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“"An Act exenpting certain small businesses from the corporate
income tax; and providing for an effective date."

- MOVED SCS CSHB 252(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 301(FIN)

"An Act relating to enforcenent of boating safety statutes;
anmending the termnation date of certain statutes relating to
the use, operation, and regulation of boats, a uniform state
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- MOVED SCS CSHB 301(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE
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"An Act relating to brewery licenses."”
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SENATE BILL NO 166
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01/ 17/ 12 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/17/12 (H L&C, FIN

02/ 22/ 12 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124
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W TNESS REG STER

JOSHUA WALTON, Staff

Representative Ma Costello

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HB 252 for the sponsor.

REPRESENTATI VE Al an AUSTERVAN
Al aska State Legislature
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Juneau, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 301.

GENEVI EVE WOTJUSI K, St af f

Senator Lesil MQuire

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Explained the changes in CSSB 128( ),
version \D.

SASSAN MOSSANEN

Denal i Brew ng Conpany

Tal keet na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 128.

KAREN BERGER, part-owner

Honmer Brew ng Conpany

Homer, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 128.

ZACH HENRY

St. Elias Brew ng Conpany

Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 128.

AL|I CE KERKVLI ET, owner

M chael ' s Rest aur ant

Sol dot na, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 128.

TOM OBERMEYER, St af f

Senator Bettye Davis

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Explained the changes in CSSB 166( ),
version \1.

WARD HURLBURT, Director

D vision of Public Health

Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Anchor age, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Explained how SB 166 would affect his
di vi si on.

GLORIA TOM CH

Uni versity of Al aska Anchorage
Anchor age, AK
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 166.

W LLI E RUMBO, nedical technol ogi st representing hinself
Anchor age, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 166.

DON HABEGER, Director

Di vi sion of Corporations

Busi ness and Prof essi onal Licensing Section

Department of Conmerce, Conmunity and Econom c Devel opnent
Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions about how SB 166 would
affect his departnent.

REPRESENTATI VE DAN SADDLER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 50.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:31: 56 PM

CHAIR DENNI S EGAN called the Senate Labor and Conmerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:31 p.m Present were Senators
G essel, Davis and Chair Egan.

HB 252- SMALL BUSI NESS | NCOVE TAX EXEMPTI ON

1:33:18 PM
CHAI R EGAN announced consi deration of HB 252. [CSHB 252(FIN) was
before the commttee.]

SENATOR MENARD j oi ned the comm ttee.

1:33:31 PM

JOSHUA WALTON, staff to Representative Ma Costello, sponsor of
HB 252, said that Senator Paskvan had prepared an anendnent that
provi des additional sideboards to the bill by Ilimting the
anount of time that a conpany can qualify for this exenption to
10 years after they first have taxable inconme. He said the
sponsor did not object to the amendnent.

SENATOR DAVI S noved to adopt Amendment 1, | abel ed 27-LS1085\D. 2.

27-LS1085\D. 2
Nauman
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AMENDMVENT 1

OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TO  CSHB 252(FIN)

Page 1, line 9:

Delete "a tax year"

Insert "the 10 tax years"

Fol Il owi ng "2012,":

Insert "or for the 10 tax years imediately
followwng the first year a corporation has taxable
i ncone, "

CHAI R EGAN found no objection, and Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

1:35: 02 PM
At ease from1:35:02 to 1:35:38 p. m

1:35:38 PM

SENATOR DAVIS noved to report CSHB 252(FIN), as anended, from
conmmttee with individual recommendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

CHAI R EGAN found no objection, therefore SCS CSHB 252(L&C) noved
fromthe Senate Labor and Commerce Standing Comrittee.

1: 35: 57 PM
At ease from1:35 to 1:38 p. m

1:38: 02 PM
CHAIR EGAN reconvened the Senate Labor and Commerce Standing
Comm ttee neeting and recogni zed Senat or Menar d.

SENATOR MENARD asked the committee to take a noment of silence
in menory of Representative Carl Gatto.

HB 301- BOATI NG REGULATI ON:  SUNSET/ ENFORCEMENT

CHAI R EGAN announced consideration of HB 301 [SCS CSHB 301(L&C)
was before the conmttee with an objection by Senator Paskvan].

1:39:28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ALAN AUSTERMAN, sponsor of HB 301, said this bill
is about a program that has proven to save lives. It also
teaches people and nmakes them aware of the dangers of being on
the water. This bill has had a sunset just about every tine it
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has passed and it will continue to have a sunset in a little bit
different formthis time. The specific date in the sunset clause
was renoved | eaving |anguage that said if federal funds go away,
the | egislature would have to decide whether they would want to
use state dollars to continue it.

CHAI R EGAN noted that Senator Paskvan had objected to the Senate
CS because he had a question. The question was answered, but the
objection needed to be renoved in order to nove the bill from
comittee.

SENATOR MENARD st at ed support for HB 301.

1:43: 25 PM
At ease from1:43:25 to 1:44:08 p. m

1:44: 08 PM
CHAI R EGAN reconvened the neeting at 1:44 p.m

SENATOR DAVIS noved to I|ift the objection. There were no
objections, and it was so ordered.

1:44:36 PM

SENATOR MENARD noved to report HB 301 from committee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
were no objections, and SCS CSHB 301(L&C) noved from the Senate
Labor and Commerce Standing Comm ttee.

1:45: 21 PM
At ease from1l:45 to 1:47 p. m

SB 128- BREWERY LI CENSES/ PERM TS

1:47: 32 PM
CHAI R EGAN announced consi deration of SB 128.

SENATOR MENARD noved to adopt CSSB 128 ( ), version 27-LS0647\D.
CHAI R EGAN obj ected for discussion purposes.

GENEVI EVE WOTJUSI K, staff to Senator Lesil MQ@iire, explained
that this version clarifies sonme things that were brought to
their attention in conmittee |ast week. The chairs at the bar
and live entertainment would only happen during fives specia
events that are permtted per year. Changing the hours from8 to
10 woul d be year round. It also adds that each brewery enployee
must have a Tanms card (alcohol awareness training). Breweries
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are pretty new to the state and that was not required before
because the statute is ol d.

CHAI R EGAN wi t hdrew hi s obj ection
SENATOR PASKVAN j oi ned the comm ttee.

CHAI R EGAN asked Senator Paskvan if he had any questions since
he had tal ked about the Tans cards.

SENATOR PASKVAN replied that his concern had been cured.

SENATOR MENARD asked if a brewery would be held to the sane
scrutiny when it holds an event as a regular |licensed
est abl i shnent .

M5. WOTJUSI K answer ed yes.

1: 50: 09 PM

SASSAN MOSSANEN, Denali Brew ng Conpany, Tal keetna, said he sent
a letter of support to the commttee on SB 128 and wanted to
read it. The letter related that their tasting roomis closed by
6 p.m for seven nonths of the year, but in the remaining nonths
it is critical for themto be able to serve small quantities of
product to interested folks. By providing a quality experience
for their guests, they bring attention to what a great state
Alaska is to visit. Wthout exception, he said, they don't have
a single evening during the summer season where they do not have
to turn guests away. Many of the folks are local, hardworking
Al askans that take advantage of the |onger days to work past 8
p.m and would prefer to support their local brewery. Sonme of
them have driven two hours from Anchorage to enjoy their
favorite beer, only to be told "no."™ The nuance of the
di fference between a brew pub and a brewery escape many of them
He read further:

Equally inportant are the visitors to the state that
are here to experience genuine Alaskan hospitality.
People from all over the world cone to Tal keetna to
experience the nmountains, rivers, and create a flavor
that can only be found here. Sadly, after a day of
fishing or exploring our backyard, we are forced to
hastily wusher these folks out of our establishment.
There is no way to gain support for a local industry
that has a long tradition of bringing visitors to our
state and enploying many. Mnufacturing in Alaska is
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not easy. SB 128 gives small business owners further
freedomto manage their business responsibly.

MR. MOSSANEN sai d he was avail abl e to answer questi ons.

SENATOR MENARD said she resides in the Mt-Su Borough that is
famobus for the Alaska State Fair and that several other
comunities have a fair, too. She asked if this special events
permt would allow a brewery to set up an off-premse |ocation
in which to vend their beer.

MR. MOSSANEN replied that Denali Brewi ng had been the official
brewery of the Alaska State Fair last year and wll be the
official brewery again this year. The way they wn that
distinction is by winning the Mat-Su Beer Festival. He didn't
know if this would enable themto set up a vending booth at the
Fair. Their interest has been primarily to work through their
di stributor. The Alaska State Fair, over the course of the |ast
two years, has been putting a genuine effort into bringing
attention to the local breweries in Al aska and Denali Brewery
intends to continue using that avenue.

1:56: 31 PM

KAREN  BERCER, part - owner, Homer Brewi ng  Conpany, Honmer ,
supported SB 128. They definitely know the difference between
being a brewery and a brew pub, she said, and they are not
intending to go into conpetition with their custoners, which are
the finer eating and drinking establishnments in the town. She
believed that breweries have enhanced all the licenses in the
state by providing locally made product with "a whole |ot of
soul . "

She said that breweries have becone an economic force in the
state and that having a special events permt would give them a
chance to showcase their operation and allow the public to have
a nore personal connection to these businesses. Al are non-
snoking establishnents. She couldn't imgine any of the
breweries in the state not having their key personnel being a
card-carryi ng nenber of Tans card.

SENATOR MENARD asked how many new breweries have opened since
1996.

M5. BERCGER replied about 13 or 15 and they had all been
successful .

2: 00: 59 PM
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ZACH HENRY, St. Elias Brewi ng Conpany, Soldotna, supported SB
128. He said they have a "restaurant eating place public
conveni ence |icense" and operate like a brew pub with beer and
wine on site and no hard |iquor. He thought their friends across
the state that own breweries should be able to operate their
busi nesses wuntil 10 p.m and didn't see the special events
permt five tines a year as any conpetition to them

M5. WOTJUSIK clarified that there are 10 brew pubs, 1 pub and 16
breweries in the state.

2:02: 58 PM

ALI CE  KERKVLI ET, owner, M chael ' s Rest aur ant Sol dot na,
supported SB 128. Her two brewery nei ghbors nade her aware of SB
128; they are good conpanies doing good things for their
community, running their businesses responsibly. She didn't see
a problemw th them having a special events permt.

CHAI R EGAN stated that the anmendnent was adopted

SENATOR MENARD noved to report CSSB 128( ), |abeled 27-LS0647\D,
fromconmmttee to the next commttee of referral wi th individual
recommendati ons and attached fiscal note as anended. There were
no objections, and it was so ordered.

2: 05:28 PM
At ease from2:05 p.m to 2:06 p. m

SB 166- LABORATORY SCI ENCE PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSI NG

2:06:40 PM
CHAI R EGAN announced consideration of SB 166, [CSSB 166( ),
| abel ed 27-LS1163\1 was before the commttee].

2:07:12 PM

TOM OBERMEYER, staff to Senator Bettye Davis, said SB 166
establishes a seven-nenber board of clinical |aboratory science
prof essionals that includes one public nmenber, five nmenbers that
are licensed by the board (a nedical |aboratory scientist, a
| aboratory technician, a medical | aboratory assistant, a
phl ebot oy technician, a public health scientist and (in the CS)
a nedi cal | aboratory director.

He said that SB 166 requires licensing of nedical |aboratory
science professionals under Title 8. Today, nedicine is a team
effort, which requires the highest quality and coordination of
al | occupations in provider services. Most health care
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professions are licensed in Alaska to protect the public and
define the scope of practice and training required to engage in
them However, nedical |aboratory science professionals and
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogists are not |icensed, yet they perform the
maj ority of diagnostic testing in Al aska.

MR. OBERMEYER said at |east 70 percent of |aboratory results are
used for direct patient care, diagnostic, therapeutic or
managenent decisions and that inaccurate test results by
unqual i fi ed nedical professionals can delay appropriate care and
lead to inappropriate or harnful diagnoses or treatnents that
could result in injury or death. The conplexity and inportance
of laboratory science in nodern nedicine nakes it necessary that
medi cal | abor at ory per sonnel possess t he qualifications
necessary to ensure their professional conpetence. That is what
SB 166 does. The CS also has transition clauses that provide for
continuing part-tine, full-time and non-resident tenporary
medi cal technician workers.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to bring version CSSB 166( ), version 27-
LS1163\1, before the commttee for discussion purposes.

CHAI R EGAN obj ected for discussion purposes.

MR. OBERMEYER explained that the CS would increase the
conposition of the board from five nmenbers to seven; the board
will now have five licensed nedical | aboratory science
professionals, the nedical |aboratory director and one public
nmenber. Their scope of practice is set out on pages 3 and 4. He
explained that wversion | of SB 166 increases the initial
staggered terns for three nenbers who will serve three years
instead of two (the previous M version provided for two nenbers
who will serve one year). The nunber of nenbers on the board was
increased as well as the ternms staggered to provide for this
change. The CS also <changes the definition of "nedica
| aboratory science director” to a managenent director "in charge
of personnel and the performance of |aboratory tests" (page 8,
lines 5-8).

MR. OBERMEYER said the nedical director also need not be a
licensed allopathic physician, which was required in the
original version but was changed in version M The CS deletes
the duties of the board to establish continuing education
requi renents, because another section (830) of this new chapter
al ready covers conpetency. The CS changes responsibility for
exam nation and licensing fromthe departnent to the board.
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On page 7, lines 16-18, wunder the list of exenptions from
license requirenents, nunber (8) specifies that allopathic
physicians or osteopaths wth a specialty in pathology wll
assist in preparing for postnortem exam nations. Nunber (9)
provides an exenption for a certified cytotechnologist with a
revised list of their duties wunder the supervision of a
physi ci an or osteopath (page 7, lines 19-20).

Finally, M. Oberneyer said, the CS provides grandfathering for
currently enployed persons under the applicability section to
the licensing requirement on page 8. Gandfathering is limted
to two years for those enployed in the state for three of the
| ast five years who have docunented advanced education, training
and experience in lieu of certification by a national
credentialing agency (page 8, line 30 to page 9, line 7).

The transition section on page 9 says licensing is not required
for up to one year following the effective date of the act for a
hal f-tinme worker with at |east 1,040 hours of acceptable nedical
| aboratory testing experience during two of the preceding three
cal endar years and who submits the docunmented job descriptions
for the positions in which he acquired the experience to the
board. It also exenpts non-resident workers from certification
or the licensing requirenment who conme into the state on a
tenporary basis for up to 13 weeks in a 12-nonth period. That
refers back to exenption nunber (6).

2:14. 28 PM

He noted that penalties are not included in either versions |, B
or M because the boards under Title 8 already have a nunber of
di sciplinary powers including revoking a |icense and inposing a
civil fine not to exceed $5, 000.

2:15:02 PM

SENATOR MENARD asked how many other states require this type of
licensing and if he could share the range of costs for licensing
in other states.

MR. OBERMEYER said he had sonme of that information in the
of fice, but the department could better answer those questions.
Al aska has 600 to 900 individuals who would fall wunder this
proposal, so it shouldn't be an expensive process for them

SENATOR MENARD said her concern was that nedical students incur

a trenendous debt for their schooling, and even if the fee is a
little nore than in other states, it would be just one nore
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negative that would keep soneone from com ng back to Alaska to
wor K.

MR. OBERMEYER again said that the departnent could respond to
that, but his understanding was that this bill avoided a great
nunmber of costs. Because the certifying agencies are outside
Al aska, this board just <checks to make sure these people
actually have the hours and qualifications they have submtted,
and then they are licensed or not at that point.

CHAI R EGAN asked M. Hurlburt if he could answer any of Senator
Menard' s questi ons.

2:19: 34 PM

WARD HURLBURT, Director, Division of Public Health, Departnent
of Health and Social Services (DHSS), said sonme of the specific
cost questions could be answered by the Departnent of Commerce,
Community and Econom c Devel opnent (DCCED). He appreciated the
intent to assure quality for laboratory testing, but the Center
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMV5) states that they

regulate all |aboratory testing in the country. A hospital |ab,
for instance, goes through a certification process through
either the Joint Conmission or the Council of Anerican

Pat hol ogi st s. He explained that CLIA (dinical Laborat ory
| mpr ovenent Amendnent s) mandat e st andar ds for clinica
| aboratories in physicians' offices and certain fairly basic
tests can have a CLIA waiver. In his experience, those are not
just paper requirenents but real quality requirenents. So he
believed that establishing this board could have a potential
adverse inmpact on small physicians' offices, because it m ght
i ncrease costs and make recruitnment harder

SENATOR PASKVAN asked what percentage of currently practicing
pr of essional s woul d have to be brought up to speed in two years.

MR. HURLBURT replied that he didn't have that information
avai l able. Large l|labs would have the baccal aureate |evel and
technician level (two-year training) technologists, as well as
| aboratory assistants. The state lab is run by a PhD. A snall
physician's office would enploy people with on-the-job training
who use waivered CLIA tests for conpetency.

2:23:34 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL asked why these individuals should fundanmentally
be |icensed.
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MR. OBERMEYER answered that it was felt that people are supposed
to have national standards going through this process and that
there really isn't a great deal of control, particularly in
of fices that have waiver standards (which tends to be the bulk
of the testing). He wasn't suggesting that they weren't highly
qualified people, but that there are no standards for what they
are supposed to be doing. He had asked Heidi Amen from the DHSS
and Goria Tom ch, University of Al aska Anchorage, to respond to
this issue and to include the nunber of the types of associate
and bachel or degrees that are required. The concept behind it is
conpet ency and protection of the public.

SENATOR DAVI S added that this bill was requested by those in the
profession and their testinony could shed nore light on the
i ssue.

SENATOR GESSEL said she would defer to Senator's Davis'
reconmendation to hear fromthose individuals.

2:26:12 PM

GLORIA TOM CH, University of Alaska Anchorage, said because 70
percent of mnedical decisions are based on |aboratory results, an
educated and conpetent workforce in |aboratory testing was
needed. This is acconplished through certification. Licensure

under this bill does require certification. The goal of
licensure is to have nobre stringent requirenents for the
performance of |aboratory testing that wll reduce |aboratory

errors and increase patient safety.

M5. TOMCH said the journal article submtted to the commttee
gives exanples of |aboratory errors, particularly in point of
care testing. Noncertified testing personnel have a higher rate
of error than those who are under the supervision of certified
personnel. She said this will not prevent health care providers
from hiring noncertified staff but it will require oversight of
conpetency and quality control by licensed personnel who are
certified.

M5. TOM CH said she believed that all nedical personnel working

in Alaska should be Ilicensed. It is inportant for quality
| aboratory testing, which ultimately results in better patient
safety. Currently, in Al aska, nost health care professionals

except laboratory scientists and radiologic technicians are
| i censed.

2:28:17 PM
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She said that 13 states have licensure for |aboratory
prof essionals and 25 states are in the process of requiring it.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked why have a board if national certification
by a recognized credentialing agency or organization is the
criteria by which conpetency is neasured. It seens redundant.

M5. TOMCH replied that |aboratory professionals are certified
by the national agency and one of this bill's strong points is
that every three years people nust provide evidence of
continuing education to mintain their certification. She
expl ai ned that |aboratory world is very dynamc; it changes all
the time and people need to keep current with it. The current
certification requiring continuing education is sufficient to
support those who are |icensed.

SENATOR G ESSEL questioned the need for a regulating board when
Ms. Tomich was already saying that this national organization
certifies conpetence and continued conpetence,

M5. TOMCH replied that not all |aboratory testing is done by
certified personnel and a large nunber of errors are made by
peopl e who are not certified.

2:30: 52 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said it's up to the enployer to determne the
credentials of the individual they are enploying to perform
certain duties and asked in practical application, if she was
requiring that all physician offices hire only certified |ab
t echs.

M5. TOM CH responded that the bill doesn't require that all lab
techs have certification, but it does require having oversight
of quality control and conpetency, and a consultant could cone
in and do that oversight. It's a closer nonitoring of quality
control and conpetency of the staff that is doing the testing

She clarified that physician office |aboratories do point of
care testing including CLIA waived tests, but a lot of point of
care testing is not waived.

SENATOR G ESSEL said the Joint Conm ssion on Accreditations of
Heal t hcare Organizations (JCAHO, the national lab certifying
agency, and the CWB already nonitor physician |ab operations,
and this is all done to verify validity, and asked if this just
another hoop that adds cost to the health care system and
creates a board that isn't really necessary.
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M5. TOMCH replied that the Joint Comm ssion and CLIA regul ate
and license |aboratories; however, they don't closely nonitor
conpetency, education and continuing education. They don't
require continuing education, and they believe that continuing
education is very inportant for |aboratory professionals. |If
soneone doesn't know the current protocols, then they won't
perform | aboratory testing properly. Again, they have testinony
from people who have talked about a lot of errors in point of
care testing and they are hoping this licensure will cut down on
t hose errors.

2:34: 38 PM

WLLIE RUMBO, representing hinself, Anchorage, said he is a
nmedi cal technol ogi st and that he opposed SB 166. He agreed that
it would raise costs and create another hoop for nedical
professionals to go through just to be able to practice their
jobs. CLIA does create those regulations already; it requires
m ni mum trai ni ng and educati on standards.

The focus seens to be on point of care testing, but CLIA does
require a mnimum educati on standard for that. He expl ai ned that
point of care testing not only occurs in doctors' offices, but
at the hospital and in energency roons. WIIl they require
certified technicians to perform testing in energency roons and
on the floors in hospitals and say this won't raise the cost of
nmedi cine? That 1is preposterous, and they are assunmng that
everyone who perfornms point of care testing 1is sonehow
i nconpetent. Twenty of his colleagues al so oppose this. He said
the Food and Drug Administration regulates them and there is
al ready enough regul ation fromthe federal governnent.

CHAI R EGAN asked if he thought SB 166 was unnecessary.

MR RUMBO replied it is very unnecessary. He reiterated that
they are already regulated through the Center for Medicare and
Medi caid Services and by the Food and Drug Adm nistration that
both require m ni num educati on standards for performng his job,
whi ch includes point of care testing.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked what education |evel he had attai ned.

MR. RUMBO replied a Bachelor's Degree in Medical Technol ogy.
2:39:21 PM

DON HABEGER, Director, Division of Corporations, Business and

Prof essi onal Licensing, Departnent of Comerce, Conmunity and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent (DCCED), comrented that currently the fee
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on page 5, line 9, is established by the division; central
licensing requires annual review of revenue and expenses. He
expl ai ned that essentially, the fornmula for setting fees has to
mat ch approxi mate revenue and expenses. If the board is setting
those fees, it should have a simlar standard. OQtherwise it may
not cover expenses and that woul d make nmanagenment of the program
difficult.

SENATOR G ESSEL said |language on page 5, line 5, identifies a
three-year |licensure duration and asked if other I|icenses are
provi ded by the division that endure for three years.

MR. HABEGER replied the he admi nisters 40 progranms and only one,
the geologist, has a lifetinme license; all others have a two-
year bi-annual cycle.

2:41:55 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if the departnment had a position on this.

MR. HABEGER replied no.

MR. OBERMEYER said he could see how raising standards coul d cost
nore, but if some of the results are not adequately understood,
then the public is at risk.

CHAI R EGAN thanked them and said he would hold this bill unti
the next neeting. He asked Hlary Mrtin if she had any
clarifications and found she did not have any comrent.

[CHAIR EGAN held SB 166 in comm ttee.]

HB 50- ACCESS TO LI CENSED PREM SES

2:45: 32 PM
CHAI R EGAN announced consideration of HB 50 [CSHB 50(JUD) was
before the comittee].

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to bring CSHB 50(JUD), |abeled 27-
LS0254\ B, before the commttee.

CHAI R EGAN obj ected for discussion purposes.

2:46: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAN SADDLER, sponsor of HB 50, explained that
this neasure deals wth patriotic clubs, Ilike the American
Legion or the VFW Halls, which may be |icensed prem ses for
liquor sales as club licenses. The bill does not allow mnors to
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drink; it's nerely an access bill with two basic elenments. One
deals with service nmenbers over age 21 and the other with those
who are under 21.

He explained that current |law allows those active duty personnel
wth a mlitary ID over 21 years of age to visit a licensed
Legion or VFW Hall when invited, but only on "special
occasions,” which is not defined. This bill illumnates that
vague special occasion restriction so that a soldier who is over
21 can legally visit a VFW or Legion Hall at the club's
invitation on any occasion. Thanks to a previous anmendnent in
the House, it will also allow that soldier to bring his or her
spouse with.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER said the second part of the bill deals
with service nenbers who are under 21 years old, mnors. He
explained that patriotic clubs are often the site of off-base
neetings and conmander's calls for mlitary wunits where
inmportant information - potential enploynents, verbal discipline
and congratulations - is communicated. Excluding mnor soldiers
under age 21 could erode unit cohesion and unit norale. HB 50
woul d all ow sol diers under the age of 21 and their spouse wth
appropriate IDs to visit a patriotic club's licensed premse if
they are menbers or guests of a nenber. If their host |eaves,
t hey have to | eave, too.

SENATOR PASKVAN renenbered when the drinking age in Al aska was
19 because of the Viet Nam War. Then the federal governnent said
if you want to receive federal highway dollars, the age had to
be raised to 21 years old. Part of that was establishing a 55
nmph speed limt; that is long gone in Anerica, but the 21 year
dri nking age remains. They should recognize that 19 and 20 year
old soldiers are probably mature enough to drink, along with the
ot her 19 and 20 year ol ds.

SENATOR MENARD asked what type of IDs woul d be accepted.

REPRESENTATI VE SADDLER replied a current mlitary ID. There is a
whole range of different kinds of mlitary IDs that include
t hose issued by the Departnment of Defense and Homel and Security
Car d.

SENATOR PASKVAN noved to report CSHB 50 (JUD), version \B, from
conmmttee to the next conmmttee of referral wth individual
recomrendati ons and attached zero fiscal note. There were no
objections, and it was so ordered.
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2:50: 54 PM
At ease from2:50 to 2:52 p. m

2:52:58 PM
Finding no further business to conme before the conmmittee, Chair
Egan adjourned the Senate Labor and Commerce Conmittee neeting
at 2:52 p.m
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