SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
February 14, 2011
9:02 a.m

9:02: 02 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Stednman called the Senate Finance Committee
meeting to order at 9:02 a. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Denni s Egan

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Lesil MQ@iire, Vice-Chair

ALSO PRESENT

Senator Bettye Davis; Thomas Oberneyer, Staff for Senator
Davi s

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

None
SUMVARY
SB 1 BD OF ED./EARLY DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT

SB 1 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#sbl
SENATE BILL NO. 1

"An Act requiring the state Board of Education and
Early Devel opnent to provide an annual report to the
| egi sl ature.”



9:02: 54 AM

AT EASE

9: 05: 28 AM

RECONVENED

SENATOR BETTYE DAVIS stated that SB 1 was a bill that
required that Board of Education to present a yearly report
to the legislature. She remarked that the annual

presentations from the University had been effective, and
she felt that reports for K-12 woul d al so be effective.

9: 06: 34 AM

Co-Chair Stednman stated that the neeting was the first
hearing of the bill. He stated that there was a zero fisca
note fromthe Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent
( DEED) .

9:07:29 AM

Senator O son queried the adm nistration's position on the
bill. Senator Davis stated that the adm nistration did not
have an official position on the bill.

Senator O son wondered what specifically would be covered
in the bill. Senator Davis replied that specifics were
outlined in the bill.

9:08: 52 AM

THOVAS OBERMEYER, STAFF FOR SENATOR DAVIS, presented the
Sponsor Statenent for SB 1 (copy on file). He stated that
"SB 1 requires that the Alaska State Board of Education
shal |l prepare and present to the |egislature not later than
the 30th day of each regular session an annual report that
describes the efforts of the Board to devel op, naintain,
and continuously inprove a conprehensive quality public
education system as provided for under the bylaws of the
Board. The report to the legislature nust include a sunmary
of the resolves and rationales provided in support of
policy decisions; program and curriculum changes nade,
di scussed, or recommended in neetings; and additional
information relevant to efforts nade to inprove and
mai ntain the public education system The bill is intended
to create a greater dialogue anong Al aska |egislators,
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Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), and
the Board of Education which neets at |east quarterly.
Since Alaska legislators appropriate over $1 billion per
year for state public education which is a significant
portion of the state budget, they nust be at the center of
the state's efforts to identify strengths and weaknesses of
the current system help determne a public agenda, set
clear goals for K-12 and higher education, and hold
institutions accountable for performance. The only way to
achieve this is through cooperation and comrunication wth
the Board and the Departnment. Legislators take great pride
and trenmendous anounts of time and effort every session in

trying to provi de t he best possi bl e educat i on
schol arshi ps, and funding for Alaska students. The annua
report required by this bill wll assist both DEED and

legislators early 1in each session in assessing new
programs, curriculum changes, goals and priorities which
may require nmore information or adm nistrative and
| egi sl ative action during session."”

9:12:39 AM

SB 1 was HEARD and HELD in committee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 9:13 AM
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