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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:36: 11 PM

CHAIR HOLLIS FRENCH called the Senate Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:36 p.m Senators Paskvan,
W el echowski, Coghill, and French were present at the call to
order. Senator McCuire arrived soon thereafter.
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1: 36: 47 PM
CHAI R HOLLI S FRENCH announced t he consi derati on of SB 72.

1:37: 02 PM

JOHN BURNS, Attorney GCeneral, Departnent of Law (DOL), stated
that SB 72 is ained at the stalking and exploitation of mnors.
Through the efforts of both the Governor and the Legislature

Alaska is firmy focused on ending the epidemc of sexual
assault and donestic violence that has plagued comunities for
far too long. The statistics bear repeating. Children in Al aska
are sexually abused at a rate that is 6 tinmes higher than the
national average; and wormen in Alaska are raped at a rate that
is 2.5 tines the national average. SB 72 builds on legislation
passed | ast year and proposes changes that will further protect
victinms fromexploitation and assault.

In addition to clarifying aspects of existing statutes, SB 72
expands the crime of stalking by anending the definition of
nonconsensual contact to include the use of global positional
devices and the installation and attenpted installation of
devices to observe, record, or photograph events in the hone,
wor kpl ace, or vehicle of a victim or on a victims personal
t el ephone or conputer. The anmended definition reflects a reality
of technology and the uses for which it is applied. SB 72 also
makes it a crime to publish or distribute an explicit inmge of a
mnor and mekes it a crine to knowingly obtain confidential
informati on about another person wthout Iegal authority or
consent .

As proposed by the Governor, the objective of SB 72 is
consistent with efforts to eradicate sexual assault and donestic
vi ol ence.

1:39:21 PM
SENATOR MCGUI RE | oi ned the heari ng.

RICK SVOBCDNY, Deputy Attorney General, Crimnal Division,
Departnment of Law (DOL) stated that, in general, Al aska has
state-of-the-art statutes related to protecting children and
adults from donestic viol ence and sexual assault. The Governor's
initiative appropriately deals with things |ike prevention and
keeping kids in school so they aren't victimzed, but every year
t he conduct of society changes such that the current |egislation
needs to be tweaked. SB 72 serves this purpose.

MR. SVOBODNY provided the follow ng sectional analysis of SB 72:
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Sections 1 and 2 change the stalking statutes. R ght now
stal ki ng occurs when a person A engages in nonconsensual contact
with person B and that conduct places person B or their famly
nmenbers in fear of death or physical injury.

Refl ecting changes in technology, SB 72 adds two ways that a
def endant nmay nake contact that is beyond the victinmls consent.
The first is by installing or trying to install a GPS device or
simlar technology on a victims vehicle in order to track their
wher eabouts. [The second way includes installing or attenpting
to install a device for observing, recording, or photographing
events in a person's hone, workplace, or vehicle, or on a
person's personal tel ephone or conputer.]

1:44: 01 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOABKI asked if it would be considered stalking if
a person used Google Earth to |ook at another person's house on
a regul ar basis.

MR, SVOBODNY answered no; it's the installation of a device that
woul d track sonebody.

CHAIR FRENCH called a point of order to clarify that on page 2,
subparagraph (H) is about following or nonitoring a person wth
a GPS and subparagraph (1) is about installing a device that is
i ke a webcam

MR. SVOBODNY agreed; he was discussing subparagraph (H) when the
guestion was posed.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI noted that subparagraph (I) talks about
using a device for observing a person's residence and said he'd
like to know how Google Earth doesn't apply. He then asked if
subparagraph (H) would bar an enployer from putting a GPS device
on an enpl oyee's vehicle.

MR. SVOBODNY replied that conduct alone wouldn't be crimnalized
by this section. This stalking section deals wth causing
sonebody to be placed in fear of death or physical injury by
repeat ed i nstances of nonconsensual contact.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSEKI i ndi cated he woul d check the statute.
CHAIR FRENCH agreed with M. Svobodny; one of the elenents of
stalking is that there's a pattern of nonconsensual contact.

Acknowl edging that the nenbers probably aren't totally up to
speed on all advances in technology, he said he isn't sure how
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easy it would be to track soneone by | ooking at which cell phone
tower routed their calls. The police use this information from
tinme to time and it wouldn't be good if a stalker could too. He
asked M. Svobodny to comment.

1:47:51 PM
MR. SVOBODNY deferred the question to Sergeant DeG aaf.

He continued to explain that the idea in the first clause in
subparagraph (1) is the situation of installing a device like a
webcam in soneone's house or vehicle for the purpose of
observing, recording, or tracking that person. The second cl ause
deals with conputers or telephonic devices in the honme or
wor kpl ace. He cited exanpl es.

CHAIR FRENCH said the elements listed in subparagraphs (A)
through (1) on pages 1 and 2 require that the victim know about
t hem

MR. SVOBODNY replied not necessarily, but as a result of this
conduct the person is put in fear of death or physical injury. A
rather common exanple is sonebody |eaving Hallmark cards wth
phrases on a person's w ndshield; it takes awhile to figure out
what's going on, but that conduct can eventually place the
person in fear.

1:52: 31 PM

CHAIR FRENCH clarified that there has to be sone awareness on
the victinms part that this is happening. If someone is watching
your house and you don't know about it, you don't like it and
it's creepy but it's not part of the stal king proof.

MR. SVOBODNY agreed; the victim has to know about it and be put
in fear.

1:52: 53 PM

SENATOR WELECHOANBKI read the definition of the crinme of
stalking in the second degree and asked if it hasn't occurred
until a person knows about it and is in fear of death or
physi cal injury.

MR. SVOBODNY replied it wouldn't be the crinme of stalking unti

the person was aware, but the elements might fit another crine
such as eavesdroppi ng or indecent view ng.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI questioned what is being crimnalized in
subpar agraphs (H) and (1).
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MR.  SVOBCDNY explained that this adds to the definition of
nonconsensual contact; if a GPS device was installed or a device
was installed on a person's cell phone or conputer and they
becanme sufficiently cognizant to be put in fear, then that would
be the crinme of stalking in the second degree.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked, if installs one of these devices on
my cell phone and | don't know about it, this bill doesn't nake
that a crinme.

MR. SVOBODNY confirned that this change would not meke that
conduct a crine.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if it would be the crime of stalking
in the second degree if he finds out about the installation and
fears death or physical injury.

MR. SVOBODNY replied the conduct would al so have to be repeat ed.

1:55:39 PM
CHAIR FRENCH said he understands the concern; we're relying on
some other provision of crimnal law to rise up and touch the
conduct of sonebody putting a webcam in your house w thout vyour
know edge.

MR. SVOBODNY said that would be the crine of eavesdropping and
it's not prosecuted very often.

CHAI R FRENCH suggested that it might be time to |ook at that
statute since there are so many new ways to share information

MR. SVOBODNY related that he's prosecuted cases of an estranged
husband putting a listening device in his wfe's residence
wi thout her know edge or consent. That's the crine of
eavesdr oppi ng.

1:57: 12 PM
SENATOR W ELECHONSKI said he can see how [the elenents in (A -
(GQ] could cause fear of death or physical injury, but he

wonders if the proposed (H and (1) shouldn't be in another
section. If someone installed one of these devices you' d be nore
likely to feel that your privacy had been violated than to fear
deat h, he said.

CHAIR FRENCH said you have to put it into context; it's the
pattern of nonconsensual contact that nmakes a person afraid.
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MR. SVOBODNY offered to l|look at the eavesdropping statutes

because it was on his mnd when the bill was drafted.

1:58: 54 PM

CHAIR FRENCH stated that this is an area the conmttee is
concerned about and it wll be discussed again in future
heari ngs.

SENATOR MCGUIRE said she |likes that the bill addresses stranger-
to-stranger contact because the crimnal laws initially were
structured around donmestic relations. "It's exciting that at
| east our statutes are keeping up with the conduct,” she said.

2: 00: 30 PM

SENATOR PASKVAN reviewed AS 11.41.270(a) and questioned why
there needs to be a "course of conduct" as opposed to saying
t hat soneone "engages in conduct that recklessly places another
person in fear."

MR. SVOBODNY replied stalking was crimnalized after a state
enpl oyee becane infatuated wth a female coworker. He started
saying odd things in the elevator, then she saw his car on her
street, and then he started following her all the time. This
course of conduct over tinme was very frightening and that's
typically what stalking is; it's not one event. Al aska
prohi bited the pattern of conduct that scared people in 1993.

SENATOR PASKVAN said he wonders if there's a public policy in
saying that a person should not be allowed to put a nonitoring
devi ce on anot her person's vehicle under any circunstance.

MR. SVOBODNY replied it's easy to say that sonebody shouldn't be
able to install a webcam in another person's house, but we don't
even realize how often tracking devices are put in vehicles.
It's common for rental car agencies to track the whereabouts of
their rental fleet and trucking conpanies use them to track
freight.

2: 05: 29 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if a person has engaged in a course
of conduct if they try to put a webcamin soneone's house.

MR. SVOBODNY answered no; it would need to be repeated conduct.

CHAIR FRENCH noted that a nmeno from M. Svobodny regarding
Cooper V. Cooper, Al aska 2006 states that nore than
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nonconsensual contact is needed for the crime of stalking to
take place; the contact nust also be repeated so that it is a
course of conduct and it nust place the person in fear.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if it would be a course of conduct if
soneone puts a webcam in your house and they |ook at you every
ni ght.

MR, SVOBCDNY replied, "That certainly would be ny argunent to
the court.™

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the courts would agree, given the
way the lawis witten

MR. SVOBODNY answered yes; there's precedent in a case involving
the crime of terroristic threatening, which required repeated
conduct. Wien a judge received a letter that had three
par agr aphs, the court said constituted three incidents.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI questioned how it's possible to inflict the
fear of death or physical injury by attenpting to install one of
t hese devi ces.

CHAI R FRENCH said you might wal k out of Fred Meyers and see the
person who has been sending creepy nessages putting sonmething in
your car or you mght conme honme and find he's been trying to
install a webcam

MR. SVOBODNY said attenpting to install a GPS is an event,
following is an event, and contacting a person at their office
is an event; together that is a repeated course of conduct.

2:08:19 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if it would be a crinme of stalking in
the second degree to install a webcam outside soneone's house
and focused on their front door.

MR. SVOBODNY replied that would not be counted as part of this
course of conduct. He said his interpretation would be that it
nmust be installed in the house.

CHAI R FRENCH opined that it's an open question because you' d see
inside the residence if a device was installed outside the
resi dence but focused on a wi ndow or the front door.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked about the circunstance of hiring a private
investigator to track the activities of a person.

SENATE JUD COW TTEE - 8- February 7, 2011



MR. SVOBODNY replied a person who solicits another or aids and
abets another in conmtting a crime is as guilty as the person
that is doing the crime. If the investigator's conduct fits the
el ements and recklessly places the person in fear of death or
physical injury, both the private investigator and the enployer
woul d be commtting a crinmne.

2:10:49 PM

SENATOR PASKVAN said private investigators are hired all the
time to do just that, particularly in the civil arena. This
makes it a bit unclear as to what's a crine and what's legal. Is
it legal if sonmeone's registered with the state to be a stal ker,
as opposed to the anateur?

MR. SVOBODNY agreed that private investigators do all those
things, but they have to neet the other elenments of the crine.
He added that it's a problem when a crimnal statute can be read
mul tiple ways because t he def endant W ns in their
interpretation.

2:13: 01 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI sai d he has great concern passing |aws that
give prosecutors great discretion; rather, the law should be
witten as succinctly and articulately as possible. Senator
Paskvan raises an excellent point, and the |anguage in the
proposed provisions should be tightened, he said.

CHAIR FRENCH pointed out that the foundational elenent is the
course of conduct that recklessly places another person in fear
of death or physical injury. It's not the specific incident that
a prosecutor will rely on to formthe basis of his/her case.

He asked M. Svobodny to nove to Section 2.

2:15: 12 PM
VR. SVOBODNY said Section 2 includes "software" in the
definition of "device."

Section 3 increases the classification of the crine of online
enticement of a mnor for a person who is not required to
register as a sex offender or child kidnapper from a class C
felony to a class B felony. For a person who is required to
register as a sex offender, the classification would increase
froma B felony offense to an A felony offense. It also refers
to Section 12 and places the offense of online enticenent in
with the other sexual assaults, attenpted sexual assaults, or
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conspiracy to conmmt sexual assaul ts. This changes the
presunptive ranges for these offenses.

2:17:59 PM

SENATOR PASKVAN asked if this is really a problem because
increasing the penalties would give defendants nore reason to
mount a vi gorous defense and the cases would be nore conplex for
prosecut or s.

MR. SVOBODNY said he agrees that it's likely that these cases
would be litigated strongly and the work would increase for
prosecutors, but the conplexity of the cases would be the sane.
He offered to follow up and provide the information about how
many of these cases go to trial

CHAIR FRENCH said he'd like to know how many people are
prosecuted under this statute given the scope of the problemin
Al aska with sex assault and sex abuse of a m nor.

MR, SVOBODNY agreed to provide the information and warned that
the nunbers of cases that are prosecuted are substantially |ess
than the nunbers of tines that people in Al aska have gone online
and exchanged child pornography. He remnded the conmttee of
the denonstration |ast year that showed these online exchanges
and enphasized that these <cases are tinme consumng to
i nvestigate because it's necessary to not only track down the
conputer that was used but also to prove that a particular
i ndi vidual was sitting behind that conputer.

2:21:41 PM

MR,  SVOBODNY summarized that Sections 3 and 4 deal with the
online enticenent and Section 5 deals wth the unlawf ul
exploitation of a mnor. The penalties are increased for these
crinmnes.

Section 6 anmends the crine of endangering the welfare of a m nor
in the first degree. The current law prohibits a parent or
guardian fromleaving a child under age 16 with a person who is
required to register as a sex offender. This adds a person who
is required to register as a child kidnapper to that group.

SENATOR COCGHI LL asked if his understanding is correct that a | ot
of the people that are required to register as a child kidnapper
end up in this category because of disputes over the custody of
their children.
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MR. SVOBODNY replied he would follow up and I|ook at the
ki dnappi ng statute, but he believes these cases would generally
be charged as custodial interference.

SENATOR COGHI LL said he needs to understand this better because
sone custody disputes are legitinmate.

2:24:56 PM

Section 7 adopts a new crine for "sexting." It proscribes a
person sending an explicit inage of a mnor's genitals, anus, or
femal e breast w thout consent of the parent or guardian if the
mnor is under age 16. The prohibited conduct would be a B
m sdeneanor offense if the image is published or distributed to
one or two people; an A msdeneanor offense if the inmage is
published to nore than two people; and a C felony offense if the
publication or distribution is over the Internet. This would not
apply to a mnor under age 16 who publishes or distributes his
or her own i nage.

MR. SVOBODNY noted that this issue is sonewhat controversial and
a way to resolve it my be to include the "Ronmeo and Juliet
exception,” which is that a required elenment would be that there
has to be four years difference between the person whose picture
is sent and the person who posts the inage.

CHAI R FRENCH st at ed concern about the section.

2:27:38 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOANSKI  posed a hypothetical situation of a
grandnot her using her iphone to take a picture of a baby she is
watching to send it to her bridge club friends. He asked if this
violates the statute because the baby is only wearing di apers.

MR. SVOBODNY replied that would be a problem under the strict
reading of the bill because the grandnother isn't a |egal
guardian. If the prosecutors used no comon sense it would be a
m sdeneanor of f ense.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if it would be a violation of the | aw
if a 15 year old girl took pictures of herself and distributed
thema week |l ater after she turned 16.

MR. SVOBODNY replied she could be prosecuted under the bill
because the crine occurs when the distribution occurs.

2:29:58 PM
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ANNE CARPENETI, Assistant Attorney General, Departnent of Law
(DAL), clarified that the bill specifically provides that the
statute doesn't apply to a person sending their own picture.

CHAI R FRENCH revi ewed the | anguage on page 3, |ine 28, that says
it doesn't apply to a mnor under 16 and pointed out that
Senator W el echowski's hypothetical posits distribution at age
17.

M5. CARPENETI agreed that should be clarified.

SENATOR PASKVAN posed a hypothetical situation of a 15 year old
girl sexting to a 16 year old boyfriend who shares it with a
buddy. He asked if the boyfriend commtted a class B m sdeneanor
of f ense.

M5. CARPENETI rem nded the conmmttee that juveniles would be
dealt with in juvenile court, but if the boyfriend was 18 or
ol der he woul d have commtted a class B m sdeneanor.

2:32: 20 PM
SENATOR PASKVAN urged caution because even if they were a
juvenile this could follow themthroughout their life.

CHAI R FRENCH asked if this is a registerable offense.
M5. CARPENETI answered no.

CHAIR FRENCH clarified that a person who conmmts these offenses
woul d not have to register as a sex offender.

SENATOR COGHILL asked if there's a law that npodels sone
responsibility for a mnor who takes a picture of himor herself
and sends it on.

M5. CARPENET! replied she hasn't seen one. She added that these
are difficult choices and that's reflected in the tough
guestions that are being asked.

CHAIR FRENCH questioned the w sdom of crimnalizing behavior
that is without question stupid. He observed that a 15 year old
girl could put a picture of herself on Facebook and she hasn't
committed a crime, but her boyfriend has if he points it out.

M5. CARPENETI clarified that the boyfriend wouldn't have

commtted a crine unless he forwards the imge his 15 year old
girlfriend posted.
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M5. CARPENETI said we have to assume that the prosecutors and
division of juvenile justice (DJJ) personnel are using common
sense.

2:34: 34 PM

CHAI R FRENCH asked what core conduct this is aimed at that isn't
covered by existing statutes that punish child pornographers or
enticers of children.

MR. SVOBODNY clarified that child exploitation is a felony
offense and is substantially nore serious. This bill is trying
to address the reality that pictures that are posted on the
I nternet never die. They follow a person for the rest of his or
her life and may influence a potential future enployer. This is
to reduce the inpact of making a stupid deci sion.

2:38: 02 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if there are any exceptions for
things with literary or artistic nerit. For exanple, would it be
a crinme under this statute to forward a picture of a 17th
century painting of a young girl who isn't wearing a shirt?

MR. SVOBODNY said that when he asked Ms. Carpeneti to draft this
bill, his thought process was that things with artistic value
woul d fall under the parental/guardi an consent exception.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if he would have conmtted a crine
under Sec. 11.61.116 if he were to forward a 17th century
literary masterpiece of a young girl who isn't wearing a shirt.

MR, SVOBODNY answer ed no.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI  questioned how that wouldn't neet the
technical definition of this violation.

MR. SVOBODNY conceded that the |anguage probably needs to be
tightened, but the idea is to limt future consequences of
havi ng nmade a stupid and indi screte youthful decision.

2:41: 49 PM

SENATOR MCGUI RE stated that she believes that the current
| anguage is vulnerable to constitutional challenges. She then
raised the issue of soneone using another person's phone and

publishing an inmage or text wthout consent. I n anot her
hypot heti cal situation teens pass a phone around to show a photo
and soneone pushes "send." In both cases it would be a matter of

SENATE JUD COW TTEE -13- February 7, 2011



proof as to who published. These exanples show that in real life
the chain of custody isn't as clear as we mght describe it, she
sai d.

M5. CARPENETI clarified that this only applies to inages, not
t ext.

SENATOR MCGUI RE responded that it's a very quick process that's
often done w thout consent. She nentioned her experience wth
her young son.

2:46:11 PM

M5. CARPENETI pointed out that this is a crimnal statute that
has cul pable nental states. The state would have to prove beyond
a reasonabl e doubt that a person knowi ngly posted the inmage with
reckl ess disregard to the age of the person in the inmage. She
reiterated that this is difficult and she appreciates the
hel pful coments.

SENATOR PASKVAN asked how many people the state believes will be
put in jail by this statute assuming there is a commopn sense
under st andi ng of who woul d and woul d not be prosecut ed.

MR.  SVOBCDNY replied hopefully no one but it's a difficult
question because this isn't a current crinme so there aren't any
statistics. Wiat we don't want is to have a 24 year old nman
distributing pictures of a 15 year old girl.

2:49: 03 PM
CHAI R FRENCH announced he would hold SB 72 in comm ttee.

SB 62-ClVIL LEGAL SERVI CES FUND

2:49: 25 PM
CHAI R HOLLI S FRENCH announced t he consi derati on of SB 62.

SENATOR MCGQUI RE, sponsor of SB 62, said the bill would allow
appropriations into the Al aska Legal Services Fund equivalent to
25 percent of the filing fees paid to the court system during
the previous fiscal year. Right now these filing fees go into
the general fund. For over 40 vyears Alaska Legal Services
Corporation has been helping |owinconme Al askans who need
representation, and the corporation's state funds are dw ndling.
She said that Alaska Legal Services helps famlies who are in
true crisis, including famlies experiencing donestic violence,
as well as many senior citizens.

SENATE JUD COW TTEE -14- February 7, 2011



2:52: 30 PM
SENATOR COCHI LL asked how nmany corporations like this have a
dedi cated fund to go to.

SENATOR MCGUI RE responded she woul d get the information.

CHAIR FRENCH nentioned that the Sea Life Center, anobng others
can receive corporate donations and then the corporations can
get credits against their state taxes.

SENATOR COGHILL replied both tax credits and grants are prolific
but there are few places in the statutes authorize a private
corporation to receive an appropriation froma specific area.

2:53: 54 PM

NI KOLE  NELSON, Executive Director, Al aska Legal Servi ces
Corporation, said the ALSC mssion is to provide neaningful
access to justice for low inconme Al askans, thus pronoting famly
stability, safety, and reducing the Ilegal consequences of
poverty. In the last year they helped over 400 victinms of
donmestic violence and sexual assault, as well as 600 Al aska
seniors. The corporation also helped 300 disabled individuals
get access to Social Security and health care benefits, and it
hel ped 349 famlies to fight honel essness. Ms. Nel son noted that
38 percent of the clients they served last year lived in rura
conmuni ti es.

2:56: 53 PM

The bad news, she said, is that last year ALSC turned away
hundreds of famlies because it |acked the staffing resources to
help them Wile the ALSC client base is growng each year,
funding has decreased. The percentage of people living in
poverty in Alaska is higher than it has been in 15 years. In
2009 ALSC received over 3,400 inquiries, and 2,834 applications
for help. They need to bridge the gap between those who need
ALCS services and those who are able to get them SB 62 is part
of the solution.

2:58: 54 PM

VANCE SANDERS, Attorney and President, Al aska Legal Services
Corporation, said he worked for ALSC as an attorney from 1982-
1992, and he is now an attorney in private practice. M. Sanders
said that ALSC has tried to go to every avail able funding source
it can think of. The corporation was founded by Congress but is
i ndependent of governnent control, so as to neet the needs of
the people it serves. Wiile ALSC still receives federal noney,
the reality is that federal funding will no |onger be reliable.
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The corporation has tried to fill the gap but state funding has
gone from $1.2 mllion in 1984 to $350,000 in the governor's
budget this year. If ALSC is going to fight donestic violence
and hel p people in need, it nust be funded.

MR. SANDERS said three years ago, with help from Senator Thonas,
ALSC was able to amend the punitive danages statute so that the
fifty percent that goes to the state would be available for
appropriation. However, the Legislature has never appropriated
that noney. ALSC is hoping that the Legislature will appropriate
that noney as well as the civil filing fees in court cases. This
would be extrenely helpful. He also enphasized that |egal
services helps judges, because it cuts the nunber of pro se
cases.

3:03: 03 PM

KATE BURKHART, Executive Director, Al aska Mental Health Board
and the Advisory Board on Al coholism and Drug Abuse, stated that
she does not speak for the Departnment of Health and Social

Services (DHSS). She is speaking on behalf of these boards to
support SB 62 because of the direct benefit to Al askans
experiencing nental illness and substance use disorders, as well

as their famlies and communities. Those who experience a mnental

health disorder often live in poverty, and living in poverty
means having to go to the justice system for basic human needs,
such as fair housing and access to health care. Mst people do
not understand how difficult it is to access the justice system
if you live in poverty. Add to that a disability, such as nenta

illness, and it is alnost inpossible wthout a professional

advocate. Representing soneone experiencing a mnental health
di sorder requires a great deal of patience and tine, and a fair
anount of specialization. The nonprofit, public interest |aw
firmse in Al aska, such as ALSC offer this in a way that is not
often offered to the constituency it represents.

3:06:17 PM

M5. BURKHARDT said the nmjority of people that Al aska Legal
Services serves are affected by nental health issues, and often
al coholism and addiction. By insuring access to the justice
system t hrough conpetent |egal services, SB 62 provides a unique
benefit to the clients served by the boards on which she serves.

CHAI R FRENCH announced he would hold SB 62 in commttee.
3:06: 32 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair French adjourned the neeting at
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