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Anchor age, Al aska
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:35:41 PM

CHAIR DONALD OLSON called the Senate Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Commttee neeting to order at 3:35 p.m Present
at the call to order were Senators Menard, Wagoner, Kookesh and
Chair O son. Senator Ellis arrived shortly thereafter.

HB 65-SENI OR CI TI ZEN HOUSI NG DEV. FUND GRANTS

3:36:18 PM
CHAI R OLSON announced the consi derati on of HB 65.

3:36: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BRYCE EDGMON, sponsor of HB 65, said this bill
adds the housing authorities into Title 18 [AS 18.55.996] to
directly participate in the Senior Citizens Housing Devel opnent
Fund ( SCHDF) grants through the Alaska Housing Finance
Corporation (AHFC). This grant has, in the past, been available
to nmunicipalities and not-for-profit corporations. HB 65 speeds
up the ability for AHFC to work with the housing authorities to
build senior housing units. He noted that the SCHDF grant is in
t he budget for $4.5 nmillion. HB 65 passed the House 38 to 0 and

there was no opposition to the bill in the House Community and
Regional Affairs Standing Conmttee or the House Finance
Standing Committee. The bill is also supported by AHFC, the

housing authorities, the Al aska Conmi ssion on Aging, and the
Associ ation of Anerican Retired Persons. He added that HB 65
cones with a zero fiscal note.

CHAI R OLSON asked what the housing authorities have been doing
in the nean tine in order to address the senior housing issue.

REPRESENTATI VE  EDGMON  answered that of the 14 housing
authorities, seven have gone through the process of form ng not-
for-profit corporations in order to participate in this |oan
program HB 65 allows these additional seven housing authorities
to be directly eligible for the program He said, in the nean
time, the housing authorities have been buil ding senior housing
units using a range of funds, including the Denali Com ssion,
the United States Departnent of Agriculture, the Native American
Housi ng Assi stance and the Self-Determ nation Act (NAHASDA), and
others. This bill provides a nore direct conduit between the
housi ng authorities and the housing grant through AHFC.

CHAI R OLSON asked what percentage of the funding for the grant
are state noneys and what percentage are federal nopneys.
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3:40: 21 PM

ELAINE MELLO, Recipient Project Mnager, Al aska Housing Finance
Corporation (AHFC), replied that this depends on the project.
She explained that the anount varies depending on how the
particul ar sponsor decides to structure the funding.

CHAIR OLSON asked what type of inhibition caused HB 65 to be
drawn up and put before the |egislature.

M5. MELO replied that AHFC is trying to make it as easy as
possible for the regional housing authorities to access the
SCHDF. She explained that in the past these housing authorities
have been able to do this through devel oping either a 501(c)(3)
or 501(c)(4). This can be a fairly long and arduous process and
is an extra step to take in order to access this noney.

3:42:58 PM
CHAI R OLSON announced he would hold HB 65 in commttee.

SB  94- SECOND VERSE OF ALASKA'S STATE SONG

3:43: 13 PM
CHAI R OLSON announced the consi derati on of SB 94.

3:43:27 PM

SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S, sponsor of SB 94, said this bill has cone
before the Senate in previous years. She said that bringing SB
94 forward again is inportant because the second stanza of the
Al aska's Flag Song would identify the Native comunity.

3:44: 32 PM
PAMELA MARSCH, Staff to Bettye Senator Davis, sponsor of SB 94,
said this bill would add a second verse to the Alaska's Flag

Song. It is a beautiful song that would recognize the Al aska
Nati ves and Benny Benson, who designed the state fl ag.

She read the following fromthe sponsor statenent:

Simlar bills have been introduced in the past. Last
year the Alaska's Flag Song was perfornmed with both
versus as the Senate gaveled in on the first day of
session. Also, last year, the Senator from District G
introduced SB 43. It passed the Senate, but stalled in
t he House.
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This year is the year to join nme in supporting a |ong
overdue addition of the second verse to the Al aska's
Flag Song. By passing this bill you wll be
recogni zing history, our progress as a state and our
first people.

CHAI R OLSON asked how this bill is different than the previous
bills brought to the |egislature.

SENATOR DAVIS replied that SB 94 is no different than the
previous bills that have been brought forward. She explained
that the bill was stalled in the House |ast year because it had
an indetermnate fiscal note. In the past it has had a zero
fiscal note. She noted that at this point she has received only
positive feedback on the SB 94.

CHAIR OLSON asked how she plans to get it through the other
body.

SENATOR DAVIS replied by trying to get the bill over to the
House in tine for plenty of opportunity for debate.

CHAIR OLSON asked if this bill passed the Senate unani nously
| ast year.

SENATOR DAVI S replied that everyone present voted for the bill.

3:48: 05 PM
At ease from3:48:05 p.m to 3:48:19 p. m

3:48: 27 PM

SENATOR WAGONER noved to report SB 94 from the committee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objections, SB 94 noved fromconmttee.

3:48: 54 PM

There being no further business to conme before the conmmittee
Chair O son adjourned the neeting at 3:48 p. m
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