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VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Bill Wel echowski, Chair
Senat or Joe Paskvan, Vice Chair
Senator Al bert Kookesh

Senat or Kevin Meyer

Senat or Cathy G essel

MEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 11
Desi gnating August 18, 2011, as Walter J. Hi ckel Day of the
Arctic.
- MOVED SCR 11 QUT OF COW TTEE
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 101( STA)
"An Act establishing the fourth Saturday of July each year as
Ted Stevens Day."
- MOVED CSHB 101(STA) OUT OF COWM TTEE
HOUSE BI LL NO. 19
"An Act relating to special request registration plates; and
providing for an effective date."
- MOVED SCS CSHB 19( STA) QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SCR 11

SHORT TI TLE: WALTER HI CKEL DAY OF THE ARCTIC
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) FRENCH

04/ 01/ 11 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
04/ 01/ 11 (S) STA
04/ 12/ 11 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

SENATE STA COW TTEE -1- April 12, 2011



BILL: HB 101
SHORT TI TLE: TED STEVENS DAY
SPONSOR(s): RULES

01/18/11 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/18/ 11 (H) STA

03/ 29/ 11 (H STA RPT CS(STA) NT 7DP

03/ 29/ 11 (H DP: PETERSEN, SEATON, GRUENBERG,
KELLER, P. W LSON, JOHANSEN, LYNN

03/ 29/ 11 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 29/ 11 (H Moved CSHB 101(STA) Qut of Conmittee

03/ 29/ 11 (H M NUTE( STA)

03/30/ 11 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 30/ 11 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 101( STA)

04/ 01/ 11 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

04/ 01/ 11 (S) STA

04/ 12/ 11 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: HB 19
SHORT TI TLE: SPECI AL REQUEST LI CENSE PLATES
SPONSOR(s): LYNN, KELLER, GATTO

01/18/ 11 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/7/11

01/18/ 11 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 18/ 11 (H) STA, FIN

02/ 08/ 11 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 08/ 11 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

02/ 08/ 11 (H) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 09/ 11 (H STA RPT 7DP

02/ 09/ 11 (H DP: JOHANSEN, P. W LSQN, KELLER,
GRUENBERG, SEATON, PETERSEN, LYNN

02/ 22/ 11 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

02/ 22/ 11 (H <Bill Held Cver to 2/24/11>

02/ 24/ 11 (H) FIN AT 1:30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

02/ 24/ 11 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

02/ 24/ 11 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 25/ 11 (H FIN RPT 8DP 1NR

02/ 25/ 11 (H DP: FAI RCLOUGH, GARA, T. W LSON,
GUTTENBERG, NEUMAN, DOOGAN, STOLTZE,
THOVAS

02/ 25/ 11 (H NR: COSTELLO

03/ 23/ 11 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 23/ 11 (H VERSION: HB 19

03/ 25/ 11 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

03/ 25/ 11 (S) STA, TRA

04/ 12/ 11 (S) STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
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W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR HOLLI S FRENCH

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SCR 11

ERIN SHI NE, Staff to Representative Craig Johnson

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 101 for Representative Craig
Johnson, the sponsor.

ROSI TA WORL, PhD, President

Seal aska Heritage Institute

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 101.

THOVAS REI KER, Staff to Representative Bob Lynn

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 19 for Representative Bob Lynn,
t he Sponsor.

M CHELLE SYDEMAN, Staff to Senator Bill W el echowski

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ained changes in proposed SCS for HB
101.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

9:07:10 AM

CHAIR BI LL WELECHOWSKI called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:07 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators G essel, Meyer, Kookesh, Paskvan, and Chair
W el echowski .

SCR 11-WALTER HI CKEL DAY OF THE ARCTIC

9:07: 38 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOASKI announced the first order of business would
be SCR 11, which honors the late Governor Walter J. Hickel by
establishing a day in his honor.

SENATOR HOLLI'S FRENCH, sponsor of SCR 11, said he could probably
speak for hour s about t he late \Walter Hi ckel . H s
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acconpl i shnments were nunmerous in many arenas, and he changed the
| andscape of Alaska. Senator French said he was thrilled to
pr esent the resolution; Wal ter Hi ckel was one of hi s
constituents, and they attended the same church. He noted a book
by Governor Hickel, "Crisis in the Comobns" is a great docunent
about managi ng common areas such as the Arctic. He said Governor
Hi ckel was a great Al askan. Passage of SCR 11 would establish
August 18, 2011, as Walter J. Hi ckel Day of the Arctic.

CHAIR W ELECHOABKI noted that many people in the legislature
have been influenced by forner Governor Hi ckel.

9:09: 30 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI opened and cl osed public testinony.

SENATOR PASKVAN nmoved to report SCR 11 from conmttee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations and attached =zero fiscal not e.
Wt hout objection, SCR 11 fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing
Comm ttee.

9:10: 21 AM
At - ease.

HB 101- TED STEVENS DAY

9:12:34 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI announced the next order of business would be
HB 101, which would establish the fourth Saturday of each July
as Ted Stevens Day. [CSHB 101(STA) was before the conmmittee.]

9:12:56 AM

ERIN SHINE, staff to Representative Craig Johnson, sponsor of HB
101, said that Ted Stevens dedicated his life to the state of
Al aska. The purpose of HB 101 is to establish Ted Stevens Day
each year in Alaska. At the request of his famly, the original
date of Novenber 18 was changed to the fourth Saturday in July
each year, so that Al askans could observe the day in outdoor
activities, as Senator Stevens |oved to do.

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI opened public testinony.

9:14: 55 AM

ROSI TA WORL, PhD., President, Sealaska Heritage Institute, said
she had the pleasure of working with Senator Stevens through
Seal aska and wth the Al aska Federation of Natives. She said it
is inportant to note sonme of the wonderful things he did, "He
was our uncle but he was also our brother." He was given a
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Tlingit name, "The Bear Who Went Up Into Space." She noted he
was a nenber of the sane clan as Senator Kookesh. The nanme was
given after he had proven hinself, not only to the Native people
but to the state of Alaska. Beyond bringing noney into the
state, he was a noral and principled nman.

He fought for the settlenment of the Alaska Native Cains
Settlement Act (ANCSA). Al Alaskans today benefit from that
act; ANCSA has been an economc engine for Alaska. It was really
inmportant to Senator Stevens to make sure that Native children
had this connection to their land. The First Peoples of Al aska
are forever grateful to him for doing that. He wanted to nake
sure that the state would have managenent of its own fish and
gane; that is a task the state still needs to address.

I f any Al aska Natives ever doubt the |love he had for them they
only need look at the health care that he is responsible for.
Al aska Native Medical Center in Anchorage is a tribute to what
he wanted to do, to nake certain the physical and social welfare
of Al aska Natives were cared for. She said she wanted to say, on
the record on behalf of Al aska Native people; Senator Stevens
was a great man.

9:19: 03 AM
SENATOR MEYER asked about the Tlingit nane.

M5. WORL explained it was taken from a mask of a brown bear that
had been placed in a spaceship by a young Tlingit man who was
working for NASA; hence it was called "The Brown Bear Wo Went
Up Into Space."” The mask hangs in the Seal aska Buil di ng today.

SENATOR MEYER asked if she knew the Tlingit pronunciation.
M5. WORL answered she did not renenber, but she could get it.

SENATOR KOCKESH observed that she could have said any words in
Tlingit and the coormittee woul d have accepted it.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI said that as he travels around the state for
hearings, it is obvious that every place in Al aska, down to the
smal lest village, has been positively inpacted by Senator
St evens.

CHAIR WELECHOABKI noted a letter from Lilly Stevens Becker,
Senat or Stevens' youngest daughter, was in the record.
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CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI cl osed public testinmony and asked the will of
the conmittee.

9:20: 49 AM
SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report CS for HB 101, version |, from
commttee wth individual recomendations and attached zero
fiscal note.

CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI announced that w thout objection, CSHB
101(STA) noved fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Commttee.

9:22: 08 AM
At - ease.

HB 19- SPECI AL REQUEST LI CENSE PLATES

9:26: 29 AM

CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI announced the next order of business would be
HB 19, authorizing the Division of Mtor Vehicles (DW) to
create a special request license plate incorporating the phrase,
"I'n God W Trust."

9:26:51 AM
THOVMAS REI KER, staff to Representative Bob Lynn, said the idea
for these plates canme when Senator Lynn visited |Indiana and saw

many "In God W Trust" license plates. H's office asked the DW
to cone up with a format for the "In God W Trust" |icense plate
for Alaska. This bill creates an Al aska special request "In God
W Trust" Ilicense plate, which is available on request. It
follows the typical procedure for issuance of special request
license plates. The DW does not oppose the bill; there is a

zero fiscal note.
CHAI R W ELECHOMBKI noted there was a CS, version X

9:28:35 AM

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to adopt the proposed Senate conmittee
substitute (CS) for HB 19, |abeled 27-LS0141\X, as the working
docunent .

CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI obj ected for discussion purposes.

9:29:18 AM

M CHELLE SYDEMAN, staff to Senator Bill Welechowski, said the
version X Senate CS, incorporates several bills into the
underlying HB 19. These are a license plate bill that honors

Laotians who joined the United States Arny during the Vietnam
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War, which had support in the House State Affairs Conmittee; an
NRA license plate bill that added a breast cancer awareness
license plate; and SB 93 that authorizes the DW to in the
future set up a clear process to gauge public interest before

proceeding with a specialty license plate. Witney Brewster
indicated that DW would be confortable admnistering that
process. That bill passed the Senate unaninously and is now

bei ng considered in the House.

9:31: 28 AM

CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI noted that when he presented SB 93 to the
House State Affairs Conmttee he learned that that comrittee did
the sanme thing, except they also incorporated a bill for Choose
Life plates and added a three-year sunset provision. He did not
support the sunset, because the idea is to renpove license plates
from the |legislature's consideration. Another addition was a
change in the m ni mum nunber of plates; this was dropped from 50
to 10 in the House version. He liked that idea.

CHAI R W ELECHOWSKI noved Conceptual Amendnent 1.
CONCEPTUAL ANMENDMENT 1

Page 3, line 4:
Del ete " 50"
| nsert "25

CHAIR W ELECHOWSKI found no discussion or objection and
announced that Conceptual Anendnment 1 was adopted.

9:33:10 AM
CHAI R W ELECHOWBKI asked if there were any other anmendnents.

SENATOR MEYER noved [Conceptual] Anendnent 2, which would
incorporate SB 16, the Choose Life license plate bill. The
committee already heard his bill and conpromsed to include Pro
Fam |y Pro-choice to avoid potential concerns. He noted he
preferred Senator Welechowski's bill to the House version, but
if there is to be an omibus license plate bill he would |ike
his to be included.

CHAIR WELECHOASKI said it's a fair way to go; incorporating
both views is best to avoid a potential |awsuit.

CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI recapped Conceptual Anmendnment 2, would add
Sections 1 and 2 of SB 16, version E, as well as any conformng
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anmendnents. Finding no objection, he announced that Conceptual
Amendnent No. 2 was adopt ed.

Finding no further amendnments or discussion, he asked the wll
of the commttee.

9:36: 14 AM

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report Senate CS for HB 19, version [X]
as anended, wth individual recomendations and acconpanying
zero fiscal note.

CHAI R W ELECHOWNSKI announced that w thout objection, SCS HB
19(STA) noved fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmittee.

9:37:09 AM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee,
Chair W el echowski adjourned the neeting at 9:37 a.m
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