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"An Act relating to certain federal statutes, regulations,
presidential executive orders, and secretarial orders; relating
to the duties of the attorney general; and providing for an
effective date.”

- HEARD & HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 33

"An Act adding definitions of 'gravity knife' and 'sw tchbl ade'’
to the crimnal law, and relating to reserving the authority to
regulate knives to the state wth Iimted exceptions for
muni ci palities to regul ate knives."

- MOVED HB 33 OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 104

"An Act relating to election practices and procedures; relating
to public records; relating to the election of an advisory
school board in a regional educational attendance area; and
providing for an effective date."

- HEARD & HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 63

"An Act extending the termnation date of the Board of Governors
of the Alaska Bar Association; and providing for an effective
date."

- ADOPTED JUDI Cl ARY LETTER OF | NTENT; HB 63 WAS REPORTED
FROM COW TTEE ON 2/ 25/ 13

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 83

SHORT TI TLE: FEDERAL REGULATI ONS & EXECUTI VE ORDERS
SPONSOR( S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) KELLER

01/ 22/ 13 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 22/ 13 (H JuD

02/ 08/ 13 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 08/ 13 (H Heard & Held

02/ 08/ 13 (H M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 18/ 13 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 18/ 13 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

02/ 25/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 25/ 13 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

02/ 27/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120
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BILL: HB 33
SHORT TI TLE: KNI VES, GRAVI TY KNI VES, & SW TCHBLADES
SPONSOR( S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) NEUMAN

01/ 16/ 13 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 7/ 13

01/ 16/ 13 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 13 (H) JUD

02/ 27/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HB 104
SHORT TI TLE: ELECTI ON PROCEDURES; REAA ADVI SORY BOARDS
SPONSOR(S): RULES BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

02/ 06/ 13 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

02/ 06/ 13 (H) STA, JUD

02/ 19/ 13 (H) STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 19/ 13 (H) Moved CSHB 104(STA) Qut of Committee

02/ 19/ 13 (H) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 20/ 13 (H) STA RPT CS(STA) NT 5DP 2NR

02/ 20/ 13 (H) DP:  HUGHES, |SAACSON, GATTIS, KREISS-
TOWKI NS, LYNN

02/ 20/ 13 (H) NR. M LLETT, KELLER

02/ 27/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HB 63

SHORT TI TLE: EXTEND BAR ASS' N BOARD OF GOVERNORS
SPONSOR( S):  HAWKER

01/16/13 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 13 (H) JUD, FIN

02/ 25/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 25/ 13 (H Moved Qut of Committee

02/ 25/ 13 (H) M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 27/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

W TNESS REG STER

CERAD G GODFREY, Appoi ntee

Violent Crinmes Conpensation Board (VCCB)

Eagl e River, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Violent
Cri mes Conpensation Board (VCCB).

WLLI AM J. GORDQON, Appoi ntee

Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar
Fai r banks, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of
Governors of the Al aska Bar.

ROBERT B. GROSECLOSE, Appoi nt ee

Comm ssi on on Judicial Conduct (CIC)

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Comm ssion on
Judi ci al Conduct (CJO).

ADAM R. TROVBLEY, Appoi ntee

Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of
Governors of the Al aska Bar.

JI M POUND, Staff

Representative Wes Kel | er

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Provi ded comrents on HB 83 on behalf of the
sponsor, Representative Keller.

M CHAEL C. COONS
Pal ner, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Urged support and passage of HB 83.

REPRESENTATI VE MARK NEUVAN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 33.

REX SHATTUCK St af f

Representati ve Mark Neuman

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Assisted with the presentation of HB 33 on
behal f of the sponsor, Representative Neuman.

TODD RATHNER, Director

Legislative Affairs

Knife Rights, Inc.

Tucson, Arizona

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Urged adoption of HB 33.

RAY THI BAULT, Oaner

Nort hern Knives
Anchor age, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments during discussion of
HB 33.

TOM WRI GHT, Staff

Representative M ke Chenaul t

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information regarding HB 104.

GAIL FENUM Al, Director

Central Ofice

D vi sion of Elections

O fice of the Lieutenant Governor

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions during discussion of
HB 104.

ALPHEUS BULLARD, Attorney

Legi sl ati ve Legal Counsel

Legi sl ative Legal and Research Services

Legislative Affairs Agency (LAA)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As the drafter of HB 104, provided conments
regardi ng Section 37 of the proposed commttee substitute (CS),
Version O

REPRESENTATI VE SHELLEY HUGHES

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 104, recommended a
change to Version O

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 06: 14 PM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Judiciary Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting to order at 1:06 p.m Representatives Keller, LeDoux,
Lynn, and Pruitt were present at the call to order.
Representatives MIlett and G uenberg arrived as the neeting was
in progress. Representative Foster was excused.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N& S) :
Vi ol ent Crines Conpensation Board

1: 07: 53 PM
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CHAI R KELLER announced that the conmittee would first consider
the reappointnent of Gerad G Codfrey to the Violent Crines
Conmpensati on Board (VCCB).

1: 08: 26 PM

GERAD G GODFREY, Appointee, Violent Crinmes Conpensation Board
(vceB), after mentioning that he's served on the VCCB for the
past 10 years and found it to be gratifying work, relayed that
his interest in serving on the VCCB stemed from his having
famly menbers that were the victins of a violent crine.

CHAI R KELLER rem nded nenbers that signing the reports regarding
appointnents to boards and commssions in no way reflects
i ndi vi dual nenbers' approval or disapproval of the appointees,
and that the nomnations are nerely forwarded to the full
| egi sl ature for confirmation or rejection.

[ The notion to advance from conmttee the nom nation of CGerad G
Godfrey to the Violent Crines Conpensation Board (VCCB) was
offered later in the neeting.]

Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar

1: 10: 29 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the commttee would next consider
the appointnment of WIlliam J. Gordon to the Board of Governors
of the Al aska Bar.

1: 10: 58 PM

WLLIAM J. GORDON, Appointee, Board of Governors of the Al aska
Bar - after relaying that he's been what he terned a "consuner"”
of legal services, and that while serving on the Al aska Judici al
Council (AJC), he gained know edge about the legal profession in
Al aska - indicated that he was encouraged by others to consider
serving on the Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar, and that he
beli eves he can be of help to that organization, having attended
two of its nmeetings thus far [as appointee]. In response to a
guestion, he noted that all of the Board of Governors' actions
are subject to approval by the Al aska Suprenme Court, and that
the Board of Governors is periodically subject to a sunset
review by the | egislature.
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[ The notion to advance from commttee the nomination of WIIliam
J. Gordon to the Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar was
offered later in the neeting.]

Commi ssi on on Judi ci al Conduct

1:16: 25 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the conmttee would next consider
the appointnment of Robert B. Goseclose to the Commi ssion on
Judi ci al Conduct (CJCO).

1:16: 47 PM

ROBERT B. GROSECLOSE, Appointee, Comm ssion on Judicial Conduct
(CQJC), nentioned that he's been a nenber of the Al aska Bar
Association (ABA) since 1976, having served in mny ABA
capacities, and that he has also served on the Al aska Judici al
Council (AJC) in the past. Characterizing Alaska' s judicial-
sel ection process as second to none in the nation, he said he'd
be happy to serve on the CJC in order to ensure that the
judicial performance of Alaska's judges conports with the |evel
of excellence that Alaska has set in place, because everyone
benefits from having a strong judiciary, and everyone has a part
to play in ensuring its continuance.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG disclosed that he's worked with M.
G oseclose in the past, and offered his belief that M.
Grosecl ose woul d be good as a nenber of the CIC

CHAIR KELLER again rem nded nenbers that signing the reports
regarding appointnents to boards and conmissions in no way
reflects individual nenbers' approval or disapproval of the
appoi ntees, and that the nomnations are nerely forwarded to the
full legislature for confirmation or rejection.

[ The notion to advance from commttee the nomi nation of Robert
B. Goseclose to the Conmi ssion on Judicial Conduct (CIC) was
offered later in the neeting.]

Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar

1: 26: 39 PM
CHAI R KELLER announced that the commttee would next consider

t he appointnent of Adam R Tronbley to the Board of Governors of
t he Al aska Bar.
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1: 27: 45 PM

ADAM R. TROVBLEY, Appointee, Board of Governors of the Al aska
Bar, relayed that he's been interested in serving the state in
sone capacity, and that he's always had an interest in the | aw

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG di scl osed that he knows M. Tronbl ey,
and offered his belief that M. Tronbley would do a good job
serving on the Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar.

MR. TROMVBLEY, in response to questions, concurred with M.
Gordon that all of the Board of Governors' actions are subject
to approval by the Alaska Suprene Court; offered his
understanding that a lot of Alaska's attorneys already conplete
nore hours of continuing |egal education (CLE) than is currently
required; and indicated that the Board of Governors doesn't |ike
the idea of a nulti-state bar exam nation because none of the
nation's | aw school s teach Al aska | aw specifically.

REPRESENTATI VE  LEDOUX  di scl osed that she's worked wth
M. Tronbley, and indicated concurrence wth Representative
G uenberg.

1:41: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN made a notion to advance from conmittee the
nom nations of: Cerad G CGodfrey to the Violent Crines
Conpensation Board (VCCB); WIlliam J. Gordon to the Board of
Governors of the Alaska Bar; Robert B. Goseclose to the
Comm ssion on Judicial Conduct (CIC); and Adam R Tronbley to
the Board of Governors of the Al aska Bar. There being no
objection, the confirmations were advanced from the House
Judi ci ary Standing Conm tt ee.

HB 83 - FEDERAL REGULATI ONS & EXECUTI VE ORDERS

1:42: 09 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 83, "An Act relating to certain federal statutes,
regul ations, presidential executive orders, and secretarial
orders; relating to the duties of the attorney general; and
providing for an effective date."

1: 42: 25 PM
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JIM POUND, Staff, Representative Ws Keller, Alaska State
Legi slature, on behalf of the sponsor, Representative Keller,
indicated that under HB 83, if the attorney general feels after
review that a federal statute, federal regulation, presidentia
executive order, or secretarial order is unconstitutional or was
not properly adopted in accordance wth federal statutory
authority, the attorney general shall notify the chairs of the
House and Senate Standing Judiciary Conmittees, which may then
consi der whether legislative action is warranted. In response
to a question, he explained that the attorney general's
notification would conme in the formof a report [as outlined in
Section 4's proposed new AS 44.23.020(h)(1)-(4)].

CHAIR KELLER, as the sponsor of HB 83 and in response to
comments, clarified that the bill itself doesn't specify what
| egislative action the House and Senate Standing Judiciary
Committees mght then take. In response to questions and
further comrents, he concurred that the bill basically addresses
notification, and expl ained that under Section 4 of the bill, it
woul d be mandatory for the attorney general - under the existing
process - to continue reviewing federal statutes, federa
regul ations, presidential executive orders, and secretaria
or ders. It is not his intention, he assured the comrttee, to
i npose a burden on the Departnent of Law (DOL) other than to
require it to furnish the aforenentioned report. He surm sed
that that's why the DOL has submitted a zero fiscal note for
HB 83.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expressed interest in having the DOL
address its fiscal note specifically in light of that reporting
requi renment.

1:51: 43 PM

MCHAEL C. COONS offered his belief that there is a general
m sconception that any statute passed by |legislators bearing the
appearance of |aw does indeed constitute the law of the |and
However, for any statute to be valid, it nust conport with the
U S Constitution - the suprene |aw of the land. He paraphrased
| anguage from select U S. Suprene Court rulings in support of
t hat concept:

Where rights secured by the Constitution are invol ved,
there can be no rul emaking or |egislation which would
abrogate them Mranda v. Arizona, 384 US. 436
(1966)
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An unconstitutional act is not a law, it confers no
rights; it i nposes no duties; it affords no
protection; it <creates no office; it is in |egal
contenplation as inoperative as though it had never
been passed. Norton v. Shelby County, 118 U. S. 425
(1886)

Certainly al | t hose  who have framed witten
Constitutions contenpl ate them as form ng t he
fundanmental and paranmount |law of the nation, and
consequently the theory of every such governnment nust
be that an act of the Legislature repugnant to the
Constitution is void. Marbury v. Mdison, 5 US 1
Cranch 137 137 (1803)

MR COONS, in conclusion, indicated disfavor wth certain
actions taken at both the state and federal |evel and distrust
of those taking the federal actions; referencing the Tenth
Amendnent to the U S. Constitution, offered his belief that the
bill could potentially stop such actions in the future and help
Al aska recover from those already taken; and urged full support
and passage of HB 83.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN questi oned whether any given neasure could
be rul ed unconstitutional by other than a supreme court.

CHAI R KELLER noted that sonme folks believe that others can and
shoul d do so.

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN indicated that he would be confortable

receiving a report from the attorney general as outlined under
Section 4 of the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG i ndicated favor with Sections 3 and 4
of the bill, but disfavor wth Section 2 of +the bill,
characterizing the |language therein that reads, "may not be
considered to preenpt a state |aw' as sonmewhat vague.

CHAI R KELLER ascertained that no one else wished to testify and
cl osed public testinmony on HB 83.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN sai d he supports HB 83.
The conmittee took a brief at-ease.

CHAIR KELLER, in response to coments, relayed that HB 83 would
be hel d over.
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HB 33 - KNI VES, GRAVITY KN VES, & SW TCHBLADES

2:05:33 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 33, "An Act adding definitions of 'gravity knife'
and 'switchblade' to the crimnal law, and relating to reserving
the authority to regulate knives to the state with limted
exceptions for nmunicipalities to regulate knives."

2:05:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MARK NEUMAN, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor,
indicated that HB 33 would clarify that [knives with a spring,
detent, or other nechanism designed to create a bias toward
cl osure, such as those on] hunting, fishing, and utility knives,
do not qualify as [either gravity knives or] swtchblades -
prohi bited under state law - and can therefore be owned |egally.
Rulings by the court indicate that Alaska's crimnal statutes
warrant clarification with regard to what constitutes a gravity
knife or a switchblade for purposes of prosecution, and so the
goal with HB 33 is to provide that clarification [by defining
those ternms in AS 11.81.900(b)]. He nentioned that sone other
states have also addressed this issue; characterized [knives
with a spring, detent, or other nechanism designed to create a
bias toward closure, such as those on hunting, fishing, and
utility knives] as inportant tools for working Al askans; offered
his belief that HB 33 would provide protection to Al askans who
carry such knives; and indicated that the bill also addresses
the state's right [to regul ate knives].

2:08: 20 PM

REX SHATTUCK Staff, Representative Mark Neuman, Alaska State
Legi slature, on behalf of the sponsor, Representative Neunan,
expl ai ned that Section 1 of HB 33 would add new paragraphs (65)
and (66) to AS 11.81.900(b), respectively defining the terns,
"gravity knife" and "sw tchblade"; both of these definitions
i ncl ude | anguage specifying that such a knife does not include
[one with a spring, detent, or other nechanism designed to
create a bias toward closure that requires a person to apply
exertion to the blade by hand, wist, or arm to overcone the
bias toward closure and open the bl ade]. Sections 2, 3, and 4
of HB 33 would, respectively, add a reference to knives to
AS 29.10.200(40) - addressing a limtation of home rule powers -
and to AS 29.35.145(a) and (b) - addressing the regulation of
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firearnms - thereby stipulating that the authority to regulate
knives is reserved to the state and Ilimting nunicipa
or di nances addressi ng knives.

VR. SHATTUCK explained that both AS 11.61.210(a)(5) and
AS 11.61.220(a)(5) - addressing the existing class A and class B
m sdeneanor crines of msconduct involving weapons in the fourth
and fifth degree, respectively - reference both gravity knives
and swi tchbl ades, but don't define them Again, Section 1 of
HB 33 woul d provide those definitions. He noted that nenbers’
packets contain a nmenorandum from Legi sl ative Legal and Research
Services that references two court cases wherein the [Al aska
Court of Appeals] nentioned Al aska's current |lack of a statutory
definition for the terms, "gravity knife" and "sw tchbl ade" -
State v. Weaver, 736 P.2d 781 (Alaska C. App. 1987), and State
v. Strange, 785 P.2d 563 (Alaska C. App. 1990). He offered his
understanding that under both federal I|aw and the bill's
proposed definition, a switchblade would not be a knife with a
spring, detent, or other nmechanism designed to create a bias
toward closure that requires a person to apply exertion to the
bl ade by hand, wist, or armto overcone the bias toward cl osure
and open the bl ade. He then denonstrated opening and closing
vari ous knives brought as exanpl es.

MR, SHATTUCK, in conclusion, ventured that HB 33 would protect
Al askans by providing definitions for the terns, "gravity knife"
and "swi tchbl ade”, and by ensuring that the laws pertaining to
kni ves are uni formthroughout Al aska.

2:19: 21 PM

TODD RATHNER, Director, Legislative Affairs, Knife R ghts, Inc
- mentioning that his organization has filed a |lawsuit against
the city of New York asserting civil rights violations, and has
been working at the local level in nunmerous states to address

uniformty in their laws pertaining to knives - offered his
belief that sonme people around the country are being wongfully
arrested for carrying a so-called illegal knife sinply because
of inadequate statutory/regulatory definitions. In a rural
state like Alaska, carrying a knife of sone kind, in addition to
being common, is practically a necessity, and HB 33 would

clearly define what is and what is not either a "gravity knife"
or a "switchblade", and would stipulate that the authority to
regul ate knives is reserved to the state, thereby elimnating
confusion for both |aw enforcenent and citizens. I n concl usion

he urged adoption of HB 33.
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2:21:40 PM

RAY THI BAULT, Owner, Northern Knives, expressed agreenent wth
the previous speakers, adding that as the owner of a retail
store selling knives, he is frequently asked to define what
constitutes a "gravity knife" or a "switchblade" and which
knives are legal to own/carry, and thus HB 33 would help by
clarifying what is nmeant by those terns.

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN, in response to a question and in
conclusion, indicated that the goal of HB 33 is to clarify state
law at it pertains to knives.

2:25.00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN noved to report HB 33 out of commttee with
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, HB 33 was reported from the House
Judi ciary Standing Comm ttee.

The commttee took an at-ease from2:26 p.m to 2:27 p.m

HB 104 - ELECTI ON PROCEDURES; REAA ADVI SORY BQARDS

2:27: 01 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 104, "An Act relating to election practices and
procedures; relating to the election of an advisory school board
in a regional educational attendance area; and providing for an
effective date.”" [Before the commttee was CSHB 104( STA). ]

2:27:45 PM

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN noved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 104, Version 28-GH1983\O, Bullard,
2/ 27/ 13, as the working docunent. There being no objection,
Version O was before the comm ttee.

2:28:24 PM

TOM WRI GHT, Staff, Representative Mke Chenault, Alaska State
Legislature, referred to Version Os proposed repeal and
reenact ment of AS 15.25.150 via Section 24, and expl ained that
this provision would address an issue that's arisen with regard
to candidates for political office seeking nomnation by
petition, whose nanes appear only on the ballot for the genera
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el ection and who [therefore may not necessarily have submtted
their docunments in tine to] be subject to the sane canpaign-
di scl osure [deadlines] as candidates whose nanmes appear on the
ballot for the primary election. Under Section 24's proposed
changes to AS 15.25.150, candidates seeking nom nation by
petition would be required to submt their docunents by June 1
and thereby be subject to the sanme canpaign-disclosure
[ deadl i nes] as al | ot her candi dat es [ except wite-in
candi dat es] .

CHAIR KELLER characterized Version Os Section 24 as an
i mprovenent .

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX indicated favor with Section 24's proposed
changes.

MR. WRIGHT nentioned that the Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion
(APQCC), after having spoken with the drafter, now concurs that
Section 24 acconplishes the intended goal. In response to
questions, he relayed that [Section 24 of the bill] would not
apply to wite-in candidates, and reiterated that its proposed
changes to AS 15.25.150 would result in all candidates [except
wite-in candidates] being subject to the sane disclosure
deadl i nes.

2:35:54 PM

GAIL FENUM Al, Director, Central Ofice, Dvision of Elections,
O fice of the Lieutenant Governor, added that under current | aw,
candi dates seeking nomnation by petition nust file their
[ declaration of candidacy] by June 1, and nust submt the
required docunents by 5:00 p.m on the day of the primry
el ecti on. Under both <current law and wunder Section 24's
proposed changes to AS 15.25.150, any candidate seeking
nom nation by petition who msses the June 1 deadline would

instead have to run as a wite-in candidate. In response to
further questions, she clarified that under existing Al aska | aw,
a candidate nmust [sign wunder oath] that he/she "is not a

candi date for any other office to be voted on at the primary or
general election and that the candidate is not a candidate for
this office under any other nomnating petition or declaration
of candidacy"; and <concurred that under Section 24, al
candi dates [except for wite-in candidates] would be subject to
t he sanme di scl osure deadli nes.

2:44: 06 PM
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ALPHEUS BULLARD, At t or ney, Legi sl ative Legal Counsel
Legislative Legal and Research Services, Legislative Affairs
Agency (LAA), as the drafter of HB 104, paraphrased Version Os
Section 37 - proposing to add a new subsection (h) to
AS 15.58.030 - and explained that its requirenents regarding
posting candi date photographs and statenents on the Division of
Election's Internet web site pertains to those of candidates
running for the office of US. President, U S. Vice President,
U S. senat or, uU. S representative, gover nor, | i eut enant
governor, state senator, or state representative, and to those
of judges and justices seeking retention; Version Os Section 37
reads:

(h) The Ilieutenant governor shall prepare and publish
on the division's Internet website the photograph and
statenent of a candidate for an office designated
under (a), (b), or (g) of this section. The
| i eut enant governor shall indicate that the photograph
and statenment are provided and paid for by the
candi dat e. A photograph and a statenent of a
candidate that have been tinely filed wth the
| i eutenant governor shall be published on the website
at least 15 days before an election at which the
candidate will appear on the ballot.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG questi oned whether Section 37 could be
changed to require candi dates' photographs and statenents to be
published on the web site earlier than 15 days before the
el ection.

M5. FENUM Al explained that 15 days was chosen because the
division knew it could neet that deadline, particularly given
that the majority of candidates submt itens on the very |ast
day possible, and it takes a great deal of tinme to get those
items into a format suitable for publishing as required.

Changing the bill such that those itenms would have to be
publ i shed imediately upon receipt, for exanple, would not be
practical for the division, she warned. In response to a

guestion, she indicated that the election panphlet for the
general election is available online about three weeks before a
general election, and that for |last year's primary election, for
exanpl e, candi dates' photographs and statenents were avail able
onl i ne about two weeks before the primary el ection.

REPRESENTATIVE PRU TT referred, then, to Sections 27-32 of

Version O - proposing changes to how vacancies in the office of
U S. senator or US. representative are filled, via conformng
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changes to AS 15.40.140, the creation of new AS 15.40.141 and
AS 15. 40. 142, and conf orm ng changes to AS 15.40. 160,
AS 15.40.165, AS 15.40.170, and AS 15.40.220 - and indicated
that the proposed new procedures and voting requirenments
pertaining to special elections and special runoff elections for
such congressional seats sonewhat nodel what occurs at the
muni ci pal level in Anchorage.

REPRESENTATIVE M LLETT referred, then, to what she terned,
"running from a safe seat,” and noted that incunbent state
representatives cannot, and that the bill doesn't yet address
t hat i ssue.

2:58: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  SHELLEY  HUGHES, Al aska State Legislature,
referring to Version Os proposed change to AS 15.20.081(e) -
deleting the reference to AS 15.20.081(h) contained therein -
and proposed repeal of AS 15.20.081(h) via Sections 9 and 41
respectively, requested that HB 104 be changed such that
[ proposed AS 15.20.081] would stipulate that [mailed] absentee
ballots may not be counted unless received by the close of
business on the fifteenth day after the election. Currently the
bill is proposing a ten-day deadline for [all such nmailed]
absentee ballots, whereas existing |aw provides for [both a ten-
day deadline for those absentee ballots mailed from within the
US., and] a fifteen-day deadline for those absentee ballots
mai l ed fromoutside the U S. or froma qualified overseas voter
She offered her understanding that for the 2012 election, for
exanpl e, several valid absentee ballots which were counted woul d
not have been under the bill's current proposed changes [to the
deadl i ne] . All who nmail in an absentee ballot, she opined,
should be subject to the sanme rules regardless of where they
mail their ballot from

[ HB 104, Version O was held over.]

HB 63 - EXTEND BAR ASS' N BOARD OF GOVERNORS

3:02: 45 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 63, "An Act extending the term nation date of the
Board of CGovernors of the Al aska Bar Association; and providing
for an effective date.” [HB 63 was previously reported fromthe
House Judiciary Standing Commttee on 2/25/13.]
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REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG nmade a notion to adopt a letter of
intent for HB 63, included in nmenbers' packets; that letter of
intent read in part [original punctuation provided]:

Letter of Intent to Acconpany House Bill 63 (Extend
Bar Associ ati on Sunset Date)

A critical function of the Al aska Bar Association is
t he conti nui ng | egal educati on (CLE) of its
menber shi p. CLE contributes to |awer conpetence and
benefits the public and the profession by ensuring
that attorneys remain current regarding the law, the
profession's obligations and standards, and the
managenent of their |aw practices.

Accordi ngly, the Alaska Legislature respectfully
recommends that the Al aska Suprenme Court increase the
nunber of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE)
credit hours for active nenbers of the Al aska Bar
Associ ati on.

Ofered in the House Judiciary Commttee--February 27,
2013.

REPRESENTATI VE PRUI TT obj ect ed.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expl ai ned that the letter of intent was
drafted by the Al aska Bar Association (ABA) at his request, and
that the letter nmerely asks the Al aska Suprene Court to increase
the nunmber of mandatory CLE credits required for nenbers of the
ABA.

CHAI R KELLER pointed out that currently HB 63 is only proposing
to extend the termnation date of the Board of Governors of the
Al aska Bar Associ ati on

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG, in response to coments, offered his
belief that it's very inportant to encourage the ABA "to do
this," and characterized HB 63 as a good vehicle by which to do
so.

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT renoved his objection to the notion.
CHAI R KELLER indicated that the letter of intent for HB 63 was

adopt ed. [HB 63 was previously reported from the House
Judi ciary Standing Conmttee on 2/25/13.]

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE -17- February 27, 2013



3:04: 33 PM
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Judiciary Standing Conmttee neeting was adjourned at 3:04 p.m
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