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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
5:13: 37 PM

CHAIR LORA REINBOLD called the Adm nistrative Regul ati on Review
Commttee neeting to order at 5:13 p.m Representative Reinbold
and Senators Stevens and French were present at the call to
or der. Representatives Keller, Gattis, T. WIson, Pruitt, and
Seat on and Senator Dunl eavy were also in attendance.

Presentation: Exploring the Concerns of the New Al aska State
Acadeni ¢ Standards and the Potential |npacts to Al aska's
Educati on System - Part 1

5:15:27 PM

CHAI R REI NBOLD announced that the only order of business would
be the presentation entitled: Exploring the Concerns of the New
Al aska State Academ c Standards and the Potential Inpacts to
Al aska's Education System - Part 1. She said this will be the
first of many hearings on the topic.

5:19:46 PM

TERRANCE MOORE, Ph.D., Professor, Hillsdale College, reviewd
his background and said that he currently teaches history. He
also works with the Barnry Charter School Initiative, whose

purpose is to help set up classical charter schools around the
country for parents and conmunities who desire that type of
educat i on. Previously, he was principal of a K-12 cl assi cal
charter school in Colorado, which was tw ce ranked the nunber
one high school in the state. He said he has witten on the
Common Core Standards, and he has also been a long-tinme school
ref ornmer. He obtained his doctorate from the University of
Edi nburgh, where he wote on the history of education in the
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18th century and its influence on the founding fathers. He also
served as a lieutenant in the U S. Marine Corps.

DR. MOORE said that the term "standards" is often used but very
few people actually know what it nmeans. It is a very great term
since it is difficult to argue against higher standards of
educat i on. However, he urged legislators to read the standards
and see if they can make sense of them since they are witten in
"education speak," which is a l|language that is inpenetrable by
citizens. In fact, when the standards are translated to regul ar
English they say ridiculous things, for exanple, one standard is
that kindergarten students should learn the common spellings of
the five nmajor vowels. He questioned how many spellings the
vowel "A" has.

5:21:53 PM

SENATOR STEVENS asked whether he was speaking about the Al aska
St andards or the Comon Core Standards.

DR. MOCORE related his understanding that the Al aska Standards
| ook like a blueprint of the Cormon Core Standards or a "cut and
paste" job; however, if that is not true then that's great. He
said his testinmony is neant to warn the |egislature about things
found in the Common Core Standards.

CHAIR REINBOLD rel ated her understand that the Al aska Standards
are 95 percent identical to the Common Core Standards.

5:22:46 PM

SENATOR FRENCH asked whether it is fair to say he has not read
Al aska's educational standards.

DR. MOCORE suggested that if the Alaska Standards are a "cut and
paste” job, it is a rebranding of the Comon Core Standards that
has happened in Arizona or in states such as |ndiana, which has
supposedly pul |l ed out of the Commobn Core Standards.

SENATOR FRENCH i nterjected that he takes that as a "no."

DR MOORE said it is the responsibility of parents, educators,
and legislators to find out if that "no" is really a no.

5:23:53 PM

ARR COW TTEE -4- March 25, 2014



CHAI R REI NBOLD asked whether Dr. Mbore has read the Common Core
St andar ds.

DR. MOORE answer ed yes.
5:23:59 PM

DR. MOORE continued, stating that one of the things in Comon
Core Standards is the idea of text conplexity and how that
drives the specific text chosen for schools. |In the Cormon Core
Standards, it is decided by the Lexile franmework. He urged
legislators to find out if that is the way Al aska w Il determ ne
its conplex text, since that framework 1is notorious for
cont ai ni ng m st akes. For exanple, the Gapes of Wath is rated
as second to third grade reading level since the Lexile
framework underestimates great |literature. The purpose of
Common Core Standards is to dimnish the nunber of literature
texts and, instead, increase the nunber of informational texts,
such as nodern textbooks that devalue literature but increase
political propaganda. These texts are inserted into the
cl assroons under the pretext of 21st century thinking skills,
which is sonething he has observed happening tine and tine

agai n. Revi ewi ng textbooks is one way to know if this is
happeni ng. If the textbooks are short on literature or only
provi de selections, students are being cheated from reading
great works of classic literature. He expressed concern about
t he purpose of Common Core Standards and the Coll ege and Career
Readi ness St andar ds. In fact, college professors want students
readi ng conplete novels and conplete works of great literature

in order to prepare them for the type of thinking college
freshman shoul d exhibit.

DR. MOORE suggested legislators should also get a sense of the
recommended books in College and Career Readiness Standards, if

any; otherwise, the default will be nediocre textbooks w thout
any classic literature. One main question that legislators
should ask is whether students read conplete works of great
literature or if the textbooks devalue literature. Legi sl ators
should also examne testing that will be used to enforce the
st andar ds. They should determ ne whether testing will be done
by reliable testing agencies, by Al askans, or if testing will be

done by one of the organizations such as Snmarter Balance or a
shadow organi zation created for states that opt out of Comon

Core Standards. He questioned whether these tests have been
field tested, and if the organizations are testing on nodern
articles or political i ndoctrination that is heavy on
envi ronnment al i sm but has wvery little to do wth great
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literature. These are |eading questions to ask to determine if
the standards aim at excellence, truth, and beauty in great
things instead of setting a very low bar of college and career
readi ness, he stat ed.

5:28: 28 PM

DR. MOCRE asked how college and career readi ness becanme the aim
of a liberal education, since this wasn't a phrase that was even
around 10 years ago. He has been around education reform for a
long time, and, historically, education ainmed at virtue,
knowl edge, happiness, and beauty. Wiile this nmay sound
phi | osophi cal and professorial, he recently spoke with parents
that were upset that nusic and art are dying a slow death in

school s. The reason to study great literature is that it
teaches | anguage, enpat hy, and insights into the human
condition, which nmakes students nore human. As legislators
exam ne the standards, he suggested they look to see if they
include Hans Christian Anderson, the Iliad, or Pride and

Prejudice, or if the standards nerely obtain superficial
knowl edge without inparting any lasting idea of know edge or how
the world works. These are educational values that parents want
for their children and if they don't get it they will be upset.

CHAI R REINBOLD encouraged people to "Google" Dr. Moore. She
appreciated his articles, she said.

5:31: 28 PM

ANTHONY ESOLEN, Ph.D., Professor of English, Providence Coll ege,
provi ded a brief biography, including that he has authored 13 or
so books and has translated the Divine Conedy into English. For
nore than 20 years he has been witing about Iliterature and
teaching literature, art, theol ogy, philosophy, and history. He
has used a wide range of literature, ranging from those of the
ancient Geeks and Mesopotam ans, through literature from the
end of the Renaissance and into the nodern world. Furt her, he
previously served as the head of the Rhode Island Honmeschooling
organi zation for seven years, during which tinme he considered
what children need and what they will need when they begin a
freshman Western G vilization course.

DR. ESOLEN said he has read the standards and finds them
wr ongheaded and i nept. He seconded everything Dr. More said.
The standards are wongheaded because they do not arrive at the
reason students should read good books. He has an ol d textbook
fromthe 1920s, a public school textbook prior to Dewey changing
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the education system and the witer begins with what the
English teacher really wants to do, which is to instill in her
students the library habit, or learning to |ove good books and
how to read them which leads to the discovery of why these

books are so admrable, grand, and |oveable. If the min
experience with the English language is from reading "trashy"
literature or magazi nes and dunmbed down newspapers, it wll not
lead to students becom ng good witers or to understanding the
capacity of the English [|anguage. If the goal is to teach
students to use the English |anguage well, the Al aska Standards

are not going to achieve it.

DR. ESOLEN said the Alaska Academc Standards are witten
abom nabl y. In fact, he teaches his students not to do the
things included in them 1|ike vagueness, dependence upon jargon,
bureaucratic flumrery, and the failure to state things sinply
and clearly. Seventy years ago, George O well spoke about this
in his great essay, "Politics and the English Language," calling
it a map for duplicity.

DR. ESCLEN said to begin with these are terrible standards.
Just as he would not have soneone covered with blood and filth
in charge of hygiene at a hospital, he cannot enbrace the
witers who drafted these standards since they are terrible
witers who purport to teach students how to wite. Learning to
wite well cannot be achi eved by these neans, he opi ned.

DR. ESOLEN enphasi zed that the only way to learn to wite well
is to imtate those who do, to expose students to people who

wite well, to expose students to good books, and to instill in
them a love for those good books. Students should read Pride
and Prejudice, Bleak House, works by George Eliot, and other
great works of literature, to gain an understanding of how
| anguage is used. Secondly, the [Al aska] Standards don't teach
granmar. He enphasi zed the inportance of teaching |anguage as a
systematic, coherent, and beautiful whole - a thing that

clarifies and opens things up for them You can only achieve
that if grammar is taught as a whole, coherently, at the sane
time as reading. Grammar cannot be taught in bits and pieces,
since a thorough learning requires one to two hours each day in

5th and 6th grade so it becones second nature - in the sanme way
students would study and learn Latin grammar. Students |earn
how the parts of |anguage are related to one another, which is
not done in the [Alaska Academ c] Standards or el sewhere. In

his experience, the only college students who know granmar are
t hose who happened to take Latin when they were in high school
Al though he did not have the Al aska Academ c Standards in front
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of him he recalled that a "little granmatical thing" 1is

introduced in second grade and one in 6th grade. He said that
the object should be to get students to |ove reading good books
and to introduce them to their great heritage of literature

witten in English, which is not present in the 24 or 26 pages
of standards.

5:39: 02 PM

SENATOR FRENCH referred to page 58 of standards for 11th to 12th
gr ades. He stated that the standard is to wite argunents and
support clainms in an analysis of substantive topics or texts
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. He
said it goes on to list additional requirenents. He asked
whet her there was sonething wong with that idea.

DR. ESOLEN acknow edged that there is nothing wong wth
teaching students how to argue, but frankly if you really want
to get students to learn how to think clearly, they nust be
taught grammar systematically in the 4th, 5th or 6th grades.
Then these students will do naturally in their witing what is
finally suggested that they do in the 12th grade.

DR. ESCLEN said that not only do college freshnmen fail to grasp
grammar, but they don't even know the nanes of great English
poets or witers. If this continues, in 20 years the only ones
who wll know anything about the humanities are those who
recei ved a cl assical education.

5:41: 26 PM

SANDRA STOTSKY, Ed.D. Professor of Education Reform Departnment
of Education Reform Curriculum and Standards, University of
Arkansas, stated that ten years ago she was the senior associate
commi ssioner in the Massachusetts Departnent of Education in
charge of all of the K-12 standards. She has al so served on the
Common Core Standards Validation Conmittee. She read Al aska's
English | anguage arts standards, which she found to be al nost
identical to the Commobn Core Standards. The chief difference
was in the introductory material, which was very abbreviated or
reduced in the Al aska Educational Standards. However, the
Al aska Acadenmic Standards seem to be alnobst identical to the
Common Core Standards, she said.

DR. STOTSKY related that three private organizations in

Washi ngton D.C. developed the Commobn Core Standards: The
Nat i onal Governor's Associ ation, the Council of the State School
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Oficers, and ACH EVE. These standards were funded by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, she said. She surm sed that the
menbers of the Standards Devel opnent Workgroup were Ilikely
selected by the Gates Foundation and ACH EVE since she was
unable to find any official information.

5:43: 06 PM

DR. STOTSKY reported that the conmmttee devel oping the College
and Career Readi ness Standards were chiefly test and curricul um
devel opers from ACT, SAT, ACH EVE, and NCEE. This group of
testing conpani es has never before been represented on standard

devel opnent commttees. Absent from the standards commttee
were high school math and English teachers, scientists, English
pr of essors, engi neers, parents, state legislators, early
chil dhood educators, and state or |ocal school board nenbers.
She said, "They were sinply not there." She expressed concern
that records of neetings were not available, which |eads her to
believe the process was not transparent. This matters to her

because she has been active in her community her entire life and
has been involved in community activities as a representative
town neeting nenber, a library trustee, and as a nenber of nmany
sel ectman and school search commttees. \When she served on the
[ Coomon Core Standards] Validation Conmittee in 2009, she was
asked to sign a confidentiality agreenent agreeing to never
di scl ose what occurred in the commttee. She expressed alarm
t hat nothing was transparent about any aspect of the process.

DR. STOTSKY turned to the qualifications of those who wote the
Cormmon Core Standards wused as the basis for the Al aska

educati onal standards. She focused on ELA [English Language
Arts] since that is her area of expertise. The two |ead
witers, David Coleman and Susan Pinentel, have never taught
reading or English in K-12 or at the college |evel. Nei t her of
them majored in English as an undergraduate, nor have they
produced any serious work in K-12. At the tinme they were

appointed to the [Conmon Core Standards' Validation Conmittee],
they were as unknown to English and reading educators as they

were to higher education faculty in rhetoric, speech,
conposition, or literary study. They were totally unknown, she
sai d. She was baffled as to the reasons they were selected,

what their charge was, who paid them and who selected them
5.46: 12 PM

DR. STOISKY said the purpose of the Commobn Core Standards
Validation Committee was ostensibly to evaluate the soundness,
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rigor, and validity of the standards that the standards witers
were devel oping over a series of drafts in 2009 and 2010. The
25-29 nmenbers of the Common Core Standards Validation Conmmttee
included one mthematician and herself as the sole English
| anguage arts expert, but not one high school math teacher. The
commttee eventually added one high school English teacher. The
bulk of commttee nenbership was affiliated wth testing,
school s of education, or other related aspects of teaching in
schools and not experts in mth or English [|anguage arts
standards. This inportant conmttee was supposed to verify that
the standards were internationally benchmarked, were researched
based, and included rigorous standards, she said. Al t hough she
was required to sign a letter by the end of the year attesting
to that claim she was one of five people who could not do so;
she could not "rubber stanp” such a process. First, the Common

Core Standards were not internationally benchmarked. She said
she requested the names of the countries these standards were
benchmarked to, and the information was not provided. Second,

the standards were not research based, and third, the Conmon
Core Standards certainly were not rigorous. She could determ ne
this since she is quite famliar with |anguage arts standards
from her work at the Mssachusetts Departnent of Education.

Further, it is now known the nmath standards failed to include
standards that will |ead students to STEM careers, but she has
no idea why they were omtted. The English |anguage arts

literary standards reduce literacy study in grades 6-12 and use
an unproven approach to teaching Euclidian Geonetry. They defer
conpletion of Algebra 1 to grades 9 or 10, which is not what
hi gh-achi eving countries do. The Common Core Standards are
devel opnmental ly inappropriate in the primary grades, and they
use 50 percent of the reading instructional time for high school
English cl asses for informational reading.

5:49:17 PM

DR. STOTSKY turned to the specific flaws in the English | anguage
arts standards. First, both reading and English |anguage arts
standards are mainly content-free skills, with tw or three
content standards at the high school Ievel - since she placed
t hem there. Second, the Common Core Standards stress witing
nore than reading, even though 100 years of research indicates
that good witers were first good readers. She predicted that
teachers will spend substantial time trying to teach witing

rather than reading. O course students need to learn to wite
and practice witing, but they need nore reading, she opined

Third, she highlighted that the Common Core Standard are
devel opnental |y i nappropriate in many gr ades and | ack
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coordi nation between witing and reading standards so students
are asked to set forth pieces of witing that are clained, yet
they have not seen a piece of reading with a claimunless their
teacher found out students need to see this type of reading to
be able to identify it.

5:50: 54 PM

SENATOR FRENCH asked for further clarification on an inbal ance
between reading and witing standards. He referred to the
Al aska Standards on page 46-61 and noted there are eight pages
of standards for reading and the sane anmpunt for witing. He
asked for further clarification on her claim that the Al aska
standards are wongly weighted in favor of witing standards.

DR, STOISKY agreed it appears that the nunbers are equal;
however, it is also inportant to count sub-objectives under the
writing standards. She suggested asking teachers if they are
spending an enornous tinme on witing at every grade |evel,
beginning in the primary grades. She enphasized that that the

sub-objectives anmount to an entire objective. She said she
di scovered that these standards are not fewer, fairer, and
deeper. I nstead, what has happened is that several different

objectives are bundled into one statenent, but they are called
one standard/ obj ecti ve. Thus, the standards are not fewer than
what the state previously had, she said.

5:53: 04 PM

DR. STOTISKY referred to Smarter Bal ance Consortium which is the
testing consortium that Alaska wll use. When New Hanpshire
teachers gave feedback on an early version of the Snmarter
Bal ance test, the entire New Hanpshire Teachers Union decided to

collectively oppose the testing. She quoted, "The principal
gathered the information and found out that his staff
collectively believes that the results from the test will not
neasure the academ c achievenent of our students and wll be
mainly a test of conputer skills and students' abilities to
endure through a cunbersone task." That is the first feedback

she said, which provides enpirical evidence from mddle schoo
teachers. No one really knows what the state is getting because
it is not being piloted in one or several states. Teachers are
not vetting these tests before giving themto their students.

5:54:55 PM
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CHAIR REINBOLD related that Dr. Stotsky has an extensive
bi ography and she encouraged people to reviewit.

SENATOR STEVENS related his understanding that Alaska is no
longer a part of Smarter Balance Consortium since it was
w t hdrawn sone tine ago.

5:57:11 PM

ZE' EV WURMAN, Engineer and Visiting Schol ar, Hoover Institution,
Stanford University, stated that he served as a senior policy
advisor at the U S. Departnent of Education between 2007 and
2009, and he served as a conmm ssioner on the 2010 California
Academ ¢ Content Standards Comm ssion that evaluated the Conmon
Core Standards before they were adopted. He has al so authored
multiple studies to evaluate the Common Core mathemati cal
standards and other state standards and serves as an executive
in Monolithic 3D, a Silicon Valley startup conpany.

MR. WURMAN said that the 2012 Al aska Mathematics Standards are
overwhelmngly a word-for-word copy of Comon Core Standards.
Their reduced rigor in K-8 wll directly lead to reduced
enrol l ment, particularly for disadvantaged and mnority students
i n advanced nmat hematics courses in high school, who are bound to
be harnmed from pursuing challenging and rewarding careers.
Additionally, he wondered if the ultimte value of high school
Common Core Standards is that they are supposed |lead to Coll ege
and Career Readi ness. He said that he conpared the Common Core
standards to Alaska Acadenmc Standards and found them to,
essentially, be identical, with the exception of two of forty K-
8 standards. In two other grades, three standards were added,
and in four grades, no additional standards were added.

MR. WJRMAN related that the Al aska Academ c Standards at the
high school Ievel only contain Common Core Standards, wth
several language clarifications. Secondly, he nentioned that
over the last couple of decades the change in Anerican education
has been to push nore students to take Al gebra by the 8th grade,
which led to an increase from 25 percent to 40-45 percent of
students taking Al gebra by 8th grade. This effort was taken due
to the perception that overseas high-achieving nations seened to
be doing better than Anerica in preparing students for technical

careers. The science in Science Technology Engineering and
Mat hematics (STEM is not only physics or chemstry, but
i ncludes social science. Students who are not prepared to

handl e mathematics cannot succeed in these technical careers.
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However, the Common Core Standards push Algebra to the 9th
grade, which indicates a | ack of rigor.

MR. WURMAN remarked that the inportance of this depends on
Al aska's goals since Common Core Standards prepare students for
community coll eges and non-sel ective coll eges. | f students are
limted to Algebra 2 in high school, their chances of achieving
a bachelor's degree drops to 50 percent, with a 50:1 success
rate for those who desire a STEM career. This data is from 2012

National Center for Education Statistics. In other words,
students will be prepared, at best, for non-selective colleges
under a curriculum developed using Conmon Core and Al aska
Academ ¢ St andar ds. In addition, since Algebra is pushed into

hi gh school, many students do not have any real chance to finish
hi gh school with cal cul us.

CHAI R REINBOLD | ooked forward to any feedback he could provide
regardi ng his California experience.

6: 05: 14 PM

RON FURHER, President, National Education Association, Al aska
(NEA- Al aska), said he represents 13,000 education support
prof essionals and teachers in the state. He noted that he has
provided witten testinony. He paraphrased from his Mrch 21

2014, letter, which read, as foll ows:

To Wiom It May Concern:

As president of NEA-Al aska, I represent 13,000
teachers and education support professionals who
strive to lead their profession by providing the
hi ghest quality education to Alaska' s children. In
2013, we voted on six guiding principles for |eading
our profession:

« Mke every educator a great educator
e Create opportunities for innovative practices

e Increase the amount of time that students spend
| earni ng

e Create a quality teacher evaluation system
* Reinforce effective fam|y-school partnering
e Delivery a rich and varied curricul um

Wth these principles in mnd, NEA A aska supported
the adoption of Alaska State Standards and continues
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to support the idea of raising the bar for the quality
of classroom learning in Al aska. The Nationa
Education Association endorsed Common Core in 2009
with the hope that we could nove away from "teaching
to the test” under No Child Left behind (NCLB) and
pl ace a new enphasis on fostering student |earning and
gr owt h.

As Common Core standards have been inplenented across
the country, however, teachers and education support
prof essional s have grown concerned. A recent survey
of teachers showed that seven in ten teachers believe
that inplenentation of the standards is going poorly
in their schools. Teachers have not been given enough
training, tinme, or classroom material to make the
shift to the new standards.

W have a chance to get things right in Al aska,

inmproving student learning and raising education
standards. School districts, school boards, teachers,
adm ni strators, parents, and students have an
i mportant perspective to share and should all be

involved in a collaborative inplenentation process.

Thank you for taking ny testinony on this nost
i mportant issue to Al aska's teachers and students.

6: 07: 28 PM

CHAI R REI NBOLD asked whether he could provide any feedback in
Al aska.

MR. FUHRER said he referenced the national study since Alaska's
new evaluation system is at various stages of inplenentation.
He offered to suggest a nmenber who could speak to inplenentation
of Conmmon Core Standards in Anchorage school s.

6: 08: 38 PM

JACOB BERA, Teacher, Eagle R ver H gh School, stated he is a
teacher at the Eagle R ver Hi gh School, in the Anchorage Schoo

District. He and his wife are both educators and have two snall
children who will start Alaska's public schools so they value a
qual ity educati on.

MR. BERA offered to share his views from the perspective of the
classroom on the new Al aska State Standards, teacher invol venent
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in the decision-making process, and the inportance of teacher
autononmy in relation to neeting standards. He viewed the
purpose of standards as setting the academ c bar of achi evenent,
while nore inportantly allowing educators to decide what
curriculum and educational approaches are appropriate for their
students to neet them This bal anced approach is the ideal that
Alaska is trying to reach, which is to provide consistency in
what students should learn, but to allow teachers to decide how
t hey shoul d teach students to |learn the curricul um

MR. BERA turned to his area of expertise, the visual arts,
noting he uses national and state standards as a guideline to
hel p determ ne what his students should know and experience at
each grade |evel. He al so uses standards to create rubrics to
assess his students' work. Still, he has the ability to choose
the approach he will use with his students, and he knows what
their interests are, what nmay challenge them and what may not
be appropriate for them He uses reconmmended curriculum and
texts from the district, but the ultimte decision as to what
his students experience in the classroom rests wth him Sone
col | eagues do not have the sane latitude due to the pressures of
accountability nmeasures weighing nore heavily on them The
climate of budget cuts and changi ng eval uati ons has al so created
added stress as these teachers try to achieve the worthwhile
goal of neeting high standards.

6:10: 20 PM

MR. BERA enphasi zed the inportance of ensuring teacher autonony
by allowwng him as a teacher, to decide what is best for his
students, which is one reason he is active in NEA-A aska. He
also wants to ensure that his colleagues are treated as
professionals, are allowed to make educational choices for their
students, and have a seat at table when educational decisions

are made. He noted that he accepts responsibility for the
deci sions he nakes and the performance of his students based on
factors within his control. He sincerely applauded | egislators

and educational |eaders in Al aska who value the inportance of
taking a thoughtful approach in making educational decisions.

6:11: 01 PM

MR. BERA acknowl edged the inportance of setting the educationa
bar high, but he also cautioned the bar needs to be achievable
and not set up educators and students for failure. He supported
a process that allows teachers to have a voice in review ng the
Al aska State Standards, in order to share their insights and
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expertise based on their classroom experiences. Al t hough this
may have already occurred, if nore time is necessary to review
the Al aska Academ c Standards, he expressed his wllingness to
do so. He wants what is best for Alaska's students and to
ensure that standards are appropriately inplenmented. This neans
granting teachers tinme and resources to adjust curriculum so
students can neet the new academ c standards. \When the teacher
perspective is taken out of the process, standards start to turn
into top down curriculum choices that nove the state farther
away from individualized instruction. He opined that innovative
approaches connect wth students and help them feel excited
about learning. A nunber of entities are working to do what is
best for Alaska's students, including the |egislature, the EED
the State Board of Education, and |ocal school boards; however
he wants ensure that teachers can participate in the educational
choices in Alaska, too. In closing, he advocated for the tine
and resources vital for student success and for teacher autonony
in the classroom

6: 12: 46 PM

CHAI R REINBOLD said she wants to ensure magi c between teachers
and students wi thout too many nmandates. She also wants to
enpower teachers and nmke certain that resources are not
diverted to testing the infrastructure necessary for testing.
She comented that teachers matter and need to have a voi ce.

6:14: 32 PM
SENATOR FRENCH asked whether the teachers agreed or disagreed
with the followng statenment from the Al aska Academ c St andards,

whi ch he read as foll ows:

These standards do not tell teachers how to teach nor
do they attenpt to override the unique qualities of

each student in classroons. They sinply establish a
strong foundation of know edge and skills all students
need for success after graduation. It is up to

schools and teachers to decide how to put the
standards into practice and incorporate other state
and | ocal standards, including cultural standards.

SENATOR FRENCH asked whether this is a true statenent, a false
statenent, or needs el aboration.

MR. FUHRER answered "true."
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MR. BERA said he believed that it is a true statenent. He would
enphasi ze the part that said it is up to school districts and
teachers to deci de how those standards are inpl enented.

6: 15: 39 PM
SENATOR STEVENS remarked that he keeps thinking that he should

have had Terrence Myore and Anthony Esolen as professors in
college, as he found their testinony exciting. He related that

his I|iberal arts education and a classical education are
inmportant. He recalled Dr. Stotsky's earlier coments that nore
time should be spent on [reading] than on [witing]. He asked

for feedback on the sense of this and if Dr. Stotsky is right.
He viewed coll ege students as spending nore tinme on analysis and
writing than on readi ng.

MR. BERA said he is a visual arts teacher, but the school has a
school -wi de goal to increase literacy. Teachers try to increase
the amount of reading in all areas and do so in the art room
too. He focused his concern on allow ng teachers to deci de what
t he students are reading.

6:17:24 PM

SENATOR STEVENS inquired as to how to bal ance reading classics
wi th ot her types of reading.

MR. BERA suggested that allow ng teachers to have autonony gives
them the ability to shape classroom materials based on the

community and the students. Regardless if the standards are
Common Core Standards or Al aska Academ c Standards, many readi ng
lists also provide suggested texts. He reconmmended that
teachers should be vocal if they have texts that are nore

appropriate for their students to neet the standards.

SENATOR STEVENS asked for further clarification on whether the
standards "tie teachers' hands" on literature or for assigned
r eadi ngs.

MR. FUHRER said there are times when teachers engage students to
think critically, which is when teachers are better apt to nake
t he determ nati on si nce t hey have devel oped per sonal
relationships with students and are aware of their interests and
abilities.

MR. BERA said he also serves on the Anchorage Curricul um Revi ew
commttee for the visual arts. He offered his belief that the
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ultimte recommendati ons should be |eft for teachers to decide,
if not, he would challenge the educator to seek nore autonomny.

CHAI R REI NBOLD stated that the Al aska Academ c Standards process
is just beginning, noting the public and teachers are just
becom ng aware of the standards, and pilot projects were not
used to test them out. She expressed concern about the unknown
aspects and issues wth regard to testing, as well as the
overall|l effects on teachers and cl assroons.

6:21: 37 PM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said he found it interesting that the

testinony does not seemto find the Al aska Academ c Standards of
high value; they do not natter as teachers ultimtely have the

standards in their hands. That would enphasize teacher
education, he noted. The legislature is always |ooking for ways
to inprove education. "That's probably the source of the
standards, ultimately sonme well-nmeaning person.” He pointed out

that the House just voted to elimnate the high school exit
exam He recalled being involved in that process and how the
teachers really did pitch in and help, but, sadly, the standards
"went down" as the test progressed, and "it left a lot of us
pretty frustrated.” He asked whether the state is wasting tine
by adopting any standards, because the teachers are saying not
to worry about it because they have it covered in the classroom

MR. FUHRER viewed the standards as providing the basics.
Teachers' goals are to naxim ze student |earning, and nost hope
to exceed the standards, so he tends to think of standards as
t he base |evel

MR. BERA added that one positive to standards is that it helps
to address transient students, such as mlitary children. The
t eachers hope students can performat a certain |evel.

6: 24: 33 PM

SENATOR STEVENS interpreted that he is not saying standards do
not matter, but rather that they matter very nuch since they
provide guidelines for school boards, admnistrators, and
t eachers.

MR. FUHRER replied yes; it is very inportant, particularly with
transi ent students.

6: 25: 36 PM
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CHAIR REINBOLD referred to the ESEA waiver standards which wll
be discussed |ater. She reiterated that Alaska is at an early
stage in terns of academic standards, and it will take sonme tine
to figure it all out.

6:27:52 PM

MARTY VAN DI EST, Parent, paraphrased from the followng witten
testimony, which read as foll ows:

My nane is Marty Van Diest. | am a graduate of the
University of Alaska Fairbanks, wth a degree in
educati on. | worked for eight years as a teacher and
adm nistrator in three small Christian schools in
Anchorage and Pal ner. M wife and | taught our four
children at honme over a period of nore than 20 years.
Qur youngest is now 19 and attending the University of
Al aska, Anchorage. CQur ol dest daughter was a Nati onal
Merit Scholar, which is a level of academ c excellence
achieved by less than 40 Al askan seniors every year.
She did this without attending a single elenentary or
secondary cl assroom

Al though | am not actively engaged in education now, |
am still very concerned that our children receive the
best possible preparation for life.

| have three nmjor problens for subjecting our
children to the Common Core curriculum or standards

that are aligned wth it. First, this will continue
the trend toward nore centralization that has been
occurring over the past 50 years. During the sane

tinme we've seen our quality in education decline.
Anericans are losing their place in innovation and
ingenuity partly because we wuse the assenbly-line

nodel in t eachi ng our chi | dren. Thi s is
centralization in the extrene. W need nore
diversity. Diversity encourages invention and

i nnovative. Centralization discourages it.

Second, these standards wll eventually lead to nore
federal intrusion into our educational system and into
our cl assroons. Standardi zed testing will need to
continue on a massive and nore intrusive scale than we
have seen to date. Some type of enforcenent or
i ncentive-based system will ensue causing us to |ose
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our ability to choose the style of learning that is
best for our schools and our children.

Lastly, | am concerned that these standards wll
eventually |imt the ability to choose our own
curriculum to teach our children. Al ready, nost of
the large publishers of educational nmaterial have
dropped sone information out and added ot her
information to nmake sure they are aligned with Common
Cor e. W will find our choices in curriculumlimted

and eventually may be forced to teach to the Common
Core Standards in our private schools and hones.

Pl ease stop this m stake. W have had enough of these
fact ory-based educational nodels. Let's give freedom
atry.

6:31:39 PM

JOE ALWARD, Teacher, West H gh School, paraphrased from the
witten testinony, which read as foll ows:

Recently the issue of Commbn Core Standards has becone
a very hot topic around our country. An expl anation
why it isn't working, and quite likely wll never work
in our current educational system is in order.

First, let me point out that the idea behind state
standards is fantastic, in theory. | think everyone
can agree that having sone standards to which al
students should achieve is a good idea. After all, we
do want students in our Nation's schools to inprove
right?

However, |like nost ideals there are fundanenta

probl enms or flaws.

Since the inplenentation of this poorly thought out
mandate | have noticed at our local level, in the
Anchorage School District, one such flaw. There are
supposed to be core courses being taught at each of
the 8 major conprehensive high schools. That is, a
student is supposed to be able to transfer from one
school to another and continue earning credit in that
cour se. However, this is not the case. For exanpl e,
there are courses being taught at sone schools that
aren't being taught at any other. W have entire
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progranms, |ike Engineering at Dinond H gh School that
are unique to a school.

Li kewi se, West Hi gh School, where | teach, is going to
have a very unique facility for Career and Techni cal

Education in the near future which wll very likely
offer courses no other school in the State wll be
able to offer. Because of the type of physical

structure that is being built as well as the way it
will be equipped with the latest high tech processing
machi nery, this will preclude students from being able
to do so. In other words, there is no way a student
who takes a course at West High's new facility will be
able to transfer to another school, even in our own
district, and have the next school's registrar,
principal or counselor be able to place the student
appropriately so he/she can continue earning credit in
t hat same particul ar course.

6: 35: 05 PM

In addition, with these added courses in CIE it has
pulled highly qualified Science teachers out of our
Science departnment to neet the need for  highly
qual i fied personnel to teach in the CTE departnent.

This has created a loss of offerings in Science at our

school . In order to counteract this downturn our
district is allowing students the opportunity to earn
Science credit for CTE cour sework. Thus, t he

juxtaposition our local district has put us in by
adopting these CCSS has put students, parent and our
comunities in a conprom sing position. This creates
a problem we cannot resolve when students transfer, in
or out of state, from school to school.

Next, if we can't do this on a local level, how in the
heck are we expecting this to be done on a statew de
| evel ? Based on what we know from the ASD s website
we have a very transient population of students in
Anchor age. How are we going to get the small village
schools all of the resources they wll need to make
this nmandate work? For exanple, when a student
transfers from Anchorage to the village, he/she my
have been taking biology, but the village school may
not be offering that course this year because they
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don't have anyone qualified to teach it. Thus, the
student doesn't get credit for that work.

In closing, Common Core was not well thought out nor
inpl emented in such a manner to make it a successful

endeavor. It may still have a chance in the future
Wi th proper adjustnents and with buy-in by all or nost
of the stakehol ders. However, as it is right now,

there are just way too many variables out of whack and
that is why it should be dunped before it wastes any
nore time, resources, and does further damage to our
st udent s, school districts and Al aska' s gr eat
educational system Thank you.

6: 36: 22 PM
CHAIR REINBOLD remarked that it 1is inportant to hear from

teachers. She said there is a ripple-down effect fromthe State
Board of Education or EED, so it's inportant to address what

happens on the front |[ine. She stated that the concept is
inmportant, but the state needs to evaluate practicality in
practi ce. She asked whether there were any concerns wth

respect to the teacher evaluations and the waiver.

MR. ALWARD said that once people begin to understand what Common
Core Standards neans wth respect to student performance on
tests, teachers will be nore concerned about evaluations based
on the criteria. Currently, it is difficult to have those
di scussions since the new standards haven't been rolled out by
the states and have just been used at the local |evel on a
vol untary basi s.

CHAIR REINBOLD agreed, noting that the state is just now
creating opportunities for parents to |earn what happened to the
standards and assessnments in 2009-2011

6:38:15 PM

SENATOR STEVENS related his wunderstanding that M. Alward
doesn't have a high regard for Al aska Standards and his concern
about student transfers, but he did not see the relationship
bet ween those issues. He asked for further clarification on how
st andards have inpacted transfers.

MR. ALWARD responded that he has struggled with the inpacts the

| ast few weeks. He clarified that he doesn't have an issue with
speci fic standards, but the idea of Conmmon Core Standards - the
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idea of what is done in Alaska will be the sane as what is done
in Connecticut - concern him He enphasi zed that Al aska is not
t he sane as Connecti cut.

6:39:21 PM

SENATOR FRENCH said it seens that the flaw M. Al ward points out
is premised in the fourth paragraph, which indicates core
courses are supposed to be taught at each of the mgjor
conpr ehensi ve hi gh school s. He questioned whether that is part
of the Common Core Standards or if it is part of what the schoo
district is doing to set up the curriculum He asked whether he
was m ssing somet hi ng.

MR. ALWARD said he thought it was both. One problem that
happens in Al aska is that when one course is being taught in one
district it should also be taught el sewhere; otherw se, students
can't take the course and nove to the next district or school.

SENATOR FRENCH di sagreed, noting that he is not speaking about
the State Academ ¢ Standards or Common Core Standards, but of
district policies on curriculum

MR. ALWARD said he wunderstood; however, he felt that the
standards pit small schools against |arge schools. He offered
his belief that the state will be faced with this issue even
nore so, now that the state is |ooking at inplenentation of this
type of reform

CHAIR REINBOLD enphasized the inportance of hearing from
teachers and parents who have the task of inplenmenting this.

6:42: 42 PM

TROY CARLOCK, Teacher, West High School, stated that he teaches
at West High School and has been teaching there for 16 years.
He al so owns a small pavenent mai ntenance busi ness in Anchorage.

MR. CARLOCK said he totally agrees with M. Alward that the idea
of standards is fantastic but should be done at the state and
| ocal level as a bedrock principle of the federal system M.
Alward has correctly pointed out that there are flaws with the
system in the Anchorage School District. There will be untold
suns of noney wasted to see that the Conmmon Core Standards are
i npl enmented throughout the state. Wen Dr. Jim Browder (PH)
came to the Anchorage School District last year, he realigned
the English and social studies «curriculum so they would
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correlate with each other. For exanple, sophonores would take
world history alongside world literature and juniors would take
U S. history alongside Anerican literature. Due to the large
transi ent student population in the Anchorage School District
the plan was for students to be able to transfer between high
school s and pick up where they left off.

6:43:51 PM

MR. CARLOCK said that this nmkes sense; however, each high
school in Anchorage was given the right to choose elective
courses for freshman, so courses do not necessarily correlate
bet ween schools. A student can take freshman consunmer economnics
at Chugiak H gh school, then transfer in the mddle of the
senmester to West High School, but need to take geography, Al aska
studies, or ancient civilization history. He questioned how
this wll work at a statewde level, or a national level, if it
can't be aligned at the |ocal |evel.

6:44. 24 PM

MR. CARLOCK asked whether schools I|ike Palnmer H gh School and
West High School will have prograns |like the international
baccal aureate program (1B). The IB program allows students to

take four senesters of history of the Anmericas and allows
seniors to graduate wthout taking any economcs or US

gover nment . He offered his belief that this doesn't even align
with the current state requirenents for graduation, but this
program exists through special waivers. He questioned how
Common Core Standards will affect this program He pointed out
that the state of Florida has adopted Comon Core Standards and
| B flourishes. Terrence O Moore, Professor, Hillsdale College
states, "They are deliberately killing the greatest stories of
the greatest nation in history. | believe both these wll rob
our students of our nation's heritage."

6:45:25 PM

MR. CARLOCK said there is no doubt that wuniversal education
began in New England clear back to 1647; however, it was done at
the state and local |evel. For exanple, the Massachusetts
| egislature passed a law requiring every comunity of [over] 50
famlies or households to set up free public schools to teach
the fundanentals of reading, witing, ciphering, history,
geogr aphy, and bi bl e study. Dr. Moore goes on to later explain
that townships that had 100 famlies or nore were required to
set up secondary schools to help students during that time to go
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to Harvard. Qur constitutional republic gives these powers and
responsibilities to the states and |ocal governnent. Pr esi dent
Ronal d Regan was very nuch a proponent of this principle, too

Foundi ng forefather John Adans makes note of this when he states
that they made an earlier provision by law that every town
consisting of so many famlies should be furnished with a
granmar school . They nmade it a crime for such a town to be
destitute of a grammar schoolmaster for a few nonths, and
subjected it to heavy penalties. The education of all ranks of
peopl e was under the care and expense of the public in a manner
that he believes has been unknown to any other people, ancient
or nodern.

6:46: 33 PM

MR. CARLOCK stated that the nost |iterate populous of any
country during those tines was early Anerica. He enphasi zed
that state and |ocal governnents did these things and not the
federal governnent. It was the state |egislatures that inposed

this on local citizens to see that public education was provided
in their coomunity. He concluded by saying that he believes the
Common Core Standards should not be inplenented because the
standards represent cunbersone, overreaching federal control
over the state and | ocal education systens.

6:48: 24 PM

CHAI R REI NBOLD asked for a list of who was involved with Al aska
St andar ds.

M KE HANLEY, Conmm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (EED), referred to a docunment in menbers' packets
entitled "Al aska English Language Arts & Mathematics Standards,”
whi ch provides a tineline. He said AS 14.03.015 states that:

It is the policy of this state that the purpose of

education is to help ensure that all students wll
succeed in their education and work, shape worthwhile
and satisfying lives for thenselves, exenplify the

best values of society, and be effective in inproving
the character and quality of the world about them

COWMWM SSI ONER HANLEY said that stated purpose isn't as fluid as
"college and career readiness,” but wultimately it neans to
ensure that students succeed in their education and work. He
stated that the department is |ooking at standards that wll
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hel p students be successful in their education and work, which
has been the departnent's goal all along.

6:49:34 PM

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY referred to a review of the success and | ack
of success in Al aska students by the Fordham Institute. He said
the institute rated Alaska's last set of standards as being an
"F'" in Language Arts and a "D' in Math. The Fordham Institute
rated the University of Alaska's renediation rates poorly, wth
53 percent of incomng freshnmen needing renmedial courses in math
and/ or Engli sh. Student conpletion rates for a UA degree were
at 33 percent. One-fifth of the students could not pass the
witten examto get into the mlitary, he said. Twenty percent
of Alaska's workers are nonresidents, and, in ternms of NAEP
[ Nati onal Assessnent of Educational Progress] scores, Alaska's
students are 41st in math and 47th i n reading.

6: 50:47 PM

CHAIR REINBOLD asked what percentage of students take NAEP
assessnents.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY responded that a select sanpling of fourth
and eighth grade students is done by the U S. Department of

Educat i on. The departnent provides the denographics of the
schools and the U S. DOE chooses the sanpling that best natches
t he denographics of the state. In response to a question, he

said he did not know the nunber of students tested.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY said that the data illustrates the need for
sonmething new and that was the driver for the Al aska Acaden c
St andar ds. The aforenentioned tinmeline speaks to Dr. Stotsky's
comments regarding the |ack of transparency with the Common Core
St andar ds. He enphasized the openness and engagenent of
Al askans that was used in devel opnent of the Al aska Academc
St andar ds.

6:51: 59 PM

SUSAN  MCCAULEY, Di rector, Teaching and Learning Support,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), reviewed
the aforenmentioned tineline, noting that beginning in February
2010 and extending for nearly two years, the departnment went
t hrough a process of developing and publicly vetting the Al aska
Academ ¢ Standards (Al aska standards) which were then adopted in
2012. The devel opnent process entail ed 230 Al aska
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representatives from over 56 organizations over a period of
eight neetings, being sure to include teachers of special
educati on students and Engl i sh | anguage | earners and
representatives of post-secondary school. The Al aska standards
wer e devel oped being responsive to what was known about Al aska's
previous set of standards and to how Al aska students perform
with the goal of wanting to ensure that Alaska s students could
be conpetitive in and outside of Al aska. The process included
an extended six-nonth public coment period to ensure a clear

and transparent process. In addition, five regional comunity
nmeetings were held throughout the state, eight webinars were
conducted, and 17 in-person presentations were given. The EED

sent frequently-asked-questions (FAQ) and draft standards to
150 business and education organi zati ons across Al aska, inviting
comments on the standards. The draft standards were discussed
in the departnent's annual report to the legislature in January
2013, and in June 2012, followng a thorough review of the
public comrents, the Al aska Acadenic Standards were approved.
In response to a question, Ms. MCauley answered that the state
Board of Education approved the standards.

6: 54: 23 PM
SENATOR FRENCH asked for the amount of public comment received.

M5. MCCAULEY replied that it was extensive, primarily from
Al askan teachers wth regard to tw topics: the origina
standards did not include a set of standards for |literacy,
hi story, science, and technical subjects. She reported that
overwhel mng public coment from Al askan educators indicated
that they wanted a set of standards specific to literacy across
the content areas included in Alaska standards. Second,
guestions arose regarding conputational skills and what
conput at i onal fluency was required at each grade |evel
primarily at the elenentary education grade levels. This led to
adding a fluency chart to the Al aska Academ c Standards that
clearly specify the conputational skills students should attain
at each grade | evel

SENATOR FRENCH asked whether it was fair to say that dozens of
t eachers conment ed.

MS. MCCAULEY answered that there was extensive comrent and she
could easily provide it.

CHAI R REI NBOLD requested a |ist of everyone who was involved in
the process, including all of the public conents.

ARR COW TTEE -27- March 25, 2014



SENATOR FRENCH clarified that he was interested in rough
nunbers.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY related that these docunents are public
docunents.

CHAIR REINBOLD referred to the 2009-2010 devel opnent period,
noting she was not sure people knew about the Common Core
Standards at the tinme, and "they didn't see the tsunam that was

taking over education at the federal Ilevel." She said they
still do not know what the National Governor's Association is
or about the Race-to-Top funding. She said people do not

understand the waiver and the inpacts on teachers and the
curriculum She asked how nany of the 53 districts have adopted
Common Core Standards or Al aska Academ ¢ Standards.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY related that the Al aska Academ c Standards
are the expectation for all districts, but several districts
have adopted Common Core Standards prior to the adoption of the
Al aska Academ c St andards.

6: 58: 28 PM

CHAIR REINBOLD asked how many districts have adopted the
st andar ds. She recalled his testinony on June 2013 that
Comm ssioner Hanley said there is an estimate of 95 percent
simlarity between the Comon Core Standards and the Al aska
Academ ¢ St andar ds.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered that since then the departnent has
conducted a thorough review and has determ ned that Al aska has

320 individual |anguage art standards, and 133 - or about 42
percent - of the standards are different than the Common Core
St andar ds. In math, 49 percent of the 113 standards are

different than the Commpbn Core Standards, and Al aska has added
an additional 26 standards that are not in the Comon Core
St andar ds, he sai d.

CHAI R REI NBOLD suggested that that the state shouldn't purchase
Common Core literature because the standards are so different.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY replied that the departnent hasn't told the
districts what to purchase for curricul um

6:59: 52 PM
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SENATOR STEVENS related that the Comon Core Standards are at
the national level and the Alaska Standards are at the state
| evel . He expressed concern on Dr. Stotsky's coments about the
enor nous secrecy. He asked whether anyone was asked to sign a
letter of confidentiality when developing Al aska's Academc
St andar ds.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered no, and he has tried to get as many
peopl e involved as he could. He pointed out the departnent went
to five conmunities around the state to conduct neetings.

SENATOR STEVENS offered his belief that the departnment has shown
enornmous ability to create transparency in the process. He
expressed his appreciation.

7:01: 03 PM
CHAI R REI NBOLD asked for the percentage of teachers invol ved.

M5. MCCAULEY answered 230 Al askans. Al t hough she didn't have
the figures in front of her, she offered to provide exact
factual information to the commttee.

CHAIR REINBOLD reiterated her interest in the exact nunber of
teachers involved in the process.

7:01:48 PM

CHAI R REI NBOLD asked how rmuch was spent on the U S. Departnent
of Education ESEA wai ver and the purpose of it.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY explained that the ESEA waiver is separate
from the educational standards that began devel opnent in 2009
and 2010. He stated that Secretary Duncan realized the fallacy
of the NCLB for everyone. One thing that needed to be done was

to develop rigorous standards, he said. The only cost to the
state was the cost of the departnent's tine to put together the
wai ver. What it acconplished for the state was to all ow noving

forward with a system of accountability that nakes nore sense
He described the five-star ASPI [Al aska Standards Performance
| ndex] as nore understandable, with nearly all of our schools
bei ng deened failures under the previous NCLB. He said, "It got
us out of that and allowed us to nove to sonething nore accurate
for our schools and our districts.”

7:03:32 PM
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CHAI R REI NBOLD asked for further clarification that these are
two separate topics, the ESEA flexibility waiver and the Al aska
Academ ¢ St andar ds.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY answered yes, noting that one of the
criteria was to have rigorous standards that help Alaska's
students succeed in education and work. He said that was
al ready being acconplished so that was one thing the departnent
could do to allow the state to apply.

CHAI R REINBOLD di sagreed since it seened to her it was part of
the requirenment for the waiver.

7:04:14 PM

CHAIR REINBOLD pointed out that Mryland just requested $1
mllion for the infrastructure. She asked what the departnent
will need for Alaska State Standards assessnents in terns of
infrastructure and fundi ng.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY responded that the assessnent test will need
to align with the standards, in other words, to "test what you
teach.” So any tine that standards are changed, the tests nust
change to assure that the state is nmeasuring it. Thus, when the
state originally joined the Smarter Balance Consortium it was
one option the state had since no other assessnents were being
devel oped; however, as time went on the state chose to put out
an RFP [request for proposal] to nore fully understand what
options were available and the nunmber of vendors that would
apply. Five vendors applied and the state chose the Achi evenent
and Assessnment Institute, based in Kansas. The state currently
uses this institute for sone alternative assessnments and is in
the process of finalizing a contract with them Part of the
proposal and scoring entails the cost of the proposal, and the
cost of this proposal cane in at or below the cost of the
state's current assessnents so the departnment doesn't need any
addi ti onal funds. The departnment can provide a new assessnent
for the sane cost, he expl ai ned.

7:06: 02 PM

CHAI R REINBOLD asked for clarification on whether online exans
will be necessary, and if so, what type of infrastructure wll
be necessary. She asked whether the departnent has invested in
any infrastructure and what the investnent over the next ten
years will be. She said she understood the departnent will not
be comng to the legislature for additional funding this year.
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COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said he did not anticipate the need for any
funding this year. He related that the previous $250, 000
increase to the contract is already in place, and it is a matter
of maintaining the contract. He said that the departnment is in
the beginning stages, but the RFP canme in under the bid price.
In terns of i nfrastructure, t he depart nent has t he
responsibility to continue to assess students in grades 3-10.
The state nmust neet the federal requirenent to test all students
in grades 3-8 and in high school after 9th grade; however, the
state likes the continuity of data and has continued to assess
students in grades 3-10. The departnent plans on continuing to
do so. If it is necessary to use paper and pencil, the
departnment will provide it; however, the goal is to nbve into
the 21st century wth technol ogy-based assessnments to the
greatest extent possible. As districts becone prepared to use

technology in assessnents, the departnent will incorporate and
use adaptive tests. Adaptive testing is something that cannot
be done wth pencil and paper, and this wll allow faster

turnaround to provide information to students, counselors, and
students much qui cker.

CHAI R REI NBOLD asked for further clarification on the paper and
penci| assessnents.

COW SSI ONER HANLEY reiterated that the state has the
responsibility to assess all students in grades 3-10, and
wherever possible will do so electronically, either web-based or
cl oud-based, and the other is local caching, where the test is
downl oaded to a local server, avoiding the need for additiona
bandwi dth. The third way is to use paper and pencil exans.

7: 08: 54 PM

CHAI R REINBOLD asked whether the tests are aligned to Al aska
Academ c St andards.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered yes; they wll be related. In
response to Chair Reinbold, he answered that the |anguage arts
has 42 percent differences, and math has 49 percent difference
fromthe Common Core Standards.

7:09: 07 PM
CHAIR REINBOLD asked for further <clarification on the ESEA

flexibility waiver fromthe U 'S. Departnent of Education if the
departnment considers it a federal nandate.
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COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered no; the state could return to NCLB.
The waiver was granted at the state's request, but it is
opti onal . The state could say it does not want the waiver and
return to Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). In response to
additional questions, he said the waiver was received in
Decenber 2013, and no federal funding was tied to the waiver.

CHAI R REI NBOLD asked if any federal funding or Gates Foundation
funding has been provided to adopt these new standards - Al aska
Academ c Standards, Common Core Standards, or College and Career
Readi ness St andards.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY answered no; the departnent's budget is a
publi ¢ docunent shared with the finance conmittees. In fact, if
the state chose not go with the waiver, the state would have
adopted Al aska Standards because that was the direction the
state was noving. The waiver process identified the current
st andar ds. In response to a question, he said he was unsure of
the amount of Title 1 funding.

CHAIR REINBOLD related her wunderstanding that Title 1 funding
ranged from $30-50 mllion.

7:11:58 PM

SENATOR STEVENS, recalling earlier testinmony that Common Core
and Al aska Standards are 95 percent identical, he related his
understanding fromtoday's testinony that the nath standards are
51 percent simlar. He asked whether the statenent that the
standards are 95 percent identical is a fallacy.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY answered yes; but offered to wal k through
the differences. He provided an exanple of seemngly mnor
changes that have significance, such as neeting a Kindergarten
standard "with scaffolding,” which nmeans with support and is
different. The departnment has built in some things it believes
are inportant, he said.

7:13:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER recalled Chair Reinbold set the goal of
exploring concerns related to Commobn Core Standards for this
meet i ng. He noted his appreciation for Comm ssioner Hanley's
offer to review the differences.

7: 14: 38 PM
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CHAIR REINBOLD said this discussion if the first in a series

and the nunber of neeting depends on the interest from the
public, teachers, parents and others. She said she will follow
this topic for many years, because it involves the mnds of
Al aska's youth, which is the state's nost valuable resource.
This is the nost inportant topic, and she said she wants to get

to the bottom of it. "This is a transformation of our
educational system" and there 1is national and w despread
pushback on the Conmon Core Standards. She said the legislature
should not be left in the dark, and there is a $2 billion

deficit and she is very concerned about the costs, and she asked
what grades are going to be tested and the tinme spent.

COW SSI ONER HANLEY said there has been a national novenent to
go fromtesting grades 3-10 to grades 3-11. The departnent took
the question to the State Board of Education and they chose not
to put it out to public comment as they were confortable with
staying at grades 3-10. Currently, districts take parts of
three days for testing, and he assunes that the tinme spent wll
be simlar.

7:17:15 PM

CHAIR REINBOLD directed attention to funding for tests,
infrastructure, and teacher education. She asked for projected
costs and whether the state wll be receiving any federal

funding for the waiver.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY responded that currently school districts
are required to review curriculum every six years and to budget
for that review He assuned new standards would require review
and by the sane token the state should be doing so, but it's
been closer to 10 or nore years since the state has updated

st andar ds. He maintained there is not any inherent additiona
cost to the departnent. The departnent has perforned its work
as part of its duties w thout any increnent. He acknow edged
that districts have a challenge to raise the bar and shift
focus, so professional developnent is a requirenent. I n

addition, schools rmnust review their curriculum Over the |ast
three years, districts have been notified of the new standards,
and the departnent has urged them to consider this during their
curricul um adopti on. The districts could certainly use nore
support for professional devel opnent, he said. He offered to
discuss the departnent's efforts to assist districts at a
subsequent neeti ng.
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7:20: 08 PM

CHAI R REINBOLD asked if the state has received any "Race to the
Top" funding, funding for the NCLB waiver, or Gates Foundation
funding and if the conm ssioner anticipates nore testing costs.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY offered to provide budget docunents, but
related that no noney was provided for the standards. He
hi ghlighted efforts the Gates Foundation has nmade in terns of
funding libraries, nuseuns, and universities, but no noney has
been tied to the new standards. Further, the state did not
apply for Race to the Top funds.

7:20: 58 PM

SENATOR FRENCH asked if the Koch brothers have provided funding.
CHAI R REI NBOLD asked the comm ssioner to finish,

7:21.:13 PM

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY, in response to the cost or the assessnent,
responded that the departnent is doing work as best as it can.
Addi tional funding would allow the departnment to provide greater

training and professional devel opnent, but staff are "maxed out"
right now, and the department is not asking for an increnment at

this time, but there is ongoing professional devel opnent. He
expressed hope that districts will testify regarding challenges
to do nmore with the continued funding. In response to a

guestion, he said he does not know about a correlation between
the Gates Foundation and Common Core Standards. The foundation
did not support Al aska Academ c Standards, but he assumes that
the Gates Foundation supports the standards in sonme states.

7:22:50 PM

SENATOR FRENCH rel ated his understanding that Chair Reinbold is
planning a series of neetings on this topic. He expressed hope
that the commttee will nake the best use of tine and focus nore
on the standards than on the source. Good ideas should be
enbraced. He referred to page 40 of the standards, with respect
to grades 3-5, noting each of these grade levels are to
"denonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when witing or speaking." He said he fully
supports this idea. He then referred to page 42: grade 4
students should "use conmon grade-appropriate Geek or Latin
affixes and roots.” He said he thought these are good ideas no
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matter where the idea originated. He referred to an article in
menbers' packets about Indiana w thdrawing from the Conmon Core
St andar ds: "The Common Core was developed by the National
Governor's Association and state education superintendents.
| ndi ana adopted the standards in 2010, but by 2012, Tea Party
anger had engulfed the national education standards, and
conservative anger over the national requirenents helped turn
the superintendent out of office.” He expressed hope that the
state would not fall into Tea Party anger instead of studying
t he standards thensel ves.

7:25:03 PM

SENATOR STEVENS agreed with Senator French, but at the sane tine
the comrmittee also needs a response to the professors who
testified today, relating that the standards are 95 percent
identical and that states are not teaching love of literature
music, and art, but rather are teaching College and Career
Readi ness. He expressed hope for a response in the future.

COW SS|I ONER HANLEY offered to do so.
7:25:51 PM

CHAI R REI NBOLD said 25 states have introduced | egislation. She
said there is pushback on the Conmon Core standards, including

from left-leaning people who wll speak at a future neeting.
She further said she has received concerns about new curricul um
the inpact on test taking in the classroom and teachers. She

added that she does care where the standards conme from whether
t he standards have been vetted, and if they are age appropriate.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER t hanked Chair Reinbold, noting that it was
hel pful to review these issues.

7:27:26 PM

CHAI R REINBOLD stated that the notivation is pure, and she wants
to ensure that teachers remain in |loop and that norale does not
dr op. She has been staying in contact with nunerous teachers
and parents, and she highlighted that the regulations specify
t he need for feedback from all stakehol ders.

7:28:18 PM

ADJ OURNVENT
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There being no further business before the conmttee, the
Adm ni strative Regul ation Review Conmittee neeting was adjourned
at 7:28 p.m
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