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8:13: 02 AM

CHAI R LYNN GATTIS called the House Education Standing Commttee
nmeeting to order at 8:13 a.m Representatives Gattis, Saddler
LeDoux, Drumond, P. WIson, and Seaton were present at the cal
to order.

SB 57- LI TERACY, PUPIL TRANSP, TEACHER NOTI CES

8:13: 50 AM

CHAI R GATTI S announced that the first order of business would be
SENATE BILL NO 57, "An Act relating to parental involvenent in
education; adjusting pupil transportation funding; anending the
time required for enpl oyers to give tenured teachers
notification of their nonretention; and providing for an
effective date." [Before the conmmttee was CSSB 57(FIN). ]

8:14:11 AM
TIM LAWI N, Staff, Senat or Gary Stevens, Al aska State

Legi sl ature, speaking on behalf of the sponsor, Senator Stevens,
stated that proposed SB 57 was an effort to increase parenta

i nvolvenent in student literacy skills by the third grade; to
change the layoff notification deadline for tenured teachers;
and to adjust pupil transportation funding. He declared that

the data for student success enphasized the need for parental
i nvol venent in order for students to gain proficiency in reading
by the third grade. He pointed to the learning tools used by
many st at es, i ncl udi ng identification and assessnent,
intervention with renediation, and policies for retention which
were all necessary strategies prior to that age. He expl ai ned

that the proposed bill would comunicate these strategies and
information on the inportance of early literacy annually to the
parents. These conmmunications would include a nedia canpaign
with an internet website, as well as local television and

advertising prograns for better recognition of the inportance
for literacy proficiency by the third grade. He offered his
belief that the lay-off notification date for tenured teachers
and the transportation funding for the next three fiscal years
al so contained in the proposed bill had already been discussed
in the conmttee.

8:18: 22 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON indicated that a Conceptual Anmendnent
woul d be offered followi ng the testinony.

8:19:42 AM

The commttee took an at-ease from8:19 a.m to 8:22 a.m
8:22:14 AM

CHAI R GATTI S brought the conmttee back to order.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked if the commttee had al ready noved
a simlar pupil transportation bill.

CHAIR GATTIS expressed agreenent, and remnded the conmttee
that the sponsor had noted that bills simlar to sections of
proposed SB 57 had al ready been noved by the commttee.

8:23:34 AM

CHAI R GATTI S opened public testinony.

8:24: 00 AM

JOHN ELCANTRA, Representative, National Education Association -
Al aska (NEA), said that he represented the 13,000 nenbers of the

Nati onal Education Association - Al aska. He referred to a
letter submitted to the bill sponsor, dated Mrch 18, 2013,
which had discussed the notification of tenured teachers
[Included in nenbers' packets]. He reported that there was

consi derable concern from teachers, especially those in the
"disciplines of art, nusic, and counselors, folks that are a
little outside the general education nmainstreamand are a little

nmore worried, rightfully so..." He pointed out that their
smal l er nunbers would allow for non-retention nore quickly in
the current budget cutting environnent. He suggested that a

date of April 20, or a few days follow ng the adjournnent of the
| egi slature, would be a nore appropriate date for non-retention
notification to tenured teachers, as school districts would

better understand the upconi ng budget. He offered a personal
anecdote regarding notivation and encouragenent by his
daughter's nusic teacher. He declared support by the NEA for

proposed SB 57, only suggesting a change of date for
notification of non-retention.

8:28:25 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX questioned whether job fairs would also
change dates in response to the date change in the proposed
bill.

MR. ELCANTRA expressed his agreenent regarding the job fairs
held in Alaska, but he questioned a corresponding change for job
fair dates in other states.

8:29:13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMMOND reiterated that, once education funding
had been recogni zed, an earlier date was better.

MR. ELCANTRA expressed agreenent that nore tinme for non-retained
teachers to pursue their career was better.

8:30: 13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER commented that, as there were various
interpretations to the length of session, this could affect the
af orenent i oned dat e.

MR. ELCANTRA expressed his agreenent.
8:30: 40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to the aforenentioned
NEA | etter of support included in the nenbers' packets.

8:31:31 AM

BRUCE JOHNSON, Executive Director, Alaska Council of School
Adm ni strators, stated support by the nenbership for proposed
SB 57 as it would inflation-proof the pupil transportation costs
and contracts. He declared support for the early Iliteracy
programnms, as well. He indicated that school districts often
offered contracts and set non-retention dates that worked for
the area and in anticipation of legislative funding. He
declared the inportance for retention of specialists and core
teachers through early action.

8:33:40 AM
M KE COONS declared that, if NEA was against sonething, he
supported it. He stated that school admnistrations already

distributed non-retention notices prior to the finalization of
t he education budget by the |egislature. He noted that he was
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unenpl oyed and knew how to |ook for other |obs. He decl ared
that job resunes could be withdrawn if a job was avail abl e. He
declared his support for the date of My 15 in the current
version of the proposed bill.

8:35:41 AM
CHAI R GATTI S cl osed public testinony.
8:35:50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON offered Conceptual Anendnment 1, which
woul d add | anguage to repeal Section 4 on Novenber 1, 2015.

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON obj ected for discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expl ai ned that, as there was intention for
"statewi de coordinated pupil transportation contracts,” the
Consuner Price Index adjustnment would be in effect for the
school year, 2015, but this would allow for negotiation of new
transportation contracts wthout any provisions already in
pl ace. He added that the sponsor of SB 57 had determined this
to be a friendly amendnent.

8:37:23 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON declared this to be an inportant
amendnent because of the possibility for increasing conpetition
for a statewi de pupil transportation contract.

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON renoved her objection

8:38:17 AM

CHAIR GATTIS rem nded the conmttee of a prior House Education
Standing Conmittee discussion on transportation, which had
agreed to "bridge the gap fromnow until those bus contracts."”

8:38: 53 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked for further information regarding a
date change from May 15 to April 20.

8:39: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON suggested that the fiscal note be revised
to reflect the date change.
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8:39:34 AM

There being no further objection to Conceptual Anendnent 1, it
was adopt ed.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX renewed her request for nore information
regardi ng the date change.

8:40: 10 AM
CHAI R GATTI S opened public testinony.

DEENA PARAMO, Superintendent, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School
District, said that the new date stipulated in proposed SB 57
was wthin the paraneters for knowl edge of school district
funding, and allowed the districts to ensure the best teachers
for the followi ng school vyear. She declared that this date
wor ked for the Matanuska- Susitna Borough School District.

8:42: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether there were concerns for
nmoving the date earlier in the year, as suggested by the NEA

DR. PARAMO replied that the WMatanuska-Susitna Borough School
District preferred the My 15 date, as it wuld take a
significant amount of time to get contracts prepared by April
20. She reported that the local contribution to the school
district was not determned until after the state |egislature
had made its deci sions.

CHAI R GATTI S cl osed public testinony.
8:43:16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report CSSB 57 (FIN), as anended,
out of conmttee wth individual recommendations and the
acconpanying fiscal not es. There being no objection,
HCS CSSB 57 (EDC) was noved from the House Education Standing
Comm ttee.

HB 179- BROADBAND DI SCOUNTS FOR SCHOOLS

8:44: 09 AM
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CHAI R GATTI S announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 179, "An Act providing for public school funding
for tel ecommuni cations or Internet services."

8:44: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BENJAM N NAGEAK, Al aska State Legislature,
explaining the proposed bill, paraphrased from the follow ng
prepared statenent [original punctuation provided]:

The E-rate program provides federal funding for a
portion of a school district’s teleconmunication cost.
HB 179 will provide state funding for the portion not

covered by the federal discount. For FY 14 that
amount is approximately $13.8 million dollars.
This bill also allows school districts to increase

their bandwi dth. Right now about 1/3 or approxinmately
170 schools have less than 10 negabits per second of

| nt ernet services. HB 179 will allow school schools
below 10 negabits per second to conme up to that
mnimum | evel and receive state reinbursenent. For

schools that are already at that |evel or higher, HB
179 allows those schools to increase 10% over their

prior year and receive state funding. This bill does
not limt any school district to higher increases but
does Iimt the state contribution at that point.

This bill will benefit all school districts across the
state. HB 179 wll assists school districts wth
their Internet needs and bring all schools across
Al aska to a mninmum | evel of Internet services.

Thank you for again for hearing this bill today. | am

happy to answer any questions the commttee may have.
My staff is available and there are people from the
Department online to answer questions as well.

8:46: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 170, |abeled 28-LS0679\U, M schel
4/ 5/ 13, as the working draft. There being no objection, Version
U was before the commttee.

8:47: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NAGEAK explained the changes in the CS, and
par aphrased fromthe foll ow ng prepared statenent:
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Renoved “tel ecommunication” from the bill on advice
fromthe departnent.

Renoved Title 1 references on advice from the
depart nent.

For FY14 the state match would be the total of the
applicant’s share. This is considered the “base
anmount . ”

Beginning in FY15, for those school districts whose
I nternet services are faster than 10 megabits-a-second
the anount they are eligible to receive is limted to
10 percent increase fromthe previous year’s anount.

Beginning in FY15, for those school districts whose
Internet services are slower than 10 negabits-a-second
the anmpbunt they are eligible to receive can increase
nore than 10 percent fromthe previous year’ s anount.

8:48: 27 AM

PEGGY COWAN, Superi nt endent , North Slope Borough Schoo
District, stated that the proposed bill supported all the school
districts in Alaska, as increased costs and flat funding created
a continuing challenge to provide the necessary student

pr ogr ans. She declared that funding for internet services was
critical for education. It allowed the State of Al aska to
| ever age f eder al f unds for a per cent age of district
t el econmuni cations services. She encouraged support for

proposed HB 179.
8:50: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked for an explanation of the E-rate
program

8:50: 23 AM

M5. COMN explained that it was a per school determnation, with
an application that required the school district to bid out its
t el econmuni cati on services. She stated that a fornula,
established by poverty rates, would define the average
rei nbursenent percentage to each school district, wth a
specific rate to specific schools. She conpared rei nbursenent
per cent ages anong various Rural Al aska school districts. She
noted that the anount of reinbursenment was based on the anount
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spent on tel ecommunication, but that the level of reinbursenent
was based on federal poverty guidelines for the school district.

M5. COMAN, in response to Representative P. WIson, said that

the proposed bill would allow her school district to receive an
increase of nore than 10 percent reinbursenent for internet
services up to 10 negabits-a-second, beginning in 2015. She
declared that this was a big step forward for rural school
districts. She reported that, currently, the rural schools in
her district had less than 3 negabits, conpared to 100 negabits
in the Alaska legislative offices. She pointed out that any

school districts with nore than 10 negabits would also be
eligible to increase funding by up to 10 percent.

8:54:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER, aski ng about the Departnment of Commerce,
Community & Econom ¢ Devel opnent statew de broadband task force
to increase bandwi dth for rural comunities, questioned how the
proposed bill would "mesh with that effort.”

M5. COMN replied that, although proposed HB 179 woul d not solve
t he broadband issue, it was a step in the right direction. The
popul ated areas of the state did not have the Internet access
issues that the rural areas had, and this was the concern for

t he taskforce. She offered her belief that there would be an
attenpt to bring up to 450 negabits to all the rura
comuni ties. She clarified that the proposed bill would allow

the rural school districts to afford to utilize the current
technol ogy, and nake available distance courses in order for
students to conpete for the performance schol arship. She
enphasi zed that this was not the fix that the task force was
resear chi ng.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER called attention to previous |egislation
regar di ng bandw dt h.

8:57:23 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked to clarify that each schoo
contracted for these services.

LI NDA THI BODEAU, Director, Ofice of the Director, Libraries,
Archives & Miseuns, Depart ment of Education and  Early
Devel opnent  ( EED), offered her belief that currently the
services were contracted through the school district, but that
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the services in the proposed bill would go to each school
i ndi vi dual |y.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked if it would be possible to have a
statewi de contract for these services.

M5. THI BODEAU replied that it would be a huge leap forward
beyond the proposed bill, but that, conceptually, it was
possi ble. She explained that the E-rate requirenents were for a
conpetitive bidding process, so that a school district would not
be required to buy froma provider.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked to clarify whether it would be
possible, and if the providers could bid for this contract.

M5. THI BODEAU explained that the providers would bid to the
school districts individually, and that the school districts
woul d buy fromthe cheapest option.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked if a statew de approach would be
advant ageous.

M5. THI BODEAU replied that it could be very advantageous, but
woul d require a | ot of study.

8:59:47 AM
CHAI R GATTI S opened public testinony.
9:00: 01 AM

DAVE JONES, Assistant Superintendent, Kenai Peninsula Borough
School District (KPBSD), stated support for proposed HB 179 and
said that, although it would only have a limted effect in the
Kenai Peni nsul a Borough School District, it would provide great
opportunities for other rural areas of the state.

9:01: 02 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked about the statew de contract
appr oach.

MR. JONES declared that services were currently bid on a
district wide basis and that the federal reinbursenent was
determ ned on an individual basis. He said that the volunme in
the district could bring the cost down, but he questioned that a
single conmpany had the ability to service the entire state.

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 13- April 8, 2013



9:02: 30 AM

DEENA PARAMO, Superintendent, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School
District, stated support for HB 179. She declared that her
school district invested heavily in technology and on-line
courses, to ensure that its students were well connected. She
pointed out that digital learning was an integral part of the
school district curriculum and allowed students mastery of on-
line research nmethods and course work, in order to adequately
prepare for a future imrersed in technology. She reported that,
as this was a responsibility of +the school district, the
partnerships wth service providers had increased the area
network for connection to nore schools. She enphasi zed that
this connectivity had brought higher costs, which had been paid
by the community. She declared support for proposed HB 179.

9:04: 13 AM

BRUCE JOHNSON, Executive Director, Alaska Council of School
Adm ni strators, stated support of HB 179, declaring that it
woul d be beneficial for paynment of ever increasing higher costs,
whil e providing greater internet access in Rural Al aska.

9:05: 14 AM

CARL ROSE, Executive Director, Association of Alaska School
Boards (AASB), stated support of proposed HB 179, observing that
digital technol ogy needed to be extended into the school s.

9:05:45 AM
CHAI R GATTI S cl osed public testinony.
9:05:55 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER stated his support for proposed HB 179.
He referenced page 7, footnote 8, of the Legislative Research
Report 00.007 titled "The Federal E-Rate Program and ASTF
G ants: Hel ping to Connect Al aska's Schools,"” dated March 17,
2000 [Included in nmenbers' packets]. The footnote pointed out
that although wireless connection in schools would be nuch nore
cost effective, it would entail a change to the Federa

Communi cati ons Commi ssion (FCC) rules. He suggested that this
could be a better long-termfix.

9: 06: 48 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked to clarify that the schools were not
able to utilize wireless internet access.

9:07: 09 AM

CHAI R GATTI S expl ai ned that schools could use wireless but there
was a federal issue.

9:07:32 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report CSHB 179, Version 28-
LSO679\U, M schel, 4/5/13, out of conmttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 179(EDC) was reported from the House
Education Standing Comm ttee.

HB 190- CREDI T FOR SECONDARY SCHOCOL COURSES

9:08:12 AM

CHAI R GATTI S announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 190, "An Act providing for course credit in
secondary school based on denonstrated mastery of the subject.”

9:08: 22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATQN, sponsor of HB 190, reviewed the intent of
the proposed bill, and stated that students taking college
courses were not receiving full course credit because of a |ack
of "seat tine." He explained that the proposed bill allowed
students who had denonstrated mastery of the course content to
challenge to test out of the course and receive the ful

academc credit. He reported that each school district would
still define the denonstration of nmastery for the course
subject, and would be required to provide an assessnent for a
challenge to a course. He pointed out that although some school
districts had already established policy for <challenging
courses, other districts had not, and the bill required this for
every school district. He noted that the course credits would
apply toward fulfillment for the Al aska Perfornmance Schol arship,
but it was not required that these credits be factored into a
grade point average. He shared that this challenge did not
include credit for any of the prerequisite courses. He directed
attention to the Credit By Choice program in the Anchorage
School District [Included in nenbers' packets], and clarified
that it was not the intent for all the policies to be the sane.
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He reiterated that each school district could deternine its own
policy of course challenges for credit, which would only apply
to those courses already offered by the school, and that a fee
could be charged for the assessnent. He stressed the need for
progressive education and to keep students engaged.

9:13: 21 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON offered her belief that sone classes
would be nore easily assessed than others, expressing her
support for the opportunity to challenge offered by proposed
HB 190.

9:14: 32 AM
CHAIR GATTIS shared an anecdote about required coursework, and

commented that students were often held back due to the |ack of
opportunity to challenge out. She stated support for HB 190.

9:15:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER directed attention to page 1, lines 10-
11, and asked about the inplied cost for developnent of an
assessnment tool. He pointed out that, although the fiscal note
was zero to the state, the school districts would have sone cost
to develop a fair assessnent tool. He asked the sponsor for an

estinate to the cost of a fair assessnent tool.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied that, a final exam could be used
for any class using a text book. For classes that required
actual production, it could require individual tinme from a
teacher, which was the reason the Anchorage School District
required an $85.00 challenge fee. He opined that schol arships
for fees would be available, if necessary. He declared that
there was not a mandate to design a separate assessnent tool for
every student.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER suggested that school districts share
st andards and approaches, which could |lead to nore consistency.

9:18: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON directed attention to page 1, lines 10-
11, which stated that a school district "shall" establish as
assessnent tool, and she suggested a need for the |anguage to be
nore flexible. She proposed that this could be better addressed
as each course chal |l enge arose.
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9:19:31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND expressed agreenent that assessments
shoul d only be required when a course was chal | enged.

9:19:44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON indicated that it was not the sponsor's
intent to have a challenge assessnent established in every
district for each class offering, but nerely to ensure the
response to a student request. The district would stil
determ ne the definition for nastery and the determ nation for a
passi ng grade.

9: 20: 58 AM

CHAI R GATTI S opened public testinony.

9:21.:04 AM

CHAI R GATTI S asked about a requirenent for advance assessnents
versus creation of an assessnent when the course was chall enged,
and how this program would work in the Matanuska- Susitna Borough

School District.

GENE STONE, Assistant Superintendent, Matanuska-Susitna Borough
School District, said that the circunstances were tailored to

each situation in order to have this program work. He rel ayed
that the student consulted with a gui dance counsel or, a teacher,
and an admnistrator, all prior to allowwing a student to
chal l enge a course. He described that the on-line support

prograns could be used to determne the |evel of mastery, which
woul d allow for a shorter course conpletion time and recovery of
the credits. He stated that it made no sense to have a student
sit through a full senmester class if they had already nastered a

significant part of the course. He explained that students
could al so receive both high school and college credit by taking
a college level course, and then denonstrating mastery. He

referenced a situation whereby a student failed the first
senester of a course, but stayed in the course, and then passed
the end of year exam nation, which denonstrated mastery of the
entire subject.

9: 25: 28 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked how nmany students succeeded wth
t heir chal |l enges.

MR. STONE replied that the challenge option was only available
to students when the teachers had a high degree of confidence
for success. He offered his belief that this process could
beconme nore frequent.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if the school district had a stock
of assessnments, or woul d devel op new ones.

MR. STONE responded that the school district had invested in
APEX Learning for credit recovery, but that other school
districts would need to determ ne what was going to be used for
an assessnent tool.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if the school district would share
its assessnent tools.

MR. STONE replied that it would be necessary to invest in the
APEX Learning on-line courses, but that the other assessnents
were the standard teacher generated tests of the curriculum
i ncludi ng year-end final exam nations to denonstrate nastery.

9:28: 15 AM

CHAI R GATTI S explained that the aforementioned APEX Learni ng was
an on-line credit recovery and advanced placenent course. She
noted that there was a proprietary cost involved w th APEX

9:29: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asking if the final exam nation for
Algebra | did enconpass the entire scope of the year, questioned
whether a final examnation was a full assessnent of the
students understandi ng of the range of the course.

MR. STONE replied that this would be necessary for each school
district to determ ne, and possibly augnent the assessnent for
certain courses.

9: 30: 24 AM
BRUCE JOHNSON, Executive Director, Alaska Council of School
Adm ni strators, stated support for HB 190, and said that seat

time was beconming increasingly obsolete in sone classes. He
declared that it was appropriate to have the determ nations
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pl aced under the purview of each school district. He suggested
that the standards based assessnments results could be used for
determ nations, as well as a variety of other tools which could
be depl oyed on an individual basis. He opined that this was in
the best interest of students, and that the standards would
evol ve and nake the assessnent process nuch easier.

9:32: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE = SADDLER questioned whether testing out or
chal  enge prograns were being inplenmented in other educationa
syst ens.

MR. JOHNSON replied that it had been a standard in other states
and universities for some time, and that nany nationw de schoo
districts were now i npl enmenting this approach.

9:32: 57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if there were associated costs to
the prograns in the other states.

MR. JOHNSON offered his belief that in the two states in which
he had worked, Illinois and North Dakota, there had not been
significant costs.

9:33:31 AM

HERB SCHRCEDER, Vice Provost, University of Alaska Anchorage
(UAA), Al aska Native Science and Engineering Program (ANSEP),
stated his support for HB 190. He declared that ANSEP cl asses
had "raised the bar for education for our students,"” as
incentives were provided to the students. He reported that,
al though nobst ANSEP students conpleted college courses while
still in high school, nmany would not receive equivalent high
school credit. He declared that this was a de-notivator for
hard work, and that students needed encouragenent to take these
col |l ege courses. He pointed out that proposed HB 190 provided a
mechani sm for students to be rewarded for academ c excell ence.

9:35:26 AM

M KE  HANLEY, Conmi ssi oner, Ofice of the  Conm ssioner,
Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), in response
to a request by Representative Seaton, reflected on page 1,
lines 10-11 and the concern for the |anguage stipulating "shal

establish an assessnent tool." He offered his interpretation
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that, although this would be a school district responsibility,
it did not necessarily require any response prior to the
chal | enge for a course.

9: 36: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked for his interpretation of assessnent
tool preparation as a practical matter.

COWMWM SSI ONER HANLEY opined that it was not difficult for a
school to prepare an assessnent for testing out of npbst courses.
He declared that it would be a task for a school district which
had not thought of assessnment for challenges, but that school
districts would be prepared if the proposed bill was passed.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX inquired about what was an acceptable
delay for an assessnent to test out of a class.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY hypot hesi zed that the school district would
encourage the appropriate action to neet the requirenents of
I aw. He offered his belief that it behooved the district to be
pr epar ed.

9:39:34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER asked if it would be appropriate to alter
the language in the proposed bill to allow the districts sone
| atitude for preparation.

9:40: 06 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON indicated that preparation time was

inherent in the process to inplenment a policy, as the current
version would allow school districts to develop their policies

ahead of tine. He offered his belief that school districts
woul d request teachers to prepare assessnents appropriate to
their cour ses, whi ch coul d i ncl ude t he st andard based

assessnments, independent assessnents, or final exam nations. He
surmsed that it did not require a school district to drop
everything, and inmmediately develop an assessnent for every
cl ass. He declared that teachers would already have sone
assessnent tool for the end of the class. He allowed that the
nost i nportant aspect for each school district was to determ ne
the bar for mstery of a course, currently a 90 percent
assessnment in the Anchorage School D strict. Al t hough he
defined nmastery as the ability to nove on to the next course and
succeed, he declared that the state should not nake the
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determ nation of mastery for each school district. He reported
that data from previous testinony in the House Education
Standing Commttee indicated that "nost kids that drop out of
school have already passed the high school exit exam and the
reason they're dropping out is because they're held in courses
that are not challenging ...."

9:43: 27 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX expressed her concern for a student
interested in testing out of a class which was necessary for
gr aduat i on. If the district was slow to provide an option, and
the student did not take the class and ultimately did not pass
the assessnent, there could be a difficulty. She decl ared her
assunption that "the districts will get their act together and
provide an assessnment in a reasonably tinmely manner.” She
opined that this could be revisited at a later date, if this was
not the case.

9:44: 35 AM

CHAI R GATTI S expressed her agreenment with Representative LeDoux,
offering her belief that the school districts understood the
necessity for supporting students in a progressive way, and that
t he proposed bill provided another tool for attaining that goal.

9:45: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER rel ated that the intent of HB 190 was not
an imediate nmandate for each school district to establish
assessnment tools for every class, but to create the assessnents
as needed by reasonable interpretation. He suggested that
school districts deternmne the <classes nost likely to be
chal | enged, and prepare those assessnents. He advocated that a
"B" grade was sufficient for mastery, although this policy would
be defined by each school district. He requested that the
school districts naintain data for the nunber of chall enges, and
t he percentage of successful chall enges.

9:46: 31 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to the Anchorage Schoo
District policy for course challenge, as it had established

paraneters that would be hel pful to other school districts.

9:47: 03 AM
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CHAIR GATTIS, in response to a comment by Representative Seaton,
asked to clarify whether the student transcript should note that
a course was credited by exam nation

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON shared that this was the policy of the
Anchorage School District, and that each school district could
determne its own policies.

CHAI R GATTI S cl osed public testinony.
9:47:59 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON, directing attention to page 1, lines
10 - 11, nmaintained her concern for the "shall" |anguage, which
she opi ned required an assessnent tool for every course provided
by the school district. She suggested a conceptual anmendnent
whi ch woul d better define the [imtations.

9:49: 18 AM

CHAIR GATTIS expressed her agreenent for a tinmeline to the
chal | enge and testing interval.

9:49: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON cauti oned t hat it woul d be
counterproductive to place a deadline in statute. He decl ared
that the nost inportant aspect of the proposed bill was the
requi renent for each school district to act. He pointed out

that any course that was being offered would have a teacher to
easi |y nmake an assessnent.

9:51: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND suggested that students be required to
indicate an interest for a challenge at course registration
time. She expressed agreenent with earlier testinony that
school districts would prepare assessnents once a challenge had
been request ed.

9:52: 46 AM

CHAIR GATTIS pointed out that nany course assessnments were
al ready in place.

9:53: 00 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER suggested that a conceptual anendnent
inserting "within a reasonable tine following a denonstrated
need" woul d better clarify the intent.

9:53: 46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX opi ned that "reasonable tine" was inplicit
in the | anguage of the proposed bill.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER shared that a school district could
determne that a final examnation was sufficient to neet the
intent of the proposed bill.

9:54: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER noved to adopt Conceptual Anendnent 1, as
fol |l ows:

Page 1, line 10, after "shall establish"

Insert ",within a reasonable tinme following a
denonstrated need, "

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON objected for discussion and asked for
clarification that this was a conceptual anmendnent.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON renoved his objection. There being no
further objection, Conceptual Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

9:56: 19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to report HB 190, as anended, out
of conmmttee wth i ndi vi dual reconmendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal not es. There being no objection,

CSHB 190(EDC) was noved from the House Education Standing
Conmi ttee.

9:56: 47 AM
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m
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