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SENATE BILL NO 121

"An Act relating to the public enployees' retirenment system and
the teachers' retirement system and providing for an effective
date."

- HEARD & HELD

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 16

Uging the United States Congress to approve |egislation
allowing nenbers of the nmilitary to receive promsed retirenent
benefits.

- MOVED SJR 16 OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO 129
"An Act relating to the approval and adm nistration of child
care services by the Department of Admnistration primarily for
the benefit of state officers and enployees; and providing for
an effective date.”

- HEARD & HELD
SENATE BILL NO 179
"An Act relating to mssing vul nerable adult pronpt response and

notification plans."

- HEARD & HELD
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 18
Est abli shing August 4, 2012, as Raoul Wallenberg Renenbrance
Day .
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02/ 03/ 12 (S) STA
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SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DAVI S
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04/ 15/ 11 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

04/ 15/ 11 (S) STA, FIN
02/ 09/ 12 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SCR 18

SHORT TI TLE: RAOUL WALLENBERG REMEMBRANCE DAY
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DYSON

01/18/ 12 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 18/ 12 (S) STA
02/ 09/ 12 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

JESSE Kl EHL, Staff

Senat or Denni s Egan

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions about SB 121 on behal f of
t he sponsor.

M KE BARNHI LL, Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Depart ment of Adm nistration

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to SB 121.

KENDRA KLOSTER, St aff

Senator Bill W el echowski

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced SJR 16 on behalf of the sponsor.

CHRI' S NELSON, Testifying on his own behal f
Mbose Pass, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in favor of SJR 16.

SENATOR LESI L MCGUI RE

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 129.

CGENEVI EVE WOJTUSI K, St af f
Senator Lesil MQiire

Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to SB 129 on
behal f of the sponsor.

BLUE SHI BLER, Oaner

Di scovery Preschool

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in favor of SB 129.

SARAH LEONARD, Director of Marketing & Fund Devel opnent
Thr ead

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 121.

JOY LYON, Executive Director

Associ ation for the Education of the Young Child
Sout heast Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: encour aged support of SB 121.

LAUREN BROOKS, Fam |y Services Coordi nator

Associ ation of Education of Young Children and
Thr ead

Sout heast Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in favor of SB 121.

SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 179.

CELESTE HODGE, Staff

Senator Bettye Davis

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided information on SB 179 on behal f of
t he sponsor.

M CHAEL O HARE, Deputy Director

Honel and Security and Enmergency Managenent

Department of Mlitary and Veterans Adm nistration (DWA),
Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

MARI E DARLI N

AARP

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 179.
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LESLI E THOWPSON, Pl anner

Al aska Conmmi ssion on Agi ng

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

LT. RODNEY DI AL

Al aska State Troopers

Ket chi kan, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

PATRI CK CUNNI NGHAM  Pr of essor
Uni versity of Al aska, Anchorage
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

NANCY BURKE, Trust Program O ficer

Al aska Mental Health Trust Authority (AWVHTA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

RANDI CHAPMAN, Director of State Affairs

Nati onal Al zheiner's Associ ati on

Washi ngton, D.C.

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

DULCE NOBRE, Executive Director

Al zhei nmer's Resource of Al aska

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 179.

KATHRYN MONFREDA, Chi ef

Crimnal Records & ldentification Bureau

Department of Public Safety

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Addressed the fiscal note for SB 179.

DAVI D GOTTSTEIN, Testifying on his own behal f
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SCR 18.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

9:02:19 AM

CHAIR BI LL WELECHOWSKI called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:02 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators G essel, Kookesh, Paskvan, Meyer, and Chair
W el echowski .

SB 121- TEACHERS & PUB EVMPLOYEE RETI REMENT PLANS
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9:03: 25 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOMBSKI noted the first order of business would be SB
121.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to adopt Anmendnent R 1 for CSSB 121 (STA):

27-LS0281\R 1
Wayne

AMENDMVENT 1

OFFERED I N THE SENATE
TO CSSB 121(STA), Draft Version "R

Page 6, line 21:
Del ete "contri bution”
| nsert "benefit"

Page 6, |line 23:
Del ete "board"
| nsert "adm ni strator"

Page 13, line 17:
Del ete "contri bution”
| nsert "benefit"

Page 13, |ine 19:
Del ete "board"
| nsert "adm ni strator"

CHAI R W ELECHOWEKI obj ect ed.

JESSE KI EHL, staff, Senator Dennis Egan, expl ai ned that
Amendnment R 1 is a technical cleanup of a drafting error.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI requested the opinion of the Departnent of
Admi ni strati on.

9: 05: 06 AM
M KE BARNHI LL, Deput y Comm ssi oner, Depar t ment of
Adm ni stration, agreed that the anendnent was a technical
correction.

CHAIR W ELECHOANSKI w thdrew his objection. Seeing no further
obj ection, Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.
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SENATOR PASKVAN noved to adopt Amendnent 2:

AMENDMVENT 2

OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TO CSSB 121(STA), Draft Version "R

Page 4, line 10:
Del ete "a new subsecti on”
| nsert "new subsecti ons"

Page 4, line 30, following "nore":
Insert ", but less than 30,"

Page 5, following line 3:
| nsert new subsections to read:

"(h) On or after July 1, 2018,

years thereafter, the adm nistrator
percentages under (g)(2) and (3) of

27-LS0281\R 2
Wayne

and every five
shal | adjust the
this section as

needed to mintain, but not to exceed, over the

succeeding five years, an enployer

for the nmenbers and survivors who first

normal cost rate
becane nenbers

after June 30, 2006, that does not exceed the conbi ned
total of the rates under AS 14.25.350(a), (b), (d),

and (e) mnus the enployer nor mal
attributable to the nenbers who first
after June 30, 2006, for benefits under

14.25.167. An adjustnment nmade under

shall remain in effect for five years.
the adm nistrator

adj ustnment under this subsection,

cost rate

becane nenbers
AS 14.25. 009 -
this subsection

In meking an

shall maintain the five percent differences between
(9)(2)(A, (B, and (O of this section and the five
percent differences between (g)(3)(A and (B) of this

secti on.

(1) Wen a nenber is appointed to retirenent,
the menber obtains a vested right to the applicable

percentage under (g)(2) or (3) of
adj usted under (h) of this section,

this section, as

is in effect

when the nenber is appointed to retirement. A nenber
does not obtain a vested right to a percentage under
(g)(2) or (3) of this section, as adjusted under (h)

of this section, before the menber
retirenent."
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Page 11, line 10, following "retirenent":
| nsert ";

(6) on or after July 1, 2018, and every
five years thereafter, the adm nistrator shall adjust
the percentages under (3) and (4) of this subsection
as needed to nmmintain, but not to exceed, over the
succeeding five years, an enployer normal cost rate
for the nenbers and survivors who first becane nenbers
after June 30, 2006, that does not exceed the conbi ned
total of the rates under AS 39.35.750(a), (b), (d),
and (e) mnus the enpl oyer nor nal cost rate
attributable to the nenbers who first becane nenbers
after June 30, 2006, for benefits under AS 39.35.095 -
39.35.530; an adjustnment made under this paragraph

shall remain in effect for five years; in nmking an
adjustnent under this paragraph, the adm nistrator
shall nmaintain the five percent differences between

(3))(A, (B, (O, and (D) of this subsection and the
five percent differences between (4)(A) and (B) of
this subsection

(7) when a nenber is appointed to
retirenent, the nenber obtains a vested right to the
applicable percentage wunder (3) or (4) of this
subsection, as adjusted under (6) of this subsection
that is in effect when the nenber is appointed to
retirenent; a nenber does not obtain a vested right to
a percentage under (3) or (4) of this subsection, as
adj usted under (6) of this subsection, bef ore
appoi ntnent to retirenment."”

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI obj ect ed.

MR. KIEHL explained Arendnent 2 begins with a cleanup item The
substantive portion of the anendnent deals with the sponsor's

commitment to make this retirenent choice bill "cost neutral™
when conpared to the defined contribution systens. He pointed
out that the R version of the bill showed a savings to the

state, as conpared to the defined contribution system but only
for a period of tinme. In the conbined PERS systens, the savings
was for about 7 years; in the TRS systens, the savings was for
about 12 years. Accelerating costs of pre-funding health care
benefits overtook the savings in both cases.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI noticed that noney is saved on pensions under

PERS, but health care costs are higher. He asked for information
about health care costs if they increase by 10 percent a year.
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MR. KIEHL replied that in the conmbi ned PERS system both nunbers
are higher.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI asked if the assunption is that health care
costs would increase by 10 percent a year

MR. KIEHL did not recall if the increase is 9.5 percent or 10
per cent .

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI shared his cal cul ations regarding health care
costs increasing.

9:10: 12 AM

MR. BARNHI LL discussed the FY 10 PERS valuation for Al aska
health care costs. In 1978 the nonthly prem um was $57; in 2011
it is $1,176. This illustrates a 9 percent trend for over 30
years. Actuaries had projected a 9 percent cost growh up unti
1990. If the gross donestic product (GDP) in the US. is growng
at 3 to 4 percent a year, and health care is growing at 9
percent a year, eventually health care costs would use up the
total econony. The actuaries determ ned that health care costs
needed to be decreased and projections needed to be stepped down
to about 4.5 percent per year in TRS. There was a tension
bet ween theory and actual experience.

MR. BARNHI LL stressed that the U S. econony and Al aska's econony
should not be conpared because the U. S. econony is mature and
has little room for growh. Al aska econony, on the other hand
has room for GDP growh, which would allow health care to grow
at a sustained, higher rate for a longer period of tine. He
stated that the health care growh rate that the state paid in
the last 10 years was 9.4 percent.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI under stood that the cal culation going forward
t hrough 2042 was at 10 percent.

MR. BARNHILL said the Al aska Retirenment Managenent Board (ARMB)
assunptions were used, which start at 9 percent and grade down
at a very slow rate over the course of a century.

CHAIR W ELECHOWBKI asked if by 2042, it would cost roughly
$100, 000 per enployee in health care costs.

MR. BARNHI LL did not know, but thought costs would double every
ten years.

SENATE STA COW TTEE - 9- February 9, 2012



MR. KIEHL di scussed how the anmendnment "handl es the question." He
recalled the history of how decisions were made for the Defined
Contribution (DC) system He talked about the safeguards of
having a neutral ARM Board and an annual actuarial review Those
safeguards have led to today's projections. The anmendnent asks
enpl oyees to share the risk through a prem um share percentage
that matches the prem um share percentage in the DC plan. It
takes note of the cost growmh assunptions and has actuaries
eval uate every 5 years what it would cost to prefund health care
benefits, thereby shifting the schedule based on actual
experience. It would ensure that the state does not pay nore for
t he new systemthan the ol d one.

CHAIR W ELECHOANSKI sinplified the content of the anmendnent: it
will keep the cost at or below the current system

MR. KEIEHL agreed. He added that the departnment expressed an
interest in clarifying the five-year adjustnent to make sure
that it is forward |ooking, which is agreeable to the sponsor.
He noted that the prem um share percentages may fluctuate during
an enployee's career, but benefits can be adjusted until the
enpl oyee retires. At retirenment the premumis fixed.

9:18: 55 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI said it seens |ike a good sol ution.

MR. BARNHILL related that the nunerical analysis is being worked
on. He voiced a concern about what happens at retirenent.

CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI wi t hdrew his objection to adopt Anendnent 2.
Seeing no further objection, Arendnent 2 was adopt ed.

CHAI R W ELECHOMBKI said that SB 121 woul d be held over.

SJR 16-M LI TARY PENSI ONS

9:21:32 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI stated that SIJR 16 was before the committee.
The resolution urges Congress to pass |egislation guaranteeing
nmenbers of the mlitary prom sed retirenment benefits.

KENDRA KLOSTER, staff, Senator Bill Wel echowski, introduced SJR
16 on behalf of the sponsor. She said the Defense Business Board
recently released a suggested plan to convert the mlitary
retirement system from the current 20-year vesting system to a
401k due to pending budget cuts. The Departnment of Defense is
| ooking at $487 billion in budget cuts over the next ten years.
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The resolution would "grandfather in" nmenbers in the current
pensi on system The resolution also urges the U S. Congress to
support HR 3520: Keeping Qur Prom ses Act of 2011

CHAIR WELECHOANBKI said this issue is a huge concern for the
mlitary. It is about keeping a promse about pensions for
mlitary personnel.

9:23:34 AM
CHRI S NELSON, testifying on his own behalf, Mose Pass, Al aska,
spoke in favor of SJR 16.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked if mlitary veterans have access to health
benefits when they retire.

MR. NELSON said they did. MIlitary service nenbers are covered
by Tri Care and those benefits continue upon retirenent.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI spoke highly of M. Nel son.

SENATOR PASKVAN nmoved to report SJR 16 out of conmittee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendati ons and the attached zero fiscal note.

CHAI R W ELECHOWASKI announced that wthout objection, SIJR 16
noved fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmittee.

SB 129-CH LD CARE CTRS: STATE EMPLOYEES & OTHERS

9: 26: 15 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI announced that SB 129 was before the
commi ttee.

SENATOR LESIL MCGU RE, sponsor, introduced SB 129, which would
allow child care centers to be located in office buildings that
are owned or |eased by the State of Alaska. The bill is designed
to help address the child care shortage in Al aska. It does not
address child care facilities in private businesses. She rel ated
the nunber of children, 35,000 under the age of six, in need of
child care. O those children, only 16,000 wll have an
opportunity to receive child care. She spoke of a task force
ei ght years ago by the wonen in the House and Senate to create a
day care center in the state capital. That center has becone a
nodel for other state governments w shing to support enployees
that have famlies.
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SENATOR MCGUI RE explained that the bill does not require the
state to pay for child care. She reported on businesses in the
private sector that pay for child care; however, this bill would
sinply authorize the Departnment of Adnministration to take an
application for consideration of putting child care program
start-up operations together. The state would not be paying any
costs; instead, famlies would pay for day care services. Mny
agencies agree with the benefits of on-site child care.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI pointed out that the child care center would
be open to all state enpl oyees, as well as to the public.

SENATOR MCGUI RE agreed. She addressed the inportance of Juneau's
facility to the comunity. She recalled a tine when there was a
shortage of child care centers.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked if state enployees would be given priority
at the child care centers in SB 129, simlar to how federal
child care prograns are run

SENATOR MCGUIRE said the bill does not address who would be
given priority. The federal requirenents dictate that federal
enpl oyees are given a priority. In Juneau's day care center,
state enployees and staff have first priority. In this bill,
state enployees are not necessarily given priority. The
committee could amend the bill to change that.

SENATOR MEYER asked if there were any |egal concerns about
liability.

CENEVI EVE WQJTUSI K, staff, Senator Lesil MQ@ire, sponsor
answered Senator Meyer's question. She said the current contract

states that the business assumes all liability and it has a $1
mllion insurance policy.
9:34:45 AM

SENATOR MCQUI RE stressed that the state is not getting into the
child care business. The <current contract was obtained by
putting out a request for proposal. Blue Shibler won the
contract and carries insurance.

BLUE SHI BLER, owner, Discovery Preschool, Juneau, Al aska, spoke
in favor of SB 129. She echoed the sentinents of the sponsor
statenment. She spoke of the advantage of having nai ntenance paid
for by the state; child care workers are paid higher than
average wages. Discovery Preschool serves about 40 famlies,
nost of which are legislative and state enployees, but sone are
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al so public enployees and private sector famlies. Hours are
extended to evenings and weekends, as well as drop-in care.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked if janitorial services are paid for.

M5. SHI VELER said she does not pay for rent, janitorial
services, or utilities; therefore, she can pay workers higher
wages.

9:38: 50 AM

SARAH LEONARD, Director of Marketing & Fund Devel opnent, thread,
Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of SB 121. She rel ated
that thread is Alaska's childcare resource and referral network.
She shared what was contained in thread's letter of support. One
of thread's core mssions is to provide accessible, affordable,
and quality child care.

JOY LYON, Executive Director, Association for the Education of
the Young Child, Southeast Al aska, encouraged support of SB 121.
She spoke of the advantages of investing in enployer-sponsored
child care. She shared statistics related to the need for child
care in order for parents to work. She argued that care for
children is a priority. The state would benefit in two ways from
this legislation; enployers would see returns on investnents and
the problem of inadequate availability of child care would be
addressed. Less than half of children with parents in the work
force have access to a licensed child care facility.

9:44:51 AM

LAUREN BROCKS, Famly Services Coordinator, Association of
Education of Young Children and thread, Southeast Al aska,
testified in favor of SB 121. She shared statistics about the
availability of child care centers. She listed the problens when
quality child care is not avail able. She encouraged the adoption
of SB 121

SENATOR PASKVAN said asked about the range of costs for child
care in Juneau.

M5. BROOKS said she did not nonitor private facilities. The
costs vary.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked what the mnimum and maxi num costs for
child care are

M5. BROCKS said the maxi mum cost is about $1,000 per nonth and
the mninum cost is about $600 per nonth.
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SENATOR MCGUIRE offered to provide statistics that answered
Senat or Paskvan's questi on.

SENATOR G ESSEL | ooked at page 3, lines 9-11, and asked if page
2, lines 22-24, present a conflict. She said she thought it was
sayi ng t hat t he oper at or was not assum ng fi nanci al
responsibility.

SENATOR MCGUI RE responded that in the case of a legislative
bui l di ng, such as in Juneau, the costs are not passed on to the
provi der. She said she does not know what the fiscal note would
be in other cases. She offered to find out if it costs the state
nore to cover janitorial services at the Juneau day care center

SENATOR MCGUI RE maintained that page 3 of the bill was clear
that the operator shall conply wth all state and |oca
standards for licensure of the child care facility. She stated

that page 2 deals with facilities. If the child care center
occupi es a state-owned building, there may be a cost.

9:53: 57 AM

SENATOR G ESSEL spoke of extended liability and higher standards
when dealing wth <children in regards to maintenance and
janitorial services. She opined that the state may be taking on
liability if high standards are not maintai ned.

SENATOR MCGUI RE  t hought Senat or G essel's coments were
appropriate considerations. She said the partnership nerits
val ue and she thought it was worth it. An attenpt was nade to
make the bill broad enough to allow for negotiations to take
pl ace.

SENATOR PASKVAN understood the policy choice of the state's
absorbing costs. He took issue with the potential for a sliding
fee schedule on page 3. He mmintained that charging fees on the
basis of household income goes beyond operational costs. He
wonder ed how conpetitive that was with private enterprise.

SENATOR MCGUI RE noted that all sections are subject to renoval
The cost of care provisions are "may's" not "shall's". It is a
multi-tiered process and is purposely broad. The sliding scale
is specifically for the public, not for state enpl oyees.

9:59: 56 AM

SENATOR PASKVAN said he only wondered if there was a tenplate or
standard to foll ow.
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SENATOR MEYER asked if private sector providers have been
contacted about this |egislation.

SENATOR MCGQU RE replied that the private sector was not
contacted, but she said she sensed that people in the day care

community would be in support of the bill because there is such
a need for child care services. She thought the questions were
fair. The rates in the bill are conpetitive. She stressed the

need for providing nore day care services.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI stated that SB 129 wuld be held in
commi ttee.

SB 179-M SSI NG VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI announced the consi deration of SB 179.

10: 04: 18 AM

SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S, sponsor of SB 179, said the legislation is
simlar to the Anber Alert, but is for vulnerable mssing adults
rather than children. About 20 states currently have simlar
| egislation. The bill has a zero fiscal note.

10: 06: 17 AM

CELESTE HODGE, staff, Senator Bettye Davis, provided information
on SB 179 on behalf of the sponsor. She read from the follow ng
sponsor statemnent:

SB 179 creates a new statewide alert systemto help
find vul nerable m ssing adults. The system which is
simlar to the nationwi de Anber Alert program would
hel p I ocal |aw enforcenent notify the public when

a mentally or physically inpaired Al askan goes

m ssing. According to the Al aska Conm ssi on on Agi ng,
there were approximately 7,785 Al askans suffering from
Al zhei mer’ s Di sease and rel ated dementia in 2010, and
that nunber is expected to grow to nore than 17,000 by
2030. Al aska has the fastest grow ng senior population
in the nation.

Recently, in Fairbanks, a 63-year-old woman suffering
from Al zhei mer’ s Di sease froze to death after she
becane disoriented while driving, ran out of gas, and
tried wal king several mles to seek help. This

i ncident and several others like it denonstrate the
need for an alert systemto assist in the search for
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m ssi ng vul nerabl e adults. Wen a vul nerabl e adul t
goes mi ssing, his or her best chance of survival is if
soneone finds themw thin 24 to 48 hours.

The bill calls for the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs
to coordinate with Department of Public Safety to
create and inplenent pronpt response and notification
pl ans that woul d use a voluntary network of

statewi de and | ocal newspapers as well as radio and
television stations to rapidly alert the public that a
vul nerable adult is mssing. The bill also calls for
both departnments to establish standards on what
triggers an alert and when a vulnerable adult is
officially considered mssing. This |egislation would
ensure the search for Al aska's nost vul nerable
citizens happens a lot faster. Currently, there are 28
states that have inplenented or will inplenment Silver
Al ert progranms, an increase in 10 states since the
Nat i onal Association of States for Aging and
Disabilities |last report.

M5. HODGES stated that the fiscal note has zero inpact. She
urged support of the bill.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI said there were ten people waiting to testify
on the bill.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked if the alert systemcurrently exists.
M5. HODGE said it did not.

10: 10: 00 AM

M CHAEL O HARE, Deputy Director, Honeland Security and Energency
Managenment Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans Adm nistration
(DWA) Fort Richardson, Al aska, pointed out that there currently
is an Anber Alert systemin place in Alaska. It is a statew de
relay system activated by the Departnent of Public Safety (DPS).

MR. O HARE related that DWA has no problem with the bill. The
bill requires that DWA cooperate with DPS to put together a
Silver Alert plan. Both departnments are on the Energency Alert
System (EAS) committee. The EAS is antiquated and may not work
in renpbte areas; however, a new system is forthcom ng which
woul d all ow for a regional alert approach.

SENATOR KOOKESH asked if DWA supports the bill.

MR. O HARE said absolutely.

SENATE STA COW TTEE -16- February 9, 2012



10: 13: 39 AM

MARI E DARLI N, AARP, Juneau, Al aska, spoke in support of SB 179.
She voiced concern about educating famly caregivers about how
to respond when an elderly person is m ssing.

10: 15: 30 AM

LESLI E THOWSON, Pl anner 1, Al aska Conmm ssion on Aging, Juneau
Al aska, testified in support of SB 179. She said that the nunber
one concern of caregivers is what to do if a vulnerable adult
goes mssing. She noted that people with Al zheiner's are at
great risk because they do wander.

LT. RODNEY DI AL, Al aska State Troopers, Ketchikan, Al aska, spoke
in support of SB 179.

10: 18: 22 AM

PATRI CK CUNNI NGHAM  Prof essor, University of Al aska, Anchorage,
testified in support of SB 179. He spoke of the benefits
provided in the bill for adults with cognitive disorders, nental
disabilities, and brain injuries.

NANCY BURKE, Trust Program O ficer, Alaska Mental Health Trust
Aut hority (AWMHTA), Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of SB
179. She spoke of her organization's efforts to keep vul nerable
adul ts who wander, safe.

10: 20: 34 AM

RANDI CHAPMAN, Director of State Affairs, National Al zheinmer's
Associ ation, Washington, D.C., testified in support of SB 179.
She enphasi zed the inportance of | ocal searching techniques.

DULCE NOBRE, Executive Director, Alzheiner's Resource of Al aska,
Pal mer, Al aska, testified in support of SB 179. She spoke of the
dangers of wandering behavior. The organi zation provides
education and strategies for famly care givers, but needs
assi stance with these situations.

10: 23: 26 AM

KATHRYN MONFREDA, Chief, Crimnal Records & Identification
Bureau, Departnent of Public Safety, offered to answer questions
about the zero fiscal note for SB 179.

SENATOR A ESSEL noted the broadness of the bill with use of the
| anguage "vul nerable adults.”

CHAI R W ELECHOMBKI said a definition exists in statute.
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M5. HODGE read the definition of vulnerable adult: "A vul nerable
adult is classified under state law as a person who is at |east
18 years old, and, because of a physical or nmental inpairnment,
is unable to neet the person's own needs or to seek help wthout
assi stance. "

CHAI R W ELECHOMBKI stated he would hold SB 179 in conmittee.

SCR 18- RAGUL WALLENBERG REMEMBRANCE DAY

10: 25: 34 AM

CHAIR W ELECHOWBKI  announced that SCR 18 was before the
commttee. The resolution designates August 4, 2012, as Raoul
Wl | enber g Renmenbr ance Day.

SENATOR FRED DYSQN, sponsor, SCR 18, introduced the resolution
by quoting Solonobn from 3,000 years ago, "If a man thinketh in
his heart, so is he." He said that Raoul Willenberg was a
Swedi sh di pl omat who was responsible for saving over 100,000
Jewi sh people during the hol ocaust. The Gui nness Book of Records
says that no one in history saved nore people than Raoul
Wal | enberg. August 12, 2012, wll be the 100th Anniversary of
Raoul Wallenberg's birth. Mny Al askans are interested in
honoring this hero and no one objects to this proposal.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI noted that Raoul Wallenberg is one of only
two persons to be made an honorary citizen of the United States.

10: 28: 31 AM

DAVID GOITSTEIN, Anchorage, Alaska, testifying on his own
behal f, spoke in support of SCR 18. He shared a personal story
about Raoul Wl | enberg.

SENATOR PASKVAN nmoved to report SCR 18 out of conmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendati ons and attached zero fiscal note.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI announced that wthout objection, SCR 18
nmoved fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmtt ee.

10: 30: 32 AM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
the Senate State Affairs Standing Committee adjourned at 10:30
a.m
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