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Senat or Bert Stednman
Senator Lesil MQiire
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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS
Fi sherman' s Fund Advi sory and Appeal s Counci |
Cl ay Bezenek, Ketchikan
James Herbert, Seward

- CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

Big Gane Commercial Services Board
M chael Meekin, Pal ner
M chel e Metz, Dougl as
Donal d Quarberg, Delta Junction
Brenda Rebne, Anchorage

- CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

Board of Gane
Bob Munford, Anchorage
Ther esa Sager - Al baugh, Tok
Lynn Keogh, Jr., Anchorage

- CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

SENATE BI LL NO. 207

"An Act relating to exenptions for a resident hunting and sport
fishing license and to taking fish and ganme by proxy for a
person with nmental or physical disabilities.™
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- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

SENATE BI LL NO. 209

“"An Act relating to oil and gas or gas only leasing; requiring
that a mninmum work commtnent be included in each oil and gas
and gas only lease and that a proposed plan of devel opnment be
included in an application for an oil and gas or gas only | ease;
and providing for an effective date.”

- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 118(FIN)
"An Act relating to a tax credit for qualified research and
devel opnent expenditures; and providing for an effective date."

- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 340

"An Act relating to the reservation of certain mning clains
from all wuses inconpatible wth the purposes for establishing
the Petersville Recreational Mning Area.”

- MOVED HB 340 OQUT OF COW TTEE ON 4/4/12
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REG STER

CLAY BEZENEK

Ket chi kan, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Fisherman's
Fund Advi sory and Appeal s Council .

JAMES HERBERT

Sewar d, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Fisherman's
Fund Advi sory and Appeal s Council.

JERRY MCCUNE, President

Cordova District Fishernmen United

Cordova, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported appoi ntnments of both M. Bezenek
and M. Herbert to the Fisherman's Fund Advisory and Appeals
Counci | .
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MARK SALDI, representing hinself

Skagway, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported appointnments of both M. Bezenek
and M. Herbert to the Fisherman's Fund Advisory and Appeals
Counci | .

M CHAEL MEEKI N

Pal mer, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Commerci al Servi ces Board.

M CHELE METZ

Dougl as, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Conmmrer ci al Servi ces Board.

DONALD QUARBERG

Delta Junction, AK

POSI TION STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Commer ci al Servi ces Board.

ROBERT FI THI AN, Executive Director

Al aska Professional Hunters Association

Lower Tonsina, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnments of Mchele Mtz
and Donald Quarberg to the Big Game Commerci al Services Board.

BOB MUMFORD
Anchor age, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of Gane.

THERESA SAGER- ALBAUGH
Fai r banks, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of Gane.

LYNN KEOGH, Jr.
Anchor age, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of Gane.

TI NA BROAN, representing herself

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed appointnment of M. Keogh to the
Board of Gane.

GREG BROWN, representing hinself
Juneau, AK
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnent of M. Minford to
the Board of Gane, but not M. Keogh.

ART GREENWALD, representing hinself

Fai r banks, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed M. Keogh's appointnent to the Board
of Gane.

JOE KLUTSCH, representing hinself

Ki ng Sal non, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Fully supported M. Minford' s appointnent to
t he Board of Gane.

MARK RI CHARDS, Co- Chair

Back Country Hunters and Angl ers

Fai r banks, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnments of M. Keogh, M.
Al baugh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.

BOB FI THI AN, Executive Director

Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ation

Lower Tonsina, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appoi ntnments of M. Keogh, M.
Al baugh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.

GECRCE PI ERCE, representing hinself

Kasi | of, AK

opposed M. Keogh's appointnent to the Board of Gane.
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:

LYNNETTE MORENO- HEI NZ, representing herself

Anchor age, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported Ms. Metz's appointnment to the Big
Ganme Commerci al Services Board.

KENNETH BARBER, representing hinself

Pal mer, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnents of M. Keogh and
Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane.

ROD ARNO, Executive Director

Al aska Qut door counci l

Pal mer, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnents of M. Al baugh,
M. Keogh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.
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PATTY BARBER, representing herself

The Butte, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnents of M. Keogh and
Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane.

MELVI N GROVE, President

Prince WIIliam Sound Charter Boat Associ ation

Bi g Lake, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnments of M. Al baugh,
M. Keogh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.

M KE CRAWFORD, President

Safari Club International

Sol dot na, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appoi ntnments of M. Keogh, M.
Al baugh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.

JOE LETARTE

Al aska Trappers Associ ation
Two Rivers, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:

VI RA L UWMPHENOUR, Chairman

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

North Pol e, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnents of M. Keogh and
Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane.

VI RG L UMPHENQOUR, representing hinself

North Pol e, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Personal ly supported the appointnents of M.
Keogh, Ms. Al baugh and M. Munford to the Board of Gane.

YOLANDA DELACRUZ, representing herself

Anchor age, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed the appointnent of M. Keogh to the
Board of Gane.

BARBARA W NKLEY, representing herself

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed the appointnent of M. Keogh to the
Board of Gane.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

4:36:18 PM
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CO CHAIR THOVAS WAGONER called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 4:36 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Wel echowski, French, Co-Chair Wgoner and
Co- Chai r Paskvan.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS5

4:37:14 PM

COCHAIR WAGONER said the commttee would first take wup
confirmation hearings and the first would be the Fisherman's
Fund Advisory and Appeals Council appointees: Cay Bezenek and
James Herbert. He invited M. Bezenek to tell them out hinself
and why he wanted to serve another termon the council.

4:37:25 PM
CLAY BEZENEK, appointee to the Fisherman's Fund Advisory and
Appeal s Council, Ketchikan, AK, said he had been a conmerci al

fisherman since 1983. He had just conpleted his first term on
the council and really enjoyed the work. He said the Fisherman's
Fund actually helped him once when he had a near fatal dive
accident in 2002 outside of Craig and it gave him a sense of
pride to be on the board, to help people out and nmake the board
effective for the commercial fishernen, especially the ones
wi t hout insurance who need help in desperate tines.

4:40: 29 PM

JAMES HERBERT, appointee to the Fisherman's Fund Advisory and
Appeal s Council, Seward, AK, said he was a long-tine fishermn,
as well and if reconfirnmed this would be his 15th year serving
on the council. He had been appointed under a variety of
admnistrations and took the job very seriously, because the
nmoney from every crew nenber's license and every skipper's

permt funds it. Over the years, many fishernen who had no other
means had been served significantly by their fellow fishernen
through this fund. He had a sense of fiduciary responsibility to
careful ly make deci sions on how to use the fund' s noney.

He commented that Representative Seaton on House Resources
requested a letter from the council about his concern that
selling the seven-day conmercial fishing crewnen's |icenses to
non-resident fishermen was severely inpacting revenues to the
state and nay be affecting revenues to the fund in the process.

CO CHAI R WAGONER asked him for a copy of the council's reply to
distribute to the commttee.

4:44: 37 PM
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JERRY MCCUNE, President, Cordova District Fishermen United,
Cordova, AK, said he had worked with both M. Bezenek and M.
Herbert on the bill and he supported both of their appointnents
to the council. They had served fishernen very well and nade
sure the Fishernen's fund was being used w sely.

COCHAIR WAGONER asked him for a  brief overview of the
Fi sher men' s Fund.

MR. MCCUNE explained that a certain percentage of |limted entry
licenses go into the Fishernen's Fund to provide an insurance
pool for fishermen to use if they are not insured or to
suppl emrent sonme things that aren't paid through insurance for an
injuries that happen only on the boat.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN commented that he appreciated hearing from M.
Her bert about what he sees as one of the future issues. He asked
bot h appointees what major issues they see conmng before the
Fishermen's Fund and to explain a little about how they would
address them

CO CHAIR WAGONER closed the public hearing and invited M.
Bezenek to testify.

4:47:11 PM

MR. BEZENEK said that they did the math at the spring neeting a
coupl e of weeks ago and found that three non-residents |icenses
were bought for every one resident license. This ratio was
thought to be comng out of the Bristol Bay region where the
fishery is about a nonth long and a year-long crew license is
$200. But if you're only going to be up there for three weeks as
a crewman, you can buy three seven-day |icenses for $180.

He expl ained that the original seven day |icense cane into being
when the industry was "on its lips" and tried to get a "dude
fishing industry going." Now fishermen feel it should be changed
to one seven-day license per year and raise the rate on it to
$100. Then if soneone was going to be fishing in Bristol Bay for
three weeks it wouldn’t be conducive for them to buy three
licenses for $300. Paying $100 for a one-week license wouldn't
hurt the dude fishing industry and the idea hadn't really caught
on anyhow.

4:49: 53 PM

MR. HERBERT said that M. Bezenek stated the case well, but he
needed to correct one thing: the seven-day |icenses are only $30
for crewren both in state and out of state. So a person is way
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ahead by buying a couple of those as opposed to one $200 year-
long license. He said he would forward a letter with the
figures in it for clarification, and added that by their
calculations, the state is not realizing as nuch as $393, 000
from the sale of non-resident crewnren |icenses, because of the
way the licensing is structured and there is no dude fishing
recreational segment that caters specifically to rides on
commerci al fishing boats.

Wth the claim limt now set at $10,000 M. Herbert said they
are carefully watching that paid clains aren't taking a toll on
the corpus of the fund. It was holding even at the |ast neeting,
but that's partly because they didn't award any extraordinary
paynments to people for extraordinary cases this year

4:53: 20 PM

MR. HERBERT said the third issue he tried to nmake his fellow
council nenbers aware of was that good support from the program
coordi nator was needed to understand the admnistrative costs
associated with the fund, which from the viewoint of a private
busi ness person seened quite high. They understand and agree
that the Departnment of Labor nmanages the fund and has the
adm nistrative carte blanch to nake decisions on how the npney
gets used, but because it is noney that comes from fishernen,
the council nenbers want to see that it gets used as wsely as
possi bl e.

4:53: 58 PM
CO- CHAI R WAGONER asked what the bal ance of the fund was.

MR. HERBERT answered about $11 mllion; the last of the clains
are now being paid out for the last fishing season and they are
about to start receiving nore from the crewren |icenses as
things ranp up for the upcom ng season. The fund bal ance has
hovered around that amount for |ast few years.

CO CHAIR WAGONER reopened public testinmony to allow another
person to testify.

4:54: 53 PM

MARK SALDI, representing hinself, Skagway, AK, said he is also
on the Fisherman's Fund Advisory and Appeals Council and wanted
to recormend the reappointnment of both Cay and Jim They both
take maintaining the health of the fund seriously.

CO CHAI R WAGONER cl osed public testinony.
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CO CHAI R PASKVAN noved to forward the nanes of Clay Bezenek and
James Herbert to the joint session for serving on the
Fi sherman's Fund Advi sory and Appeals Council in accordance with
AS 39.05.080. This does not reflect any intent by any nenber to
vote for or against confirmation of the individuals during any
further sessions. There were no objections and it was so
or der ed.

CO- CHAl R WAGONER t hanked them for their service.

4:57:13 PM
At ease from4:57 to 4:59 p. m

4:59: 20 PM
[ CO- CHAI R WAGONER handed the gavel over to CO CHAI R PASKVAN. ]

CO CHAI R PASKVAN called the neeting back to order and brought
the appointees for the Big Gane Comercial Services Board
forward; they consisted of: Mchael Meekin, Mchelle Metz,
Donal d Quarberg and Brenda Rebne. He asked them to provide a
statenent to the commttee about their qualifications and state
the reasons they want to serve on this board.

5:00: 19 PM

M CHAEL MEEKI N, appointee, Big Gane Conmercial Services Board,
Pal mer, AK, said he was born and raised in Palmer and grew up in
the guiding business. H's father was a big gane guide in Al aska
and he personally had had a registered guide license for a |ong
time. He also has a transporter license and an air taxi
certificate. He wants to serve on this board to give back to the
i ndustry that has been good to him He could see sone problens
and would like to help with those.

5:02:12 PM
SENATOR FRENCH asked if he owned Meekin's Air Service.

MR. MEEKI N answered yes.

SENATOR FRENCH said he would be voting for him because he had
dropped him and sone friends off at the Scandi navian Hut before
and he wanted to al ways get picked up, too.

5:02: 42 PM

M CHELE WMETZ, appointee, Big Gane Commercial Services Board,
Dougl as, AK, said she works at Seal aska Corporation as the | ands
manager and that gui des had been operating on their |ands since
i nception. Seal aska had started tracking who was there in 1992
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and started to charge thema little fee. A couple of years ago
they concluded this could be a good seasonal job and started
working wth ADF&G the Forest Service and the Big Gane
Commercial Services Board to train apprentice guides. Wen the
seat cane open for large private |land owner on the board, she
was recommended for it by one of the current nenbers.

She explained that part of her duties at Seal aska was to manage
the guides that operate on their |ands and she could learn from
serving on this board and thus help the corporation. And in
turn, her Seal aska perspective could help the board wth issues
com ng before it.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN asked what she saw as the big issue comng
before the Big Ganme Commerci al Services Board.

M5. METZ answered that she attended one neeting in Fairbanks and
sensed a perception of conpetition for guiding in sone of the
areas and the state was considering starting a concession
pr ogr am

CO CHAI R PASKVAN t hanked her for being present today.

5:06: 10 PM

DONALD QUARBERG, appointee, Big Gane Commercial Services Board

Delta Junction, AK, said he had lived there since 1978. He
briefed them that he did not intend to becone a candidate for
this position when it started, but was appointed by the governor
in June and has served on two audio conferences and two
nmeetings, one in Decenber and one in March. Prior to that, he
served on the Fish and Gane Advisory Commttee in Delta for 20
sonme years and on the Delta Bison Wrking Goup, essentially
anot her advi sory commttee.

He said that about 2.5 years ago, DNR submitted its proposal for
this guide concession programthat will regulate how guides wll
operate on state lands. He asked two nenbers of the conmittee
who happened to be assistant guides to coment on it and
eventually five or six local guides got together for a neeting.
Since he didn't know that nuch about the guiding profession, he
invited hinself to the nmeeting. About 40 hours later they had a
10-page rebuttal to the list of suggestions. That led to his
being encouraged to attend the Alaska Professional Hunters
Association neeting in Anchorage, which he did, and he was
inpressed with their concern about the quality of the service
they provide and the professionalism of the guiding industry.
That led to an invite to attend the March neeting of the Big
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Gane Commercial Services Board in Fairbanks where he net wth
sonme representatives from the DNR and |ocal guides; they talked
about the guide concession program Then he returned hone and
found that a vacancy had appeared for a public representative on
the Big Game Commercial Services Board, and he was asked if he
wanted to submt an application. He sent it in and was
appoi nt ed.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN t hanked him for his coments and announced t hat
he had just received notice that Brenda Rebne was unavail able
t oday.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said it's always good to have those who are
interested in serving on boards and conm ssions to cone before
t hem and asked why she wasn't avail abl e.

CO CHAIR PASKVAN said he didn't know why. He noted that a
witness on line wanted to speak on several of the appointnments
and maybe he could ask about her specifically. Then he opened
public comment.

5:11: 30 PM

ROBERT FI THI AN, Executive Director, Alaska Professional Hunters
Associ ation, Lower Tonsina, AK, approved of Mchele Mtz and
Donal d Quarberg, saying Ms. Metz becanme known to him through her
position in Seal aska when sone conservation-related issues cane
up recently. She reached out and talked about how to work
together to build better partnerships on private |ands. He was
pl eased that she accepted the nom nation to the board.

He said he was famliar with M. Quarberg through a nunber of
menbers that work with him on the Delta Fish and Gane Advisory
Conmittee. "He seeks to find a balance,"” often reaching out and
asking lots of questions.

He said that he wasn't sure why Ms. Rebne wasn't here today, but
she is the vice president of Ahtna Corporation. Wen she was
first appointed to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board there
had been a |long standing conflict between the board of Gane and
the Ahtna people, in general. She had been a "fierce fighter"” on
private land rights within that and the federal subsistence
board arenas. A nunber of people had questions about her
appoi ntnment, but he supported her because she was willing to
buil d partnerships and to serve on the board and | earn about the
way of |ife the Big Gane Commercial Services Board represents

She has learned a lot through the years and has becone an
advocate for the guiding and transporting industry
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MR. FITH AN said Ms. Rebne commonly talks about education of
guides and working out conservation partnerships between the
private l|and owners. She has turned out to be a good
spokesperson for the particular industries that the board
represents.

CO CHAIR WAGONER said he hadn't heard any negative feedback on
her.

CO CHAIR PASKVAN said he hadn't heard anything controversial
ei t her.

SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI said he hadn't heard anything controversia
about this candidate, but he didn't want nenbers to feel they
didn't have to show up. It's inportant that the appointees at
| east give them an opportunity to hear what they have to say and
to question themif necessary.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN agreed and said it's inportant to maintain the
process.

5:15:51 PM
SENATOR FRENCH al so agreed with Senator W el echowski' renarKks.

CO- CHAIR WAGONER moved to forward the nanes of M chael Meekin,
Mchele Metz, Donald Quarberg and Brenda Rebne to a joint
session for consideration of serving on the Big Gane Commerci a
Services Board. This did not reflect an intent by any nenbers to
vote for or against the confirmation of the individuals during
any further session. There were no objections and it was so
or der ed.

5:18:19 PM
At ease from5:18 to 5:20 p. m

5:20:10 PM

CO CHAI R PASKVAN called the neeting back to order and announced
consideration of Lynn Keogh, Jr. from Anchorage, Teresa Sager-
Al baugh from Tok, and Robert Munford from Anchorage. He asked
them to give a short statement first and then the conmttee
woul d ask questions. He would then open up public conment.

5.:21:06 PM

BOB MUMFORD, appointee, Board of Ganme, Anchorage, AK, said he
had been in Alaska for 37 years; he first came up with the US
Air Force and was stationed at El nendorf. After that he was an
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Al aska State Trooper for 20 years, 18 of which were with the
Fish and WIldlife Protection Division. He served at the posts in
Pal mer, Sand Point, Kodiak, Fairbanks and Coldfoot. He was
pronoted to sergeant and worked the Kenai Peninsula in Sol dotna
as the first Jland supervisor. He was pronoted again to
lieutenant, winding up in Anchorage. After he retired, he had
several flying jobs including wildlife surveys on the North
Sl ope, air taxi and transporter services in Tok, and he has done
sonme security work.

MR MIUMFORD said he also has five years of volunteer hunter
education experience with the ADF&G and has served five years on
the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board in the public seat. He
wanted to be on the Board of Gane because of his "deep seated
interest” in wldlife issues. He brings a strong ethica
background and a strong background in working wthin the
statutes and regulations of the state and the Constitution. He
is a hunter and a wildlife photographer and viewer, as well. He
considers hinself "a bit of a conservationist,” but is in
support of managing our resources to nmmintain good healthy
popul ati ons and conserve and devel op all the resources we have.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN said part of the statutory obligations under AS
16.05.221 is to provide a view for diversity of interest and
points of view in the nenbership and asked what diversity he
woul d represent on this board.

MR. MUMFORD replied that he is an avid wildlife photographer and
an i ndependent thinker who has worked with various agencies and
peopl e around the state, because he has noved around the state
quite a bit. H's strengths are working wthin the statutes and
regul ations, knowing the enforceability of regulations and
working within the constitutional mandates.

SENATOR FRENCH t hanked him for his service, both to the country
and to the state.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN, seeing no further questions, thanked him as
wel | .

5:26:21 PM

THERESA SAGER- ALBAUGH, appointee, Board of Gane, Fairbanks, AK,
said she grew up hunting and fishing with her famly in
Fai rbanks. She noved to the Tok Cutoff in 1984 and now Ilives
wi th her husband just north of Mentasta Pass in a |og cabin. Her
nearest neighbor is about two mles away, so they are on the
road system but fairly renote.
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M5. ALBBAUGH said she had worked for the past 15 years for a
Summit  Consulting Services, a construction nmanagenent and
engineering firm for primarily water and sewer projects. She
serves as the personnel manager and handl es a good share of the
conpany marketing and internal operations.

She said she |oves the outdoors and is an avid hunter and fisher
and traps with her husband as often as her schedule allows. She
has no professional career or training in wldlife nanagenent
but has a "very deep appreciation" for all wldlife and can
offer her experience as a life-long Alaskan as well as many
years of field observation. She nakes an effort to be a guardian
of equal access and common use of the state public natural
resources. She would be honored to continue participating in
sound ganme nmanagenent through developnent of regulations and
woul d be pleased to serve another term

5:29:30 PM

LYNN KEOGH, Jr., appointee, Board of Ganme, Anchorage, AK, said
he was born and raised in Anchorage. He has owned and operated a
fishing guide service on the Kenai Peninsula with his wife and
three children for the past 26 years; he grew up hunting,
fishing and trapping and enjoying everything Al aska has to
offer. He has raised his children the sane way. He would like to
serve on the board to give back and make sure his kids and
grandki ds can do what he has been able to do.

MR. KEOCGH said he is a registered hunting guide and a |icensed
Coast Cuard captain and had been for over 25 years.

CO- CHAI R PASKVAN t hanked hi m and opened public testinony.

5:30: 51 PM

TINA BROMW, representing herself, Juneau, AK, said Lynn Keogh
had a pattern of disregard for the |aw and she had deep concerns
with his appointnent to the Board of Gane. He has a long civi
court record in Anchorage, dennallen, Honer, Kenai and Pal ner
When viewed as a body, his offenses suggest a pattern of
disregard for the law and this is not the kind of person she
want ed representing her on the board.

According to Alaska statute, as nmentioned already, nenbers of
the Board of Gane should provide diversity of interests and
points of view and M. Keogh does not do that, she said. He
brings nothing new to the Board of Gane. Ther ef or e,
approxi mately 85 percent of Al askans are not represented.
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M5. BROWN said that many Al askans are deeply disappointed in and
di scouraged by recent Board of Gane actions such as bear snaring
for the first tine since statehood. Gven M. Keogh's resunge'
and recent votes in Fairbanks at the Board of Gane neeting he
would further disappoint and discourage those people if
appoi nted now.

The nost recently confirnmed nenber fromlast year has ADF&G fish
and game violations on record and other Board of Gane nenbers
have fish and wldlife violations on their records and she
didn't want soneone with civil violations of this extent on
record to be on the Board of Gane. Alaska's public image as far
as wldlife managenent goes is already tarnished and she saw no
reason to further danage our reputation.

5:34:13 PM

GREG BROWN, representing hinself, Juneau, AK, supported the
appointments of M. Mnford, but not M. Keogh to the Board of
Gane. He wanted to tal k about nunmbers; first he said US Fish and
Wldlife nunmbers indicate that hunting has declined by 10
percent over the last 10 years while wldlife viewng had
increased by over 13 percent. In 2001, 7,039 big gane tags
issued to residents of the State of Al aska and |ast year there
were 5,291, a decline of 24 percent. Non-resident big gane tags
were 17,157 and went down to 12,970 (24 percent) in 2011

He said the consunptive market in Alaska is $125 nillion and the
non-consunptive market is $581 mllion. The non-consunptive
market is $30 billion a year and growing at a very fast rate all
over the entire United States while the consunptive market is at
best staying flat and generally going dowmn 1 to 2 percent a
year.

MR. BROWN said right now the board has seven nenbers and they
all look pretty nmuch the sane - |like hunters and trappers; many
are second and third generation Al askans and run consunptive
busi nesses. But no one is representing a nmgjority of the market,
whi ch is non-consunptive users of wldlife.

MR. BROMW said he liked M. Mnford' s resune' very much, but he
could not recomend M. Keogh because he |ooked just |Ilike
everybody else on the list. They should be |ooking for diversity
and sonebody who wll represent the entire State of Al aska.
According to an analysis he did, the non-consunptive market
could grow another $500 million in five years. That would nean
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10,000 jobs for the State of A aska. It would also give an
econoni ¢ reason for preserving Native cul ture.

5:37:21 PM

CO CHAI R WAGONER asked if he felt the decline in consunptive use
was the result of a decline in available ganme or |ack of
interest in hunting.

MR. BROMWN replied a conbination of both, although the gane is
harder to get. But youth interest has changed dramatically wth
ur bani zation and the advance of electronics; and they are not
growing up in a hunting philosophy. He said that he grew up
hunting; his father hunted all over the world; he wasn't agai nst
hunting. But from an econom c perspective, the opportunity in
Al aska is not hunting but non-consunptive wildlife view ng.

5:38: 24 PM

ART GREENVWALD, representing hinself, Fairbanks, AK, opposed M.
Keogh's appointnment to the Board of Gane. M. Geenwald said he
had lived in Fairbanks for 42 years and had hunted successfully
in that time, but he opposed M. Keogh's appointnment for at
| east two reasons. First, he had an extensive court record of 13
cases and this is a board that establishes rules and regul ations
for the rest of the population. People in a position of
authority like that need to have integrity and he sinply fails
t hat test.

Second, M. Keogh offered no diversity on the board, because he
is a consunptive user. The vast mmjority of Al askans have no
voice on that board even though it is supposed to provide it.
That sane diversity is even in the Board of Gane's m ssion
statenent. Yet the whole board is conposed of hunters and
trappers and has no representation for the wldlife viewer,
phot ographers or the tourism industry. WIldlife viewers should
be represented, because the State Constitution says the resource
is owmed by all Al askans, not just the ones that hunt and trap.

MR. GREENWALD said if he were a legislator, he would be asking
hi msel f how M. Keogh could possibly represent Al askans if so
many peopl e oppose him

5:40: 33 PM

JOE KLUTSCH, representing hinmself, King Salnmon, AK said he
fully supported M. Minford's appointnent to the Board of Gane.
M. Klutsch said he had worked as a sport fishing guide a
hunti ng guide, comrercial fished, and lived in trapping cabins.
He had known M. Minford, because he has checked him in his
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canps; he has known him as a trooper, as a friend and an
aviator. This guy has been around and knows the statutes and
laws. He knows right from wong and is not prejudiced in any
matter. He can ferret out truth from fiction and woul d make an
excel l ent appointee to the Board of Gane.

MR. KLUTSCH said Theresa Al baugh had also done a good | ob.
Further, he opined that there is no such thing as non-
consunptive users and he is all for bear view ng: 99 percent of
what he does is view and enjoy wildlife. But to portray any
given group of people as non-consunptive is a euphem sm and
ridi cul ous. Phot ographers and wldlife viewers in Katnai
National Park eat up nore habitat and nore resources and create
nore conflicts than all the hunters conbi ned.

5:43: 25 PM

MARK RICHARDS, Co-Chair, Back Country Hunters and Anglers,
Fai rbanks, AK, supported the appointnents of M. Keogh, M.
Al baugh and M. Mnford to the Board of Ganme. He was very
inpressed with M. Keogh at the March board neeting, because he
treated the public respectfully and was very verbal during
del i berations. A proposal to allow the taking coyotes year-round
came up and he was the only nenber opposed to it, his rationale
being that nothing fromthe animal was utilized, either the hide
or the neat.

MR. RICHARDS said they also supported Teresa Sager-Al baugh; she
works hard and studies the issues; her questions are always on
poi nt and she engages the public well.

They also supported M. Mnford who would bring a needed
attribute to the board with his trooper and transport experience
for notorized access issues.

5:45:21 PM
BOB FITH AN, Executive Director, Alaska Professional Hunters
Associ ation, Lower Tonsina, AK, said he supported all three

appointnments to the Board of Gane. He thought he had attended
nore Board of Gane neetings in the past decade than any of the
menbers had and had seen a lot of board nenbers come and go
It's inmportant for them to hear about resources, stewardship,
wldlife, wldlife stewardship, and the constitutional nandates
that provide for sustained yield, nmaxi mum benefit and managenent
for abundance. They provide for the best interests of Alaska's
wildlife resources and the best interests of all people, whether
they are wildlife viewers, hunters or trappers.
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5:47: 32 PM

GECRCE PIERCE, representing hinself, Kasilof, AK, opposed M.
Keogh's appointnent to the Board of Gane. Hunting guides and
special interest groups control the board that is politically
based and not science based, he said. Qur game is being sold for
outside interests and not Al askans. Don't reappoint old nenbers,
but get new ones to participate who are biol ogists.

5:50: 43 PM

LYNNETTE MORENO HEI NZ, representing herself, Anchorage, AK,
supported Ms. Metz's appointnent to the Big Gane Conmmerci al
Servi ces Board saying she would provide nore diversity on the
board and that is needed.

M5. HEINZ related that she was a cab driver and the past
president of Anchorage Tlingit and Haida and the Al aska Native
Si sterhood, Canp 87. She had been appointed to the Southcentra
Regi onal Advisory Board of Gane and had to go through a |ot
nmeetings to qualify. Now the appointees are not scrutinized. For
i nstance, she replaced an ex-sex offender and she has heard
board nenbers bragging about much noney they were making
gui ding, their fancy boats and cars.

CO CHAIR WAGONER stated that he had an opportunity to ride in
her taxi cab one day and had a very good di scussion with her.

5:54:42 PM

KENNETH BARBER, representing hinself, Palnmer, AK supported the
appoi ntnments of M. Keogh and Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane.
He had spent tinme with M. Keogh on MtSu advisory conmttees
and found himto be open and with a |lot of good ideas on how to
fix some trapping on trail systens issues. M. Al baugh had been
on the board for a quite a while and had done a good job, too.

5:56: 18 PM

ROD ARNO, Executive Director, Al aska Qutdoor council, Palner,
AK, supported the appointnments of M. Al baugh, M. Keogh and M.
Munford to the Board of Gane. He said that people were beginning
to see the results of predator/prey managenent. As harvestable
surplus numbers begin to rise they are seeing a |essening in the
nunber of wuser conflicts who get to harvest them The trend
lately is that the Governor is nomnating and the legislature is
confirm ng people to the board who are adopting regul ations that
are consi stent with ganme managenent | aws.

SENATOR FRENCH said someone sent him an email that purports to
be from Randy Reudrich that clainms to forward an email that M.
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Arno sent and asked if that was true. The last line of the enmai
basi cal | y says:

Get the word out. W can't let the antis defeat Lynn's
confirmation like they did to Al Barrette. POV need
to be sent to every legislator from now supporting
Lynn. Let legislators know we'll go after every one of
t hem who vot es agai nst Keogh next Novenber.

MR. ARNO admtted sending it out and said they plan to follow
through with it.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if that nmeant he would vote for himin the
next election if he did vote to confirm M. Keogh.

5:59:18 PM

PATTY BARBER, representing herself, The Butte, AK, supported the
appoi ntnments of M. Keogh and Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane.
She had known them for many years and felt they were a great
asset for managenent of the state's gane popul ations.

6: 00: 04 PM

MELVIN GROVE, President, Prince WIliam Sound Charter Boat
Association, Big Lake, AK, supported the appointnents of M.
Al baugh, M. Keogh and M. Mnford to the Board of Game. He had
positions on the MatSu Valley Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee
and the Al aska Qutdoor Council. He had participated in numerous
Board of Fisheries neetings and watched M. Al baugh who is an
extrenely hard worker. She had watched M. Keogh in that
capacity as well and he had done an outstanding job, his views
representing 85 percent of Alaskans. He was pretty confident
that the Advisory Conmittee had supported his initial nom nation
and every nenber would probably support his current nom nation,
as well since their views were consistent with his. From reading
M. Minford s resunme' he thought those views would be supported
by him as well.

6: 02: 18 PM

M KE CRAWORD, President, Safari Cub International, Soldotna,
AK, supported the appointnments of M. Keogh, M. Al baugh and M.
Munford to the Board of Gane. As chair of the advisory comittee
he had attended many board neetings and thought M. Keogh
performed well. He cane to the neetings prepared and
know edgeabl e of issues before it. In addition, he has years of
experience and first-hand know edge in the field.
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He said Ms. Al baugh has a good background that qualifies her to
be on the board and M. Minford' s |aw enforcenent background
woul d be good for the board.

6: 04: 00 PM

JCE LETARTE, Al aska Trappers Association, Two Rivers, AK
Fai r banks supported the appointments of M. Keogh, M. Al baugh
and M. Minford to the Board of Game. M. Keogh is a proven
| eader in the outdoor industry and has vast experience from his
fish guiding and Coast Guard captaining. He interacts well wth
the public and listens to their concerns. He votes based on
science rather than public opinion, so they felt he was a well-
rounded indi vidual for the board.

M. Minford is also a strong candidate with his |aw enforcenent
experience. Hs many years as a trooper in Alaska give him a
uni que perspective. M. Al baugh has perfornmed very well, also.

6: 05: 30 PM

VIRA L UWPHENOUR, Chairman, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Commttee, North Pole, AK, supported the appointnents of M.
Keogh and Ms. Al baugh to the Board of Gane. The conmttee voted
unani nously to support M. Keogh and supported M. Al baugh, as
wel | .

VIRG L UWHENOUR, representing hinmself, North Pole, AK, said he
personal ly supported all three appointnents to the Board of
Gane. The commttee didn't know M. Mnford was going to be
appointed, so they didn't get to discuss him M. Unphenour said
he had served on the Board of Fisheries for eight years and knew
what it took to be a good board nenber; he knew and highly
recommended all three appointees. They are highly qualified and
have the desire to do what a good board nenber has to do:
homework: read all the staff reports, all the scientific reports
and rmake yourself available to work with the public.

6: 07: 30 PM

YOLANDA DELACRUZ, representing herself, Anchorage, AK, opposed
t he appointnment of M. Keogh to the Board of Gane. She said she
is an Anmerican Indian and a proud American citizen. M. Keogh
had already voted to approve killing bears and wolves from
helicopters and he had voted to approve total exterm nation of
bears in a 540 square nile area. He has extensive experience as
a professional hunter but still had 13 violations in the |ast
several years.
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She said the current Board of Ganme is weighted in favor of the
conventional hunting industry, but it needs diversity and
balance and to include people who represent the tourist
i ndustry, subsistence and wildlife view ng.

6: 09: 53 PM

BARBARA W NKLEY, representing herself, Anchorage, AK, opposed
t he appointnent of M. Keogh to the Board of Gane. She had |ived
in Alaska long enough to see board nenbers appointed by nmany
governors and they had always appointed a "token wldlife
advocate." She recalled a big change in Board of Ganme appointees
after the turn of the century during the last three
adm nistrations. On Mrch 20, she attended a Board of Gane
Advi sory neeting where the area biologist from Sol dotna, Jeff
Salinger, said he believed |ow nobose nunbers on the Kenai were
caused by loss of habitat not predators, but studies of the
issue had not been conpleted. She enphatically asked why the
board goes ahead and authorizes unnecessary killing of wolves
and bears.

She said that M. Keogh voted to approve the killing of bear and
wol ves from helicopters and voted to approve total exterm nate
of bears in 540 square miles and to reduce wolves to the | owest
possible level in a 1,300 square mle area.

M5. WNKLEY also stated that "The quality of recent wldlife
managers w th nunerous felony charges should be an enbarrassnent
to the state...not to nention the inhuman snaring of bears and
gassing of wolf pups in their dens." Since the current Board of
Gane nenbers appear to do whatever they want w thout scientific
studies and not listen to input from scientists and the public,
the only thing to do is to "cut themoff at the pass.”

CO CHAI R PASKVAN thanked her for her comments, closed public
testimony and asked for conmttee questions.

SENATOR FRENCH said early this week he had sent M. Keogh a
letter asking for sone details about the case nunbers that bear
his nane in "court view" He had no way of knowing if they
bel onged to him but there were quite a few.

MR. KEOGH replied that he had "never been charged or convicted
of any crime in Alaska" and was born and raised here, and the
three civil cases he was involved in wuldn't be pertinent to
his nom nation to the Board of Gane.
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SENATOR FRENCH asked if he had | ooked at "court view' records
for hinself.

MR. KEOGH answer ed no.

SENATOR FRENCH said in 2003, case nunber 3N0305561 seened to
deal with his Permanent Fund Dividend and asked what that was
about .

MR. KEOGH said that was not him

SENATOR FRENCH asked about case nunber 3N0413452, a collection
mat t er.

MR. KEOGH said that was not him

SENATOR FRENCH asked about three small claim actions in 1990,
2006 and 2003.

MR. KEOGH replied yes, that was him

SENATOR FRENCH asked if he was trying to collect from soneone or
i f sonmeone was trying to collect fromhim

MR. KEOGH replied that they were so far apart on what was owed
and wasn't owned for all three cases that he welconed them to
take himto court.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if he was involved in a 2009 foreclosure
action nunber 3N0968751.

MR. KEOGH answer ed no.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if he had a couple of speeding tickets | ast
year.

MR. KEOGH answered yes; two.

6:15: 53 PM
SENATOR FRENCH said another case took place on the Kenai River
and asked what that was about.

MR. KEOGH answered that it was a "notor violation." He had the
wong throttle camin the notor. He had been running the notor
for six years and didn't know it was not legal. A citation was
issued when it was found to be wong. The next year the
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regul ati on was changed so that the notor he had at the tinme was
| egal .

SENATOR FRENCH asked about a case in Kenai dealing with a
commercial fishing permt issue.

MR. KEOGH replied, "It's the sane thing. Wen you ve got a
commercial guide permt on the Kenai R ver, there's tw deals
If there's |ike an equipnment violation, but then also ends up as
a guide stipulation violation, so you actually get whacked tw ce
for the sane offense.”

SENATOR FRENCH said earlier today they spoke to Mke Meekin who
is an appointee to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board and he
was asked on his application whether he m ght have any conflict
of interest or whether he or his famly mght be benefited
financially fromthe decisions he was going to nake. And he said
he owned an air taxi service and so it's possible he could make
deci sions that would benefit that.

In M. Keogh's application, he was asked the sane question and
answered no. But below that he noted that he worked as a big
garme gui de and Senator French asked if he still worked as a big
game gui de.

MR. KEOGH answered yes; he subcontracts as a big ganme guide. He
explained that when they start a neeting they do an ethics
di scl osure not knowi ng what the public will submt in proposals.
|f a proposal deals with an area he guided in or he could gain
financially from a decision he mght make, he would nake the
board aware of that and then recuse hinself fromthat vote.

SENATOR FRENCH said but if today he asked him if he or any
menber of his famly mght be affected financially by decisions
to be nade by the board or conm ssion for which he was applying
how woul d he answer the question.

MR. KEOGH replied, "I would say no, because | wouldn't be voting
on it." He added, "If ny famly or nyself could benefit
financially, | would recuse nyself from that vote and nake them

aware of why | was doing that - because | stood to benefit."

SENATOR FRENCH asked himto listen to the question one nore tinme
and read it again and explained that it doesn't ask if he wll
vote on sonmething that will benefit him It says will that board
or conmm ssion nmake a decision that woul d benefit him
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MR. KEOGH admitted there was al ways that potential.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if after careful consideration he would
change that answer to yes.

MR, KEOGH answer ed yes.
CO CHAI R PASKVAN found no further questions of M. Keogh.

6: 20: 00 PM

CO CHAIR WAGONER noved to forward the names of Lynn Keogh,
Ther esa Sager- Al baugh and Robert Munford to a joint session for
consideration for the Board of Ganme. He noted that this didn't
reflect any intent by any nenber to vote for or against the
confirmation of the individuals during any further sessions.

CO CHAI R PASKVAN announced that w thout objection, the nanes
woul d be forwarded to the joint body.

There being nothing further to cone before the committee, Co-

Chair Paskvan adjourned the Senate Resources Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting at 6:20 p.m
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