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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:05:23 AM

CHAIR BOB LYNN called the House State Affairs Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:05 a.m Representatives Keller, Seaton

Pet ersen, Gruenberg, and Lynn were present at the call to order.
Representatives WIson and Johansen arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

HB 260- PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTI NG

[ During di scussion of HB 260, there was nention of HB 287.]
8:05:51 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the next order of business was HOUSE
BILL NO 260, "An Act establishing a permanent absentee voting
option for qualified voters; and providing for an effective
date."

8:06:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN, as sponsor, introduced HB 260. He
stated that the proposed |egislation would strengthen denocracy
by increasing Al askans' access to and ease of voting. He said
many people cannot get to the voting precincts on Election Day,
including soldiers, mners, North Slope workers, adults wth
disabilities, and the elderly. Representative Petersen reported
that Alaska has the fastest growing senior population in the
nati on, and studies show that anmong the nost likely to use mail -
in absentee ballots are the elderly. He indicated that voters
who are out of town during an election, living in a renote area,
or who have a physical disability benefit from the ability to
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use mail-in absentee ballots. The proposed |egislation would
allow these people to participate nore easily in their
denocr acy.

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN said currently seven states and the
District of Colunbia allow voters to apply for permanent
absent ee voter status. Nati onwi de, there has been an increased
trend in voters participating in voting early, voting absentee,
and applying for pernmanent absentee voting status in states that
allow it. He related that in 2008, one in three voters cast
hi s/ her ballot before Election Day. The nunber of voters that
wait to vote at the voting precincts has decreased over the | ast
12 years. He relayed that in 2008, 106,052 voters in Al aska
voted absentee, which was 21 percent of Alaska' s registered
vot ers. In 2010, he said, that nunber was 67, 737. He ventured
that the greater nunmber in 2008 was because that year was a
Presidential election year. Representative Petersen stated that
per manent absentee voting will not only make voting easier, but
will also nake it nore difficult to commt voter fraud, because
of the scrutiny over every ballot that is counted. Fur t her nor e,
the process would lower the operating cost of the division.

Representative Petersen said under HB 260, Alaska wll continue
to be on par with the changing trends in voting across the
country. Consideration of the proposed legislation wll

recogni ze voter sentinent in wanting the election process to be
nore convenient, while allowing the division to remain in
control and ensuring fair elections.

8:10: 40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN, in response to the chair, said the
principle difference between HB 260 and HB 287 is that HB 260
woul d al | ow voters pernmanent absentee voter status.

8:10: 56 AM

MONI CA SOQUTHWORTH, Staff, Representative Pete Petersen, Al aska
State Legislature, on behalf of Representative Petersen,
sponsor, presented the sectional analysis for HB 260, which read
as follows [original punctuation provided, with sone formatting
changes] :

Section 1 of this bill amends AS 15.07.127 by adding a
new subsection (b) that states “the director shal

mai ntain the list under (a) of this section so that

t he nanes of persons who have the status of permanent
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absent ee voters under AS 15.20.085 may be readily
identified.”

Section 2 of this bill amends AS 15.07.130(e) by
adding (b) which states that a voter who applies to
the Division of Elections for a pernanent absentee
voter status qualifies as a voter who “appears to
vote” under (b) and (d) of this section.

Section 3 Amends AS 15.20 by adding a new section
(15.20.085) that:

(a) enabl es Al askan voters to apply to the Division of
El ections for permanent absentee voting status;

(b) allows a person to provide a voter with a

per manent absentee voting application formwith a
political party or group affiliation only if that
voter is already registered with the political party
or group indicated. This paragraph also sets forth
requi renents that only the voter nmay mark the
application form indicate their choice of primary
ball ot and submt the application to the Division of
El ections on a formprescribed by the Director of the
Di vision of Elections;

(c) requires the Division of Elections to send an
absentee ballot to each voter designated as a

per manent absentee voter for each state primary,
general and special election and any other election
for which the state has the responsibility for
conducting the election; and establishes the tineline
and manner in which the ballots will be sent;

(d) requires the Director of the Division of Elections
to make change of address forns avail able for
per manent absentee voters;

(e) allows the Director of the Division of Elections
to not send an absentee ballot if the D vision has
received notice that nmail sent to an address is
undel i ver abl e;

(f) allows a permanent absent voter to cast the ball ot
under AS 15.20.081(d), which |lists persons who are
authorized to witness the casting of a ballot, and AS
15. 20. 081(e), which lists the dates by which the
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bal | ot nust be cast and the nmeans by which it nust be
returned to the Division of Elections;

(g) requires that ballots voted under this section be
revi ewed under the procedures that are established for
the review of absentee ballots in AS 15.20.201 and AS
15. 20. 203;

(h) establishes that nothing in this section prohibits
a person fromvoting early, or in person at a
precinct, or in person before an absentee voting
official, or by electronic subm ssion as provided by
AS 15.15.195, AS 15.15.198, AS 15.20.061, AS 15.20.064
and AS 15. 20. 066.

Section 4 anends AS 15.56.030(a) by making the

provi sions that govern the unlawful interference with
voting in the first degree apply to pernmanent absentee
vot i ng.

Section 5 anmends AS 15.56.035(a) by naking the

provi sions that govern the unlawful interference with
voting in the second degree apply to permanent
absent ee voti ng.

Section 6 authorizes the Director of the Division of
El ections to adopt regulations to inplenment the
changes nmade in this act.

Section 7 provides for an inmedi ate effective date for
section 6, which will allow the D vision of Elections
to adopt regulations to inplenment the changes made in
this act.

Section 8 provides for a January 1, 2013 effective
date for all other provisions of this act.

8:14:48 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON directed attention to Section 3(b) of
the sectional analysis, which states that only the voter may
mark the application form She said there are tines when a
voter is nentally capable to vote, but not physically capable to
mark the ballot on his/her own. As an exanple, she shared that
her father had anyotrophic |ateral sclerosis (ALS).
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REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN clarified that that |anguage refers to
the application for the absentee ballot not the ballot itself.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON responded that there nmay be tines
person needs to have soneone else mark his/her application, for
exanpl e, soneone w th Parkinson's.

8:17: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN in response to the chair, reiterated
that the only change proposed under HB 260 is to nake the
absent ee ball ot status permanent for those who apply for it.

8:17: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN, in response to Representative Johansen
offered his understanding that the State of Oregon has gone 100
percent to voting by mail

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN questioned how, under HB 260, a
situation would be prevented in which soneone who had signed up
for permanent absentee voting status noved to another state and
had hi s/ her absentee ball ot forwarded and submtted that ballot.

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN offered his belief that if a person
| eaves Alaska and registers to vote in another state, then
he/ she would no | onger be eligible to vote the Al aska ball ots.

CHAI R LYNN asked about a situation in which soneone noved from
Alaska to another state, but did not register in the other
st ate.

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN deferred to his staff.
8:20:49 AM

M5. SOUTHWORTH of fered her understanding that the United States
Postal Service (USPS) will not forward ballots.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN said he realizes that USPS wll not
forward ballots, but said it would be easy for sonmeone to have a
friend or relative send the ballot to the Lower 48. He
enphasi zed the inportance of ensuring the integrity of Al aska's
voting process.

8:22:48 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN, in response to Representative Keller,
said he does not recall having seen any statistics that show
that with an increased use of absentee ballots conmes an increase
in fraud.

8:23: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to Section 3(f) of the
sectional analysis, regarding persons authorized to witness the
signing of an absentee ballot, and he said the commttee dealt
with that issue conprehensively during the hearing of past
| egi sl ation. He asked if HB 260 woul d make changes related to
Wi t nessi ng.

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN offered his understanding that the
proposed bill would not change that procedure in any way.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said he would like sone clarification from
the D vision of Elections.

8:27:26 AM

GAIL FENUM AI, Director, Division of Elections, Ofice of the
Li eut enant Gover nor, responded to concerns expressed by
Representative Johansen pertaining to coments nade by Larry
Benson about the susceptibility of voting machines to hackers

in a letter to Representative Petersen, dated 1/18/12. She said
voting by mail and voting electronically are "two different
animal s." When people vote by nmail, she explained, their
ballots are returned to the division, which scans the ballots
through the sanme machine that is wused by voters in their
precincts. She stated that the division's voting equipnent is
safe and secure and thoroughly tested before and after each
election, so "voting by mail would not have an inpact on the
security of howresults are reported to the state.”

8:30:12 AM

M5. FENUM Al, in response to Chair Lynn, reported that in 2010,
45,769 registered voters applied to vote by mail, but she said
she does not know w thout researching what percentage of those
ballots were returned. She said not everyone who gets a ball ot
returns it, but a high percentage does.

8:31: 22 AM
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M5. FENUM AI, in response to a question from Representative
Keller regarding the fiscal note, said changing the status of
each registered voter who chose to apply for lifetine absentee
voting would require some enhancenents to the division's voter
regi stration system and the cost of doing so is estimated to be
$21, 000. She indicated that as a matter of due diligence, the
division would contact those who had signed up for lifetine
absentee voting, to ensure that the addresses the division has
on file are accurate, and any letters returned would let the
di vi si on know who should no | onger be on the list. That nailing
cost is anticipated to be $20, 000. In response to a follow up
guestion, she said it is unknown how nany people would take
advantage of this process if nade available. She said that when
ordering ballots, the division always anticipates a higher than
normal turnout, so she does not anticipate needing to order an
i ncreased anmount of ballots. She said there is a certain period
of time in which the division nust process ballots, and the
wor kl oad fluctuates from election to election. She stated that
she does not foresee any additional cost related to staff tine
in processing ballots.

8:34: 03 AM

M5. FENUMAI, in response to the chair, confirmed that the
absentee voter is responsible for paying for postage to mail
hi s/ her ballot back to the division.

8:34.:40 AM
M5. FENUM AI, in response to a question from Representative P.

Wl son, said the process for purging voter names from the voter
list is done annually and is outlined in statute. She said the

division used to renove people from the voter Ilist if they
failed to vote, but under the National Voter Registration Act
that is no |onger allowed. She offered further details
regarding the process, including that the division receives
notifications from other states and notifications of a voter's
deat h. She said the division |ooks at |ocal newspapers and
obi tuari es. In response to Chair Lynn, she said the division
does not always find out about Alaska residents who die out of
the state. In response to Representative P. WIson, she said
the division |looks at the on line versions of Al aska' s mgjor
newspapers. In response to Chair Lynn, she offered her

understanding that there is nothing in statute that requires
nmortuaries or funeral homes to notify the state when soneone has
di ed; however, they are responsible for getting that information
to Social Security.
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8:39: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN said any "black hole" that exists would
still exist under HB 260, because the proposed | egislation would
not change procedures.

CHAIR LYNN said the commttee discussion has gone down a rabbit
trail, wth many points of interest along the route.

8:40: 01 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON said any black hole should be
consi dered because HB 260 is proposing sonething permanent. She
expressed concern about fraud.

8:41: 37 AM

M5. FENUM AI, in response to a question from Representative
Johansen, said she feels that the division does a good job of
removi ng people from the voter rolls in accordance with federa
I aw. She expressed her wish that there was a better way to
receive notification regarding [Al askan residents] who have died
while out of the state. She said the division gets information
from vital statistics regarding deaths in the state of Al aska
and receives information from the Departnment of Corrections
(DOC) regarding people who have been convicted of felonies
involving noral turpitude, and the division inactivates their
records. She said she thinks the division does a good | ob,
based on current |aw

8:42: 33 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON explained that the reason she is
pursuing this issue is because a couple years ago in Petersburg,
Al aska, a w dow was upset that her dead husband's nanme was still
on the voter's list.

M5. FENUMAI replied that it is not a perfect system She
ventured that if funeral hones were required to report deaths to
the division as they are currently required to report them to
Soci al Security, then that woul d be of help.

CHAIR LYNN suggested that until such a law can be passed, the

division could send out a letter requesting such reporting be
done.
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8:44: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER cautioned that it wuld be easy for
someone who noves into an apartnment and finds a ballot anbng a
stack of mail addressed to previous residents to commt fraud by
voting on that ballot.

M5. FENUM Al stated that in her experience with the division
there has not been any experience of fraud in absentee voting
She said Alaska's absentee ballots require a witness, so two
peopl e woul d have to be in on the fraud.

8:45:22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG cited AS 15.56.040, which read as
foll ows:

Sec. 15.56.040. Voter m sconduct in the first degree.

(a) A person commts the «crine of voter
m sconduct in the first degree if the person

(1) votes or attenpts to vote in the nanme of
another person or in a name other than the person's
own;

(2) votes or attenpts to vote nore than once at
the same election with the intent that the person's
vote be counted nore than once;

(3) intentionally nmakes a false affidavit, swears
falsely, or falsely affirns under an oath required by
this title;

(4) knowingly votes or solicits a person to vote
after the polls are closed wth the intent that the
vote be counted.

(b) Voter msconduct in the first degree is a
cl ass C fel ony.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG cited AS 15.56. 050, which read as
foll ows:

Sec. 15.56. 050. Voter msconduct in the second
degr ee.

(a) A person commts the «crine of voter
m sconduct in the second degree if the person

(1) registers to vote without being entitled to
regi ster under AS 15.07.030;

(2) know ngly makes a material false statenent
whi |l e appl yi ng for vot er regi stration or
reregistration; or
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(3) votes or attenpts to vote in an election
after being disqualified under AS 15.05. 030.

(b) Voter msconduct in the second degree is a
cl ass A m sdeneanor.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG offered his wunderstanding that there
are no "reported decisions on this."

8:47:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER indicated that fraud would be nade easier
under the proposed legislation, and he said he would like to
know i f "any action's been taken on the |aw. "

8:49:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG returned to the aforenmentioned APW
letter, and pointed to a paragraph on the second page, which
names the percentage of votes submitted by mail in various
states. He suggested that the conmttee could find out if fraud
i ncreased in those other states.

CHAI R LYNN remarked that nost people don't take the tine to read
the statutes before commtting a crine.

8:52: 05 AM

TRAVIS LEW S, Vice President, Alaskans for Al aska, noted that he
also was the fornmer Vice Chair of the Efin Cove Nonprofit
Cor por ati on. He said in the |last election, 42 people showed up
to vote in EIfin Cove;, at least 20 admtted that they were
residents of another state. M. Lewis said it is scary to think
that sonmeone could become a pernmanent absentee voter wthout
having to live in Al aska. He gave exanples of people who don't
live in Al aska meking decisions that affect |ocals and being

given opportunities not given sone |ocals. He wurged the
committee to take a strong stand against allowing ballots to be
forwarded outside of Al aska. He stated, "If there's a way to

cheat, they wll."
8:58: 49 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said he does not think M. Lewi s's

testinmony is inconsistent with that of M. Fenum ai. He said
the forwarding of ballots is not supposed to happen.
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MR. LEWS said he has lived in EIfin Cove since 1964, and he
enphasi zed, "There's not a | ot of enforcenent at our |evel."

9: 00: 38 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked M. Lewis if his primary concern is
that people are allowed to live out of state and vote absentee,

or that he wants those people to have to apply annually.

MR. LEWS answered that he thinks it is too easy to becone a

regi stered voter in Al aska. He questioned why soneone who is
only here from May through August can have an inpact on the
| ocal politics of Al aska. He reiterated his request that the

| egislature be cautious about allowing permanent absentee
bal | ot s.

9: 04: 58 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON offered her wunderstanding that the
point M. Lewis is making is that "there are people that aren't
really residents of the state that have a voter registration
al ready"” and "can you imagine what it would be like if we say,
"Ch, well, we'll permanently do this."'?"

MR LEWS concurred.
9: 05: 58 AM

PAUL LARRY BENSON, JR., Anmerican Postal Wrkers Union (APW),
reviewed that presently people nust register yearly to be able
to vote absentee ballot by mil; under HB 260, a person would
only have to register once, provided he/she continued to vote
subsequent years. Further, he noted, HB 260 would allow a
person who was dropped from the by-mail voter [|ist, because
he/she did not vote, to reapply for permanent absentee voting
st at us. He observed that HB 260 would not allow a permanent
absentee ballot to be forwarded anywhere. He noted that current
| aw does not allow ballots to be forwarded. He said when APW
returns the ballots to the division, then that wll help clean
up the voter roll.

MR. BENSON, JR., regarding the security of ballots, said while
USPS is the means of delivery of those ballots, the United
States Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) and the Ofice of the
| nspector General (O G are the |aw enforcenent divisions of the
United States Postal Service. He stated that if there is fraud,
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those divisions will find out, because they have the highest
crimnal conviction rates of anyone.

9:08: 32 AM

MR. BENSON, JR., described the nmethod by which USPS separates
I nternal Revenue Service (IRS) tax returns, and he said ballots,
like tax returns, are highly recognizable. He related that USPS

has an on-tine delivery rating of 96-98 percent. He said the
"approval rating" in Oregon is 81 percent. He said currently
about 45,000 ballots are "going out in elections.” He ventured

that offering permanent absentee voting status would increase
t he nunber of people who chose that nethod, and he |isted sone
for whom absentee voting may be a preference, including working

parents, the elderly, and disabled people. M. Benson, Jr.,
proffered that when a ballot arrives in the mil, it is a
rem nder for the person receiving it to begin studying, which
would elimnate "in the booth" decision-naking. He further

ventured there would be a cost savings [to the division].
9:11: 00 AM

MR. BENSON, JR., regarding concern about a paper trail, said it
will not necessarily come from USPS. He remi nded the commttee
that Ms. Fenumi ai had said that conmputer hacking has not been a
probl em He relayed that 17 states use absentee voting and
voter fraud has not increased as a result.

9:12: 54 AM

MR. BENSON, JR, in response to Chair Lynn, confirnmed that he is
speaki ng on behalf of APWJ, but added that he has the authority
to speak on behalf of the national union. In response to
Representative Keller, he said the national wunion supports
absentee voting, but does not actively canpaign to get people to
vot e. He admtted that an increase in absentee voting would
nmean an increase in revenue for USPS.

9:14: 47 AM

PAT LUBY, Advocacy Director, AARP Al aska, stated that AARP
supports any means to encourage people to vote. He concurred
with the bill sponsor that older people are nost likely to use
absentee voting. He said making the process permanent will is
beneficial for older voters and would nake every el ection easier
for them
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9:16: 51 AM

JOHN HOLLAWAY, testifying on behalf of hinself, expressed
concern that a pernmanent status would take away the necessary
hurdl es of applying annually, wthout which, the voter roll my
not be accurate. Regarding forwarding of mail, he said there is
identification posted on mail that cannot be forwarded, and he
offered his understanding that the window for forwarding is 18
nont hs. He said, "... The voter registration thing that M.
Fenumai was nentioning - that item | believe, would be
forwarded to the new address, where a person could take action
to ensure that they stayed on the registration for voting. " m
not sure that there's anything in place that twill be done with
t he permanent absentee voting."

9:19:39 AM

CHAIR LYNN, after ascertaining that there was no one else who
wi shed to testify, closed public testinony.

9:20: 53 AM

M5. FENUM AI, in response to Representative Seaton, said the
proposed legislation would neither change when the division
mails out ballots nor the timng of receiving, review ng, and
counting ballots. In response to a followup question, she
said, "I did not see anything in this bill that changed the
current W tnessing requirenent of ei t her sonmeone  who's
authorized to witness an oath or one person over the age of 18."

9:22:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PETERSEN hi ghlighted |anguage on page 3, lines
13-15, which read as foll ows:

(i) 1If a voter designated as a pernmanent
absentee voter wunder this section does not vote or
appear to vote in a primary, special, or general
election for a period of four calendar years, the
director shall renove the voter's pernmanent absentee
vot er status.

9:23:38 AM
CHAI R LYNN announced that HB 260 was hel d over.

HB 287- ABSENTEE VOTI NG
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9:23:55 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the |ast order of business was HOUSE
BILL NO 287, "An Act relating to absentee voting."

9:24:19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG, as sponsor, reviewed that at the | ast
hearing of HB 287 [on 1/26/12], the comrittee had adopted an
amendnent to renove Section 1 of the original bill version. He
said there is a proposed conmittee substitute, Version 27-
LS1211\D, Bullard, 1/27/12, in the comittee packet that
reflects that anmendnent.

9:25: 07 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER nobved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS), Version 27-LS1211\D, Bullard, 1/27/12, as a
work draft.

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON objected for the purpose of discussion

9:25: 58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said Version D would renpve current
statute |anguage from the bill, because that |anguage is no
| onger necessary. He explained that current state law only

covers mlitary and overseas voters, and Version D would give
every qualified voter registered in Alaska the right to apply
for absentee voting status that would be good for four years
Each time the qualified absentee voter casts a vote, his/her
absentee ballot status would automatically be renewed for
anot her four years, in a rolling manner. He noted that the term
"overseas" is somewhat of a msnoner, because it actually
i ncl udes Al aska residents who |ive anywhere outside of Al aska.

9:29:32 AM

TED MADSEN, Staff, Representative Max G uenberg, Alaska State
Legislature, on behalf of Representative G uenberg, sponsor,
offered further information regarding the cyclical nature of the
bill. He explained that under HB 287, if a qualified absentee
voter votes in person, then the cyclical repeating system would
no | onger be valid.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG confirmed that is correct.
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9:30:43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON renoved her objection to the notion to
adopt the proposed commttee substitute (CS), Version 27-
LS1211\D, Bullard, 1/27/12, as a work draft. There being no
further objection, Version D was before the commttee.

9:31: 09 AM

GAIL FENUM AI, Director, Division of Elections, Ofice of the
Li eut enant Governor, said the division currently has an extended
ballot option for mlitary and overseas voters, and "this would
just extend that to non-mlitary and overseas voters."

9:31:46 AM

CHAIR LYNN, after ascertaining that there was no one else who
wi shed to testify, closed public testinony.

9:31:56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said [Version D] allows safeguarded
procedures to all Al askans that were up to now allowed only to
mlitary and overseas voters, and he indicated that he thinks
that is sonething that should be done.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG noted that Version D has an inmmediate
effective date, which allows the division to attenpt to
i npl enment the proposed legislation in tinme for the primry
el ecti on.

9:33:26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noved to adopt Conceptual Anendnment 1
to Version D, to draft a bill title that is as narrowy tailored
to Version D as possible.

9:33: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN obj ected to conment that in general, he
is not confortable giving broad directives to Legislative Lega
and Research Servi ces.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN r enoved hi s objection.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG offered to address the bill title in
the next commttee of referral.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN said it is the will of the commttee.

CHAIR LYNN announced that there being no further objection,
Conceptual Anmendnent 1 was adopt ed.

9: 35: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN asked for confirmation that the change
of the effective date is an option for the division rather than
a directive, because it could be possible that the division may
not be able to meke the necessary changes in tinme for the
primary el ection.

9: 36: 36 AM

M5. FENUM AI, in response to the bill sponsor, said because the
current election year has already begun and people have already
begun applying for absentee ballots, it would provide a nore
even playing field if the effective date was changed to the 2014
el ecti ons. In response to Representative Guenberg, she said

she thinks the effective date could be January 1, 2013.
9:37:19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noved to adopt Anendnent 2, to change
the effective date to 1/1/13. There being no objection,
Amendnent 2 was adopt ed.

9:38: 23 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER offered his understanding that when the
| egislature originally passed legislation to accommpdate the
mlitary, it envisioned patriots overseas risking everything for
the state. Now, he opined, that right is being extended to sone
people who are living part of the year CQutside and part of the
year in Al aska. He said the proposed |egislation extends a
right with whi ch he S not entirely confortabl e.
Not wi t hst andi ng that, he said he would not hold up the bill.

9: 39:48 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report CSHB 287, Version 27-

LS1211\D, Bullard, 1/27/12, as anended, out of comrmittee wth
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
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There being No objection, CSHB 287(STA) was reported out of
conmittee.

9:41: 07 AM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:41
a.m
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