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April 4, 2011
1:34 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT
Senator Bettye Davis, Chair
Senat or Denni s Egan
Senator Johnny Ellis
Senat or Kevin Meyer
MEMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Fred Dyson
OTHER LEQ SLATORS PRESENT
Representative Pete Petersen
COW TTEE CALENDAR
CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 1( HSS)
Proclai mng Novenber 2011 to be Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Mont h.
- MOVED CSHCR 1(HSS) OUT OF COW TTEE
CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 3(HSS) AM
Relating to pronoting the safety and protection of older
Al askans.
- MOVED CSHCR 3(HSS) AM QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HCR 1

SHORT TI TLE: PANCREATI C CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) PETERSEN

01/18/ 11 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/18/ 11 (H HSS

03/ 10/ 11 (H HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 10/ 11 (H Moved CSHCR 1(HSS) Qut of Conmittee
03/10/ 11 (H M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 11/ 11 (H HSS RPT CS(HSS) 7DP
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03/ 11/ 11 (H) DP:  KERTTULA, M LLETT, DICK,  SEATON,
M LLER, HERRON, KELLER

03/ 25/ 11 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 25/ 11 (H) VERSI ON:  CSHCR 1( HSS)

03/ 28/ 11 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

03/ 28/ 11 (S) HSS

04/ 04/ 11 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: HCR 3

SHORT TITLE: SENIOR Cl TI ZEN PROTECTI ONS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) MUNOZ

01/ 24/ 11 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 24/ 11 (H HSS

03/ 10/ 11 (H HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 10/ 11 (H Moved CSHCR 3(HSS) Qut of Conmittee

03/10/ 11 (H M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 11/ 11 (H HSS RPT CS(HSS) 7DP

03/11/11 (H DP: KERTTULA, M LLETT, DI CK, SEATON,
M LLER, HERRON, KELLER

03/ 25/ 11 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 25/ 11 (H VERSI ON:  CSHCR 3(HSS) AM

03/ 28/ 11 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

03/ 28/ 11 (S) HSS

04/ 04/ 11 (S) HSS AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE PETE PETERSEN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HCR 1.

KENDRA KLOSTER, Staff to Representative Cathy Mifioz

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HCR 3 for Representative Moz,
t he sponsor.

DENI SE DANI ELLO& Executive Director

Al aska Comm ssion on Agi ng

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 3.

DAVI D BREMER, Staff to Representative Pete Petersen

Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, AK
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HCR 1 for Representative Petersen
t he sponsor.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:34:54 PM

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Committee neeting to order at 1:34 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Egan, Ellis, Meyer, and Chair Davis.

HCR 1- PANCREATI C CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

1:35:35 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced the first order of business would be HCR
1, a resolution proclaimng Novenber 2011 as Pancreatic Cancer
Awar eness Month. [ CSHCR 1(HSS)am was before the comm ttee.]

DAVI D BREMER, staff to Representative Pete Petersen, presented
HCR 1 on behalf of the sponsor. He said pancreatic cancer is the
fourth | eading cause of cancer death in the US. Three-fourths of
pancreatic cancer patients die within one year of diagnosis;
this is because there is no effective screening test for early
detection and diagnosis. The Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics
reported 158 Al askan deaths from pancreatic cancer during 2006-

2008. Increasing awareness will lead to expanded research into
| ocating the disease's causes, enhancing early detection, and
devel oping effective treatnments. Raised awareness will also |ead

to nore know edge about pancreatic cancer anong Al askans and
directly enhance the good health and well-being of our state's
resi dents.

REPRESENTATI VE PETE PETERSEN, sponsor of HCR 1, thanked the
commttee for hearing the resolution. He said it is unfortunate
that sonme forns of cancer are nore well-known than others.
Pancreatic cancer is one of the nost deadly fornms but is |ess
known. The resolution proclains Novenber 2011 as Pancreatic
Cancer Awareness Month. Representative Thonpson is co-sponsor of
this resolution.

SENATOR EGAN asked if there is any screening test.

MR. BREMER responded early detection is difficult because there
are no early signs.

1:41: 30 PM
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SENATOR EGAN noved to report CSHCR 1(HSS) from conmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, it was so ordered.

HCR 3-SENI OR CI TI ZEN PROTECTI ONS

CHAI R DAVI S announced the next order of business would be HCR 3.

1:43:22 PM

KENDRA KLOSTER, staff to Representative Cathy Moz, said there
is a devastating problem of rising elder abuse in Alaska. Over
the past four years, Adult Protective Services has received an
alarmng 169 percent increase in the reports of harm The
Onbudsman O fice for Long-term Care has seen a corresponding
increase in the reports of harmat 200 percent in the past three
years. It is inportant to bring this issue to light. The nopst
common al | egations are sel f - negl ect, abuse, financi al
exploitation, and neglect. Two anendnents were adopted during
t he process.

1:44:58 PM

DENI SE DANI ELLO, Executive Director, Al aska Comm ssion on Aging,
t hanked the commttee for hearing the resolution. It speaks to
the rise of elder abuse in our state. Data shows that about one
in ten older adults in our country is at risk for mstreatnent.
The rate of abuse is rising in Al aska.

El der abuse can take many forns: physi cal , financi al,
abandonnent, self-neglect. Oten an ol der person is reluctant to
report. There is an elenent of enbarrassnent and shanme. Elders
who are at risk for abuse includes those with Al zheiner's and
rel ated denentia, people with cognitive inpairnments, and people
who are bed-ridden.

1:47:11 PM

Sonme people nmay not recognize the signs of abuse. This
resolution ains for increased awareness. W need to educate the
public to the signs of abuse and how to report. The Al aska
Comm ssion on Aging recomends passage of this resolution to
i mprove recognition of signs of abuse and better response from
caregivers, agencies, and first responders. There is a cost to
the state but also to the person whose independence and dignity
are conprom sed

1:49: 14 PM
CHAIR DAVIS said it is a great piece of legislation. Al aska has
the fastest grow ng population of the oldest old, those who are
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85 and older. It is a problem because a |ot of them depend on
famly nmenbers to care for them Sonetines famlies need help.
Awareness is the key. She asked if the resolution referred to
anyone over 65.

M5. DAN ELLO responded it is 60 and over. There is also a |ot of
abuse directed toward vul nerable adults. She said at sone point
we need to expand the scope.

CHAI R DAVI S asked does it refer to the nonth of Novenber.

M5. DANIELLO answered it is just for education and awareness
and does not name a specific nonth. It would encourage the
public to report abuse.

SENATOR MEYER asked why there are no letters of support in the
file, and why no one from AARP testified.

M5. KLOSTER said she was not sure why AARP didn't cone.

SENATOR MEYER asked if they have been testifying in other
conmmi ttees.

M5. KLOSTER said yes, in the House HSS.

1:53: 55 PM

SENATOR EGAN noved to report CSHCR 3 (HSS)am from commttee with
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, it was so ordered.

1:55: 05 PM
There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Davis adjourned the nmeeting at 1:55 p. m
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