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REPRESENTATI VE MAX GRUENBERG

Al aska State Legislature
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 129 as the prinme sponsor.

GRETCHEN STAFT, Staff

Representati ve Max G uenberg
Al aska State Legislature
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Juneau, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered a question during the hearing on
HB 129.

WARD HURLBURT, MD, Director and Chief Medical Oficer
Central Ofice

Di vision of Public Health

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 129.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:04: 04 PM

CO CHAIR STEVE THOWPSON called the House Special Committee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:04 p.m
Representatives Thonpson, Saddler, Gatto, and Mller were

present at the call to order. Representatives Lynn and G ssna
wer e excused.

HB 129- DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTI FI CATE

1: 04: 35 PM

CO CHAIR THOWSON announced that the only order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO 129, "An Act relating to providing a
death certificate for a deceased veteran w thout charge."

1: 04: 49 PM

CO-CHAIR SADDLER nobved to adopt the proposed conmttee
substitute (CS) for HB 129, Version 27-LS0450\M Bull ard,
2/17/11, as the working docunent. There being no objection,
Version Mwas before the commttee.

1: 05: 34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MAX GRUENBERG Al aska State Legislature, stated
that the proposed legislation provides a limted nunber of free
death certificates to veterans' famlies in order to allow those
who are dealing with the estate of a veteran to apply for and
obtain governmental benefits, but not for other purposes. The
| egislation is nodeled on existing Arizona |law, and will provide
addi tional assistance to famlies that are handling the affairs
of a deceased veteran. Representative Guenberg related a
personal story that illustrated the benefit of this |egislation.
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He noted that the l|egislation has advanced in previous sessions,
but "ran out of tinme,”" and he is not aware of any opposition

He called attention to the zero fiscal note and pointed out that
there will be a |oss of revenue estinmated at up to $75,000. At
the suggestion of H D. "Dan" MCrummen, MCPO, USCG (Retired),
Version M nmakes two changes: references to the Coast Guard and
Coast Guard Reserves were ontted in the CS because they are
"technically in the arnmed services," and thereby are already
included in the bill; the Alaska Arny National Guard and the
Alaska Air National Guard were elimnated in the CS, and
Nati onal Guard was substituted.

1: 11: 50 PM

CO-CHAIR SADDLER asked whether Dan MCrummen serves on the
Al aska Veterans Advi sory Council board.

1:12: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG said he was unsure. In further
response to Co-Chair Saddl er, he indicated that deat h
certificates can be obtained at a cost of $25 each for purposes
not applicable to the bill.

1:12: 58 PM
REPRESENTATI VE M LLER inquired as to how many copies could be

requested at no charge, and whether the |egislation specifies
who is qualified to request copies at no charge.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG called attention to page 2, line 22,
and sai d:
The bureau shall issue one certified copy of the death
certificate, free, to an eligible recipient. An
eligible recipi ent S defi ned on page 2,
sub[ paragraph] (A), (7)(A), lines 26 and followi ng up
to the top of page 3, so in other words, a surviving
spouse or other relative - each one could get one -
any heir, a devisee, and admnistrators, et
cetera.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG added that the estinate from the Bureau
of Vital Statistics, Departnent of Health and Social Services
(DHSS), has been revised to an average of three or four copies
per person, since these copies could only be used to apply for
government al benefits.
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1: 14: 57 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER observed the fiscal note analysis reflected
famlies have been known to request up to 40 copies, which would
increase the cost to the state.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG sai d he was unaware of any reason for a
request for 40 copies, as "there are just a few governnental
agencies that would provide benefits dependent upon a death
certificate.”

1: 15: 58 PM

GRETCHEN STAFT, Staff, Representative Max G uenberg, added that
unless 40 different weligible recipients requested a death
certificate, there would be no additional cost to the state, or
a loss of revenue, because each eligible recipient is entitled
to one certified copy.

1:16: 57 PM

CO CHAI R SADDLER asked if the death certificates were "standard-
i ssue government” certificates w thout decoration.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG i ndi cat ed yes.
1:17:13 PM

CO- CHAI R THOVPSON opened public testinony.
1:17:53 PM

WARD HURLBURT, WMD, Director and Chief Medical Oficer, Central
Ofice, Division of Public Health, Departnment of Health and
Social Services (DHSS), stated the admnistration has no
position on HB 129, and he reviewed the proposed |egislation.
The experience of his division is that the average nunber of
requests for a death certificate is 5, although the average of
3-4 requests was used in the calculation of the fiscal inpact of
the bill. He advised that requests for free certificates from
famly nenbers are projected at between 1-5, 000 per year;
furthernore, the division expects that as awareness of the
| egi sl ation heightens, the inmpact would grow and the reduction
in fees to the Bureau of Vital Statistics would be $75,000 in
Fiscal Year 2012 (FY 12), and then increase over the next five
subsequent years to $100,000 in reduced incone. Dr. Hurlburt
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cautioned that to maintain current staffing levels at the
bureau, income from general fund (GF) appropriations and fees is
necessary. He stated his significant concern that the bureau
woul d not be able to maintain its current level of service wth
the |l oss of fees unless G- appropriations balance its budget.

1: 21: 12 PM

COCHAIR SADDLER surmsed a party that requests 40 death
certificates paid for them

DR, HURLBURT answered yes. He added that the bureau does not
ask for the reason for a request.

CO- CHAI R SADDLER asked for an estimated fee schedule that would
make up for the | ost revenue.

DR. HURLBURT estinated that a fee increase of greater than $10
for non-veteran certificates would be required. He offered to
provi de the exact cal cul ati on.

1: 22: 53 PM

CO CHAIR THOMPSON, wupon determning no one else wshed to
testify, closed public testinony.

1:23:18 PM

CO CHAIR SADDLER noved to report the proposed CS for HB 129,
Version 27-LS0450\M Bullard, 2/17/11, out of conmttee wth
i ndi vidual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, CSHB 129(M.V) was reported from the
House Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

The conmmttee took a brief at-ease.

1:24:27 PM

ADJ OURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 1:24 p.m
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