ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
HOUSE SPECI AL COVW TTEE ON FI SHERI ES
March 27, 2014
10: 12 a. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Paul Seaton, Chair
Representative Eric Feige
Representative Lynn Gattis
Representative Craig Johnson
Representative Kurt O son
VEMBERS ABSENT

Representati ve Bob Herron
Represent ati ve Jonat han Krei ss- Tonki ns

COWM TTEE CALENDAR
CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N S) :

Al aska Commrerci al Fisheries Entry Commi ssion

Bruce Twom ey - Juneau
- CONFI RVATI ON(S) ADVANCED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REG STER
BRUCE TWOMLEY, Appoi ntee
Al aska Commerci al Fisheries Entry Comm ssion
Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Spoke as an appointee to the Al aska
Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

10: 12: 49 AM

CHAIR PAUL SEATON <called the House Special Conmittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 10:12 a.m Representati ves
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Seaton, Feige, dson, Johnson, and Gattis were present at the
call to order.

10: 13: 00 AM

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N S) :
Al aska Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion

10: 13: 15 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the only order of business would be
a confirmation hearing for the Al aska Conmercial Fisheries Entry
Conmi ssi on.

10: 13: 58 AM

BRUCE TWOWMLEY, Appointee, Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry
Comm ssion, said that he was first appointed to the conm ssion

in 1982. He relayed that he had had the opportunity for
participation in the limtation to 35 fisheries, while witing
nore than 3,000 decisions. He discussed the risks for
adj udi cating cases before the limted entry comm ssion, as the
Suprene  Court could reverse a decision and apply it
retroactively. This would require the commssion to re-open
cases previously closed and accept new applications. He said
that this had not happened during his tenure, as they had not
| ost any Suprenme Court deci sions. He reported that there were
68 Ilimted fisheries and from the applications to those

fisheries, there were currently 30 cases pending, which he
surm sed woul d be adjudicated before the end of 2016. He stated
that he would welconme the opportunity to continue in this
process.

10: 16: 22 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked to compare the conmssion's current yearly
load to that in the past.

MR. TWOMLEY, in response, said that in 1990 there were about 900
cases before the comm ssion, and there was a statutory duty to
limt fisheries. As these newly limted fisheries generated
appeal s, the conm ssion had an unnanageable case |oad, and a
triage approach was adopted to accept the nobst critical cases.
Those were the cases under the nost pressure, as the right to
fish was at stake. He declared that the current case |oad was
30, and could be addressed in an orderly way. He offered his
belief that these adjudications could be conpleted by the end of
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2016. He pointed out that the nost difficult cases seened to
conme at the end, and he offered an exanple of an existing case.
He directed attention to the Kuzmn case [Included in nenbers

packets] which had required that individual fish tickets be
examned and it was a very difficult case. He reported that the
hearing officer made sone statenments on the record that the
conmi ssion had to distance thenselves from He declared that
this case affected two applicants, was the l|ast case to be
decided in this fishery, and represented the -equal of 15
i ndi vi dual cases. Wiile this case was pending, there were 13
ot her applicants that also needed resol ution. He stated that
this application was denied and was not appealed, so that the
other 13 permts could be granted, and the fishery could be
cl osed. He declared that this was "a big deal to us." He
shared that the renmmining cases were simlar, as they were on
track to close a nunber of other fisheries.

CHAI R SEATON, reflecting on the 2012 report, asked if this was
one of those three adjudication cases.

MR. TWOMLEY clarified that the Kuzm n case was a 2013 case. In
response to Chair Seaton, he said there were 30 cases renaining,
with 7 before hearing officers and 23 still before the
commi ssi on.

10: 20: 57 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked about nmaintenance of a manageabl e workl oad
given the budget restrictions being projected over the upcom ng
10 years. He asked whether M. Twom ey would offer constructive
criticism regarding the wsdom for integrating the Al aska
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commssion into a division of the
Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane, so there were not two
di fferent conputer systens for |icensing.

MR. TWOMLEY replied that he "would be happy to participate in
t hat process."”

CHAI R SEATON reported that future discussion to this end would
be done in a critical manner to find efficiencies wthout
unnecessary burdens.

10: 22: 47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE referenced the resume submtted by M.
Twonm ey, noting his experience as a VISTA volunteer in 1972-73,
and asked what he had done as a vol unteer.
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MR.  TWOMLEY explained that he had worked for Alaska Legal
Services in Bush Alaska as a VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
Anerica) volunteer, and that he had subsequently been hired by

Al aska Legal Servi ces. He reported that he had represented a
nunmber of native allotnent applicants, as well as fishernen
before the entry conmm ssion. In further response to

Representative Feige, he said that his travel within Al aska had
been extensive, and included tine in nore than 50 vill ages.

10: 24: 13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEI GE noved to forward the confirmation of Bruce
Twom ey as appointee to the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry
Comm ssion for consideration in a joint session of the House and

Senat e. He noted that each nenber's signature on the
committee's report in no way reflects the nenber's vote during
the joint floor session. There being no objection, the

confirmati on was advanced.

10: 24: 36 AM

ADJ QURNMVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 10:24
a. m
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