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“"An Act naming the pathway parallel to the section of Eagle
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"An Act nam ng the Ketchikan ferry termnal the Walter L. Kubley
Ferry Term nal . "
- MOVED QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 213

SHORT TI TLE: NAM NG MARK HUFFORD TRAI L
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) FAlI RCLOUGH

03/ 29/ 11 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 29/ 11 (H) TRA

04/ 05/ 11 (H) TRA AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 17

BILL: HB 214

SHORT TITLE: WALTER L. KUBLEY FERRY TERM NAL
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) JOHANSEN

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE -1- April 5, 2011



03/ 29/ 11 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 29/ 11 (H) TRA
04/ 05/ 11 (H) TRA AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE ANNA FAI RCLOUGH

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented HB 213 as prine sponsor of the
bill.

TERESA KNOALES
Eagl e River, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 213.

ANTHONY TAMBRUN
Eagl e Ri ver, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 213.

JOAN HUFFCRD
Eagl e River, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the discussion of HB 213.

REPRESENTATI VE KYLE JOHANSEN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 214 as prine sponsor of the
bill.

DON KUBLEY, Captain
Ket chi kan, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 214.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 06: 59 PM

VICE CHAIR LANCE PRUI TT called the House Transportation Standi ng
Commttee neeting to order at 1:06 p.m Representatives Pruitt,
Fei ge, Petersen, Guenberg, and Miunoz, were present at the cal
to order. Representatives Johnson arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HB 213- NAM NG MARK HUFFORD TRAI L
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1: 07: 52 PM

VICE CHAIR PRU TT announced that the first order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO. 213, "An Act nam ng the pathway parallel
to the section of Eagle River Loop Road connecting Add denn
H ghway wth North Parkview Terrace Loop the Mark Hufford
Trail."

1:08: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ANNA FAI RCLOUGH, Alaska State Legislature, as
prime sponsor of HB 213, stated that this bill wuld nane a
section of Eagle River Loop Road connecting A d denn H ghway
with North Parkview Terrace Loop the "Mark Hufford Trail". She
said she has known the Hufford famly for over 20 years and his
sister was her good friend. She related that Mark Hufford

graduated from Chugi ak Hi gh School in 1989. She said she shared
t he sadness when her friend' s brother, Mk, was injured in a
hunting accident in 1995 that left himin a wheelchair. She told
menbers that Mark Hufford was | oved by many and appreciated by
al | . He frequented the trail HB 213 would name in his honor.
She related that he conpeted seven tines in Sadler’'s Al aska
Chal | enge wheel chair and handcycle conpetition. For those not
famliar with the race, she explained that the Sadler's Al aska
Challenge is arguably the world s Ilongest and toughest
wheel chair and handcycle race in the world and the course route
is from Fairbanks to Anchorage.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH stated that his famly raised funds to
support his racing efforts. M. Hufford twice won the Speedy
Sourdough Award for fastest Alaskan in the Sadler's Alaska
Chal | enge. She related that she held conversations wth her
Eagle River Parks and Recreation's Service Area, which prepared
a resolution to present for the board' s approval. She offered
that John Rodda, Director, Eagle River Parks and Recreation's
Service Area, could not indicate the final action the board
woul d take, but he predicted the service area would strongly
support namng the trail after Mark Hufford.

1:10: 50 PM

VICE CHAIR PRUI TT, after first determ ning no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinmony on HB 213. After discovering
addi tional people wshed to testify, Vice Chair Pruitt reopened
public testinony on HB 213.

1:11: 51 PM
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TERESA KNOWLES stated that she is Mark Hufford's sister and it
is a real honor for their famly to have HB 213 nove forward

She said that Mark was a great inspiration to so nany people.
She told nenbers she is a hairdresser and has had so many
clients and neighbors express excitenent that a trail wll be
naned after him She remarked that when her clients saw his
phot ograph in her shop they recognized Mark as soneone they had

frequently seen on the trail. Rain or shine, Mark would be on
the trails and in doing so obtained sone freedom from his
par al ysi s. She reiterated her thankfulness and expressed how

important HB 213 is to his famly.

ANTHONY TAMBRUN stated that Representative Fairclough and Teresa
Know es have al ready covered nost of his coments. He asked to
testify in "total" support of HB 213.

1:13:39 PM

JOAN HUFFORD stated she is Mark Hufford's nother. She commented
that Representative Fairclough and Teresa Know es, Mar k' s

sister, have also covered many of her points. She thanked
nmenbers for hearing this bill. She said that the Eagle R ver
Communi ty supported and inspired Mark, nore than they wll ever
know. Mark faced many challenges with his disability and in
doing so challenged hinself. During his training and races many
peopl e would honk, wave, and encourage him to go faster. She
and her husband thanked nenbers for hearing this bill. She also

said, "We are just totally honored, the whole famly."

VICE CHAIR PRUI TT, after first determ ning no one else w shed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 213.

1:14: 48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ noved to report HB 213 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 213 was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Commttee.

HB 214-WALTER L. KUBLEY FERRY TERM NAL

1: 15: 20 PM
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VICE CHAIR PRU TT announced the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 214, "An Act namng the Ketchikan ferry term nal
the Walter L. Kubley Ferry Term nal."

1: 15: 45 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KYLE JOHANSEN, Al aska State Legislature, speaking
as prime sponsor of HB 214, stated this bill could be passed out
in 45 seconds, but he asked to speak about the gentleman this
ferry termnal would be named after, M. Walter L. Kubley, Sr.
He noted several nenbers on the commttee were acquainted wth

M. Kubley, Sr. Wen "Wally" was alive he was a legend to
anyone involved in politics in Southeast Al aska. He said, "If
you got WAlly's stanp of approval that neant a lot" since he was
so well respected throughout the state. He recalled that the

| egi sl ature passed a resolution in nenoriam for M. Wlter L.
Kubl ey, Sr. He recapped M. Kubley's experience. VWl |y began
his conmunity service and political career by serving on the

Ketchikan Cty Council for four years. He served as a
| egislator for two terns representing District 1, a chief
adviser and legislature liaison to Governor Wally Hickel, a

comm ssioner of the Departnment of Commerce for Governor Keith
MIller, a conmssioner on the Alaska transportation Conmm ssion,
and as the Alaskan Secretary for the U S. Departnent of

Agricul ture. He was close personal friends with U S. Senator
Ted Stevens, U 'S. Representative Don Young, Governor Willy
Hi ckel, and Governor Frank Muirkowski . He was one of the
"Titans" who built Al aska, he said. He said the reason he

sel ected nam ng the Al aska Marine H ghway System (AVHS) term nal
in Ketchikan after M. Wilter L. Kubley, Sr. is because M.
Kubley, Sr. was a legislator at the time the first AWVHS vessel
was funded.

1:18: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN enphasi zed that the voters approved the
bonding, and "Wally" was the lead legislator in selecting the
AVHS infrastructure, so it seens fitting to nanme this term nal
after M. Walter L. Kubley, Sr. He related a scenario in which
"Wl | y" tel ephoned after Representative Johansen's first
primary, even though Wally had strongly supported his opponent.
M. Kubley, Sr. talked to him about his sense of the 70 years of
Al aska's history and what it nmeant to be a | egislator.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN stated that Wally's son, Don Kubl ey,

worked with him in his |obbying business. He commented that
Wally's son, Larry, who is a Vietnam Veteran, operates the
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Sour dough Bar whi ch has nunerous shi pw eck phot os. "This neans
a lot to the commnity. And | just wanted to put it on the
record, sonme of the details about what a really good nan he was,
and a |l eader for the state,” he said.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN added that he talked to the Departnent
of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) about the fiscal
note, which is a zero fiscal note, since the DOI&F assured him
that any costs in namng the facility could be absorbed into
their budget Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
( DOT&PF) .

VICE CHAIR PRU TT reiterated the DOT&PF advises that any costs
coul d be absorbed into its current budget.

1:21:55 PM

DON KUBLEY, Captain, stated he is a vessel captain and | obbyi st
representing many Southeast conmmunities. He said that his
father, M. Wlter L. Kubley, Sr. served his country and his
state. Hs father withdrew from Wiitman Coll ege the day after

Pear| Harbor was bonbed to join the U S. Coast Guard. H s dad
later married nmy nom Fern, and started a business in Ketchikan.
H s dad spent ten years as a volunteer fire fighter for the
Ket chi kan Vol unteer Fire Departnent. Long before his dad ran
for the legislature, his dad |obbied during the territorial
days. Loggers would cone to him and asked himto share details
on issues with the territorial |egislature. H s dad and Al ec
MIller were the first |obbyists in the state. He characterized
the relationship between Alec MIler and his father as being
i ke brothers. In the territorial days Alec MIler would | obby
for Interior issues such as mning, and his father would | obby
for Southeast Al aska issues such as |ogging, fishing, and bars.
At the tinme, they were "unpaid" |obbyists. Later, after his dad
retired, Walter L. Kubley, Sr. cane out of his retirement in md
80s. At that time he had the privilege of working together with
his father as | obbyists.

1: 26: 32 PM

MR. KUBLEY related that his father was very excited at statehood
and was with several former governors, including Egan and Hi ckel
at the tine Al aska becane a state. He said, "He is in this
bui | di ng. He was a man of few words," he said. He commended
his father. He acknow edged his father would be enbarrassed but
honored by this bill. He remarked that the AVHS was i nportant
to his father, who fought tooth and nail for the ferry system
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He noted that he and his father represented many of the
Sout heast Al aska conmmunities and the AVHS was his father's top
priority. He concluded that "Dad would just be honored. He
woul d be enbarrassed. He woul d be hunbl ed. He would say he

doesn't deserve it, but he does,” he said reverently. He
t hanked Representative Johansen for introducing this bill.
"From what | hear in Ketchikan the people down there are
thrilled. | just think it's a wonderful thing to do," he also
sai d.

VICE CHAIR PRU TT, after first determ ning no one else w shed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 214.

1: 29: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ stated this is a very fitting honor to have
the ferry terminal, which is the "Gateway to Al aska" naned after
M. Walter L. Kubley, Sr. She said that he was a great nan.
She acknow edged that she previously has met with M. Kubley,
Sr. on nunerous occasions, but had the honor to attend a
Salvation Arny dinner with him shortly before he died. She
stated that during dinner she had a wonderful, engaging
conversation about Al aska politics. She said, "He truly was a
| egend and a great man and |I'mreally happy to support this.”

1: 30: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ noved to report HB 214 out of committee
wi th individual recomendations and the acconpanying zero fiscal
not e. There being no objection, HB 214 was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Comm ttee.

1: 30: 49 PM

ADJ OURNNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Transportation Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 1:30
p. m
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