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Senator Al bert Kookesh

Senat or Kevin Meyer
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COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 20
Relating to awarding the Al aska Decoration of Honor to certain
menbers of the mlitary.

- MOVED SCR 20 OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 14
Uging the United States Departnent of Defense to protect
mlitary bases and mlitary personnel in the state.

- MOVED CSSJR 14(STA) QUT OF COW TTEE
SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 11
Urging nenbers of the Alaska delegation in Congress to support
efforts by the National Wnen's Hstory Mseum to secure
property in Wshington, D.C., near the National Mill, as a
permanent | ocation for the National Wnen's Hi story Miseum

- MOVED SJR 11 QUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 16
Proclai mng May 2012 to be Celiac Di sease Awareness Month.

- MOVED SCR 16 QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: SCR 20
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SHORT TI TLE: DECORATI ON OF HONCR
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) W ELECHOSKI

02/ 01/ 12 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 01/ 12 (S) STA
02/ 07/ 12 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: SJR 14
SHORT TITLE: M LI TARY PERSONNEL CUTS & BASE CLOSURES
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) W ELECHOSKI

02/ 01/ 12 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 01/ 12 (S) STA
02/ 07/ 12 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: SJR 11
SHORT TITLE: NATI ONAL WOMEN S HI STORY MUSEUM
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DAVI S

01/ 17/ 12 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 17/ 12 (S) STA

02/ 07/ 12 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SCR 16

SHORT TITLE: CELI AC DI SEASE AWARENESS MONTH
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) G ESSEL

01/ 17/ 12 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 17/ 12 (S) STA
02/ 07/ 12 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

KENDRA KLOSTER, St aff

Senator Bill W el echowski

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SCR 20 on behal f of the sponsor.

LUKE HOPKI NS, Mayor

Fai rbanks North Star Borough

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 20 and offered
Amendnent 1.

C.W FLOYD, Special Assistant for Mlitary and Veterans Affairs
O fice of Senator Mark Begich
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Anchor age, Al aska,
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 20.

JI' M PALMER

O fice of Senator Lisa Mirkowski

Anchor age, Al aska,

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 20.

SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SJR 11.

CELESTE HODGES, St aff

Senat or Bettye Davis

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SJR 11 on behal f of the sponsor.

ANN STONE, Senior Vice President

Nat i onal Whnen's Hi story Miseum

Al exandria, Virginia

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SJR 11.

ROBI N READ, President and CEO

Nat i onal Foundation for Wnen Legi sl ators

Washi ngton, DC

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SJR 11.

TERESA NEENO, Physi ci an

Al lergy Asthma and Immunity Center of Al aska
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 16.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

9:01: 07 AM

CHAIR BI LL W ELECHOABKI called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Committee neeting to order at 9:01 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators G essel, Kookesh, Paskvan, Meyer, and Chair
W el echowski .

SCR 20- DECORATI ON_OF HONCR

9:02: 27 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI announced that the first order of business
woul d be SCR 20, which would award the Decoration of Honor to 25
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individuals that were killed in the line of duty while honorably
serving the United States in 2011.

KENDRA KLOSTER, staff, Senator Bill Welechowski, sponsor,
i ntroduced SCR 20. She explained that the resolution honors 25
i ndividuals who were killed in the line of duty while honorably
serving our state and country in 2011. The Al aska Decoration of
Honor was established in 2007 to award mlitary service nenbers
from Al aska, or those who have been deployed while stationed in
Al aska, who were Kkilled in action or in support of conbat
action. The legislature nust authorize the award by resolution
so the decoration can be presented to the recipients of the
survivors.

In 2008, the legislature awarded the nmedal to 171 individuals
dating back to statehood. From 2009 to 2010 an additional 36
were authorized. Passage of SCR 20 will allow the famlies of
these 25 individuals to receive the Al aska Decoration of Honor.

9:03: 50 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOABKI requested information as to how the nanes
were conpiled for accuracy purposes.

M5. KLOSTER replied that she worked with Mlitary and Veteran
Affairs and Legislative Legal to do so.

SENATOR PASKVAN nmoved to report SCR 20 from conmttee wth
i ndi vidual recommendations. There being no objection, SCR 20
noved fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmittee.

SJR 14-M LI TARY PERSONNEL CUTS & BASE CLOSURES

9: 05: 36 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOASKI announced the consideration of SJR 14, which
he said highlights the strategic inportance of Al aska's bases
and mlitary personnel.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to adopt the proposed comm ttee substitute
(CS) for SIR 14, |abeled 27-LS1299\M as the working docunent.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI obj ected for discussion purposes.

KENDRA KLOSTER, staff to Senator Bill Welechowski, sponsor,
presented SJR 14. The resolution is a result of the base
real i gnnent and cl osure process in 2005 and a recent possibility
of another round of closures in 2013 and 2015. She rel ated that
it is inmportant that the |egislature show support for Al aska
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mlitary bases and personnel. There will also be a cut of $487
billion over the next 10 years for mlitary bases. The Al aska
mlitary force is of great inportance to Al aska's econony and
strategic location. Thirty-two mlitary installations and nore
than 23,000 active duty nmenbers and 37,000 active duty famly
menbers contribute to about 13 percent of the state's econony.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI noted there was one proposed anendnent.

9:07:27 AM

LUKE HOPKI NS, Mayor, Fairbanks North Star Borough, thanked the
committee for hearing the resolution. He reported on the Base
Real i gnment and C osure Conm ssion (BRAC) process from 2005
whi ch resulted in pushing back realignnent for Eielson Air Force
Base. He voiced concern about another BRAC round. He stressed
the strategic inportance of Eielson Air Force Base in the world
theater. He asked the conmttee to consider this issue and
support the resol ution.

CHAIR W ELECHOWNSKI agreed that the resolution was of great
i nportance to Fairbanks. He requested information about WMyor
Hopki ns' proposed anmendnent.

MAYOR HOPKINS related that he talked to Senator Coghill about
| anguage that woul d highlight the inportance of interior Al aska.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI t hanked the nayor.

9:11: 21 AM

C. W FLOYD, Special Assistant for Mlitary and Veterans Affairs,
Ofice of Senator Mark Begich, offered to answer questions on
SJR 14.

CHAI R W ELECHOMNSKI requested nore information about the BRAC
process.

MR. FLOYD explained that BRAC would require Congressiona
approval. A list of mlitary bases under consideration would be
devel oped and reviewed. In 2005, the BRAC conmttee cane to
Alaska to take testinony regarding the reduction of Eielson
Base. He noted that currently the Congressional clinate does not
support donestic BRAC in light of all alternatives.

CHAIR W ELECHOMNSKI asked what affects the 2005 BRAC had on
Al aska.
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MR. FLOYD replied that it brought out facts and dispelled runors
about costs. Cost savings inplications were found to be
significant. The strategic inportance was highlighted, as well
as future devel opnent opportunities, especially as related to
environnmental inpacts, unmanned aerial vehicles, and the globa
reach of the training centers.

9:18: 05 AM
CHAIR W ELECHOANSKI asked about Secretary of Defense Panetta's
prediction that $487 billion in mlitary cuts are expected over

the next ten years. He wondered how that would affect Al aska.

MR. FLOYD opined that it was too soon to speculate on that
i ssue.

SENATOR PASKVAN recalled heating costs being a concern during
the 2005 hearings. He said it was found that there was a
| eveling of BTU consunption by including air conditioning in
cost conparisons of bases.

MR. FLOYD said he assuned it was so, but did not know He
offered to find out.

9:19: 50 AM

JIM PALMER, Senator Lisa Mrkowski's Ofice, agreed that
Congress is not in favor of a BRAC process at this tine. Any
downsi zing of the mlitary in Alaska would not be a good idea
for America, given the strategic position of Al aska's bases to
Asian Pacific theaters. He noted that the governor, the
| egi sl ature, and the Congressional delegation would be working
closely together on this issue. He voiced concern about the
possibility of nmoving F-16's from Ei el son to El nendorf.

CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI noted w despread support on the legislative
level. He asked if noving the F-16's was a precursor for
upcom ng BRAC rounds.

MR. PALMER said that would be speculation on his part. He
pointed out that noving the jets from Eielson would nake it
easier to put the base in a BRAC situation

9:23:29 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI wi t hdrew his objection to adopting the CS for
SIJR 14. There being no further objection, version M was before
the commtt ee.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to adopt Anendnent 1:
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WHEREAS the northern nost U S. Air Force base in North
Arerica is located in central Alaska is hone to Red
Flag North exercises that provide access to the Joint
Pacific Range Conplex training space for conbined
Allied joint training including extensive |ive weapons
fire, live ordinances, and controlled UAV airspace and
over| and supersonic flight; and

WHEREAS the Pacific Air Bridge is supported by Al askan
Based KC-135 tankers with 24 mllion gallons of jet
fuel storage supplied by a central Al aska refinery via
di rect pipeline; and

WHEREAS the state of Alaska has invested $80 nmillion
of its own capital funds in the last two years to
provide the mlitary exclusive direct ground access to
JPARC which is adjacent to a central Alaska Air Force
base; and

There being no objection, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI spoke of the inportance of Alaska's strategic
| ocation. He said the economc inpact of 13 percent is an
important factor for retaining mlitary bases in Al aska.

9:25: 27 AM

SENATOR PASKVAN referred to a previous coment on BRAC and the
choice of closing donestic and international bases. He stressed
t hat donestic bases should be considered |ast for a BRAC process
because of the trenmendous economc inpact closing them would
have on communities.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report CSSJR 14, version M as anended,
out of conmittee with individual recomrendations. There being no
objection, CSSJR 14(STA) noved from the Senate State Affairs
St andi ng Comm ttee.

SJR 11- NATI ONAL WOMEN' S HI STORY MJUSEUM

9:27:11 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOASKI announced the consideration of SJR 11, which
calls on the congressional delegation to support efforts to
construct a National Wnen's H story Miseum in the nation's
capital
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SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S, sponsor of SJR 11, thanked the conmittee
for hearing the resolution.

CELESTE HODGES, staff, Senator Bettye Davis, read from the
foll ow ng sponsor statenment for SJR 11:

Senate Joint Resolution No. 11 urges nenbers of the
Al aska delegation in Congress to support efforts by
the National Wnen's H story Museum to secure property
in Washington DC near the National Mll as a pernmanent
| ocation for the National Wnen's Hi story Miseum

Wnen played and continue to play essential roles in
many novenents that hel ped shape the society we val ue
so highly today. Such novenents include the Labor
Movenent, the Wnen's Suffrage Mvenent, the G vil
Ri ghts Mvenent, the Wnen's Ri ghts Mvenent, and the
Envi ronnental Mvenent. Wnmen have long struggled to
gain ground in a society largely dom nated by nen.
Unfortunately, wonen achievenments were marginalized
and credit for their work and discoveries went to
their male colleagues. Too often wonen were unsung
heroes and their contributions went wunnoticed. The
di spl acenent of wonmen’s history from the consci ousness
of the general public is indicated by the absence of
wonen’ s hi story from K-12 curricul um The
achi evenents, |eadership, courage, strength and |ove
of the wonen who built Anmerica was and is as vital as
that of the nmen whose nanes we know so well.

In the 1970's, that began to change as a novenent to
cel ebrate wonen's history gai ned nonentum — a nonentum
we now feel each March during Wnen's History Month as
we pay tribute to the mllions of wonen who sacrificed
so nmuch to help create a better society and worl d.

Since its founding in 1996, the National Wnen's
Hi story Miuseum Institution, with the support of the
Nati onal Foundation for wonen |egislators, has been
working toward obtaining a pernanent site near the
National Mall for its building. The construction of a
museum that exhibits the rich history of wonen and
their many contributions to society is |ong overdue.
O the 210 statues in the capitol building, only 9 are
of wonen. OF the 2,400 national historic landmarks in
the country, only 5 percent docunent wonen' s
acconpl i shnent s. There are nuseuns dedicated to
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ai rplanes, buildings, and postage stanps, but no
single | ocati on dedi cat ed to cel ebrating t he
acconplishnents of wonen, who are over half the
country's popul ati on.

M5. HODGES urged support of SJR 11.

9:31: 04 AM

ANN STONE, Senior Vice President, National Wnen's History
Museum Al exandria, Virginia, testified in support of SJR 11.
She recalled support for the nmuseum from Al askans, including
Senator Stevens in 1997. She said it is critical to receive
support from across the states. In the 90's a survey showed that
80 percent surveyed were in favor of a wonen's history nuseum
She spoke of the museunmis goal to create a greater partnership
between nen and wonen, and to provide greater role nodels for
young girls. She applauded the |egislature for considering SJR
11, which asks for the right to be able to purchase |and on or
near the Mall of Wshington, DC

9:36: 02 AM

ROBIN READ, President and CEQ National Foundation for Wnen
Legi sl ators, Washington, DC, testified in support of SJR 11. She
listed the nunber of states that had already endorsed this
legislation. She listed the types of nuseuns already in
exi stence and showed that a women's nmuseum i s obviously m ssing.
The Wonen's History Museum woul d be the only nuseum not paid for
by taxpayers. She pointed out that Al aska wonen are tineless
pi oneers.

SENATOR KOOKESH spoke of his experience with building the
American Indian Museum He wondered if there was any land stil
avai l abl e on the Ml l.

M5. READ commented that the Hispanic Mseum which wll be
| ocated on the Mal, was just approved. She deferred to Ms. Stone
to discuss avail abl e | and.

9:39: 52 AM

M5. STONE noted that there are a couple of options for sites. It
could be a purchase or a 99-year lease. It will be a revenue
positive bill. She described a site on 12th and | ndependence;

ot her sites are pending.

SENATOR KOOKESH appreciated the group's efforts to find property
for the nmuseum
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M5. READ sai d she appreciated the Native Anerican Museum
SENATOR DAVI S encour aged passage of the resol ution.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report SJR 11, version A, out of
committee wth individual reconmendat i ons. There being no
objection, SJR 11 was reported from the Senate State Affairs
Standi ng Comm ttee.

SCR 16- CELI AC DI SEASE AWARENESS MONTH

9:43: 44 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI announced that SCR 16 was before the
commttee, a resolution which designates My 2012 as Celiac
D sease Awar eness Mont h.

SENATOR CATHY d ESSEL, sponsor of SCR 16, introduced the bill
She inforned the commttee about gluten and celiac disease,
which is caused by a reaction to gluten. It is estimted that
over 5,000 Alaskans are affected by gluten intolerance. She
listed foods in which gluten is contained.

SENATOR G ESSEL |listed the synptons of celiac disease which is
genetic and has no known cure. Once identified, a person nust
eat a strict gluten-free diet.

9:45: 20 AM

TERESA NEENO, Physician, Allergy Asthma and Immunity Center of
Al aska, testified in support of SCR 16. She explained that an
i ncreased awareness of the synptons of celiac disease should
hel p decrease the tinme it usually takes to diagnose the disease,
which can be from 5 to 10 years. She addressed the care for
celiac di sease.

SENATOR PASKVAN referred to page 2, line 25, the term
"m sdi agnosi s" and asked for clarity.

DR. NEENO explained that the public has a great deal of
msinformation related to food allergies and intol erances. The
synptoms of celiac disease are vague and it is difficult to
correlate the synptonms with the disease and the consunption of
wheat. It is an autoimune disease and therefore there are @
tract issues.

9:49: 55 AM
SENATOR PASKVAN wanted clarification of "m sdiagnosis.”
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DR. NEENO expl ai ned that the synptons can be confusing.
CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI asked how a person is tested for the disease.

DR. NEENO said that a blood test is required. A genetic study
can al so be done.

CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI asked if there was an increase in the nunber
of cases.

DR. NEENO said not necessarily. She shared that 1 in 133 in the
U S. have been identified to have the disease; in Al aska, |ess
have been identified.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked what the cost of the blood test is and if
it is covered by insurance.

DR. NEENO did not know the cost, but thought it was covered by
i nsurance as part of a diagnostic workup.

9:53: 10 AM
SENATOR MEYER asked how information about the disease is nmde
avai l able. He al so wanted to know what foods can be eaten.

SENATOR G ESSEL said that people do not generally know about
this disease. There is a need for dispersing information. The
point of the resolution is to increase awareness.

SENATOR d ESSEL addressed the question about what foods can be
eaten. She stressed that processed foods are bad. Wole foods
and raw foods are ok, as is protein. Very few grains can be
consuned. Parents have a hard tinme providing food for children
wi th the disease.

SENATOR MEYER suggested keying the food pyramid with a notice
about celiac disease.

CHAI R W ELECHOABKI comrented that rice and potatoes would be
fine to eat.

SENATOR PASKVAN agreed that public awareness was an inportant
i ssue. He applied the national statistics of 1 out of 133 having
celiac disease to a school setting and enphasized the need to
hei ghten awareness in schools. He nentioned the cost of $5,000
to $12,000 per year due to celiac disease and suggested early
di agnosi s.
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9:58: 51 AM

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report SCR 16, version M from
commttee wth individual reconmendat i ons. There being no
objections, SCR 16 was reported from the Senate State Affairs
Standi ng Comm ttee.

9:59: 25 AM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee,
Chair Wel echowski adjourned the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting at 9:59 p.m
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