6: 34: 08 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
February 25, 2013
6:34 p. m

Stoltze called the House Finance Conmittee neeting

to order at 6:34 p.m
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HB 24 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#hb24
HOUSE BI LL NO. 24

"An Act relating to self-defense in any place where a
person has a right to be."

6:34: 23 PM

Vi ce-Chair Neuman expl ained that HB 24 was not intended to
change any laws. The intent of the legislation was to
outline individuals' rights in statutes. He felt that the
| egislature should not be dissuaded by the fear of
crimnals taking advantage of laws that nay be interpreted
as an allowance of violence. He stressed that HB 24 would
protect a citizen's right to a legitinate self-defense
outside of their home. He felt that HB 24 would save
citizens and the State the burden of legal fees related to
sel f - def ense cases.

6: 38: 06 PM

M KE COONS, SELF, PALMER (via teleconference), testified in
support of HB 24. He felt that the conservative |egislators
were supporting the views of the voters. He felt that HB 24
supported the constitution and the rights to own and defend
one's self with whatever firearm one chooses to use in that
def ense. He reiterated that self-defense up to and
including deadly force was a god and nature given right,
anywhere and anytinme. He felt that HB 24 mrrored the
Conceal ed Carry Handgun and Firearns Law (CCW. He remarked
that if legislators vote against the bill, they would not
be reel ect ed.

6:40:45 PM

DON QUARBERG, SELF, DELTA JUNCTION (via teleconference),
testified in support of HB 24. He felt that the CCW had
paved the way for inmportant firearnms |egislation, and HB 24
woul d conpl enent the CCW He stated that the public should
be able to protect thenselves, and that HB 24 woul d provide
addi ti onal | evel of concern and protection against
per petrators.

6: 43: 28 PM
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MARTON WUBBOLD, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via tel econference), spoke
in support of HB 24. He agreed with the previous testinony,
and felt that the legislation would allow Al askans to
defend thensel ves. He wondered if he had the right to be in
a parking lot of a large store, because famlies would have
a difficult time retreating safely in a dark lit parking
| ot.

Vice-Chair Neuman replied that if the store had not
prohi bited the person from being in the parking l|lot, that
person had a right to be there.

M. Wibbold stated that sonme businesses post signs that
state, "No Firearnms." He wondered if a person had a right
to defend thenselves in the parking lot, if that sign was
posted. Vice-Chair Neuman did not know what woul d happen in
t hat circunst ance.

Co-Chair Stoltze encouraged M. Wbbold to contact Vice-
Chair Neuman's office with his questions.

M. Wibbold restated that he was in support of HB 24.

6:47: 27 PM
AT EASE

7: 00: 16 PM
RECONVENED

M KE M LLI GAN, SELF, KODI AK (via teleconference), testified
in opposition to HB 24. He felt that people did not need
any nore encouragenent to use guns. He stated that the
second anendnment conferred the right for self-protection
and gun ownership; but the second anendnent specifically
points to a well-regulated mlitia. He felt that background
checks and permtting were necessary for gun ownership. He
reiterated that it was not inportant for individuals to
always carry a gun. He restated that training and
permtting were nore valuable than encouraging gun
ownership. He remarked that there was an increase in gang
shootings in Anchorage after individuals were allowed to
carry a conceal ed weapon without a permt.

Co-Chair Stoltze remarked that the CCW was i nportant

| egislation. He felt that the conceal ed weapons |aws nerely
acknow edged an inherent right.

House Fi nance Conmmittee 3 02/ 25/ 13 6:34 P. M



7:04:36 PM

HOMRD HOUGLUM SELF, ANCHOR PO NT (via teleconference),
spoke in support of HB 24. He felt that every Al askan had a
right to self-defense, no matter where they may be | ocated.
He thanked the commttee for considering the bill.

7: 05: 48 PM
AT EASE

7:17:22 PM
RECONVENED

JEREMY HURD, SELF, KETCHI KAN (via tel econference), spoke in
opposition to HB 24. He felt that the bill wuld ask
i ndi viduals, who had never carried a weapon previously, to
suddenly start to carry weapons.

7:18: 42 PM

LAUREL  BENNETT, SELF, WASI LLA (via teleconference),
testified in support of HB 24. She felt that the bill would
not force an individual's right to carry a weapon, but
rather allow an individual to defend himherself.

7:20:42 PM

BARBARA CARTER, SELF, WASILLA (via teleconference), spoke
in favor HB 24. She thanked the commttee for hearing her
testi nony.

7:21: 20 PM
AT EASE

7:32: 16 PM
RECONVENED

Co-Chair Stoltze stated that the commttee would wait for
additional testifiers. He appreciated the patience of the
committee and the public.

7:33:11 PM
AT EASE

7:44: 35 PM
RECONVENED
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AMY THOVAS, SELF, MATSU (via teleconference), testified in
support of HB 24. She encouraged the commttee to vote in
favor of the bill. She felt that individuals had a right to
defend t hensel ves wherever they had a right to be.

7:46:11 PM

JOHN THOVAS, SELF, MATSU (via teleconference), spoke in
support of HB 24. He felt that the bill was well witten,
and he was encouraged by the legislation. He commented that
the bill respected the residents of Al aska.

7:48: 12 PM
AT EASE

7:52: 10 PM
RECONVENED

JOHN SONIN, SELF, JUNEAU, felt that the bill went back to
the days of the "WId Wst." He expressed a desire for a
civil society based on laws, and would like to see "sane"
policy. He felt that carrying a gun and the use of a gun
was inmpulsive. He stated that children should be raised
with a sense of |law and peace, without the need to defend
in an inpulsive situation. He expressed that it was
inmportant to not be defensive at all tines. He stressed
that carrying weapons was not necessary to the human race.
He pointed out that he had not read the bill.

7:57: 38 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze wondered if M. Sonin was against the
bill. M. Sonin replied that he had not read the bill.

7:58: 32 PM
AT EASE

8:01: 49 PM
RECONVENED

HB 24 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ OURNIVENT
8:02: 53 PM
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The neeting was adjourned at 8:02 p. m
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