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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 33: 55 PM
CHAI R BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health and Social Services

Standing Cormittee neeting to order at 1:33 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Meyer, Egan, Dyson, and Chair Davis.

SCR 23- CONGENI TAL CYTOMVEGALOVI RUS MONTH

1:35:17 PM

CHAIR DAVI S announced that the first bill before the conmttee
woul d be SCR 23, which would designate June 2012 as Congenita
Cyt onegal ovi rus Awar eness Mont h.

SENATOR EGAN stated that SCR 23, version A, was the bill before
the comm tt ee.

AMY SALTZMAN, staff to Senator Lisle MQiire, presented SCR 23
on behalf of the sponsor. She read from the follow ng sponsor
st at enent :

The issue of Congenital Cytonegal ovirus (CW) was
brought to Senator MCGuire by one of her constituents.
CW is a conmon and serious congenital infection in
the United States with 1 in every 50 children born

wi th congenital CW. Contraction of the disease at
birth can lead to permanent health conditions,

i ncludi ng cerebral palsy, hearing and vision |oss,
mental disability, ADHD, autism and seizures, and in
rare cases, death.

CW is nost dangerous for unborn babies whose nothers
beconme infected with the di sease during pregnancy and
children or adults whose i mmune systens have been
weakened by di sease or drug treatnent. Wth pregnant
woman as the nunber one popul ation at risk, the
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Anerican Col |l ege of Cbstetricians and Gynecol ogi sts
and the Centers for Di sease Control and Prevention
recommend that OB/ GYN s counsel wonen on basic
prevention neasures to guard against CW infection. In
a 2008 study, it showed that only 14 percent of wonen
in the United States have ever heard of CW.

CW is 100 percent preventable w th behavioral

i nterventions, such as frequent hand washing wth soap
and water after contact with diapers or oral
secretions, not kissing young children on the nouth,
and not sharing food, towels, or utensils with young
children. CW is found in bodily fluids, including
urine, saliva, blood, nucus, and tears. The incidence
of children born with congenital CW can be greatly
reduced with public educati on and awar eness.

In 2011, June was designated as National Congenital CW
Awar eness Month. This concurrent resolution would support
that concept and bring awareness to the horrible effect CW
can have on Al askan chil dren.

1:37:36 PM
CHAI R DAVI S opened public testinony.

KAREN G LLI'S, speaking on her own behalf, testified in support
of SCR 23. She shared a personal experience of having a child
with CW. She related that many parents do not know about CW or
how to avoid contracting it during pregnancy. CW is the |eading
cause of Dbirth defects in the United States. She shared
statistics about the nunbers of children affected by CW.

M5. G LLIS spoke of the expense of raising CW children. She
spoke of her role as an advocate of Stop CW. She continued to
share facts related to CW and suggested solutions, such as a
vacci ne. She concluded that her goal was to reduce the cost and
suffering from CW and prevent CW in others.

1:48: 14 PM

SENATOR DYSON t hanked Ms. Gllis for her work. He asked if there
was any way to detect if a would-be nother is carrying CW
bef ore she becones pregnant.

M5. G LLIS replied that a woman can be tested for CW anti bodi es
before and during pregnancy. She explained that CW is simlar
to chickenpox, except that there are four strains or |evels of
CW. |If a person has ever had CW, there are antibodies present
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in their system |If a person has contracted one strain of CW
there is still a risk of contracting the other strains. She
related that there are in wutero treatnments, as well as
treatments after birth, both of which can reduce the anount of
virus in the baby's system

1:51:11 PM

SENATOR DYSON asked if a pre-pregnant wonman is tested and is
found to have the virus, whether there is a treatnent which
would rid of her of the virus.

M5. GQLLIS replied that after a wonan builds up antibodies to
the virus, she will always have those antibodies in her system
If she contracts the npbst common strain of CW during her
pregnancy, she already has antibodies to protect the unborn
child. She related that, in her case, she did not have the
anti bodies because she had not contracted CW prior to
pregnancy. She said she contracted CW during her first
trinmester, which is a very critical tinme of brain devel opnent
for the child. She shared that her child shows a |ot of damage
as a result.

SENATOR DYSON restated the question to ask if a woul d-be nother
identified with CW, wth or wthout the antibodies, can be
cured of the virus.

M5. G LLIS replied if the wonan has active CW, and her tests
show she carries antibodies, her child will not be affected by
the virus; however, the child will be born with CW.

SENATOR DYSON asked if a woman's imunity can be increased
before or during pregnancy.

M5. G LLIS noted that her organi zation does not want to see al
wonen tested for CW. She explained that it is nbst inportant to
understand if there is an active infection.

SENATOR DYSON said he was surprised at the suggestion that wonen
not be tested. He asked for data about how the virus is
cont r act ed.

M5. G LLIS replied that the highest risk group for CW s
pregnant wormen who have not previously contracted the virus and
who work in day care centers or have children who are in day
care.

1:56:17 PM
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CHAI R DAVI S cl osed public testinony.
CHAI R DAVI S noved to adopt Amendnent 1.

AMENDMENT1

27-LS1334\A. 2

OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR MCGUI RE
TQO  SCR 23

Page 1, line 1:
Del ete "March"
| nsert "June"

Page 2, line 8
Del ete "March"
| nsert "June"

CHAIR DAVI S announced that w thout objection, Amendnent 1 was
adopt ed.

SENATOR DYSON suggested having the Division of Public Health
answer questions about CW and what Al aska should be doing for
prevention and publishing that information. He also suggested
finding out what other states do.

CHAI R DAVI S agr eed.

SENATOR EGAN noved to report SCR 23, version A as anended, with
i ndi vidual recomrendations and no fiscal note. There being no
obj ection, CSSCR 23(HSS) was reported fromthe Senate Health and
Soci al Services Commttee.

HB 224- SALES CF NI COTI NE PRODUCTS TO M NOR

CHAI R DAVI S announced the consi derati on of HB 224.

1:59: 31 PM
SENATOR EGAN noted that CSHB 224(FINam was before the
conmittee.

2: 00: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON, sponsor of HB 224, introduced the
bill. He related that HB 224 addresses the problem that it is
not illegal to sell or give nicotine to mnors in Alaska. If a
t obacco pr oduct IS regul at ed by t he Food and Dr ug
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Adm nistration, it would be illegal to sell or give it to a
m nor; however, nicotine, itself is not a regulated product. He
showed exanples of honeopathic nicotine nedicines and various
t obacco cessation products that can be purchased by, or given
to, mnors. He stated that these products can cause nicotine
addi cti on.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expl ained that the bill states that it is
illegal for a person to give or sell nicotine to a mnor, unless
the person is a health care professional, a parent, or a |egal
guardian. The bill is crafted so that it does not inpact
business |icenses. The attenpt is to keep these products from
bei ng introduced to, and used in, Al aska. An added provision in
the bill is that enployers nust advise their enployees not to
sell or give nicotine products to a mnor, otherw se enployers
could be liable, as well.

2: 05: 03 PM

SENATOR MEYER opined that HB 224 was a good bill. He voiced a
concern about holding enployers responsible for informng their
enpl oyees not to sell these products to m nors.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied that the Departnent of Health and
Social Services would include instructions to enployers in

tobacco regulations. He added that the bill is witten that
enpl oyers nust "advise" their enployees. There is no training of
enpl oyees required. He said Legislative Legal suggest ed

incorporating the information into hiring docunents.

SENATOR MEYER asked if the nicotine products Representative
Seat on showed were currently sold in Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said they were not available in Al aska. He
noted that he obtained the products in Washi ngton or O egon.

SENATOR MEYER i nqui red what would happen if a person bought one
of the products on-1line.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said the bill does not address on-line
pur chases.
SENATOR DAVIS asked if the bill was referred to another

conmmttee. She noted it had a zero fiscal note.

SENATOR MEYER said the bill goes to the Senate Judiciary
Committee next.
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2:10: 17 PM
CHAIR DAVIS stated her intent to nove the bill.

SENATOR EGAN noved to report CSHB 224(FIN)am version X A from
committee wth individual recomendations and the attached
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 224(FIN)am was
reported from the Senate Health and Social Services Standing
Comm ttee.

Present ati on: Nei ghbor Wr ks Anchor age

CHAI R DAVI S announced the comm ttee would hear a presentation by
Nei ghbor Wor ks of Anchor age.

2:12:57 PM

M CHAEL COURTNEY, Deputy Director, Anchorage Nei ghbor hood
Housi ng Servi ces, Inc. dba NeighborWrks Anchorage (NWA)
provided testinmony related to Nei ghborWrks. He explained that
NWA devel ops and provides housing opportunities to famlies of
nodest nmeans. NWA owns 950 units of affordable apartnents at
nine |ocations throughout Anchorage, and nanages a nunber of
speci al needs properties for other not-for-profit organizations.

He noted that NWA has a reputation for quality managenent and
customer service. NWA offers first-tine honmebuyer and down
paynent assistance progranms in partnership with the Municipality
of Anchorage and AHFC, and provided opportunities to nore than
1, 100 noderate i ncome honebuyers since 1997

He reported that NWA's delinquency rate on nortgages is |ower
than the national rate of 7.97 percent, and slightly |ess than
the state's delinquency rate of 4.5 percent. NW offers
| eadership devel opment classes, which are well attended. He
listed | eadership devel opnent subjects that are offered by NWA
He said NWA also adm nisters mnor repair grant prograns for
Anchorage and the state, which help to allow seniors to remain
in their hones as they age by providing accessibility
i mprovenents. NWA also offers a minor repair program to assist
famlies of nodest neans.

He spoke of two devel opnent projects, the Roosevelt and Connolly
Square apartnents. The Roosevelt is designed to serve
individuals with disabilities and Connolly Square is a 20-unit
conplex for seniors over 62 years of age. Both conplexes are
funded by the Departnent of Housing and U ban Devel opnent (HUD)
and feature rental assistance.
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He di scussed a t hr ee- pronged appr oach to addr essi ng
homel essness. NWA is a nenber of Beyond Shelter Goup, a
consortium of housing and service providers that work closely
together to assist honel ess and hard-to-house famlies. Partners
include the United Wiy, Anchorage School District, Catholic
Social Services, The Brother Francis Shelter, Salvation Arny,
AWAKE, and Christian Health Associates. He shared statistics
about how many receive housing assistance and |isted prograns
t hat work together on affordabl e housing.

MR. CORTNEY discussed Lousac Sogn, a housing conmplex for
homel ess persons. He enphasized that +the nmessage to the
comunity is that "home matters". He called affordable housing
an economc engine that creates jobs, and he described the
nunber of jobs created by NWA. He explained how affordable
housing leads to healthier famlies and he shared statistics
about children's health. He concluded that affordable housing is
in short supply and NWA is dedicated to providing safe, quality
af f or dabl e housi ng.

2:19: 02 PM
SENATOR DYSON provided a real estate report regardi ng Anchorage.
He said there are about one-third as many houses on the market

conpared to previous years, indicating that people are buying
again. He noted that $250,000 is the threshold for affordable
housi ng. There is a significant problem with obtaining

financing. People are less likely to comute into Anchorage due
to higher fuel costs. He reported that it would be 14 to 16
nont hs before new construction woul d increase.

SENATOR DYSON suggested that there is a novenent to herd people
into smaller, highly condensed areas, rather than providing
space around individuals. He asked if NWA has that political
agenda.

DEBE MAHONEY, Executive Director, Anchorage Nei ghborhood Housing
Services, Inc. dba NeighborWrks Anchorage, provided testinony
related to NeighborWrks. She addressed Senat or Dyson' s
guestion. She referred to a study by the Minicipality of
Anchorage which | ooked at housing density. She related that when
NWA goes into a neighborhood to |ook at a potential project
they find that the neighbors don't want density. However,
financially, density makes nore sense. She opined that there has
to be a conprom se between those two issues.

She spoke of a piece of property where NWA decided to devel op
fewer units than the land use allows in order to provide a
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transition between single famly houses and the condom nium
unit. The Roosevelt has 10 units and Connolly Square has 20
units; both are small projects designed for the use of a car.
NWA attenpts to bal ance cost with what the nei ghborhoods want.

2:24. 14 PM
SENATOR DYSON saw a correl ati on between subsidized housing and
soci al problens. He appl auded the tact Nei ghborWrks was taking.

CHAIR DAVIS thanked the presenters. She asked about future
proj ect s.

IVB. MAHONEY replied that NWA has received Neighborhood
Stabilization Funds and has purchased property for future
devel opnent of affordable housing for apartnent-style famly
housi ng or senior housing.

CHAIR DAVIS voiced appreciation for NWA's collaboration wth
other entities. She said she has heard good things about NWA
with a few exceptions.

M5. MAHONEY requested that any problens be reported to NVWA

2:28:46 PM

SENATOR EGAN noted a budget request for about $1.7 mllion. He
asked if it was in the Departnent of Adm nistration's budget
request .

M5. MAHONEY said the request was made through the Senate side.
She explained that it was costly due to conplicated roofing
repairs, the need for a new elevator, and the downtown | ocati on.

SENATOR EGAN clarified that he just wanted to be sure the
request was included the budget.

SENATOR DYSON asked if the request was included.

M5. MAHONEY replied that they had been told the request was in
t he budget.

2:30: 58 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Davis adjourned the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Conmttee at 2:30 p. m
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