power Point presentation
entitled, "Alaska Mbility Coalition's Veterans Transportation
Project Update," dated 2/28/13.

ANDI NATI ONS, Project Consultant

Vet erans Transportation Project

Al aska Mobility Coalition

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Participated in the presentation by the
Al aska Mobility Coalition.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1:03: 46 PM
CO CHAIR GABRI ELLE LEDOUX called the House Special Committee on

Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:03 p.m
Representati ves Rei nbold, G uenberg, Hi ggins, Hughes, and LeDoux
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were present at the call to order. Representative Saddler
arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HCR 2- PURPLE HEART STATE

1: 04: 04 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOUX announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2, Proclaimng the state as a
Purple Heart State to honor the service and sacrifice of our
nation's nmen and wonen in uniform wounded or killed by the eneny
while serving to protect the freedom enjoyed by all Anericans.

1: 04: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  SHELLEY  HUGHES, Al aska State Legislature,
speaking as the sponsor of HCR 2, infornmed the commttee the
resolution would proclaim Alaska as a Purple Heart State,
honoring the services and sacrifices of our nation's nen and
wonen in uniform wounded or killed by the eneny while serving to
protect the freedom enjoyed by all Anericans. She opined that
it is appropriate for Alaska to becone a Purple Heart State.
The honor of the Purple Heart is the oldest mlitary decoration
and was established during the Revolutionary War by General
George Washington. Although its use was discontinued after the

Revol utionary War, in the 1920s General Douglas MacArthur
encouraged reinstatenent of the award and in 1932 - on the 200th
anniversary of George Washington's birth - a newy designed
award was reinstated for wuse by the US  Arny. In 1942,

Presi dent Franklin Roosevelt expanded its use to all branches of
the arnmed forces, and in 1962 President John F. Kennedy
authorized its use as a posthunous award. Finally, in 1984
Presi dent Ronal d Reagan authorized its use for those eligible as
a result of terrorist attacks and in 1998 civilians were renoved

fromthe list of personnel eligible for the nmedal. The Mlitary
Order of the Purple Heart (Order) was chartered in 1958 for
t hose who have received the award. It is estimted that 1.7
mllion Americans have received the award and about 300 nenbers
of the Oder live in Alaska; in fact, the D vision of Mtor
Vehi cl es, Departnent of Administration, has issued 716 Purple
Heart license plates in Al aska. Only four other states have
taken this step, however, forty-eight cities, including Wasilla
and Pal mer , have been decl ared Pur pl e Hear t Cties.

Representati ve Hughes provided commttee nenbers a Purple Heart
Stanp issued by the U S. Postal Service in 20083. She urged the
commttee to support the resolution.
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1:10: 27 PM

VIRANIA SM LEY, staff to Representative Shelley Hughes, Al aska
State Legislature, said on June 6, 1944, her father |anded at
Utah Beach in France with the 4th Infantry Division and spent
the first night on the beach with a young Chio soldier who | ost
his weapon during the I anding. Ms. Smiley said her father was
later terribly wounded, but never considered hinself disabled.
She said the intent of the resolution is to honor and recognize
all soldiers like her father who were wounded, [and others who
were Kkilled].

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked whether passage of the resolution
woul d provide an opportunity to help encourage wounded conbat
veterans to sign up for the benefits offered to them by the U S
Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA).

1:13: 45 PM
MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deput y Comm ssi oner, Ofice of t he
Comm ssi oner/ Adj ut ant Ceneral , Depart ment of Mlitary &

Veterans’ Affairs (DWA), assured the conmttee that DWA wl|l
use the status as a Purple Heart State to build awareness for
veterans to sign up for health care benefits from USDVA When
nore veterans in Alaska sign up, the USDVA wll dramatically
increase health care and the range of services provided in the
st at e.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER expressed his support for the resol ution.
1:14: 55 PM

CO- CHAI R LEDOUX opened public testinony.

1:15:17 PM

JOHNNY WHI TE said that he earned a Purple Heart in 2005 while

serving with the US. Arny 82nd Airborne in Iraq. During his
depl oynent, the mssion was to stop the flow of insurgents into

Irag, and 34 Marines were lost in one fight. H s wounds were
inflicted on Novenber 19, and his first nenory afterward is of a
Wrld War 1l veteran who was also a Purple Heart recipient.

Wth the assistance of the Purple Heart Foundation he finally
received the Purple Heart in 2012 and began to receive the help
and benefits he had earned. If Al aska becones a Purple Heart
State, every veteran will benefit.
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1:17:14 PM

HENRY HUNTER, SR. said he received a Purple Heart in 1971 while
serving with the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam He said
hi s nei ghbor received the Purple Heart posthunously after being
killed in action in Vietnam and expressed his hope that the
state will recognize all the veterans who received the Purple
Heart. Hi s experience as a veteran in the USDVA systemis that
he does not fully receive his benefits, but if Al aska becones a
Purple Heart State benefits may becone nore available. In fact,
outside of Bethel there are 56 villages with nmany veterans
living there. M. Hunter said he was inspired to enlist and
hel p our country with no questions asked.

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD said it was an honor to hear M.
Hunter's story.

1: 20: 59 PM

FRANCI S BO SSEAU said he has been a resident of Fairbanks for 40
years after retiring from the US. Arny in 1973. He served
three tours in Vietnam and was wounded in 1967 while flying in
support of an extraction helicopter in western Vietnam Duri ng
his 23 years in the Arny, he served 16 years as a pilot and then
flew for 25 years as a civilian helicopter pilot. In the
Interior there was one service officer serving a large area, and
M. Boisseau is now a service officer of the Order in Fairbanks.
He said he belongs to eight service organizations and Chapter
675 in Fairbanks has approximtely 75 nenbers. The Al aska
Chapters of the Oder have established a Purple Heart nenorial
and the Purple Heart Trail. M. Boisseau provided the follow ng
statistics: In Vietnam over 58,000 service nenbers died and
300,000 were wounded; In Iraq and Afghanistan, 6,280 service
menbers died and 41,936 were wounded; during the years between
1955 and 1999, others gave their lives in conflicts; and from
1775 to present about 2.7 mllion mlitary personnel have been
wounded or Kkilled. If Al aska beconmes a Purple Heart State,
everyone who has served in the mlitary will be honored, in
addition to their relatives. He urged the commttee to not |et
t he opportunity slip by.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD expressed her hope that M. Boisseau
will celebrate the passage of Vietnam Veteran's Day. On behal f
of the commttee, she thanked himfor his service and testinony.

CO CHAI R LEDOUX echoed Representative Reinbold s coments.
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1:25:48 PM

KENNETH ROCSS, a nenber of the Order, the Mrine Corps League
and Vietnam Veterans of Anmerica, infornmed the conmittee he is
working to nake Talkeetna a Purple Heart City along wth
Wasilla, Huston, Palnmer, and the Matanuska-Susitna (Mat- Su)
Borough. M. Ross was wounded in 1968 during the end of the Tet
O fensive era. He expressed his appreciation to the mayor of
Wasi |l a because becomng the fifth Purple Heart State will help
the USDVA reach nore Alaska residents living in the Bush wth
their medical benefits in order to inprove lives. He urged for
t he passage of HCR 2.

1: 28: 26 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked for M. Ross's affiliation.

MR. ROSS said he was speaking as a representative of all three
organi zati ons and as an i ndi vi dual .

1: 29: 28 PM

PAUL BEALS reviewed his mlitary history, including as a
corpsman in Vietnam during 1967, 1968, and 1969. He expressed
his belief that he is a nenber of a generation of warriors who
had an obligation and rite of passage to serve. However, many
Vietnam veterans returned home to a country "at war wth
itself.” He was wounded in 1967 and during two years of service
saw nmany young nen die. Not too long ago he obtained a Purple
Heart license plate to renenber those who died. At graduate
school at the University of Al aska Fairbanks his thesis was an
anal ysis of conversations wth Alaska Native Vietnam conbat
veterans, and he learned that in the small villages a high
percentage were drafted and died in service, or who died later

from service-related difficulties. M. Beals is now a |icensed
counselor working in suicide prevention, intervention, and
postvention, and his experience is that those |living in
i solation, as many veterans do, are nost vulnerable. He advised
recognition is valuable to bring one out of isolation. He
recalled a national representative of USDVA who showed
indifference to those who returned honme to their villages in
Al aska after being drafted into mlitary service. Al t hough
there has been inprovenent, there is still room for nore. He

said the resolution raises the consciousness of society, and
stated his support.

1: 34: 40 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD thanked M. Beals for his testinony and
for hel ping others at risk for suicide.

1: 35:37 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOUX asked for whom M. Beal s was testifying.

MR BEAL

S said he was speaking for hinself, for those who died in his

arms, and for those living in villages.

REPRESENTATI VE HI GA NS said he has been a nenber of the mlitary

for 11 years. H s heartache is that the governnment is "not
produci ng what they promsed wus." He asked whether the
resol ution would help in this regard.

1:37: 14 PM

VERDI E BOWNEN, Director, Ofice of Veteran Affairs, DWA, said
yes, the resolution will help because retired service nenbers
generally are invisible in the community. Producing recognition
such as this, and other nenorial events, wll often bring

veterans out into the community so other can see that they have
served. Sone veterans are silent about their service.

1: 38: 47 PM

TI M ARMBTRONG, Chief of Staff, Southeast District, Departnent of
Alaska Mlitary Oder of the Purple Heart, infornmed the
commttee he was speaking on behalf of the Order. The Mlitary
Order of the Purple Heart is a congressionally charted veterans'
organi zation conprised 100 percent of conbat veterans wounded or
killed in the theatre of war, and nany are awarded the nedal
post hunmously. The Order is a support nechanism aiding veterans
in obtaining the benefits and nedical attention they earned by
provi ding assistance, gui dance, and | egal representati on.
Al aska has the highest ratio of veterans to population in the
U.S., and veterans contribute to the health and econony of the
state. Alaska recognizes the value of veterans and their
contributions; in fact, Al aska was one of the first states to
award high school diplomas to veterans who interrupted their
education for service during Wrld VWar 11. Al aska has al so
est abl i shed nenorials and August 7 as Purple Heart Day holiday.
M. Arnstrong urged the commttee to support Al aska as a Purple
Heart State beside its other designations. For the benefit of
the commttee, he displayed his Purple Heart nmedal, which was
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awarded for wounds received during his service in Vietnham in
1968, and which was used as a nodel to craft the highway signs
along the Purple Heart Trail from Tok to Fairbanks.

1: 43: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD thanked M. Arnstrong for his service
and his testinony.

CO CHAIR LEDOUX thanked M. Arnstrong for his service and his
testinmony. After determining no one else wished to testify, she
cl osed public testinony.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES t hanked all who testified and all who cane
to her expressing interest and hope in this effort. The
resolution attenpts to express the gratitude of the state.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG appreciated all of the testinbny as co-
sponsor of the resolution. He relayed an experience that
occurred during his service in Vietnam

1:45: 45 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RI ENBOLD noved to report HCR 2 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HCR 2 was reported from the
House Special Comrittee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HB  59-M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN

1: 46: 32 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOQUX announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 59, "An Act relating to mssing vulnerable
adult pronmpt response and notification plans.”

1:47:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MAX GRUENBERG introduced HB 59 as the sponsor.
The bill wll <create a new system to help find mssing
vul nerable adults in a manner simlar to the Anber Alert system
which is used to locate mssing or abducted children. He

recalled simlar legislation |ast year received support in both
bodies of the legislature, and 29 other states have adopted an
alert system directed towards seniors or vulnerable adults. He
referred to supporting docunmentation provided in the commttee
packet . Representative G uenberg said the plan is inportant
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for Alaskan fanmlies because the weather and geography pose
obstacles to a search for vul nerable adults.

1: 50: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD noved to adopt HB 59, Version 28-
LS0260\ N, Strasbaugh, 2/18/13, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version N was before the conmttee.

1: 50: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG called attention to the definition of
vul nerabl e adul t in Ver si on N, whi ch ref erences AS
47.24.900(21), the statute that defines a vulnerable adult as a
person 18 years of age or older who, because of incapacity,
ment al illness, ment al defi ci ency, physi cal illness or
disability, advanced age, chronic wuse of drugs, chronic
i ntoxication, fraud, confinenent, or disappearance is unable to
nmeet the person's own needs or to seek help w thout assistance.

He said the bill is clear that the vulnerable adult is m ssing,
and that the purpose of the Silver Alert is to find the person
m ssi ng. The bill provides a new Section 2 which requires the

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA) to cooperate
with the Departnment of Public Safety (DPS) to use statew de and
local radio and television and other nedia to develop and
i npl enment pronpt response and notification plans for use by |aw
enforcenment, groups, and persons to locate a mssing vul nerable
adul t . Representati ve G uenberg continued to explain that the
notification pl ans i ncl ude st andar ds to det erm ne t he
circunstances under which a vulnerable adult wll be considered
mssing and the format, content, and distribution of related
reports. Al so, the plan nust determne where to inplenment the
plan and the voluntary participation by radio and television
broadcasters, newspaper publishers, and other comunication
nmedi a. Subpar agraph (b) contains tort imunity for radio and
tel evision broadcasters and publishers of conmmunication nedia.
Contained in the commttee packet are letters of support from
AARP Al aska Chapter, the Al aska Comm ssion on Aging, the Al aska
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, the Al aska Peace Oficers
Association, the Departnent of Health and Social Services
(DHSS), and a fiscal note from DPS.

1:55: 37 PM
REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD asked for an explanation on the

inclusion of the word "fraud" in the definition of wvulnerable
adul t .
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG explained that the word "fraud" was
added to a nunmber of statutes due to |egislation passed |ast
year that increased the protection of vulnerable adults who were
victinms of elder fraud. Although possible, it is unlikely fraud
will be the "triggering event" in the case of a mssing
vul nerabl e adul t.

REPRESENTATI VE HH GA NS asked for clarification on the anmendnent.
[In the commttee packet was a proposed anmendnment that was not
of fered].

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said the only itemin the anendnent is
on page 2, line 17, as follows: after "(3)" insert the word
“"the."

CO CHAI R LEDQUX asked whet her DWA or DPS have expressed support
for or opposition to the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE  GRUENBERG st ated hi s preference for t he
departnments to indicate their positions.

2:00: 20 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked whether the Silver Alert system
could be incorporated into the existing Anber Alert system in
order to reduce work for the departnents.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG advi sed the Anber Alert system does not
have statutory basis and the bill would put the Silver Alert
systeminto statute, ensuring a statew de procedure.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked if agencies were currently searching
for vulnerable adults on a voluntary basis.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG was unsure how regularly searches are
made out si de of Anchorage.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES surm sed the Anber Alert is working just
for children who live in cities. She asked whether the Anber
Alert also needs to be in statute and inpl enmented statew de.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG deferred to the departnent, although he
was told that the Amber Alert is successful as is, but the
Silver Alert wll benefit frompublicity and fromwitten plans.

2:03: 35 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD inquired as to how many people go
m ssing, and questioned the accuracy of a zero fiscal note when
the bill will result in extra work. She asked whether a report
of related costs will be nade to the legislature if the bill
passes and regul ations are witten.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said that would not be a problem
however, the departnments will report directly to the legislature
if there is a fiscal i mpact sufficient to warrant an
appropriation. In further response to Representative Reinbold,
he relayed the departnments do not anticipate the need for an
appropriation. He called attention to the 2/25/13 letter from
the Comm ssion on Aging stating that at |east 60 percent of
those with Al zheiner's disease wander at sone point during the
course of their disease and if not found within a 24-hour period
up to one-half of those wanderings may result in personal injury
or death. He offered to provide additional statistics.

2: 05: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES rel ayed her personal experience with her
not her-in-law who was afflicted with Al zheiner's disease. She
asked why HB 59 was referred to this commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expl ained the comrunication system
affected by the bill is under the energency nanagenent function
of DWA.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG in further response to Representative
Hughes, indicated he has not gathered statistics on veterans.

2:08: 46 PM

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deputy Commissioner, Ofice of the Conm ssioner
/ Adj utant GCeneral, DWA, acknow edged that the bill instructs
DWA to partner with DPS to acconplish the intent of the bill.
Currently, DWA partners with DPS on the Anber Alert, which

works well as it is presently inplenented. He opined this
| egislation is proposed because conmunities want to protect
vul nerable adults of all descriptions. An existing system

within DWA exists to send nessages in energency situations -
such as Anber Alerts and tsunam s, or other needed w despread
communi cation to the public - and this system can be used for
the proposed Silver Alert. M. Pierre advised that DPS will do
nost of work and there is no increased cost to DWA
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REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD restated her concern about the zero
fiscal note and asked for assurance that DWA wll inform the
| egislature if costs are incurred.

MR. PIERRE confirnmed that if the bill incurred costs known at
this tinme it would be reflected in the fiscal note. He pointed
out that DWA does not respond until the nmessage is spread
st at ewi de.
2:11:41 PM

REPRESENTATIVE HIGA NS surmised that DWA is a part of the
comuni cation process and asked how the nessage is comuni cated
to the public.

MR. PIERRE said the DWA process is two-fold: at the tinme of
any energency, DPS or DWA can put a nessage in the system for
di ssem nati on. In further response to Representative Higgins,
he explained that energency alert system (EAS) alerts are
broadcast on tel evision and radio.

REPRESENTATI VE HI GA NS advised that Florida has big signs over
t he hi ghways that display the nessage.

MR. PIERRE expressed his belief that there are three signs on
the road system in Alaska that "are plugged into the system"”
He clarified that the fiscal note addresses the action that is
prescribed by the legislation and does not address "future
wi shes or desires by the departnent.” In fact, if further
action is deened necessary, there nust be budget discussions.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expressed his appreciation to M.
Pierre for his work on the bill.

2:15: 27 PM
RCDNEY DI AL, Li eut enant, Deputy Comrander, A Detachnent,

Division of Alaska State Troopers, DPS, inforned the committee
DPS is neutral on HB 59 and supports the intent of the

| egi sl ation. However, the departnment is concerned about the
definition change regarding "vul nerable adult” that was brought
about by Senate Bill 86 during the last session of the
| egi sl ature. The aforenentioned change in the definition of
vul nerabl e adults included those believed to be incapacitated by
drugs or alcohol, and significantly increased the nunber of
potential alerts generated by the bill. An increased nunber of

alerts may discourage voluntary participation in the program and
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have a desensitizing effect on the public, thereby reducing the
effectiveness of the program In addition, the expansion of the
definition may result in the abuse of the system in donestic
situations. As a matter of fact, each year DPS receives reports
of mssing donestic partners who have intentionally severed

contact. Lieutenant D al advised that callers sonetines falsify
information in an attenpt to find someone. Use of the past
definition of vulnerable adult - "a person 18 years of age or

ol der who because of a physical or nental inpairnment is unable
to nmeet the person's own needs or to seek help wthout
assi stance" - could address these concerns.

CO CHAIR LEDOUX asked whether the expanded definition would
increase the fiscal note.

LI EUTENANT DI AL replied no, because the |egislation requires DPS
to maintain an emil, fax, and phone list that would be
di ssenm nated to regional dispatch centers, and after the format
is in place, a mnimal amunt of tine would be needed to
transmt the notifications. In fact, existing 24-hour regiona

di spatch centers currently process calls for m ssing persons and
the only change is the requirenment to use a notification
process.

2:19: 10 PM

LI EUTENANT DI AL concluded, saying that DPS takes all mssing
persons very seriously, supports the intent of HB 59, and stands
ready to assist with the legislation and its intent.

2:19: 44 PM

CO- CHAIR LEDOUX expressed her intention to hold HB 59 so the
sponsor can address the questions posed by DPS.

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked DPS for suggestions on how to change
the definition in order to inprove the |egislation.

LI EUTENANT DI AL said the definition in the original |egislation
proposed last year would suffice. The departnment needs
flexibility in order to use its experience and prevent abuse of
the system in a donestic situation. The original definition
provides sufficient latitude to enconpass those identified by a
Silver Alert as well as to offer protection in a donestic
si tuati on, or thoughtful action in the <case of chronic
inebriants. He restated the departnent's support for the intent
of HB 59.
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2:23:36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES agreed that desensitizing the public would
not be what the sponsor seeks to achieve.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked whether DPS suggests the use of
the definition in Senate Bill 179 proposed during the |ast
session of the |egislature.

LI EUTENANT DIAL indicated vyes, in the ~confines of this
| egislation and what would require notification, but DPS does
not want to change the definition of a vulnerable adult in
statute.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG advi sed the original definition used in
Senate Bill 179 and the subsequent commttee substitute by the
House was the identical definition as in HB 59.

LI EUTENANT DIAL was under the inpression that there was a
forthcom ng version of the Senate bill.

2:26: 02 PM
CO-CHAI R LEDOUX held HB 59 in conmttee.

Overview. Veterans' Transportation Project

2:26:21 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOQUX announced that the final order of business would
be a presentation by the Al aska Mbility Coalition.

2:28:13 PM
DAVI D LEVY, Executive Director, Alaska Mbility Coalition (AMO),

informed the commttee AMC is a private, non-profit nenbership
organi zation with 128 nenbers across the state that represents

and advocates for public and conmunity transportation. I t
provi des technical assistance and support to rural, private,
public, and non-profit transit systens. Menbers provide over
seven mllion rides annually, transporting Al askans to work,
school, and nedical appointnments [slide entitled, "Al aska
Mobility Coalition"]. The Veterans Transportation Project

sponsored by AMC began when the Governor's Coordinated
Transportation Task Force heard public testinony about a |ack of
transportation for veterans to access nedical care and job
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opportunities. State agencies that work with veterans cited the

duplication of service and |ack of coordination. I n addition,
transportation organizations were having difficulties assisting
vet er ans. From that, AMC becanme interested in reaching out to
veterans and enlisted personnel. Chal | enges were: eligibility
requirenents, mlitary cultural I ssues, denogr aphi cs, and
funding that restricted the coordination of transportation
[slides entitled, "VTP/Voices fromthe Community"]. Menbers of

AMC s statewi de task force are: transit providers in Anchorage
and Juneau; governnment agencies such as the Departnent of
Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA), the Al aska VA Healthcare
System (VA), the Depart nment of Transportation & Public
Facilities (DOTPF) and the Departnent of Labor & W rkforce
Devel opnent (DLWD); and private veterans' organi zations such as
Arnmed Forces YMCA, Vets Helping Vets, and the Al aska Veterans'
Foundation [slide entitled, "Veterans Transportation Advisory
G oup"]. After eight nonths of work, the advisory group has net
with the director of the U S. Departnent of Veterans' Affairs
Vet er ans' Transportation Service (VTS Pr ogr am provi ded
information at the Alaska Community Transit Conference; and
explored a new program forned to hire veterans for work in the
transit industry [slide entitled, "Activities and Progress to
Date"] . The second part of the project is putting veterans to
work with public transportation projects by using funds from a
state grant to obtain federal funds [slide entitled, "Al aska
Mobility Coalition's Veterans Transportation Project Gants:
CGetting Al askan Veterans to Work"]. The first grant was awarded
to DLMD to provide bus passes and vouchers for transportation to
work and job training facilities for veterans in Anchorage,
Fai rbanks, Wasilla, and Juneau [slide wth bullets beginning
with "RFP']. M. Levy thanked the legislature for its past
support.

2:34: 50 PM

ANDI NATI ONS, Pr oj ect Consul t ant, Veterans Transportation
Pr oj ect, said she served on the CGovernor's Coordinated
Transportation Task Force and heard of the needs of the
transportation providers who wanted to help veterans, but were

| ooking for funding sources. Furthernore, the veterans'
services were |limted and both groups benefitted from inproved
communi cation through the project. Sharing information at the

veterans' summt in Anchorage and other comrunications are
maki ng transportation nore available for veterans. For exanple,
transportation on mlitary bases has been extended to connect
with public transportation in Anchorage and Fairbanks. In
addition, VA signed a nmenorandum of wunderstanding wth the

HOUSE MLV COW TTEE - 16- February 28, 2013



Al aska Native Healthcare Systemto enable all veterans living in
renote areas to obtain services in their local community
heal thcare clinic and avoid the expense and fatigue of travel.
Ms. Nations concluded, saying collaboration will help veterans
with jobs and to keep in touch with national resources.

2:40: 41 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 2:40 p. m
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