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COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1
“"An Act relating to issuance of drivers' licenses."

- HEARD & HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 69

"An Act exenpting certain firearns and firearm accessories in
this state from federal regulation; providing crimnal penalties
for federal officials who enforce or attenpt to enforce a
federal law, regulation, rule, or order regulating certain
firearns and firearm accessories in this state; and providing
for an effective date."

- MOVED CSHB 69(JUD) OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BILL NO 73

"An Act relating to the commencenent of actions for felony sex
trafficking and felony human trafficking; relating to the crine
of sexual assault; relating to the crime of unlawful contact;
relating to forfeiture for certain crines i nvol vi ng
prostitution; relating to the tinme in which to comence certain
prosecutions; relating to release for violation of a condition
of release in connection wth a crinme involving donestic
violence; relating to interception of private comunications for
certain sex trafficking or human trafficking offenses; relating
to use of evidence of sexual conduct concerning victinms of
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certain crines; relating to procedures for granting immnity to
a witness in a crimnal proceeding; relating to consideration at
sentencing of the effect of a crinme on the victim relating to
the time to nmake an application for credit for tine served in
detention in a treatnment program or while in other custody;
relating to suspending inposition of sentence for sex
trafficking; relating to consecutive sentences for convictions
of «certain crines involving child pornography or indecent
materials to mnors; relating to the referral of sexual felonies
to a three-judge panel; relating to the definition of 'sexua

felony' for sentencing and probation for conviction of certain
crines; relating to the definition of "sex offense" regarding
sex offender registration; relating to protective orders for
stal king and sexual assault and for a crine involving donestic
violence; relating to the definition of 'victim counseling
centers' for disclosure of certain conmunications concerning
sexual assault or donestic violence; relating to violent crines
conpensation; relating to certain information in retention
el ection of judges concerning sentencing of persons convicted of
felonies; relating to rem ssion of sentences for certain sexua

felony offenders; relating to the subpoena power of the attorney
general in cases involving the wuse of an Internet service
account; relating to reasonable efforts in child-in-need-of-aid
cases involving sexual abuse or sex offender registration;
relating to nmandatory reporting by athletic coaches of child
abuse or neglect; making conform ng anmendnents; anending Rul es
16, 32.1(b)(1), and 32.2(a), Alaska Rules of Crimnal Procedure,
Rule 404(b), Al aska Rules of Evidence, and Rule 216, Al aska
Rul es of Appellate Procedure; and providing for an effective
date."

- HEARD & HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 83

"An Act relating to certain federal statutes, regulations,
presidential executive orders, and secretarial orders; relating
to the duties of the attorney general; and providing for an
effective date.”

- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 1

SHORT TI TLE: REQUI REMENTS FOR DRI VER S LI CENSE
SPONSOR( S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) LYNN, HAWKER, CHENAULT, JOHNSON
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01/16/13 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 7/ 13

01/16/13 (H) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/16/13 (H) STA, JUD

01/ 29/ 13 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

01/ 29/ 13 (H Moved CSHB (STA) Qut of Conmittee

01/ 29/ 13 (H M NUTE( STA)

01/30/ 13 (H) STA RPT CS(STA) 7DP

01/ 30/ 13 (H DP: HUGHES, M LLETT, | SAACSON, KELLER,
GATTI S, KRElI SS- TOWI NS, LYNN

02/ 18/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HB 69

SHORT TITLE: EXEMPT FI REARMS FROM FEDERAL REGULATI ON
SPONSOR(S) :  REPRESENTATI VE(S) CHENAULT

01/ 16/ 13 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 13 (H JUD

01/ 18/ 13 (H Bl LL REPRI NTED 1/17/13

02/ 08/ 13 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 08/ 13 (H Heard & Hel d

02/ 08/ 13 (H M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 18/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120
BILL: HB 73

SHORT TI TLE: CRIMES; VICTIMS;, CH LD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
SPONSCR(S): RULES BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

01/ 16/ 13 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 13 (H JUD, FIN

02/ 01/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 01/ 13 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 01/ 13 (H M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 11/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 11/ 13 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 11/ 13 (H M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 18/ 13 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

W TNESS REG STER

FORREST WOLFE, Staff

Representative Bob Lynn

Al aska State Legislature

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Assisted with the presentation of HB 1 on
behal f of one of the joint prine sponsors, Representative Lynn.

AMY ERI CKSON, Director
Di vision of Mdtor Vehicles (DW)
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Depart ment of Adm nistration (DOA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments during discussion of
HB 1.

KATHLEEN STRASBAUGH, Att or ney

Legi sl ative Legal Counsel

Legi sl ati ve Legal and Research Services

Legi slative Affairs Agency (LAA)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: As the drafter, responded to a question
during di scussion of HB 1.

Rl CHARD SVOBCDNY, Deputy Attorney Ceneral

Central Ofice

Crimnal Division

Depart ment of Law (DQL)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Rel ayed that no constitutional problens
have been found wth HB 1.

MATTHEW KERR
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HB 1.

DEAN WAUSON

Eagl e River, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments during discussion of
HB 1.

JEFFREY LANDFI ELD
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Expressed concerns with HB 1.

REPRESENTATI VE M KE CHENAULT

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 69.

THOVAS WRI GHT, St aff

Representati ve M ke Chenaul t

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 69, explained the
changes incorporated into the proposed commttee substitute
(CS), Version O on behalf of the sponsor, Representative
Chenaul t.
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LYNN WLLIS
Eagl e River, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HB 69.

Rl CHARD SVOBCDNY, Deputy Attorney Ceneral

Central Ofice

Crimnal Division

Depart ment of Law (DQL)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 73, responded to
i ssues rai sed.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 03: 22 PM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Judiciary Standing Conmmttee
neeting to order at 1:03 p.m Representatives Keller, Lynn,
MIllett, and Foster were present at the <call to order.

Representatives Pruitt, Guenberg, and LeDoux arrived as the
neeting was in progress.

HB 1 - REQUI REMENTS FOR DRI VER S LI CENSE

1: 04:19 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 1, "An Act relating to issuance of drivers'
licenses.” [Before the commttee was CSHB 1(STA). ]

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN, as one of the joint prime sponsors,
characterized HB 1 as a "commonsense bill" and explained that
under it: the Division of Mdtor Vehicles (DW) would be able to
issue a foreign person a driver's license for a period of |ess
than five years if the person is authorized to stay in the
United States for less than five years or indefinitely; and the
foreign person, [for a period of up to five years after the

license is first issued,] my be able to renew the |icense
wi thout fee, though if the period of authorized stay is
indefinite, the license shall have to be renewed yearly. He

offered his wunderstanding that wunder current law, a foreign
person who is authorized to stay in the country for less than
five years can still obtain a driver's license that's valid for
five years, and opined that this doesn't any nake sense. I n
conclusion he surmsed that the DWW would be capable of
conplying with HB 1.
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1: 06: 19 PM

FORREST WOLFE, Staff, Representative Bob Lynn, on behalf of
Representative Lynn, one of the joint prine sponsors of HB 1,
pointed out that it's the federal governnent that determ nes how
long foreign persons may legally stay in the United States, and
remar ked that the state should not be issuing [driver's |icenses
that are valid] in excess of such federally-authorized |engths

of stay. House Bill 1 would authorize the DW to issue driver's
licenses with durations of Iless than five years in certain
ci rcunst ances. He offered his wunderstanding that wunder the
bill, foreign persons whose federally-authorized |ength of stay

is less than five years would have their driver's license expire
at the same tine as the authorized length of stay; that this
reflects best practice according to the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Admnistrators (AAMWA); and that 36 other states
and the District of Colunbia have simlar |aws/regulations.

MR. WOLFE, too, noted that wunder the bill, renewal of such
driver's licenses would be without fee for a period of up to
five years after the license is first issued; and that if the
period of authorized stay is indefinite, the |icense shall have
to be renewed yearly. House Bill 1 addresses only driver's
licenses, not State-issued identification (1D cards, and
woul dn't change how a person obtains a driver's |license, or what
docunentation shall be required by the DW. If a person uses
what he referred to as "immgration" docunentation to establish
hi s/her identity, however, then the DW shall issue a driver's
license with the sanme expiration date as wused in that
docunent ati on. Simlar legislation, he noted in conclusion,
passed the House during the last |egislature. In response to a
question, he offered his belief that HB 1 would not negatively
i npact people living in rural Alaska any nore than it would
those living el sewhere in Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT referred to a letter in nenbers' packets
from attorney Margaret Stock expressing points of concern wth
HB 1 and noting that simlar laws in other states have not
wi t hstood |egal challenge, and questioned whether research has
been conducted into the constitutionality of HB 1, into whether
the DW would be able to conply the bill, and into how the bil
woul d i npact Al aska's forei gn seasonal workers.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN reiterated that HB 1 would provide the DW

with the authority to issue driver's licenses with durations of
| ess than five years.
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1:13: 47 PM

AMY ERICKSON, Director, Division of Mtor Vehicles (DW),
Department of Admnistration (DOA), relayed that none of the
DW's practices would change under HB 1, and that DW enpl oyees
have been trained to deal wth the docunents required for
driver's licenses.

1: 14: 42 PM

KATHLEEN  STRASBAUGH, At t or ney, Legislative Legal Counsel ,
Legislative Legal and Research Services, Legislative Affairs
Agency (LAA), in response to a question, said she herself was
not aware of any challenges to laws simlar to that being
proposed by HB 1.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG di scl osed that he knows Ms. Stock, an
expert in immgration law and a forner professor at the United
States Mlitary Acadeny West Point. He then suggested that the
title of HB 1 be narrowed.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN sai d he woul d not object to doing so.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG expressed concern that HB 1 could
result in practical problems for those living in communities
t hat do not have a DW office.

1:19:42 PM

RI CHARD SVOBODNY, Deputy Attorney General, Central Ofice,
Crimnal Division, Departnment of Law (DOL), relayed that the DCL
has reviewed HB 1 and has found no constitutional problens
withit.

CHAIR KELLER observed that the bill itself doesn't address
docunent ati on.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDQOUX, in response to a question, noted that the
af orenentioned letter from Ms. Stock includes a statistic from
the Center for Mgration Studies indicating that Al aska's
unaut hori zed i mm grant population is |l ess than 5,000 peopl e.

REPRESENTATI VE GCRUENBERG poi nt ed out t hat exi sting
AS 28.15.101(c)(1) says that a driver's license may not be
renewed by mail if the nost recent renewal was by nmail, and
surm sed, therefore, that under HB 1, a foreign person would
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have to renew his/her driver's license in person at a DW office
at |east every other tinme he/she renews it. This could becone
onerous for those living in rural Al aska.

1: 25: 39 PM
MATTHEW KERR opined that HB 1 would needlessly bloat Al aska's

bur eaucracy, would slow down processing at the DWW, and would
cause a lot of trouble to people who are following the law - al

to solve a nonexistent problem in Al aska. He questioned the
| egislature's goal in limting the validity of sonme driver's
| i censes. If it's not to address an inmgration issue, then

what type of driving violation would warrant such a limtation?
Wuld the State of Alaska prefer that foreign people sinply
continue to use their foreign driver's |icenses? For many
i ndividuals, the period of legal presence in the United States
can change on a daily/weekly basis, often changing faster than
t he associ ated docunentation. Even under existing law, a friend
of his in the <country legally, he relayed, had to go
"DW shopping” in order to find DW personnel who could
conprehend his conplete and correct docunentation. It appears
that the concept of HB 1 is derived from a sinplified and
utopian view of US. immgration law, a view that fails,
however, to conprehend what an expensive, bureaucratic ness HB 1
woul d create. In conclusion, he said he supports having the
drivers who share the road with him pass the DW's exam nation
requi renents, but doesn't support punishing foreign persons who
are in the country legally, and that that is why he opposes
HB 1.

1:28: 05 PM

DEAN VWAUSON - after referring to points raised in the
aforenentioned letter by M. Stock and by previous testifiers,
and nmentioning that he enforces federal inmgration |aws -

characterized HB 1 as a comonsense piece of |egislation, and
offered his belief that it wouldn't cause any problenms for the
DW or increase anyone's costs.

1: 33:18 PM

JEFFREY LANDFI ELD said he doesn't think that Alaska has a
probl em needing to be solved by HB 1, and that he believes the
bill would massively increase bureaucracy. Mentioning that he
has a lot of foreign friends in the country legally under
different statuses, he, too, offered an exanple of a foreign
person, a student, in the country legally who couldn't get DW
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per sonnel to conprehend the docunentation provided. He
characterized HB 1 as having everything to do with inmgration,
and said he doesn't think that the DW is equipped to deal wth
such a conplex issue. In conclusion, he reiterated that he
doesn't think a problem exists in Al aska, and predicted that
HB 1 would instead cause problens, and would be expensive and
burdensone for the people it applies to.

CHAI R KELLER observed that the DW has subnmtted a zero fiscal
note for HB 1.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN, in conclusion, said that wunder HB 1,
foreign persons would have their driver's license expire at the
sane time as their foreign docunentation; that this reflects
best practice; and that other states have passed sinmlar |aws.

MR.  LANDFI ELD pointed out, however, that such docunentation
woul dn't necessarily reflect the nost wup-to-date information
about the foreign person's status and | egal presence.

CHAIR KELLER <closed public testinony, and relayed that
[CSHB 1(STA)] woul d be held over.

HB 69 - EXEMPT FI REARMS FROM FEDERAL REGULATI ON

1:38:11 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 69, "An Act exenpting certain firearns and
firearm accessories in this state from federal regulation;
providing crimnal penalties for federal officials who enforce
or attenpt to enforce a federal law, regulation, rule, or order
regulating certain firearns and firearm accessories in this
state; and providing for an effective date.” [Left pending from
the hearing on 2/8/13 was the notion to adopt the proposed
commttee substitute (CS) for HB 69, Version 28-LS0290\N,
Strasbaugh, 2/4/13, as the working docunent; included in
menbers' packets was a new proposed CS for HB 69, Version 28-
LS0290\ O, Strasbaugh. ]

1:38:45 PM
REPRESENTATI VE LYNN withdrew his notion to adopt the proposed

commttee substitute (CS) for HB 69, Version 28-LS0290\N,
Strasbaugh, 2/4/13, as the working docunent.
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REPRESENTATI VE LYNN then noved to adopt the proposed CS for
HB 69, Version 28-LS0290\ O, Strasbaugh, as the working docunent.
There being no objection, Version O was before the commttee.

1: 39: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M KE CHENAULT, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor,
rel ayed that Version O of HB 69 incorporates changes addressing
concerns raised about taxation and retroactivity.

1: 39: 47 PM

THOMAS WRI GHT, Staff, Representative M ke Chenault, Al aska State
Legi slature, on behalf of the sponsor of HB 69, Representative
Chenault, explained that to ensure continuation of certain
federal funding, the language in Section 1's paragraph (1)
referencing the taxation of firearns and amunition has been
removed; and that to address an ex post facto problem the
| anguage stipulating t hat Section 5's pr oposed new
AS 44.99.500(f) is retroactive to January 1, 2013, has been
renoved.

1:43:14 PM

LYNN WLLIS said he opposes HB 69 and its concept because it
woul d nake felons out of |aw abiding Al askans enployed by the
federal governnent, including Al aska's congressional del egation.
How woul d |l egislators feel if a nmunicipality passed an ordi nance
stipulating that State Ilaws are unenforceable wthin the
muni ci pality and that those who create/enforce such laws are
crimnals? Wth regard to the bill's attenpt to nullify federal
| aw, he asked nenbers to consider that over 600,000 Americans
died between 1861 and 1865 when «certain southern states
attenpted it. Furthernore, nultiple federal court rulings don't
uphol d the concept. The federal governnent, he predicted, isn't
going to just stand by and allow nullification or allow the
puni shrent of federal enployees for enforcing federal |aw.

MR WLLIS added:

| served 22 years as a nenber of the Al aska National
Guard; as a federal civil servant and as an active

duty nenber, | served with federal marshals, federal
civil service enployees, as well as state troopers and
Anchorage police officers - we were all guardsman.

What would you have us do under the concept of this
bill? Arrest each other?
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MR. WLLIS, in conclusion, nentioned that he's submtted witten
testinmony in opposition to HB 69, and surm sed that passage of
HB 69 would illustrate to all Al askans enployed by the federal
government just how they can expect to be treated by the
| egi sl ature.

CHAIR KELLER, after ascertaining that no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 69. He indicated favor
with HB 69.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG warned that federal enployees wll
enforce federal law, and therefore any Al askans who rely on
HB 69 to protect them from such enforcenent shall nonethel ess
end up in federal court and perhaps be convicted of a federal
crine. This is sonething he 1is loath to subject his
constituents to, he relayed, and therefore, for this reason as
wel | as because the bill is both unconstitutional and
unenforceable, he would be voting against the bill regardless
that he disapproves of the federal governnent's actions. Sone
ot her approach should be taken, he opined, such as striving to
have federal |aw changed.

1:52: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN noved to report the proposed CS for HB 69,
Version  28-LS0290\ Q, St rasbaugh, out of commttee wth
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, CSHB 69(JUD) was reported from the
House Judiciary Standing Comm ttee.

The conmmttee took an at-ease from1:53 p.m to 1:56 p.m

HB 73 - CRIMES;, VICTIMS;, CH LD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

1:56:11 PM

CHAI R KELLER [announced that the final order of business would
be] HOUSE BILL NO 73, "An Act relating to the comrencenent of
actions for felony sex trafficking and felony human trafficking;
relating to the crime of sexual assault; relating to the crine
of unlawful contact; relating to forfeiture for certain crines
involving prostitution; relating to the tinme in which to
commence certain prosecutions; relating to release for violation
of a condition of release in connection with a crinme involving
donmestic viol ence; relating to interception of private
conmuni cations for certain sex trafficking or human trafficking
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of fenses; relating to use of evidence of sexual conduct
concerning victins of certain crinmes; relating to procedures for
granting imunity to a wtness in a crimnal proceeding;
relating to consideration at sentencing of the effect of a crine
on the victim relating to the tine to nake an application for
credit for tinme served in detention in a treatnent program or
while in other custody; relating to suspending inposition of
sentence for sex trafficking; relating to consecutive sentences
for convictions of certain crimes involving child pornography or
i ndecent materials to mnors; relating to the referral of sexual
felonies to a three-judge panel; relating to the definition of
"sexual felony' for sentencing and probation for conviction of
certain crimes; relating to the definition of "sex offense"
regarding sex offender registration; relating to protective
orders for stal king and sexual assault and for a crime involving
donmestic violence; relating to the definition of ‘'victim
counseling centers' for disclosure of certain communications
concerning sexual assault or donestic violence; relating to
violent crinmes conpensation; relating to certain information in
retention election of judges concerning sentencing of persons
convicted of felonies; relating to rem ssion of sentences for
certain sexual felony offenders; relating to the subpoena power

of the attorney general in cases involving the use of an
Internet service account; relating to reasonable efforts in
child-in-need-of-aid cases involving sexual abuse or sex

of fender registration; relating to mandatory reporting by
athletic coaches of child abuse or neglect; making conformng
anmendnents; anending Rules 16, 32.1(b)(1), and 32.2(a), Al aska
Rules of Crimnal Procedure, Rule 404(b), Al aska Rules of
Evi dence, and Rule 216, Al aska Rules of Appellate Procedure; and
providing for an effective date."

1: 56: 37 PM

RI CHARD SVOBODNY, Deputy Attorney General, Central Ofice,
Crimnal Division, Departnment of Law (DOL), relayed that he
woul d be addressing issues raised during the last two hearings
on HB 73. Wth regard to Sections 1 and 20-21 of HB 73 - which
woul d reverse the Al aska Court of Appeals decision in Collins v.
State, 287 P.3d 791 (Al aska App. 2012), wherein for purposes of
sentencing a person convicted of a felony sex offense, the
court, based on a 2006 legislative letter of intent acconpanying
| egislation increasing the presunptive sentencing ranges for
felony sex offenses, msinterpreted the legislature's intent and
instead established non-statutory mtigating factors that
resulted in the perpetrator, wunder standards different than
those used for other felony crimes, going before a three-judge
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panel for sentencing - he explained that the Al aska Suprene
Court has since agreed to review the Al aska Court of Appeals’
decision in Collins. Sections 1 and 20-21, as currently worded,
woul d ensure that the legislature's intent is followed in the
meant i me.

MR. SVOBODNY, with regard to Section 13 of HB 73 - excluding
evidence of a sex-offense victims sexual conduct occurring

either before or after the offense took place, limting when a
defendant may apply to have such evidence admitted regardless to
not later than five days before ¢trial, and providing an

exception to that limtation if the request is based on evidence
admtted at trial that was not available to the defendant before
trial - explained that this provision would ensure that the sex-
of fense victim has been given a fair opportunity beforehand to
prepare for the disclosure of such evidence during trial if the
court chooses to allow it. In response to comments and
guestions, he acknow edged that Section 13 would result in an
indirect court rule change, and nentioned that a change is being
made to the Senate conpanion bill in order to address a concern
that such evidence [could be nmade available to the defendant
before the trial but after the five-day deadline has passed].
No |onger does the court give instruction to the jury that a
rape victims history of promscuity ought to be taken into
account when determ ning whether to convict the perpetrator, but
it was just such comonly-given instruction that has since
resul ted in t he est abl i shnment of certain protections
specifically for sex-offense victins.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX expressed disfavor wth Section 13's
proposed changes.

REPRESENTATIVE M LLETT indicated favor wth Section 13's
proposed changes.

2:33: 51 PM

MR. SVOBODNY, with regard to Section 36 of HB 73 - expanding the
list of circunstances for which the court nay determ ne that
reasonable efforts to reunite a child with his/her famly need
not be taken by the Ofice of Children's Services (OCS), to
i nclude circunstances wherein the court has found by clear and
convincing evidence that the parent or guardian has conmtted
sexual abuse against that child or against any of his/her other
children, or is registered or required to register as a sex
of fender - explained that for purposes of receiving certain
federal funding, such a provision mnust now be included in
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statute. In response to conmments and a question, he indicated
that he woul d research whether any other circunstances should be
added to the list being expanded by Section 36, and offered his
understanding that all but one of the sex offenses for which
soneone nust register as a sex offender are felony-I|evel
of f enses.

MR. SVOBODNY, with regard to Sections 14-15 and 43-44 of HB 73 -
changing the procedure used when determ ning whether a wtness
in a crimnal prosecution is entitled to transactional immunity
under the Fifth Amendnent to the U S. Constitution, such that
the judge would be required to speak with the wtness about
hi s/ her testinony before deciding whether to grant the imunity,
and be required to enter findings of fact and conclusions of |aw
in a sealed witten order, and the state would be allowed to
appeal the judge's decision - explained that these provisions
are intended to correct problens that have arisen as a result of
how sone judges and defense attorneys have been approaching the
issue of transactional imunity. Sone judges have been
threatening to dismss the underlying crimnal case when the
attorney general chooses not to grant a particular wtness
transactional immunity, and sonme defense attorneys in donestic
vi ol ence cases have inproperly raised the issue of transactional
immunity and then purposely disclosed a witness's confidential
i nformation. In response to coments and questions, he
i ndicated that the DOL views the changes proposed by
Sections 14-15 and 43-44 as the best approach to address such
pr obl ens.

[HB 73 was hel d over. ]
3:00: 32 PM
ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Judi ciary Standing Conmittee nmeeting was adjourned at 3:00 p. m
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