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SUSAN BELL, Conmi ssi oner

Depart ment of Commrerce, Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnment ( DCCED)
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Gave introductory renmarks prior to the
presentation by the Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASM).

TYSON FI CK, Communi cations Director

Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASM)

Depart ment of Commrerce, Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnent ( DCCED)
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided a Power Point presentation
entitled, "Al aska Seaf ood Marketing Institute," dated 1/29/13.

REPRESENTATI VE Bl LL STOLTZE

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska 99801

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Speaki ng as the sponsor, introduced HCR 1.

KEVI N BRENNAN, Executive Director

Kodi ak Regi onal Agquacul ture Associ ation

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

BRYCE WRI GLEY, President

Al aska Farm Bur eau

Delta Junction, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

REX WRI GLEY
Del ta Junction, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

DEAN HAMBURG, Chair

Public Policy & Legislation

Al aska School Nutrition Association; Adm nistrator

U S. Departnent of Agriculture National School Meal Program
Kenai School District

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

KATE VEH

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Speaking on her own behalf, testified in
support of HCR 1.

KYRA WAGNER
Honmer, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Speaking on her own behalf, testified in
support of HCR 1.

LARRY DEVILBISS, Mayor

Mat anuska- Susi t na Bor ough

Pal mer, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

TAFFI NA KATKUS, Consul tant
Wasi |l la, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCF 1.

DELENA JOHNSON, W©Mayor

City of Pal ner

Pal mer, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

DANNY CONSENSTEI N, State Executive Director

U S. Departnment of Agriculture

Farm Servi ce Agency for Al aska; Menber

Gover ni ng Board

Al aska Food Policy Counci

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

MARY SULLI VAN, Director

Depart ment of Advocacy and Agency

Anchor age Food Bank of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

JOE BALASH, Deputy Conmi ssi oner

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: O fered his departnment's support for HCR 1.

DARREN SNYDER, 4-H Yout h & Devel opnent and
Agricul ture/ Horticul ture Agent

Sout heast District

Cooper ati ve Extension Service

Uni versity of Fairbanks

Uni versity of Al aska; Menber

Gover ni ng Board

Al aska Food Policy Council

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.
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JI M SACKETT, CEO and President

Toghot t hel e Cor poration

Nenana, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 1.

M KE O HARE, Deputy Director

Di vi sion of Honel and Security/ Energency Managenent (DHS&EM
Department of Mlitary & Veterans Affairs (DWA)

Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Stated his division would conmply with HCR
1.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

11:16: 44 AM

CHAIR SHELLEY HUGHES called the House Special Commttee on
Econom c Devel opnent, Trade and Tourism neeting to order at
11:16 a.m Representatives Gattis, Hi ggins, Johnson, O son, and
Hughes were present at the call to order. Represent ati ves
Herron, Pruitt, Drummond, and Tarr arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

OVERVI EWE (S): ALASKA SEAFOOD MARKETI NG | NSTI TUTE OVERVI EW and
SEAFOOD MARKETI NG EFFORTS

11:17: 29 AM

CHAI R HUGHES announced that the first order of business woul d be
a presentation by the Al aska Seaf ood Marketing Institute (ASM).

11: 18: 20 AM

SUSAN BELL, Commi ssioner, Departnment of Conmmerce, Comunity &
Econom ¢ Devel opnent (DCCED), gave introductory remarks prior to
the presentation by ASM. Ms. Bell stated there is urgency in
the state to diversify the econony, create jobs, and attract
i nvest nent . Her departnent is working to address energy costs
and the devel opment of infrastructure to support industry, and
is much focused on marketing Al aska's goods and services - such
as seafood, tourism forest and m neral products, and film- and
to make connections to markets worldw de. Anot her part of
creating a solid foundation and an attractive business clinmate
is to work towards |ow taxes and fees, stability, and reasonable
regul ation. She advised that future testinmony to this commttee
by various divisions of DCCED will be particularly focused on
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the econom c devel opnent activities of the state and engagi ng
with the private sector in the key area of narketing. In
addition, DCCED is collaborating with the private sector and
other agencies in the areas of financing, market research,
econom ¢ analysis, providing technical assistance and training,
and connecting businesses to services provided by the state and
ot her entities.

11: 20: 59 AM

TYSON FICK, Conmunications Director, Al aska Seafood Marketing
Institute (ASM), Departnent of Commerce, Comrunity & Economc

Devel opnent ( DCCED) , provi ded a Power Poi nt presentation
entitled, "Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute,” dated 1/29/13.
He said ASM staff nenbers are busy; for exanple, |last week
there were pronotions scheduled in France, Spain, China, and
Brazil, along wth an informational tour of Europe. I n
addition, the foodservice, retail, and communication sections

are working on videos and press interviews, and are preparing
for shows in the U S Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute is a
public/private partnership of the state and the seafood
i ndustry, governed by a board of directors that is appointed by
the governor, and its single focus is on increasing the value of
Al aska's seafood resource. The Al aska statutes authorizing ASM
direct that it pronotes Alaska's seafood generically, and
prohi bits pronotion by geographic region or specific brand. He
pointed out that when Alaska becanme a state the notion of
sustainability and sustained yield was part of its constitution.
M. Fick called attention to slide 5 which was a breakdown of
ASM 's funding and budget request, and he advised that ASM s
restricted in the anmount of spending allowed with the intent
that it carry funds forward and work to build savings against
the possible |loss of federal funds. The total spending plan is
approximately $22.5 mllion for the com ng year.

11: 26: 49 AM

CHAI R HUGHES asked for an explanation of the voluntary tax.

MR FICK recalled that in 2003 the tax structure and the
conposition of the board of directors changed; in fact, now al

processors pay .05 percent into a fund that is subject to a vote
by the industry. In further response he said, "Once the vote
was taken and the tax is taken, now everybody that ... processes
fish or sells fish directly - like the direct marketers - then
they would pay into this marketing fund. If the decision is
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made to go back and revisit the issue, then [the processors]
could vote out the tax and basically elimnate ASM."

CHAI R HUGHES observed that industry funds provide the bul k of
ASM ' s fundi ng.

11:27:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE H GE@ NS asked how nuch the industry contributes
per year.

MR FICK said the anmount is based on .05 percent of the ex-
vessel value; 2011 was an historic high year with an ex-vessel
val ue of approximately $2.2 billion. For the past five years,
the value has been closer to $1.7 billion thus the tax has been
in the $8.5 mllion to $9 nmillion range. He returned attention
to slide 6 and said voting nenbers of the board consist of five
processors and two harvesters. There are four ex-officio
menbers - one nenber each fromthe governor's office, DCCED, the
House of Representatives, and the Senate. |In addition, advisory
committees offer the board specific industry know edge in
sal non, halibut-sablefish, shellfish, whitefish, international
mar ket i ng, foodservice marketing, and retail marketing. Slide 8
was an organi zational <chart that indicated the species and
operational advisory conmttees nmake recommendations directly to
the board. He said there is also a custoner advisory panel nmade
up of sone of the largest seafood custoners who have been
invited to advise staff on how they are doing and how to
i mprove. M. Fick assured the commttee that ASM | ooks at
every opportunity to coordinate marketing efforts wth other
organi zations and events; for exanple, the Geat Al aska Seafood
Cook-off; "Ocean Mysteries" on television; tourism marketing;
the Al aska SealLife Center; Al aska Airlines; and other countries.
The institute also works wth other governnental departnments
such as the Alaska Departnent of Fish & Game (ADF&GS, the
Departnment of Environnmental Conservation (DEC), the National
Cceani ¢ and Atnospheric Adm nistration (NOAA), the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), and the U S Food and Drug
Adm ni stration (USDA).

MR. FICK stated that the Al aska seafood industry accounted for
52 percent of the total U S harvest in 2011 - which is less
than 2 percent of the global harvest - and pointed out that the
above percentage underlays the inportance of marketing. The
Al aska seafood industry is the state's largest private sector
enpl oyer, seafood is the state's largest export, and the
industry provides very inportant job opportunities to rural
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communities. M. Fick noted that Al aska Marine Lines attributes
the seafood industry with a 10 percent cost savings in overall
shi ppi ng. In response to Representative Drummond, he clarified
that the volune of containers leaving with frozen seafood | owers
the cost of products comng to Alaska. Slide 12 was a pie chart
indicating the conposition by volunme of the Al aska seafood
har vest . About 80 percent of the total harvest is pollock,
groundfish, and cod; in fact, pollock is the |argest comercia
fishery in the US. Calling attention to the high value of sone
speci es, he noted that sal non makes up 14 percent of the harvest
but 31 percent of the value, and halibut and sablefish nmake up 1
to 2 percent of the harvest and 17 percent of the value. Slide

14 illustrated that Al aska seafood is supplied to a huge gl oba
mar ket, al though exports to the U S. are roughly 50 percent of
the total. Seafood is also re-exported from other countries

like China; in fact, ASM has recently opened an office in
Brazil to support businesses that ship cod to Spain and Portugal
and re-export to Brazil. Slide 15 was a graph indicating the
historical wild and hatchery stock salnon harvest from 1900 to
2010; hatchery stock now accounts for about 30 percent of the
total harvest. He pointed out there were increases in the
harvest around the tinme of statehood, and in 1976 after the
passage of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Managenment Act which established a state-nmanaged 200-nmile
fishery conservation zone.

11:36: 27 AM

CHAl R HUGHES asked what accounts for the downturn in 1990.

MR. FICK was unsure and wll provide an answer at a |later date.
Slide 16 was a graph indicating global salnon supplies, the
average ex-vessel price of Al aska salnmon, and the wholesale
price of farnmed sal non. He said this information proves that
even with an increased global supply of salnon, the value of
Al aska wild salnon continues to go up. As a matter of fact, the
value of farnmed salnon is declining thus wild Al aska sal non has
devel oped a strong niche in the market and created a preference
for wld salnon. Furthernore, as the value of salnon has
i ncreased over the last 10 years, so has the value of fishing
assets such as permts and boats. However, there are chall enges
to the fishing industry including economc wunrest in the
European Union which has depressed prices, and illegal
unreported, and unregulated (I1UU) fishing - particularly Russian
king crab fishing which has created about a 25 percent decrease
in ex-vessel value for Al aska fishernman.
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CHAI R HUGHES asked if the illegal fishing takes place in Al aska
wat er s.

11: 38: 48 AM

MR. FICK explained the illegal fishing takes place in Russian
waters and is evidenced by discrepancies between trade data and
publi shed quotas for the |egal harvest. Anot her challenge is
the whitefish supply that has rebounded in the Atlantic Ccean
thereby |owering global cod prices. Chile and Norway have

increased their farnmed salnon supply and the effect of
genetically nodified organisns (GVMOs) remains an unknown.
Conpeting proteins such as inported seafood and marketing
pronotions targeted toward the U S. market present difficulties
for the Al aska industry, however, the biggest challenge is the
proliferation of eco-labels and the reaction to the w thdrawal

of sal non from the Mar i ne St ewar dshi p Counci | (VsO)
Certification Program He explained the reasons for the
withdrawal are: to nmaintain market access; nmaintain non-
gover nient al or gani zati on (N&O) control of the fishery
managemnment process; prevent brand erosion; and avoid the ongoing
and increasing costs of certification. M. Fick recalled that

in 2005 MSC sought to divide Al aska sal nbon managenent into 64
units and | anguage on the packagi ng of seafood products in the
Uni ted Kingdom cl ai ned co-managenent. Al so, the Al aska hatchery
progranms are under attack. Slide 21 was a graph that he said
illustrated the appropriate role of NGOs which is equal to that
of stakeholders and United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organi zati on (FAO guidance. However, the certification program
has "put a roadblock between the seafood product and the
mar ket pl ace and if you have control of the market to where we
can't take our product to market without a certification ..
that NGO that has control of the market can inpose whatever they
want as far as mandates on fisheries managenent." At the sane
time, the Al aska brand has been replaced by MSC. As the Russian
pollock fleet is close to being certified, this is particularly
a problem because the official species nanme is Al aska pollock
t hus packaging on Russian pollock could read "MSC certified
Al aska pollock.” Furthernore, [the Russian fleet] does not have
observer coverage, a plan to reduce bycatch, or worker safety
rules, and operates in a |less conpetitive situation.

11:42: 38 AM

MR. FICK advised the current situation is that retailers are
nore accepting of the FAO based Responsi bl e Fisheries Managenent
Certification. He expl ai ned t hat t he reason ot her
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certifications seek to usurp the Alaska brand is because Al aska
Seafood is the second nobst commonly specified brand on U S
menus, second only to Angus beef. Slides 27 through 58
illustrated many narketing pronotions through cafes and quick
service restaurants, and sonme of the many nerchandi sing
materials available to the food service industry. The institute
al so offers consumer research to every mpjor retailer and has
materials available at the point of sale and on the retailers’
web sites. O her marketing efforts include educational
prograns, events at universities, nenus, chef semnars, trade
advertising, consuner nedia relations, crisis comunications,
gl obal food aid, food photography, and international activities
in 21 countries. M. Fick concluded that ASM is in the news
and in the industry news, and he feels ASM's future is bright.

11:48: 01 AM

HCR 1- STATE FOOD RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT GROUP

11:48: 05 AM

CHAI R HUGHES announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO. 1, Relating to the establishnent
and operation of a state food resource developnment working

gr oup.
11:48: 42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BILL STOLTZE, Al aska State Legislature, inforned
the commttee he is introducing HCR 1 in order to integrate the
resources wthin existing departnents and agencies thereby
i mprovi ng support for agriculture - and food policy in general -
through better coordination of services. The resolution
pi npoi nts the departnents, agencies, and groups that have a role
in agriculture fromthe Departnment of Health and Social Services
(DHSS) which adm nisters Wnen, Infants, and Children (WC) food
and nutrition programs, to the Departnent of Corrections (DOC),
whi ch nakes nmany agricultural purchases. In fact, efforts by
Representati ve Stoltze, ot her | egi sl ators, farmers, and
whol esal ers have been successful in increasing DOC s purchases
of local agricultural products from $32,000 in FY 08 to $113, 000
in FY 11 House Concurrent Resolution 1 seeks for al

departnments, agencies and the University of Alaska (UA) to be
nore proactive in pronoting and utilizing agriculture in Al aska.
Last year's capital budget included an appropriation for the
Department of Commerce, Conmunity & Econonmi ¢ Devel opnent ( DCCED)
to approve Alaska Gown, Alaska WId Seafood, and Al aska
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Husbandry products. He noted two previously successful
progr ans: the pronotion of vegetables and the sal non supplied
to the Glena Cty School District by Kaltag Fisheries.
Representative Stoltze advised the resolution has w de support.

11: 52: 56 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked how the resolution wll "fill a gap that the
[ Al aska] Food Policy Council isn't currently filling?"

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE said the council is a private group which
agrees that Al aska needs a better food policy. Al t hough the
resolution is as inclusive as possible, the adm nistration wll
have to invite participants. In further response to Chair
Hughes' question on the nenbership of the group, he expressed
his belief that for the resolution to be successful, the
adm nistration wll have to agree [to the nenbership],
therefore, for the resolution to set out the nenbership of the
group woul d have been counterproducti ve.

REPRESENTATIVE HUGHES noted the resolution brings eight
departnments and UA together so it will potentially have inpact
across the state.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE stated he was open to incorporating good
i deas into HCR 1.

11:56: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND stated her interest in the resolution,
noting her urban district includes "enornously successful”
farmers markets stocked with products from other districts. She
has heard that Al aska produces less than 5 percent of the food
that is consuned in the state, and said she supports any way to
i ncrease that.

CHAI R HUGHES recalled in the 1950s Al aska produced 50 percent of
t he food consuned.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE surm sed that Al aska has been a victim of
ef ficiencies and better transportation.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND observed the Anchorage School District
has a large food service facility that serves 20,000 students
each school day. She opined school food service facilities
should be wutilized each non-school day to process food and
support community and state prograns such as WC
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CHAI R HUGHES expressed her belief that part of what the working
group authorized by HCR 1 wll address is recomendations
regarding simlar opportunities.

11:59: 27 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE agr eed.

CHAIR HUGHES remi nded the commttee that the nutritional value
of food declines with tine after harvest. She invited public
t esti nony.

12: 00: 15 PM

KEVI N BRENNAN, Executive Director, Kodiak Regional Aquaculture
Associ ation, stated his support for the resolution, saying that
it is a good nove for the state. The Kodi ak Regi onal
Aquacul ture Association is one of seven regional corporations
that run salnon hatcheries and perform salnon enhancenent
projects across the state along with many non-regional, private,

nonprofit salnon hatchery systens. He advised that hatchery
production sal nron account for about 30 percent of the statew de
sal non harvest. The association seeks to encourage action by

the state to help with food security and food resources.
Unfortunately, nany view salnon hatchery systens as conmerci al
fishery-driven and profit based; however, hatcheries have
expanded their roles to support food security. The United
Nati ons Food and Agriculture Oganization (FAO has identified
fish as a single food that can be used to address all aspects of
world mal nutrition. Hat cheries produce fish for the conmerci al
fi shery, subsistence, personal-use, and sport fisheries as well.
M. Brennan gave an exanple of a hatchery that stocked sockeye
into a barren |ake and provided a source of food for the |ocal
comunity. Sport fish progranms along the road system produce
for local use and support tourism The association board of
directors passed a resolution in 2012 that read in part:

We acknowl edge our role as a food producer and conmt
to working in a collaborative multi-disciplinary
manner to address the issues and challenges of food
security at a local, regional, and gl obal |evel

12: 05: 37 PM

BRYCE WRI GLEY, President, Al aska Farm Bureau, encouraged the
adoption and inplenentation of HCR 1. He cautioned that food
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security in Alaska is subject to disruptions of its
transportation system such as the closure of the highway | ast
sumer; the only way for Alaska to becone nore food secure is to
produce a greater anount of food within the state. M. Wigley
expressed his appreciation that the resolution brings many
di verse agencies together in order to resolve the problem of
food security.

12: 07: 54 PM

REX WRI GLEY agreed with the previous speaker and expressed his
support of HCR 1.

12: 08: 24 PM

DEAN HAMBURG Chair, Public Policy & Legislation, Al aska School
Nutrition Association, and the admnistrator for the U S
Departmment of Agriculture National School Meal Program Kenai
School District, expressed the association's support of HCR 1
because it is a step toward inproved food security for Al aska
famlies. Efforts to support locally sourced and processed
foods are best for kids and adults. Those responsible for
provi di ng school neals to the 43 percent of Al askan famlies who
qualify for free and reduced school neals are challenged by the
need to source foods from outside Al aska, and welcome HCR 1 as a
positive step towards bringing quality foods and increased
gquantities of Alaska foods to the Al askan children served by
school meal prograns.

12: 10: 52 PM

KATE VEH, speaking on her own behal f, expressed her support of
HCR 1. She said her community is excited about |ocal foods and
t he governnent shoul d support the public.

12:11: 49 PM

KYRA WAGNER, speaking on her own behalf, informed the comittee
she is involved with the cooperative extension state advisory
board, the local food workgroup of the Alaska Food Policy
Council, the Homer farnmers market, and growers who are using the
USDA Hi gh Tunnel Gants for Organic Farners. Her community is
networking to identify local food systems and it is apparent
there is a need to expand snall scale production and
distribution. M. Wagner said the resolution creates a point of
contact for information and an infrastructure for collaboration
bet ween state agenci es.
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12:14:23 PM

LARRY DEVI LBISS, Mayor, Matanuska-Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough, said
he is a farmer and the forner director of the Division of
Agriculture, Departnent of Natural Resources, who has been
involved in the farm ng industry since childhood. He recognizes
the frustration felt by Al aska farnmers who cannot market their
products; for exanple, Alaska has long held the capacity to
saturate the potato market, yet farnmers are unable to market to

state agencies such as the Departnent of Corrections - even
after the passage of Al aska-preference |egislation. Al t hough
the marketing of carrots has been successful for 15 years, "the
state agencies are the hardest ones to get products into." As

mayor, M. Devilbiss seeks to increase the percentage of
| ocal | y- produced foods because the creation of ready markets

wi || encourage the next generation of farmers.

12:18: 27 PM

TAFFINA  KATKUS said she was a consultant representing
agriculture for the Mat-Su Borough and a raspberry farner. She
expressed her support for HCR 1, pointing out the inportance of
working together to nmke Alaska self-reliant. Farnmers are
unsung heroes - w thout whom we could not get by - because they
provi de food. From her experience she has |learned that

solutions and answers conme from many people and she has high
expectations that the working group created by the resolution

will look at the environnmental inpacts that are a major factor
in economc expansion, and that the legislature wll study
policies affecting entrepreneurs. Ms. Katkus stated that

farmers in the borough are producing nore than one-half of the
state's local production of crops and neat and repeated her
support for the resol ution.

12: 22: 41 PM

DELENA JOHNSON, Mayor, City of Palner, expressed her support for
HCR 1 which holds a vision to address the needs of all Al askans.
The issue of food is universal and nonpartisan thus this subject
deserves the collaborative effort requested by the resolution.
Pal mer has a 100-year history of agriculture in the region, but
agriculture has had a place in Sitka and Kodiak even | onger;
this is a statewi de issue and applies to everyone throughout the
state. Ms. Johnson stressed that farmers are hardworking and
government should work as hard. In fact, federal, state, and
| ocal governnments put up a lot of hurdles to farmng and
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| egi slation can help. She encouraged the governor to study this
i ssue closely, and pointed out that tourists are also interested
in Al aska farm ng.

12: 26: 43 PM

DANNY CONSENSTEIN, State Executive Director, U 'S. Departnent of
Agriculture (USDA), Farm Service Agency for Al aska, and a nenber
of the governing board, Al aska Food Policy Council, said he is
in strong support of HCR 1. He agreed that inporting 95 percent
of the food consuned in Al aska creates vulnerabilities; however

there is also a health issue when citizens do not have access to
local and fresh food leading to obesity, diabetes, and heart

di sease. The broken food system also Ilimts economc
opportunities for |ocal workers because of "henorrhaging all of
our food dollars to the Lower 48." M. Consenstein pointed out

the resolution recognizes the problem and proposes that the
first step toward a solution is the coordination of state
agencies. Federal and local jurisdictions such as USDA are al so
trying to inprove by the coordination of their agencies. He
relayed that the food policy council wll be forwarding policy
recomendations to the |legislature regarding inprovenents the
state can meke in infrastructure, training opportunities,
procurenent, and marketing.

12:31: 19 PM

MARY SULLI VAN, Director, Departnent of Advocacy and Agency,
Anchorage Food Bank of Al aska, stated her organization's strong
support for HCR 1, saying inproved coordination is a necessary
and vi abl e answer to hunger problens and food security issues in
the state. She informed the conmttee that the food bank and
other anti-hunger advocates agree that this 1is a good
resol ution.

12: 32: 24 PM

JOE BALASH, Deputy Conmi ssioner, Ofice of the Conm ssioner,
Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR), stated that DNR - as one
of the named agencies in the resolution - offers its support for
HCR 1 and | ooks forward to working for this effort.

12:33: 02 PM

DARREN SNYDER, 4-H Yout h & Devel opnment and
Agriculture/Horticulture Agent, Southeast District, Cooperative
Extension Servi ce, University of  Fairbanks, Uni versity of
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Al aska, and a governing board nenber of the Al aska Food Policy
Council, expressed his strong support for HCR 1. He said the
resolution recognizes the inportance to all Al askans  of
devel oping a strong and secure food system that provides jobs,
healthy comunities, food for the hungry, and a secure food
supply chain. Over 130 representatives have joined the Al aska
Food Policy Council because of challenges such as food dollars
that could stay in Alaska and create jobs; health concerns for
di sease and contam nated food; and the high cost of food. The

vision of the council is for a healthy and secure food system
that feeds all Al askans, and its mssion is to inprove the food
system for the benefit of all Al askans. Initiated in 2010, the
council 1is an independent organization that is open to anyone

and is working to connect people from different areas of the
food system focus attention on the problens of the food system
and elevate policy to strengthen the food system Menbers work
to strengthen the Jlocal agriculture and fisheries product
preference statute and to increase state agencies' purchase of
Al aska agricultural and fish products, and have coll aborated to
pilot-test the Alaska Farners' Market-Quest Card program Coals
of the council's 2012-2015 strategic plan are: all Al askans
have access to affordable, healthy, |ocal foods; Al aska' s food-
related industries have a strong workforce; the food is safe and
supplies are secure; the food system is sustainable; and that
Al askans are engaged in their food system M. Snyder expressed
the council's appreciation for the legislature' s support and
encouraged the governor to establish a state food resource
devel opnment wor ki ng group

12: 37: 13 PM

JIM SACKETT, CEO and President, Toghotthel e Corporation
informed the commttee Toghotthele Corporation is the Al aska
Native village corporation of Nenana. He expressed the
corporation's support of HCR 1 and requested an anendnent which
read:

Following the words, "to work collaboratively wth
Al aska Native regional corporations" insert "and
vill age corporations”

MR. SACKETT explained that the regional corporations own the
sub-surface estate, but village corporations own the surface

estate where the food is actually grown. He noted that the
rising cost of energy wll affect the cost of transportation and
growwng food locally wll becone even nore inportant. He

poi nted out that Nenana is geographically located in the center
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of the state with a highway, railroad, and barge system to nove
food to the western cities.

12: 38: 55 PM
M KE O HARE, Deputy Director, Di vi si on of Honel and
Securi ty/ Ener gency Managenent , Depart ment of Mlitary &

Veterans’ Affairs stated that his division is one of the naned
agencies in the resolution that would be required to coordinate
with others to provide food reassurance and the utilization of
donestically grown and harvested food. He assured the conmttee
the division does incorporate locally growm and harvested food
resources in its catastrophic food assurance pl an.

12:40: 06 PM

CHAI R HUGHES cl osed public testinony.

12: 40: 21 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved Conceptual Amendnent 1 which read:

On page 5, line 9, following "Al aska Native regional”
insert "and vill age"

12:40: 44 PM

CHAI R HUGHES obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

12: 41: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON observed that village corporations have
the surface rights in their respective jurisdictions and this is
an appropriate anendnent to the resol ution.

12: 41: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE spoke in support of the anendnent.

12:42: 14 PM

CHAI R HUGHES renoved her objection. There being no further
obj ection, Conceptual Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

12: 43: 09 PM

[HCR 1 was hel d over.]
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12:43: 28 PM

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Conmttee on Econom c Developnent, Trade and Tourism
nmeeti ng was adjourned at [12:43] p.m

HOUSE EDT COW TTEE -17- January 29, 2013



