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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:01: 48 PM

CHAI R ALBERT KOOKESH called the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:01 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Huggins, Egan, and Chair Kookesh. Senat or
Menard arrived shortly thereafter

SB 108- SPC. STEPHEN " MAX" CAVANAUGH OVERPASS

1: 02: 02 PM
CHAI R KOOKESH announced the consi derati on of SB 108.

SENATOR LESIL MCGU RE, sponsor of SB 108, said it was an honor
to the famly to have the bill taken up so quickly. She said in
Al aska things are nanmed in honor of those who have lost their
lives. This is a tradition that has been followed for
extraordi nary people. Specialist Stephen Cavanaugh took over 300
mssions to Ilrag and safely returned hone. The sorrow is that he
fought so valiantly for his country only to return here and die
on the Seward Hi ghway.

1: 03: 57 PM

SENATOR MCGUI RE said Specialist Cavanaugh was driving on the
Seward H ghway and had a head-on collision with a noose and
died. This bill intends to place four signs that honor him and
al so warn pedestrians and drivers about noose. He was an organ
donor so his life went to save nany other lives. The signs could
enphasi ze organ donation. Al askans share the state with wildlife
and understand the inportance of working to mtigate this
circunstance. This can be done by looking at the kinds of
vegetation that attract noose to these corridors. WIIow,
cottonwood, birch and aspen trees are the kinds of vegetation
that noose love to feed on. The npose are attracted to the
medi ans because of this. They will cross the highways to get to
that food. Efforts are being made to renove this vegetation, and
to require the Departnment of Transportation to put in vegetation
that is not attractive to noose.

She reiterated this is a wonderful opportunity to honor soneone
who has served his country. Al aska has nore nen and wonen return
from service per capita than any other state; it has nore that
return with traumatic brain injuries; it has nore organ donors
per capita than any other state, and nore collisions wth noose.
This is an opportunity to do something good and celebrate
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Speci al i st Cavanaugh's life. The fiscal note is $10,000 for four
different signs that would delineate M| epost 123.7.

1:08: 56 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked how far the signs would be from M epost
123.

GENEVEI VE WQJTUSI K, staff to Senator MQ@ire, said the signs
woul d be placed at the four entrances to the round-about.

SENATOR MENARD asked if there would be a picture of a npose.
M5. WDJTUSI K said there is no design yet.

SENATOR HUGGE NS said he had the opportunity to neet Specialist
Cavanaugh's parents and a portrait of Max is being prepared for
the famly.

1:10: 32 PM

SENATOR MCGUI RE said the Cavanaughs were delighted at the
hospitality of the Legislature, and their tinme wth Senator
Huggins was very neaningful. It was very enotional to share
stories with him

SENATOR KOCKESH cl osed public testinony.

SENATOR MENARD noved to report SB 108 from committee wth
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
being no objection, SB 108 noved from the Senate Transportation
Standi ng Comm ttee.

1:12: 03 PM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Chai r Kookesh adjourned the neeting at 1:12 p. m
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