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Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing of HB 67, answered
guesti ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:02: 27 PM

CO CHAIR GABRI ELLE LEDOUX called the House Special Committee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:02 p.m
Representatives Foster, Higgins, Hughes, Saddler, Reinbold,

Gruenberg, and LeDoux were present at the call to order.

HB 67-VI ETNAM VETERANS DAY

1: 03: 52 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOUX announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 67, "An Act establishing March 29 of each year
as Vi etnam Veterans Day."

1: 04:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE = STEVE  THOVPSON, Al aska State Legislature,
speaking as the sponsor of HB 67, related that HB 67 would
designate March 29th of each year as Vietnam Veterans Day. In
2012, the U. S. Senate and the President designated March 29th as
Vi et nam Vet er ans Day. March 29, 1973, was when all U S. troops
wi thdrew from Vi etnam and President N xon naned the day Vietnam
Vet erans Day. Representative Thonpson informed the commttee
that nearly 30 percent of Alaska citizens are mlitary veterans,
with the vast mgjority being Vietnam veterans. In fact,
Representative Thonpson related that he is a veteran of the
Vietnam era, although he spent all of his time at Fort
Wai nwri ght . He then rem nded the conmttee that when Vietnam
veterans returned they were ridicul ed. Therefore, it's time to
recogni ze that the Vietnam War was a 10-year conflict during
which many veterans scarified nuch. Representative Thonpson
enphasi zed that naming March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day is the
right thing to do.

1: 06: 19 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked whether there have been other

i nformal observances or custons associated with Mirch 29 in
Al aska or the nation.
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REPRESENTATI VE THOVMPSON reiterated that in 2012 the President
and the U S. Senate nanmed March 29 Vietnam Veterans Day. He
said he didn't have any history with regard to what other states
are doing. In further response, Representative Thonpson rel ated
his assunption that the VFWs, American Legion Posts, and
vari ous organizations mght have special cerenpnies or even
parades on the designated date. However, it would be left up to
the individual communities and groups to decide whether to
observe it or not.

1: 07: 37 PM

CO- CHAIR FOSTER asked whether there have been efforts to
designate a Vietnam Veterans Day in the past.

REPRESENTATI VE THOWPSON replied yes. In fact, last year simlar
| egi slation passed in the House but didn't make it through the
entire process.

1: 08: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES, noting that her husband is a Vietnam
veteran, thanked the sponsor for introducing HB 67. She noted
her husband rel ated stories of how he was not wel conmed hone when
he returned. She then asked the sponsor to repeat the
percentage of veterans in the state.

REPRESENTATI VE THOMPSON specified that nearly 30 percent of
Al aska's population is a mlitary veteran. In ternms of the per
capita nunber of veterans, Al aska is the highest in nation. He
said that he didn't know the nunber of veterans specifically
fromthe Vietnam War.

1: 09: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES expressed interest in the nunber of
Vi etnam veterans in the state. She then pointed out that HB 67
doesn't have an effective date, and asked if +the sponsor
considered getting the |egislation passed so that it would be in
effect in 2013, which is the 40th anniversary of the w thdrawa
of U S troops from Vi et nam

REPRESENTATI VE THOMPSON told the commttee that the Veterans
Caucus discussed that this norning; the hope is for HB 67 to
nove through the process such that the governor can sign it into
| aw on March 29.
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REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES remarked that the aforenentioned is a good
i dea that she hopes happens.

1: 10: 43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD i ndicated her support of passing the
legislation in enough tine to recognize Vietnam veterans this
year. She then inquired as to the feeling anongst Vietnam
vet erans about this proposal.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVWPSON responded that the Vietnam veterans he
has spoken with consider HB 67 to be a great idea.

1:11: 33 PM

BRODI E ANDERSON, Staff, Representative Steve Thonpson, Al aska
State Legislature, related that he spoke the wth Al aska
Vet erans Advisory Council (AVAC), which expressed support for HB
67 and indicated it nmay provide a resolution or letter of
support.

1:12: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER pointed out that supporting docunments in
the committee packet nmke a distinction between March 29 and
March 30.

MR. ANDERSON expl ai ned that early on, states that passed Vietnam
recognition days did so with a WlIlcone Hone Vietnam Vets
nmovenent designating March 30 as the day of recognition. The
idea was that the veterans left Vietnam on March 29 and woul d
arrive hone on March 30. Unfortunately, it becane apparent that
March 30 wasn't the best day to recognize Vietnam veterans
because March 30, 1972, was the first day the North Vietnanese
Arny violated the Paris Peace Accords and invaded South Vietnam
Furthernore, March 30, 1975, Da Nang fell to the North
Vi etnanese Arny. At that point, there was a shift to recognize
the actual day troops were withdrawn as is the case wth other
such days.

1:15: 01 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG pointed out that an effective date is

necessary for HB 67 to be effective this year. Therefore, he
expressed the need for the committee to adopt conceptually a
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title change and insert a Section 2 with an inmmediate effective
dat e.

1:15: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE THOVWPSON opi ned that Representative Guenberg's
proposal is an excellent idea that would ensure that the day
woul d be recogni zed this year.

1:15: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  GRUENBERG noved that the committee adopt
Conceptual Anendnent 1, such that an imediate effective date
woul d be inserted. There being no objection, Conceptua
Amendrent 1 was adopt ed.

1:16: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HUGHES asked who are the nenbers of the Veterans
Caucus and asked if they are veterans as well.

REPRESENTATI VE THOWPSON explained that the Veterans Caucus
consi sts of House and Senate | egislators who are veterans.

1:17: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER rel ated his understanding that cerenonies
and traditions of the mlitary are inportant. Al though it has
been a long time since the Vietnam War, the gesture and
sentinments are inportant and he | ooks forward to voting for this
| egi sl ati on.

1:18: 04 PM
REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER pointed out that this day of recognition
is special for the famlies as well, particularly in renmenbering
t hose | ost.

1:18: 27 PM

CO CHAI R LEDOUX comrented that this legislation is |ong overdue.
She then reflected on the wars since the Vietnam War, from which
she opined that people have |l earned to respect veterans.

1:19: 21 PM
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CO CHAIR LEDOQUX invited public testinony. Upon determ ning no
one wished to testify, closed public testinony.

1:20: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noved to report HB 67, as anended, out
of comittee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB

67(M.V) was reported from the House Special Commttee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1: 20: 23 PM
ADJ QURNMVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 1:20 p. m
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