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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

10: 03: 19 AM

CHAIR PAUL SEATON called the House Special Commttee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 10:03 a.m Present at the call to
order were Representatives Seaton, Herron, Kreiss-Tonpkins, and
Johnson. Representatives Gattis and Feige arrived as the
nmeeti ng was in progress.

HB 49- CH NOOK RESEARCH & RESTORATI ON ENDOAVENT

10: 03: 49 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 49, "An Act establishing the Al aska Chinook
sal non research and restoration endowrent fund and relating to
grants fromthe fund."

10: 04: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON, speaking as the prinme sponsor, explained
that HB 49 creates a sal non research and restoration fund in the
Department of Revenue (DOR) with the intent that revenue
generated off the interest of the fund would be issued to

qualifying organizations in partnership wth the Al aska
Department of Fish & Gane (ADF&G) . Representative Herron
advi sed that Chinook salnon is the state fish, a staple food for
residents t hr oughout Al aska, econonical ly i nport ant to
commercial fisheries, a prized sport fishery, and holds an
inportant place in Alaskan culture and way of life. Chi nook

salnon is also a "trend" species that tells us whether there are
issues inits life environment, thus the inportance of the bill.
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10: 06: 45 AM

ROB EARL, Staff, Representati ve Herron, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, provided a PowerPoint presentation entitled, "HB 49
- Chinook Sal non Research and Restoration Endownent," on behal f
of Representative Herron, prine sponsor. M. Earl said the bil

establishes the Al aska Chinook salnon research and restoration
fund in DOR and which is managed by the conm ssioner of DOR

The amount of the endownent will be a separate budget item and
the bill does not create a dedicated fund or mandate funding
[slide 2]. He explained that the fund creates a grant account
in the general fund (GF) and an appropriation anount wll be
identified by the conm ssioner on an annual basis. Thi s anount
may then be appropriated by the legislature for the uses of the
grant account described on page 2, line 30, of the bill. The

grant account can be used for research and restoration projects,
rei nbursenents to DOR and the Departnent of Comrerce, Comrunity
& Econom ¢ Devel opnment (DCCED) for costs associated with the
fund, and for matching funds for private and federal grants
[slide 4]. The bill also establishes an endownent fund board
in DCCED to admi nister the grant program Menbers of the board
consi st of the comm ssioner of ADF&G or designee, and one public
menber appoi nted by the governor from each of six regions across
Al aska [slide 5]. The six regions are based on boundaries
establ i shed by ADF&G resource managenent regions and are set in
statute by the bill from page 3, line [30] through page 5, line
10. One of the duties of the board is to identify an
organi zation to support its duties [slide 7]. In addition, on
page 6, line 24, the bill directs that the board prioritize
grants based on which Chinook sal non stocks in the last 10 years
were either listed as stocks of concern, subject to disaster
declaration, closed or restricted, or significantly declined
[slide 8].

10:11: 18 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether the four abovenentioned bullet points
on the slide entitled, "HB 49 - Gant Prioritization" are listed
in order of priority.

MR. EARL responded that the itenms are not prioritized, but the
board is directed to give weight to all of these factors.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked whether ADF&G has been consulted

regarding setting the boundaries in statute and if doing so
woul d rai se managenent i ssues.
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MR. EARL advised that the proposed regions relate closely to
ADF&G resource managenent regions. He was unsure of any issues
that may arise, and pointed out the boundary between region 3
and region 5 is not the same as the ADF&G resource nmanagenent
boundary.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON clarified that the bill does not set the
boundaries for ADF&S but just for the purposes of the proposed
boar d.

MR. EARL concurr ed.

CHAI R SEATON confirmed that setting these boundaries does not
change the boundaries of the managenment areas that are set in
code.

MR. EARL said correct.

10: 14: 11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S asked why the bill only establishes the
study of Chi nook sal non.

MR. EARL restated that Chinook salnon is the first species that
is affected by environmental changes thus the study of Chinook
will predict declines for all species.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S advi sed her constituents are interested in
al | speci es.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON interjected that the deliberation process
may reveal that all salnon are of concern, and that all should
be studied; however, Chinook salnon is the first focus of
attention.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON observed there could be a considerable
di fference between the concerns of constituents from Kodi ak and
of those from Pal ner. He asked whether the sponsor would
consider <changing the region boundary between region 3 and
region 5, so that region 5 [enconpasses the entire Aleutian
chai n].

MR. EARL explained that Kodiak was always part of region 3 in

the resource managenent boundary, and the change is to the "slim
edge" of the peninsul a.
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REPRESENTATI VE HERRON pointed out the bill establishes the board
boundari es and not ADF&G managenent areas, so an anendnment woul d
be accept abl e.

10: 18: 21 AM

CHAI R SEATON directed attention to page 1, line 11, of the bil
t hat read:

(3) income earned on investnments of fund assets if
that incone is appropriated by the legislature to the
fund.

CHAI R SEATON recalled that interest is often retained in the
f und. He asked why the intent is to only retain interest in
the fund if it is appropriated by the |egislature.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON deferred to the drafter of the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS asked for a conparison between the
proposed bill and the governor's proposed Chinook study.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON said HB 49 creates a fund that wll
generate a revenue stream to be wused for many years of

continuing research, in partnership wth ADF& and other
or gani zati ons. The governor's proposal provides ADF&G $10
mllion per year through the capital budget for three years,

al though the actual anmount needed in a particular year is
unknown. Al so, the governor's proposal may not be sufficiently
accountabl e for sal non research

10: 22: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS surmsed the sponsor feels the group
supporting HB 49 is better prepared to nove forward.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON opined discussion of HB 49 1is an
opportunity to determne the best procedure because there is
di sagreenent on how to address the recognized anal ysis gap. He
urged for a research revenue stream for partnered research
proj ects based over many years and funded by noney in a savings
account rather than through a capital budget request.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS agreed that resources should not be
managed except through scientific research and data.
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CHAI R SEATON understood that a five-year research project wll
not address issues for salnon with a five- to six-year life
cycle, and he agreed that funding for continuous research would
be productive over tine.

10: 25: 23 AM

KAREN G LLIS, Executive Director, Bering Sea Fishernen's
Association, informed the committee her organization has been

researching and nonitoring salnon since 1994, Since 1997,
Al aska has declared or accepted 23 salnon-related disaster
decl arati ons. Al though sone Alaska salnon fisheries are
successful, others face severe chall enges. She said current

information confirns the inability to resolve the basic issues
of the recent sal non declines, even as these declines |ead areas
of Alaska into greater poverty. The Bering Sea Fishernmen's
Associ ation recommends a two-pronged approach: nmoni toring and
managenment as done by ADF&G and research and restoration of
sal nron stocks. Both of these conponents are necessary to
under stand and manage sal non stocks. The approach by ADF&G does
not address current declines, and will not provide answers about
i nfluences on salnon returns, or at what point to enhance their
survival. Federal disaster funds have been the sole support for
research and restoration efforts in the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokw m
(AYK) regions prior to 2010. Through the AYK Sustai nabl e Sal non
Initiative (AYK SSI) the state appropriated $5.5 mllion and
| earned that although research began in the AYK region in 2002,
the nyriad of variables that inhibit restoration remin unclear.
An endownent will continue to build on know edge and thus inform
and inprove nmanagenent decisions and forecasting to reduce
extrenme harvest |evel variations. The primary neans to affect
salnon are by the regulation of fisheries through gear,
geographic limts, timng, and duration of fisheries. To
provide answers, a life-cycle approach is needed to gather
knowl edge, illum nate human inpact and fully wunderstand the
natural world and how to achieve sustainability. | npr oved
noni t ori ng, process-oriented studies, nodel i ng, and policy
devel opnent are necessary to forecast and address changes. The
basi ¢ questions to be answered are:

VWhat is happening to sal non stocks?

Are there better nanagenent tools?

Are the cal cul ati ons of escapenent goal s appropriate?
Are there restoration nethods to increase survivability?
Are there forecasting tools for river systens?
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M5. G LLIS stated that the endownent can produce answers to the
causes of declines and inprove direction for the state through
consistent funding during variations in salnmon abundance,
elimnating political pressure, and allowing for a long-term

solution focused on research. Consi stent financing also neans
research projects that match salnon |life-cycle, from brood year
to returning adult. In addition, HB 49 will allow for nulti-

di sciplinary research to redefine problens outside of the nornal
boundaries, and for high quality, long-termresearch in response
to changing environnmental conditions. Al aska has a unique
resource that requires an investnment from the state to protect
the sustainability of its Chinook sal non stocks. She recalled
that simlar Jlegislation was introduced |ast vyear and any
concerns raised at tinme have been addressed. Passage of this
legislation will ensure that the state can deal with any future
di saster declarations for the Yukon River. Ms. GIllis rem nded
the commttee that the Alaska State Constitution mandates that
all state resources are nmnaged for sustainable harvest; in
fact, not directing funds to ensure that resources are nanaged
fails to provide Alaskans their constitutional rights. She
concl uded that the Alaska Chinook Salnbn Research and
Restoration fund provides research and restoration nmechanisns
necessary for today's crisis.

10: 35: 05 AM

CHAI R SEATON noted that at the AYK SSI conference in Decenber,
he |earned research was focused on seven theories and further
scientific research was requested to verify or refute each

theory and report back. This approach - in a manner simlar to
that of HB 49 - tests particular theories and finds answers,
instead of just collecting information wi thout proposing further
testing and finding an answer. He asked whether there is
funding still available from the $5.5 mllion appropriated to
AYK SSI .

M5. G LLIS agreed the structure of AYK SSI provides the ability
to draw from scientists around the world and "prove ourselves

right or wong." The last appropriation was in fiscal year 2013
(FY 13) for 90 percent of the total, and an additional $2.5
mllion will shortly be dedicated for projects, leaving a snall

anount to direct toward expert panels.

CHAI R SEATON stressed the difference between "finding things to
spend noney on, and going out with directed research proposals
to answer questions.” At the AYK SSI conference, stakehol ders
fromacross the area were comng forward and testing theories.
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10: 39: 47 AM

CHAI R SEATON opened public testinmny on HB 49.

10: 39: 57 AM

STEVE RUNYAN di scl osed he is a nenber of the Susitna Valley Fish
& Game Advisory Commttee, ADF&G and is representing hinmself in
support of HB 49. He urged for serious consideration of the
bill because there are gaps in salnon research, especially on
Chi nook sal non. He and the Susitna Valley Fish & Gane Advisory
Conmittee believe issues that need to be addressed are: t he
effect of severe drought conditions on salnon production in
streans; the effect of maor floods in 2006 and 2012; and
productivity problens in the marine environment during various
stages of the life-cycle of salnon. Gaps in research hanper the
managenment of the fisheries as well as restoration efforts. The
Susitna Valley Fish & Ganme Advisory Conmttee has been advised
by ADF&G that the average sport harvest in the Susitna River
dr ai nage was 25,000 Chinook salnmon in the '90s and has declined
to about 10,000 and below. The decline is damagi ng economcally
to the sport fishery and to the tourism industry. M. Runyan
expressed his concern that there is no language in the bill to
ensure that all interested groups are represented on the
proposed boar d.

10: 43: 53 AM

DAVID MARTIN stated his support for some elenments of the bill;
however, he said the intent of the bill should be addressed to
all sal non because salnon are nmanaged as a whol e. He supports
funding some research, but the appointees to the board suggest
that politics wll becone involved. Hi s past experience is that
sonme ongoing studies do not look at the issue as a whole, but
ignore elenents such as the freshwater environnent. O her
i ssues that affect the salnon are the presence of pike and hook
and release nortality. M. Martin urged not to create another

| ayer of bureaucracy with no solutions or results because there
are things that can be done i medi ately.

CHAI R SEATON asked how appointees to the board can be made to
represent an area and all of the concerns of a region.

MR MARTIN said under the structure of the bill it could be

difficult to renove the politics and have the Dbest
representation of the resource. He suggested a vetting process
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by fishing advisory groups in each area. Sel ected projects
should be those desired by the people in the area, scientists
and bi ol ogi sts, or regional managers.

10: 51: 31 AM

PETE WEDI N, Representative, Alaska Marine Conservation Council
(AMCC), and charter fishing business owner, said he was
representing AMCC and hinself as a business owner who depends on
Chi nook salnon for a portion of his livelihood. He infornmed the
commttee AMCC is conprised of seafood harvesters from all over
Al aska dedicated to protecting the long-term health of Al aska's
oceans and coastal conmunities. Chinook salnon are inportant to
Al askans nutritionally, culturally, and econom cally, because of
tourism and comercial fisheries. Stable, long-term funding of
Chi nook sal non research is needed to fill the existing gaps in
know edge of environnental condi ti ons, freshwater habitat,
popul ation trends, and the causes of the declines of Chinook
salmon in freshwater and marine environnments. He urged for the
research to draw on the best available science, and facilitate
efforts anong diverse partners and Native organizations. M.
Wedin pointed out that the bill's research endowrent fund could
| everage additional matching funds. In response to Chair
Seaton, he recomended vetting nenbers of the proposed board
through the 82 advisory commttees (ACs) of the Joint Board of
Fisheries and Ganme, ADF&G which represent a cross-section of
st akehol ders. He stated that AMCC supports HB 49 as a good step
toward stable funding for Chinook sal non research

10: 54: 17 AM

LYNN WH TMORE said he was representing hinself and disclosed
that he has been a nenber of the Homer Advisory Commttee,
ADF&G, for 17 years. He urged for the commttee to find a way
to assure parity anong the user groups by gleaning information
from the ACs and taking the politics out of the appointnment
process. | f the proposed board is successful, he suggested the
research not be limted to Chinook salnon, but that the board
may take the opportunity to address other fisheries issues, such
as undercover and ot her enforcenent operations on the high seas.
M. Witnore opined large boards can be difficult and advised
keepi ng the board snall

10: 57: 00 AM

CHAI R SEATON, after ascertaining no one else wished to testify,
cl osed public testinony on HB 49.
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REPRESENTATIVE HERRON, in response to previous testinony,
suggested drafting an anmendnent that would delete all references
inthe bill to "Chinook" and insert "wld."

CHAI R SEATON cautioned that changing the bill from a target
speci es and expanding it may disperse its focus from a statew de
concern for Chinook to looking at all fisheries - from Norton
Sound to Southeast - with limted dollars. In the future, the
proposed program could be expanded, but at this tine expansion
has the potential to slow the process down.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON agreed that nmmintaining a focus on
Chi nook woul d be nobst productive, unless additional funding was
provi ded.

CHAIR GATTIS stated her support for maintaining a focus on
Chi nook sal non, which are a concern of her constituency.

11: 01: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FEIGE warned that expanding research to al
stocks would result in a dilution of effort. Referring to the
structure of the board, he said the credibility of the board
menbers will be critical to the success of the research program

A geographical distribution is acceptable, and he suggested
there be a nomnation process or selection by those from the
| ocal area. He opined seats assigned for special interests such
as sport, comercial, and subsistence fishing do not need to be
assi gned geographically, as long as a bal ance i s naintai ned.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON restated that Chi nook sal non research wl |
reveal threats to all sal non.

[ The conceptual amendnent was treated as w t hdrawn. ]

CHAI R SEATON stated that the appointnment of board nenbers wll
require further discussion and public conment.

11: 05: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved Amendnent 1 which read:
Page 1, line 2, follow ng "fund":

Insert "; and providing for an effective date"
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Page 7, following line 15:
| nsert new material to read:

"(b) Under AS 37.14.660, enacted by sec. 1
of this Act, for the first three fiscal years
after the effective date of this Act, as soon as
practicable after July 1 of each fiscal year, the
comm ssi oner of revenue shall identify as
avai l abl e for appropriation to the Al aska Chinook
salmon research and restoration grant account
est abl i shed under AS 37. 14. 655, and t he
| egi sl ature may appropriate to the grant account,
five percent of the market value of the Al aska
Chi nook sal non research and restoration endowrent
f und.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 2013."

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON obj ected for the purpose of discussion.
REPRESENTATI VE HERRON said the anmendnent clarifies that the
revenue is available for appropriation and 5 percent of the
mar ket val ue of the fund may be appropri ated.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON renoved his objection.

CHAI R SEATON par aphrased Amendnent 1.

There being no further objection, Arendnent 1 was adopt ed.

11: 07: 31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved Amendnent 2 which read:
Page 5, following line 12:
I nsert a new subsection to read:
"(c) Except as provi ded in
AS 37.14.680(b)(5), the board shall act by a vote
of a mgjority of the nenbers of the board.™

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON sai d Anendnent 2 inserts a new subsecti on.
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CHAI R SEATON par aphrased Amendnent 2.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTIS asked why there are six board nenbers
i nstead of seven.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON expl ai ned that the comm ssioner of ADF&G
or designee, is the seventh nenber.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON said the exception in the anmendnent
refers to AS 37.14.680(b)(5), which provides that the awarding
of grants nust be by unani nous vote.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON stressed that all of the board' s other
busi ness woul d be under nornmal parlianmentary procedure.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON renoved his objection.
CHAI R SEATON cl arified the anendnent.

11:10: 14 AM

There being no further objection, Amendnent 2 was adopt ed.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked whether the proposed statute would
allow the board to vote telephonically; if nenbers nmust vote in
person, he suggested that it nmay be necessary to |ower the
voting threshold to five nenbers to allow for illness or
absences.

11:10: 53 AM

CHAIR SEATON reviewed other questions for +the sponsor to
addr ess.

[ HB 49 was heard and hel d.]

HB 110- BARBED HOCKS

11:12: 07 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 110, "An Act prohibiting the use of barbed hooks
in certain freshwater areas."

11:13:10 AM
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CHAI R SEATON, speaking as the sponsor, clarified that the intent

of the bill is not to create additional catch and release
fisheries, but to lower the nortality of fish that are rel eased
in catch and rel ease fisheries. He opened public testinony on
HB 110.

11:15:18 AM

STEVE RUNYAN infornmed the committee he is representing hinself
and disclosed he is a forner chair and current vice-chair of the
Susitna Valley Fish & Gane Advisory Conmittee, Al aska Departnent
of Fish & Ganme (ADF&G) . He opined the issues addressed by HB
110 shoul d be decided by the Board of Fisheries (BOF), ADF&G on
a case-by-case basis wunder the realm of BOF statew de
regul ati ons. However, directing coments to the legislation as
proposed, he said ADF&G has testified that transitioning from
single hooks to single, barbless hooks provides mniml benefit
to fish nortality. Further studies have shown no difference
bet ween hook and release with barbless or barbed hooks, and one
study which showed a very small, increnental difference. Wth
the use of flies, there is a 1.0 percent to 1.5 percent change
between barbless flies and single hook flies. He opined the
greatest change in nortality has been shown to be a change from
multiple or treble hooks to a single hook, which is reflected in

ADF&G s neasures to reduce fish nortality. A barbl ess
restriction places an undue burden upon the general public; in
fact, a blanket restriction wll place a severe handicap on
anglers in times of |ow abundance of one species. M . Runyan

stated his opposition to HB 110.

CHAI R SEATON asked M. Runyan to provide the above referenced
studies for their inclusion in the commttee packet.

11: 20: 16 AM

DAVID MARTIN said he was representing hinself and disclosed he
is the chair of the Central Peninsula Advisory Committee, ADF&G
and has been involved with various fishing groups for over 30
years. He testified in support of HB 110 because fishing
pressure on the catch and release fisheries has grown
significantly in the last few years. The use of barbless hooks
i's not unconmmon and the advisory commttee heard testinony about
rai nbow trout that are injured by hooks. It is not difficult to
create a barbless hook by sinply crinping it with pliers. He
cautioned that "we shouldn't be playing with our food source for
recreational purposes and if we do have catch and release
fisheries ... when you're in [a] |ow abundance situation and
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therefore we should give every opportunity and take every
precaution to inprove a released fish's survival." Anot her
alternative would be to catch and keep one or two fish instead
of hooking and releasing twenty or thirty with high nortality.
M. Martin concluded that restrictions are necessary.

11:23: 46 AM

LYNN WHI TMORE appreciated the comments by the previous speaker
who cautioned against the legislature interfering with the
regul ation process. However, he agreed that the tine for
bar bl ess hooks has come because his experience is that fish are
injured by the cunulative effects of catch and release wth
barbed hooks. Studies reveal that hook placenent is a nore

important factor than that of barbs on hooks. Also, it is
difficult to find manufactured barbless fly hooks, and he
guestioned how enforcement wll view hooks that are pinched

dowmn. M. Wiitnore said he supports the efforts of HB 110.

11: 25: 59 AM

ERO STEVE WALLI, stated his strong support for HB 110, and
provided a short history of his experience fishing for over 50

years. He said barbless hooks wll help fish and also
guesti oned whether squeezing a barb down w Il nake a barbless
hook.

11:27: 38 AM

BURKE WALDRON, Captain, Alaska WIdlife Troopers, Departnent of
Public Safety (DPS), informed the commttee there 1is no
definition of barbed or barbless hook, or whether a hook pinched
down acts as a barbless hook, in present regulation or in the
proposed bill. This situation would pose an enforcenment issue
and concern for the division.

CHAI R SEATON asked Captain Waldron for assistance in clarifying
the intention of the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S observed the bill has a zero fiscal note
attached. She inquired as to whether additional wldlife
troopers woul d be needed to enforce this |egislation.

CAPTAI N WALDRON said the fiscal note is indetermnate to DPS at
this tine. The fiscal note will be determ ned once the proposed
| egislation is conpleted. He further advised other issues with
the legislation are related to sport fishing definitions,
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freshwater versus saltwater, and the lack of ©penalty and
l[iability provisions. In addition, as the legislation is
witten, all convictions would be m sdenmeanors.

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked how the managenent of ADF&G
woul d respond to a restriction on barbed hooks.

11: 33: 37 AM

CHARLES SWANTON, Director, Dyvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Department of Fish & Gane (ADF&5, said the Division of Sport
Fish has discretion regarding the proposed |egislation and the
protection of salnon stocks for the purpose of neeting

escapenent goal s. If deenmed appropriate, current energency
order (EO authority could be used to inplenment the intent of
the bill followng a sufficient definition of barbless hooks.

11: 34: 48 AM

CHAI R SEATON expressed his concern that issuance of an EO in the
m ddl e of season to require a change of gear does not take the
pl ace of public notice or inform the user group, thus is less

than optimal. Al so, higher nortality is exactly what is not
desired for a catch and release fishery. The purpose of the
bill is to mnimze nortality rates in catch and release

fisheries. He asked whether ADF&G di sagrees with studies that
conclude that barbless hooks reduce nortality in catch and
rel ease fisheries.

MR. SWANTON advi sed ADF&G has not conducted studies specifically
on the benefits of a barbless versus a barbed hook. St udi es
have been done to quantify catch and release nortality such as
the ADF&G s seminal work on the catch and release nortality on
king salnon. Two studies were done on coho salnon in intertidal
areas where coho are highly stressed. He said:

If in fact, we were faced with what one coul d consider
single digits of benefit from a barbless to a barbed

hook or going in that order, we probably, in the
situations that we're in with regards to these things,
we probably would, nuch to ny chagrin ... we would

probably just close those fisheries, rather than try
to assimlate a 3 or 4 or 5 percent savings in terms
of nortality froma barbed, to a barbl ess hook.

11:39: 25 AM

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE - 16- February 26, 2013



REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noted his appreciation to the sponsor for
bringing forward the |legislation, which he considered a gear
t ype di scussi on.

CHAI R SEATON, speaking as the sponsor, addressed the issue of

legislating fish and gane matters. He pointed out that the
| egislature has regulated the size of vessels and outlawed
certain types of gear under statew de paraneters. It seens

appropriate that the legislature consider issues such as
nortality that affects recreational opportunities for fishing.
Chair Seaton urged nenbers of the public and advisory conmttees
to also submit data to BOCF.

[ HB 110 was heard and hel d. ]

11:41: 08 AM

ADJ OURNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 11:41
a.m
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