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Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with official neutrality on HB
18, and responded to questions.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

10: 09: 56 AM

CHAIR PAUL SEATON called the House Special Conmittee on
Fi sheries neeting to order at 10:09 a.m Present at the call to
order were Representatives Seaton, Gattis, Kr ei ss- Tonki ns,
Fei ge, Herron, and d son.

HB 18- PERSONAL USE FI SHING PRIOCRITY

10: 10: 56 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 18, "An Act providing priority to personal use
fisheries when fishing restrictions are inplenmented to achieve a
managenent goal . "

10:11: 54 AM

BILL STOLTZE, Al aska State Legislature, presented HB 18 stating
that the subject of this bill has been introduced over multiple
| egi sl ative sessions out of concern for the way in which sone
fisheries are being nanaged and the need to prioritize Al askan
resident fishing needs. The response by the Board of Fisheries
(BOF), when escapenent goals are not being net in the Susitna
drai nage area, is to |ower the goals, which he opined is so non-
sensible "they mght as well make it zero." It is an issue that
can wait no longer to be addressed despite perceptions that it
may be legislative intrusion into the BOF process. He said that
in a time of shortage Al askan residents fishing for personal or

subsi stence use should be given first priority. The system in
the Susitna region is broken, he stressed, which may not extend
to other areas. He suggested that managenent of the Susitna

area is based on a vestigial approach that was established prior
to the population growh and use patterns that have changed
dramatical ly. Allowing out of state fishernmen a full catch
yield is not fair to frustrated Al askan fishernen, he stressed,
and the BOF is indicating no expectation of changing the status
guo nmanagenent . He warned that Al askans are reaching a boiling
point, on this issue, and an initiative may be enacted by
residents due to the absence of governnental action; a |ast
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resort and inperfect nmethod. The bill is straightforward and
the intent is clear, though opposition is expected to conme out
in force.

10: 18: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noted that the personal use fishery
includes finfish, shellfish, and aquatic plants, and asked if
the focus of the bill is primarily on finfish.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE answer ed yes.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON queried if the Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Gane (ADF&G) and the BOF are biased in allowng priority use of
a fishery and possibly favoring commercial over personal use
activity.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE answered it is, and said there is little
argunent that ADF&G favors commercial fisheries; well over 90
percent in shared usage areas. Additionally, a Kenai based
commercial fisheries group has filed suit in Wshington, D.C.,
to close the personal use fisheries, through inplenentation of
federal managenent, because they find it discrimnates against
out-of -state fishernen. He cautioned that there are background
mani pul ati ons occurring, sponsored by interest groups that
mnimze exposure in industrial reporting publications, hence
many people are not aware of the activities taking place.

10: 21: 52 AM

CHARLIE SWANTON, Director, Dvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Department of Fish & Gane (ADF&5, said that because the bil
has allocative overtones associated with it, the departnent
takes a neutral stance.

10: 22: 18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON referred to an adm nistrative code and the
regul ation which states, "allows any comercial fisherman to
take unlimted anounts for personal use,"” and asked about the
genesi s of that regul ation.

MR. SWANTON agreed to provide the information.

10: 23: 09 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE asked what guides the departnment in
determining and to discrimnate between personal and subsistence
use.

MR. SWANTON responded that there is a chapter in Admnistrative
Code 77 for how these two fisheries are discerned and agreed to
provide a white paper summary to the commttee, on request of
Chai rman Seat on.

10: 36: 52 AM

ADJ OURNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 10:36
a.m
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