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BILL: HB 33
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01/ 18/ 11 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 7/ 11
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02/ 25/ 11 (H HSS, JUD, FIN
04/ 07/ 11 (H HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR KEVI N MEYER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: I ntroduced SCR 7 as the sponsor of the
bill.

JEANNE CGERHARDT CYRUS
Ki ana, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 7.

KATE BURKHARDT, Executive Director

Advi sory Board on Al coholism & Drug Abuse

D vi si on of Behavioral Health

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SCR 7.

JANE ANN BCER, Intern

Representati ve Bob Herron

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 209 on behal f of the sponsor,
Represent ati ve Bob Herron.

EM LY NENON, Al aska CGovernnent Rel ations Director

Ameri can Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACSCAN)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 209 and HB 61

REPRESENTATI VE LI NDSEY HOLMES

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 61 as a joint prime sponsor
of the bill.

JAMES WALDO, St aff

Representati ve Li ndsey Hol nes

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented HB 61 on behalf of the joint
pri me sponsor, Representative Hol nes.

MARI E DARLI N, Coor di nat or
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AARP Capital Cty Task Force
Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 61.

DR. WARD HURLBURT, Chief Medical O ficer/Director

D vision of Public Health

Central Ofice

Department of Health and Social Services

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the discussion of
HB 61.

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced SSHB 33 as a joint prine sponsor
of the bill.

AMANDA METI VI ER, St at ewi de Coor di nat or

Faci ng Foster Care in Al aska (FFCA)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SSHB 33.

JAN RUTHERDALE, Senior Assistant Attorney Ceneral

Child Protection Section

Cvil Division (Juneau)

Depart ment of Law (DQL)

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during discussion of SSHB 33.

TRACY SPARTZ- CAMPBELL, Deputy Director

Central Ofice

Ofice of Children's Services

Department of Health and Social Services

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during discussion of SSHB 33.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:07:50 PM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Health and Social Services
St andi ng Committee neet i ng to or der at 3: 07 p. m
Representatives Keller, Kerttula, D ck Herron, and Seaton were

present at the call to order. Representative MIllett arrived as
the neeting was in progress.
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SCR 7- FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DI SORDERS DAY

3:08:13 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the first order of business would be
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7, Proclaimng Septenber 9,
2011, as Fetal Al cohol Spectrum Di sorders Awareness Day.

3:08: 40 PM

SENATOR KEVIN MEYER, Alaska State Legislature, reported that
famlies with children with FASD were recogni zed internationally
on Septenber 9, at 9:09 a.m He expl ained that FASD was caused
by pre-natal exposure to alcohol, and its effects included
permanent brain damage, birth defects, learning disabilities,
and behavioral problens. He confirnmed that Alaska had the
hi ghest known rate of FASD in the United States, although it was
totally preventable. He heralded the goal of not drinking
al cohol while pregnant.

3:12: 04 PM

JEANNE GERHARDT CYRUS shared that she was a parent of multiple
children with prenatal exposure to al cohol. She expressed her
support for SCR 7. She enphasi zed the inportance for partners

co-workers, and famlies of pregnant wonen to support sobriety
during pregnancy, as the sole cause of FASD was al cohol
exposure, which resulted in a lifelong disability. She observed
that although it was the npbst common cause of retardation, it
did not qualify for developnental disability services or special
education in the schools. She listed many of the problens to
include nental health problenms, disruptive school experience,
i nappropriate sexual behavior, and alcohol and drug problens.
She declared the best strategies to be prevention and early
i ntervention.

3:15:21 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked for the reasons that FASD kids did
not qualify for special education.

M5. CYRUS replied that diagnosis was not avail able everywhere
especially in the rural comunities, and that often there was

not awareness by the schools or the parents. She pointed out
that FASD had to be recognized, and then it was often classified
as "other health inpaired.” She recounted that nmany FASD issues

wer e behavioral, and were treated as a discipline issue.
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3:17: 32 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HERRON expressed his agreenent.
3:18:19 PM

CHAI R KELLER acknow edged the Advisory Board on Al coholism and
Drug Abuse study, "Economi c Costs of Al cohol and Oher Drugs in
Al aska, 2005 update.” [Included in nenbers' packets]

3:18: 47 PM

KATE BURKHARDT, Executive Director, Advisory Board on Al coholism
& Drug Abuse, Division of Behavioral Health, explained that the
Advisory Board was also a founding nenber of the FASD
Partnership, and that both organi zati ons supported proposed SCR
7. She declared that SCR 7 was not just about prevention, but
al so about identification of and inprovenent for those I|ives
affected by FASD. She spoke about an annual partnership event

wth the Alaska Cabaret, Hot el , Rest aur ant & Retailers
Association (CHARR), the al cohol i ndustry, and individua
al cohol retailers for distribution of educational information
and non-al coholic beverages. She applauded efforts for a

per manent decl arati on of FASD day.

3:22: 04 PM

CHAI R KELLER cl osed public testinony.

3:.22:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DI CK noved to report SCR 7 out of commttee with
i ndi vi dual recommendations. There being no objection, SCR 7 was
reported from the House Health and Social Services Standing

Commi ttee.

HB 209- | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR TOBACCO CESSATI ON

3:23: 34 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 209, "An Act requiring a health care insurer to
provi de coverage for tobacco cessation treatnent."”

JANE ANN BOER, Intern, Representative Bob Herron, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, paraphrased the sponsor statenent for HB 209:
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Tobacco dependence is a chronic and lasting condition
that negatively affects the health, productivity, and
overall well being of Al askans and their |oved ones.

Statistics show that tobacco is a |eading cause of

death in Al aska. Tobacco addiction kills nore
Al askans each year than suicide, motor  vehicle
crashes, chronic liver di sease and cirrhosis,
hom cide, and H V/ AIDS conbined. In 2007, tobacco use
cost Al askans $314 mllion in di rect nmedi cal
expenditures and an additional $177 mllion in |ost

productivity due to tobacco-rel ated deat hs.

This bill gives Al askans the resources and support
they need to end tobacco addiction. It requires
i nsurance conpanies to provide snoking cessation
prograns to aid those who wish to be free from tobacco
addiction. Wth the inplenentation of House Bill 209,
i nsurance conpanies would provide coverage for a
m ni mum of two courses of treatnment during each year.
Two courses allow for multiple attenpts for those
snokers who continue to work towards endi ng addiction.
Coverage provides for not less than four counseling
sessions in each course as well as over the counter or
proscri bed nmedi cati on approved by the USFDA.

Wi | e cover age i ncl udes bot h counsel i ng and
medi cation, counseling is not a precondition for
nmedi cation so that treatnment is flexible to persona
pr ef er ences. Data show that progr ams wher e
partici pants may tail or t reat ment to per sona
preferences and needs are the nost effective.

This bill provides the assistance nany Al askans need
to end tobacco addiction and Ilive healthy, |ong,
productive lives. The long termeffects of House Bill
209 wll be cost savings in nedical expenditures,

i ncreased productivity in the work place, |ower |ong-
term insurance costs for insurance providers, and
heal t hi er, happi er Al askans.

3:27:15 PM

M5. BCER opined that a |ack of nandates could increase costs for
insurers, as conditions not covered by insurance often go
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unchecked, and cost nore in the long term She stated that HB
209 was an inexpensive, preventative neasure for the extrenely
expensive long term addi ction to tobacco.

3:28:32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if any other states had these
progr amns.

M5. BCER replied that, of the five other states with these
progranms, O egon had shown the greatest success, with a decrease
of 26 percent.

3:29: 29 PM

CHAI R KELLER asked how nuch it would cost to quit snoking.

M5. BCER replied that the cost could range from $0.66 to $1.20
per year.

CHAI R KELLER asked specifically about the treatnents and those
costs.

3:30:10 PM

M5. BOER expl ained sone of the treatnments, which included gum
pat ches, inhal ers, nasal sprays, and | ozenges.

3:31: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DI CK asked about the rates of success.

M5. BOER, in response to Representative Dick, said that she
woul d supply those statistics. She reported that the bil
allowed for two courses, which included four counseling
sessions, to attenpt to quit.

3:31:47 PM

CHAI R KELLER asked who would be covered by this bill. He
pointed out that l|egislation had no jurisdiction over the
Enpl oyee Retirenent |Incone Security Act (ERI SA), Medicaid, or
Medi car e.

3:32: 29 PM
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M5. BOER reported that about 15 percent of state insured and 34
percent of self insured populations were snokers, but she did

not know if all the individual plans would be required to
conpl y. She shared that ERISA insurance already included
t obacco cessation treatnent. She noted that HB 209 provided

further details to the prograns.
3:33: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the bill would include the state
i nsurance and the retiree insurance policies.

M5. BCER replied that both plans were included.
3:34: 03 PM
EMLY NENON, Alaska Governnent Relations Director, Anerican

Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACSCAN), stated that
ACSCAN supported HB 209, and she directed attention to its

letter of support. [I ncluded in nenbers' packets] She shared
that each additional piece of support for tobacco cessation
increased the chances for success. She pointed out the

difficulty to quit snoking, noting that it took an average of
seven attenpts to quit permanently.

3:35:49 PM

CHAI R KELLER asked where in HB 209 coverage was declared by the
State of Al aska insurance plan. He asked to clarify that the
Legi slature had the jurisdiction over all health care pl ans.

3:36:21 PM

M5. BOER, in response, said that she would supply that
i nformation.

3:37:09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, referring to page 2, lines 2-4, asked for
t he purpose of the provision.

M5. BOER replied that this provision guaranteed that everyone
could receive the treatnment, as pre-authorization could result
in some excl usions.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, referring to page 2, lines 9-11, opined
that pre-authorization was for the know edge of the cost of co-
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paynents and deducti bl es. He asked for nore specific
information on the necessity for pre-authorization.

3:39:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA, pointing to page 1, lines 9-11, and to
page 2, lines 7-8, asked about the conflicting statenents that
coverage nust include the cost of counseling sessions, but then
later in the bill it stated that it was not required. She asked
about the program in other states, and if there were any
statistics for the success of each approach.

M5. BOER replied that the progranms varied throughout the other
five states, and that in the nodel |egislation used by HB 209,
there was the choice for either treatnent.

[ HB 209 was hel d over. ]

HB 61- ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DI RECTI VES REGQ STRY

3:40: 19 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 61, "An Act relating to a registry for advance
health care directives."

3:41: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LI NDSEY  HOLMES, Al aska State Legislature,
expl ained that HB 61 dealt with advance health care directives,

or living wills, which detailed end of I|ife and health care
wi shes, as well as designating a decision nmaker if the
i ndi vidual was not able. She offered an exanple for the
difficulties encountered when a living will was not accessible

She explained that HB 61 created a secure, voluntary, 24 hour,
on line registry for living wills, housed in the Departnment of
Heal t h and Soci al Services (DHSS), which was accessible by other
hospitals and health care facilities. She pointed out that out
of state access woul d al so be avail abl e during busi ness hours.

3:44: 02 PM
CHAI R KELLER asked how many states had i nplenented this.
REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES replied that Legislative Research had

researched a conpany to set this up nore efficiently and |ess
costly than DHSS.
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REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES, in response to Chair Keller, said that
the initial set up cost would be $194,800; in subsequent years,
the cost would be $82,400 for a part tine enployee and the cost
of the on line registry.

3:45: 33 PM

JAMES WALDO, Staff, Representative Lindsey Hol nes, Alaska State
Legislature, shared that Legislative Research did prepare a
report on the advanced health care directives and registries of
various states. He reported that seven states already
participated or had central state registries.

3:46: 53 PM

MR. WALDO, directing attention to Section 1 of HB 61, said that
it protected health care facilities against liability for
accessing or not accessing the registry. He noved on to Section
2, which dictated into statute how the registry would work. He

reported that each subsection explained a piece of the bill: (a)
created the authorization for the registry within DHSS;, (b)
established that it was voluntary; (c) reiterated the

confidentiality to the hospitals in the state; (d) discussed its
availability on line within the state; (e) clarified the [egal
paraneters; (f) addressed the renpval of a directive from the
registry; whereas (h) stated that a fee could be charged for
filing a directive, but not for renoving it; (g) clarified that
filing the directive or not filing it, did not affect the
validity of a directive; (1) authorized DHSS to wite
regul ations to protect the cyber-security of the registry; (j)
identified who could access a directive: (k) exenpted DHSS from
ltability; and (lI) contained definitions for terns used wthin
the bill.

3:52:04 PM

CHAI R KELLER asked for clarification to page 2, lines 3-4.

MR. WALDO replied that this referred to one individual, not two.
He pointed to lines 12-13, which defined sonmeone other than the
i ndi vi dual .

3:54: 03 PM

CHAI R KELLER, referring to page 2, lines 14 and 15, asked if
this should be nore specific.
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3:55:24 PM

MR. WALDO replied that it required that the request nust cone
from the facility where the individual was a patient, and nost
likely, the patient's doctor would request the directive.

3:56: 04 PM

CHAI R KELLER, referring to subsection (c) on page 2, l|lines 5-8,
asked for clarity to the word "use."

3:57:32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATQN, directing attention to page 3, lines 7-8,
asked to clarify that the fee would not be any greater than its
cost to the departnent.

3:58: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES replied that the departnent was not
required to charge a fee but that it was allowed. The fee could
not exceed the actual administrative cost, as the intent was to
keep the cost | ow.

3:58:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked about the costs incurred by other
st at es.

3:59: 05 PM

MR. WALDO replied that three of the seven states participated in
a national data base, which was significantly nore expensive
and that the Arizona centralized registry was nore conprehensive
than the one proposed in HB 61

4:00: 26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, noting that the information form would be
scanned into the registry, asked to verify that DHSS was not
responsi bl e for checking the validity of the information.

MR. WALDO agr eed.

4:01:36 PM
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MARI E DARLIN, Coordinator, AARP Capital City Task Force,
testified in support of HB 61. She stated that this was the
next necessary step for the access to advance directives. She
poi nted out that some hospitals had joined a registry group, as
a way for other hospitals to access your records. She opi ned
that HB 61 had covered all the points for concern.

4:04:53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked to clarify that Bartlett Hospita
could release the advance directive to any hospital in the
nati on.

MS. DARLIN offered her belief that Bartlett Hospital would place
your advance directive on this national registry.

4:06: 00 PM

CHAI R KELLER asked how many national registers there were, and
i f AARP sponsored a registry.

4:06: 53 PM

M5. DARLIN, in response to Representative Herron, said that AARP
had worked hard to get the advanced directives into statute.

4:07:34 PM

M5. NENON testified in support of HB 61. She shared a persona
story of her father and his problenms of advance directives
W t hout registries.

4:10: 58 PM

DR. WARD HURLBURT, Chief Medical Oficer/Drector, D vision of
Public Health, Central Ofice, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services, said that the administration did not have a position
on the bill. He opined, as a Public Health clinician, that
everyone should have a living wll.

4:11:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked how nany hospitals inquired whether
a patient had a living will on file.

DR. HURLBURT replied that he did not know that specific for
Al aska. He offered his belief that every hospital should ask
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that question, but that even with this legislation the question
m ght not be asked. He pointed to this as a failing of the
health care system

4:13: 24 PM

CHAIR KELLER remarked that all the necessary fornms were
avai l able in the statute.

DR. HURLBURT rem nded the commttee that the ethical default was
to keep people alive, although the result of that could
soneti mes be tragic.

4:14: 55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked the bill sponsor to survey for the
default position of the individual hospitals regarding Iliving
wills,

4:15: 47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT reflected that end of life issues were
very difficult and enotional decisions. She opined that the
registry offered support for these deci sions.

[HB 61 was hel d over. ]

HB 33- FOSTER CARE LI CENSI NG STATE CUSTODY

4:16: 34 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the final order of business would be
SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO 33, "An Act relating to
the procedures and jurisdiction of the Departnent of Health and
Social Services for the care of children who are in state
custody; relating to court jurisdiction and findings pertaining
to children who are in state custody; and nodifying the
licensing requirenents for foster care.”

4:17:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, Alaska State Legislature, explained
that SSHB 33 did not have a fiscal note, and that the Departnent
of Health and Social Services (DHSS) had worked closely with the
joint prime sponsors on the |anguage of the bill. Directing
attention to the proposed anendnent [Included in nenbers'
packets], he confirmed its request by the Departnent of Law
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(DAL) as there had been technical changes to prior foster care
| egi sl ati on. He established that SSHB 33 <created the
presunption that siblings live together, with a requirenent for
case worker explanation and supervisorial agreenment to allow
otherwi se. Reflecting on the rural code requirenents for foster
care housing, he shared that those requirenents not in federal
| aw could be waived if it was in the best interest of the child
and the hone was safe. He endorsed a goal of foster care for

per manency, to get children into a permanent hone. He opi ned
that the DHSS would "give up on permanency sonetines.” He
confirmed that SBHB33 stated: "unless there's a conpelling
reason, you have to keep looking for a permanent for a child
You can't just give up and say we'll put you in bounce able
foster care.”" He defined APPLA to be "another planned permanent
living arrangenent,” and explained it to be the act of giving up
on finding permanent placenment for a child. He stressed that
this was not acceptable wthout a conpelling reason. He
anal yzed the last provision of the bill, requiring that at | east

30 days notice be given to the youth and the guardian ad litem
for transfer out of foster care, unless agreenent by all the
parties. He explained the various post foster care benefits
which included assistance for <college tuition, work force
training, and rent.

4:22:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA shared that the Director of the Ofice of
Children's Services (OCS) had recently witten in a newsletter
t hat DHSS used APPLA too nuch

CHAI R KELLER asked if the APPLA definition was included in SSHB
33.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied that the definition was included in
t he proposed anmendnent on page 4, |ine 24.

4:24:16 PM

CHAIR KELLER reflected that it was "an alternative to permnent
pl acenent with an adult famly nenber, and an alternative to
reuni fication, adoption, and |egal guardianship.” He asked if a
living arrangenment could be nore than "a nom and a dad,
siblings..."

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied that APPLA sinply neant Kkeeping
soneone in foster care with no guarantee of not being noved to
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anot her hone. He stated that the goal was for parent or
guar di an per nanence.

4:25:10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked to clarify that children had
foster care termnated with no noti ce.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA observed that although DHSS tried to avoid
it, cases existed of children receiving notice one day prior to
the end of foster care. He endorsed a statute which required
DHSS and OCS to do better.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA offered her belief that this change was
necessary.

4:26: 24 PM

AMANDA METIVIER, Statew de Coordinator, Facing Foster Care in
Al aska (FFCA), responding to questions regarding APPLA, stated
that this was supportive of long term foster care. She pointed
out that SSHB 33 would restrict the use of APPLA, so that youth
would not "age out" and the search for permanency would never

st op. She stressed the never ending need for famly. She
highlighted the difficulties that arose with a release from
custody w thout notice. She spoke about the need to keep

si bl i ngs toget her.
4:30: 57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA, referring to the termnation of foster
care, asked if there was a requirenment to give notice, or if OCS
had failed to give noti ce.

M5. METIVIER replied that OCS was supposed to give notice to al
parties, but she was unsure of the lead tine required. She
agreed that it could be difficult to contact youth, as they were
nobi | e.

4:32:33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA noved to adopt Anmendnment 1, |abeled 27-
LS0203\E. 1, M schel, 4/6/11, which read:

Page 3, line 6, follow ng "bl ood":

Insert ", marriage, or adoption”
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Page 3, lines 16 - 17:

Delete "[AN] additional one-year periods [PERI OD]
of supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age that do not
ext end beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued”

Insert "an additional one-year period of custody
or supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age and
additional one-year periods of custody that do not
extend beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued
cust ody or"

Page 3, line 20:
Del ete "m nor"
Insert "child [MNOR]"

Page 4, lines 3 - b&:

Delete "[AN] additional one-year periods [PERI OD]
of supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age that do not
ext end beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued”

Insert "an additional one-year period of custody
or supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age and
additional one-year periods of custody that do not
extend beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued
cust ody or"

Page 4, line 8, follow ng "placed":
Insert "in the custody or"

Page 4, lines 10 - 12:

Delete "[AN] additional one-year periods [PERI OD]
of supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age that do not
extend beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued"

Insert "an additional one-year period of custody
or supervision past [AGE] 19 years of age and
additional one-year periods of custody that do not
extend beyond the person's 21st birthday if continued
cust ody or"

Page 4, line 31, following "recomend":
Insert "to the court”

Page 5, following line 1:
Insert "(1) the child is 16 years of age or
ol der;"

Renunber the foll ow ng paragraphs accordingly.

Page 5, Iline 3, following "child;"
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| nsert "and"

Page 5, line 8:
Delete "; and"
| nsert "."

Page 5, lines 9 - 10:
Delete all material.

Page 5, lines 11 - 12:
Del ete "who is under 19 years of age"

Page 5, line 12, follow ng "departnent":
Insert ", before the date custody is ordered to

end,

Page 5, line 13, following "child":
Insert ", if the child is over 16 years of age
and avail able,"

Page 5, line 14:

Del ete "petition for release is filed"

Insert "notion for release is filed, unless the
parties agree to a shorter notice period"

Page 5, line 15:
Del ete "petition with the court for term nation”
Insert "notion with the court for rel ease"

Page 5, line 16:
Del ete "and rel ease"

Page 5, followng line 19:

I nsert a new subsection to read:

"(r) When custody of a child who has been
commtted to the custody of the departnent is due to
expire, the departnment shall file a notice of release
with the court 30 days before the date of release
unless the parties agree to a shorter notice period

and distribute the notice to the parties, including
the child if the child is 16 years of age or ol der and
avai | abl e."

Rel etter the follow ng subsections accordingly.

Page 5, lines 20 - 21:

HOUSE HSS COW TTEE - 18- April 7, 2011



Delete "all reasonable efforts to place siblings
who are in the custody of the department in the sane
pl acenent "

I nsert "reasonable efforts to place siblings in
the sane placenent if the siblings are residing in the
sane honme when taken into the custody of the
depart nment”

Page 5, line 22:
Del ete "state or regional director of"
| nsert "case supervisor for"

Page 5, lines 23 - 24:
Delete "provide a witten explanation in the file

of
| nsert "docunment in the file"

Page 5, line 26, follow ng "bl ood":
I nsert ", adoption,"

Page 5, line 30:
Delete "is nore than 15 years of age and”

Page 6, line 4:
Delete ";"
| nsert "."

Page 6, lines 5 - 6:
Delete all material.

Page 6, following |line 6:
I nsert a new subsection to read:

"(u) In this section, "another planned pernmanent
l[iving arrangenent " means a per manent living
arrangenent for a child who is commtted to the
custody of the departnment wunder AS 47.10.080(c)(1)
that is an alternative to permanent placement with an
adult famly nenber, and to reunification, adoption,
and | egal guardi anship."”

Page 6, lines 8 - 9:
Del ete "ensure that"
| nsert "streanline"

Page 6, lines 10 - 11
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Delete "is not unduly conplex and is as short and
straightforward as necessary to protect a child s best
i nterests”

Insert "to the extent consistent wth federal
| aw'

Page 6, lines 15 - 17:
Delete all material.

Renunber the foll ow ng paragraphs accordingly.
There being no objection, it was so ordered.
4:34: 34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE =~ KERTTULA, aski ng about t he process for
termnation of foster care, requested assurance that it did not
happen on a nmonent's noti ce.

JAN RUTHERDALE, Senior Assistant Attorney GCeneral, Child
Protection Section, Civil Division (Juneau), explained that a
child can |eave the system at 18 years of age, if the term of
custody had ended or a notion to be let out early was filed.
She pointed out that the bill addressed the end of custody
provision, and required that notice be given. She offered her
belief that nore of the surprises occurred when the term of
custody expired, as only the court could end custody early. She
declared that DHSS was required by statute to notify the foster
parents, but that SSHB 33 also required notification to an ol der
child, if they were avail able. She confirmed that, in Juneau,
the local practice was for notification of the end of the term
for custody to be sent 30 days in advance to both the parties
and the courts. She declared that the bill would nmake this a
state-w de practi ce.

4:38:21 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked the reasons for different |engths of
cust ody.

M5. RUTHERDALE explained that the term of custody could only be
for two years, and then up to one year for each extension. She
pointed out that, as a term of custody could often begin md-
year of a child's chronol ogical age, the custody could then | ast
beyond t he age of 18.

4:39:40 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the normal procedure was based on
cal endar year extensions and not on age of the child.

M5. RUTHERDALE replied that it could vary, though always for the
best interest of the child.

4:40: 19 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if the "best practice" was defined
as 30 days.

M5. RUTHERDALE replied that the actual notice was nore than 30
days to allow tine for notion and possible opposition, so that
it was actually closer to 60 days.

4:41: 09 PM

TRACY SPARTZ- CAMPBELL, Deputy Director, Central Ofice, Ofice
of Children's Services, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services, in response to Chair Keller, said that about 1200
children were in foster care in Al aska. She opi ned that about
100 of them were over the age of 18.

CHAI R KELLER, reflecting on children over 18 years but under 21
years of age, pondered the anount of |oving adult supervision.

4:42: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked for the percentage of foster care
kids in foster hones.

M5. SPARTZ- CAMPBELL replied that nost of them if in custody,
would be in sonme type of placenent. In response to
Representative Kerttula, she confirmed that there were hundreds
and hundreds of foster hones.

[ SSHB 33 was hel d over.]

4:42: 48 PM

ADJ OURNMENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Health and Social Services Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 4:42 p. m
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