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PREVI QUS COWMM TTEE ACTI ON

No previous action to record

W TNESS REG STER

ALI SON ELCEE, Assistant Conmi ssioner

Central Ofice

Fi nance and Managenent Services

Department of Health and Social Services

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented a PowerPoint overview of the
Department of Health and Social Services.

BARBARA HENJUM Di rect or

Di vision of Juvenile Justice

Depart nent of Health and Social Services

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the Departnent of
Heal t h and Soci al Services overview.

DUANE MAYES, Director

Central Ofice

D vision of Senior and Disabilities Services

Departnent of Health and Social Services

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the Departnent of
Heal th and Soci al Services overview.

ANDI NATI ONS, Executive Director

St at ewi de | ndependent Living Council of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented a PowerPoint, "An Overview of The
Al askan | ndependent Living Network" and answered questions about
t he council .

COURTNEY WESTBERG, Advocat e/ Consumer
Anchor age, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions during the
Al aska St atew de | ndependent Living Council presentation.

JOYANNA GElI SLER, Executive Director

Kenai Peninsula CL

Honer, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions during the
Al aska St atew de | ndependent Living Council presentation.

ELI ZABETH LEE, Advocat e/ Consumer

Yukon Kuskokwi m Heal t h Cor porati on

Bet hel , Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions during the
Al aska St atew de | ndependent Living Council presentation.

M LLI E RYAN, Executive Director

Governor's Council on Disabilities & Special Education

Di vision of Senior and Disabilities Services

Department of Health and Social Services

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented a PowerPoint and answered
questions on Disabilities and Speci al Educati on.

KATE BURKHART, Executive Director

St at ewi de Sui ci de Preventi on Counci l

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions during a
presentation on the Statew de Suicide Prevention Council (SSPC).

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
3:01:52 PM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the joint neeting of the House and
Senate Health and Social Services Standing Commttees to order
at 3:01 p.m Representatives Keller, Mllett, MIler, and D ck,
and Senators Davis, Ellis, Egan and Meyer were present at the
call to order. Representati ves Herron, Seaton, and Ci ssna, and
Senat or Dyson arrived as the neeting was in progress.

[Chair Keller passed the gavel to Chair Davis.]

OVERVI EW'S):  DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCI AL SERVI CES

3:03: 08 PM
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CHAI R DAVI S announced that the first order of business would be
the continuation from the neeting of January 27, 2011, of the
Overview by the Departnment of Health and Social Services.

3:04:49 PM

ALl SON ELCEE, Assistant Comm ssioner, Central Ofice, Finance
and Managenent Services, Departnment of Health and Socia
Services, continued with the PowerPoint, "2011 Al aska Depart nent
of Health and Social Services Overview," [Included in nenbers'
packets] and spoke about "Health Care Services," slide 7. She
reported that the Division of Health Care Services enployed 134
staff, and managed the majority of the Medicaid program She
pointed out that the division provided the rate reviews and the

systens maintenance for all the Medicaid facilities, and it
managed the contract for the third party payer which processed
all the Medicaid claim paynents. She listed sone of its
chal | enges: mai ntai ning sufficient provider enrollnment to neet

the program needs wth reasonable rates, and setting the
provider paynent rates to encourage provider participation
wi t hout conpensating for services at rates higher than

necessary. She declared that Health Care Services was working
to develop a strong tribal health system She directed
attention to the big effort for conpletion of the Medicaid
managenent information system She established that federal

conpliance and program requirenents were stricter than ever.
She introduced Kinberli Poppe-Smart, Director of the D vision of
Heal th Care Services

3:08:11 PM

M5. ELCEE, referring to slide 8, "Juvenile Justice", reported
that the division had 479 staff, wth 8 youth detention
facilities and 16 juvenile probation offices. She enphasi zed
the constant struggle with recruitnent, and noted a concern for
retention for senior nmanagenent positions. She shared the
success for keeping nore juvenile offenders out of the
i nstitutions. She reported on efforts to understand and reduce
recidivism wth an enphasis on strengthening famlies.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked about t he difficulties wth
recruitnent.

M5. ELCEE replied that workforce retention and recruitnent was

often location specific, and was especially acute in the health
pr of essi ons.
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BARBARA HENJUM Di rector, Division of Juvenile Justice,
Departnment of Health and Social Services, replied that there
were different issues in statew de recruitnent. She pointed to
t he successes with using video recruitnent.

3:12: 47 PM

M5. ELCEE directed attention to slide 9, "Public Assistance.”
She reported that the Division of Public Assistance had 535 full
time staff, primarily eligibility technicians for public
assi stance prograns, wth 15 full service field offices, serving
nore than 174,000 clients. She listed the eligibility prograns
to include: Medi cai d, seni or benefi t program heati ng
assi stance, food stanps, and tenporary assistance. She stated
that the divisional challenge was to neet the increasing
caseloads with the existing resources. She spoke about the
change in the business process to a nethodology called "Lean",
and she touted its success. She projected changes for the
eligibility work when the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act was i npl enent ed.

3:16:17 PM

CHAIR DAVIS asked if there was any federal noney to pay for a
new system to inplenment the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act.

MS. ELCGEE expressed hope for a 90 percent federal paynent for
that portion of the system which was directly attributable to
Medicaid eligibility.

3:17: 20 PM
M5. ELCEE addressed the next slide, "Senior & Disability

Services," (slide 10) and stated that the division managed four
Medi caid wai ver prograns, which served 4800 people. She listed

the four waiver prograns: children with conplex nedical
conditions, adults with physical disabilities, older Al askans,
and devel opnental disabilities. She spoke about the Adult

Protective Services program She pointed out the various other
prograns which were adm nistered through the Division of Senior
and Disabilities Services. She stated that the biggest
challenge was for neeting the corrective action plan by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CV5).

3:19:48 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA offered her belief that the D vision of
Senior and Disabilities Services had endured a nunber of crises
over the years. She reflected on the lack of a long term pl an.

3:22:23 PM

DUANE MAYES, Director, Central Ofice, Division of Senior and
Disabilities Services, Departnent of Health and Social Services,
replied that the Comm ssion on Aging was actively developing a
five year plan. He lauded the new |eadership for noving the
departnent in the right direction.

3:23:59 PM

ACTI NG COW SSI ONER STREUR reflected that the Division of Senior
and Disabilities Services had earlier been in a crisis to
provi de service wthout the resources, but that recently the CMS
director had stated that the division was now a npdel waiver
progr am He spoke of the need for not only a plan, but for a
"doi ng. "

3:25:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA expressed her concern for the seniors in
her comunity. She enphasized the need for seniors to feel
safe, healthy, and confident. She asked to be notified of the

pl anni ng resul ts.
3:26:21 PM

CHAIR DAVI S asked about if there were any recommended changes to
t he wai vers which were up for reauthorization.

ACTING COWM SSI ONER STREUR replied that he would address this
| ater.

ALASKA STATEW DE | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG COUNCI L

3:29:19 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced that the next order of business would be a
presentation by the Al aska Statew de | ndependent Living Council.

3:30: 28 PM

ANDI NATI ONS, Executive Director, Statew de I|ndependent Living
Council of Al aska, presented a PowerPoint entitled "An Overview
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of The Al askan | ndependent Living Network"” [Included in menbers
packets] and introduced the other nenbers of the council.

3:31: 27 PM

COURTNEY WESTBERG  Advocate/ Consuner, directed attention to
slide 1, "Independent Living Philosophy," and stat ed:

Al'l Al askans, regardless of disability, should have
cont rol over their life choi ces and their
i ndependence. They should be able to decide what they
need and determ ne what is best for thenselves.

She offered her belief that "disability is a natural part of the
life experience.” She shared her experiences as a provider to
people with disabilities. She stated that the independent
living novenment was a Jlocal grass roots novenent to give
individuals the right and responsibilities to nake the choices
t hey deened best for thensel ves.

3:33:23 PM

JOYANNA CEl SLER, Executive Director, Kenai Peninsula ClL,
pointed to slide 2, "Vital Conponents of the I|ndependent Living
Phi | osophy."” She stated:

If we live long enough, we will each of us experience
a disability in our lives. So, while our services are
for people, specifically for people and famlies with
disabilities, we know that the entire community in
which we provide services can also benefit from our
servi ces.

She described a successful systens advocacy venture with a | ocal
cab conmpany for expanding its fleet to include |ift equipped
m ni vans.

3:35: 20 PM

ELI ZABETH  LEE, Advocat e/ Consuner, Yukon  Kuskokwim Health
Corporation, referenced slide 3, "Alaskan Independent Living
Partners,” and Ilisted the many partners wrking wth the
counci | . She described slide 4, "Al aska Statew de |ndependent

Living Council (SILC)," and explained that SILC was established
as a non-profit by the Rehabilitation Act of 1992. She read the
SILC m ssion: "To ensure that Alaskans with disabilities live
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i ndependently and are fully integrated into the nainstream of
society."

3:36:26 PM

M5 WESTBERG noved on to slide 5, "Alaska SILC Conposition and
Responsibilities,” and explained that the nenbers were appointed
by the Governor. She established that the min goals and
responsibilities of the board nenbers were: "to devel op,
i npl enent, and evaluate the State Plan for |ndependent Living...
as well as to expand and inprove the IL network across the whol e
state of Al aska."

3:37:10 PM

M5. CEI SLER described slide 6, "Alaskan Centers for |ndependent
Living," and shared that these centers were the organizations
which provided service to the people and famlies wth
di sabilities. She Ilisted the centers: Access Alaska in
Sout hcentral , Sout hwest the Aleutians, and the Interior
regi ons; Sout heast Alaska |ndependent Living Center (SAIL) in
t he Sout heast region; Independent Living Center (ILC) in Kena
Peni nsul a, Kodi ak I|sland and Val dez/ Cordova areas; and, Arctic
Assess in None and the Northwest Arctic Borough. She noved on
to slide 7, which depicted a map of the "Regional Service
Areas."

3:38:49 PM

M5. GEISLER indicated slide 8, "Each Center for |ndependent
Living," and said that each center was a unique, non-profit
organi zation. She shared that the majority of board nenbers and
staff have disabilities. She announced that "any body of any
age with any disability" was eligible for these services.

3:41: 07 PM

M5. NATIONS referred to slide 9, "Each Center for |ndependent
Living Ofers Five Core Services," and announced that Al aska had
added a fifth core service. She shared that information and
referral were the first service an individual would receive when
they entered an independent |iving center. She spoke about the
support groups, and the peer counseling. She expressed the need
for individual and systens advocacy. She declared that
i ndependent living skills were vital to living on your own. She
decl ared that deinstitutionalization was the core of independent
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living, as people could stay in their own hone and their own
comunity.

3:44: 41 PM

MS. CElI SLER reported that all of the centers offered technol ogy,
slide 10, "Assistive Technol ogy,” which included canes, walkers,
and wheel chairs. She gave sonme exanples of vari ous
t echnol ogi es. She mved on to slide 11, "Centers for
| ndependent Living," and spoke about the |isted services, which
i ncluded housing, transportation, health care, and financial
assi st ance.

3:49: 57 PM
M5. NATIONS offered slide 12, "lIndependent Living Partners,”
stated that the "centers for independent living are nuch nore

than providing direct service, they are providing connections,"”
and pointed to the list of agencies, which included the Al aska
Deaf Council, AgeNet, and the Al aska Mobility Coalition.

GOVERNOR' S COUNCI L ON DI SABI LI TI ES & SPECI AL _EDUCATI ON

3:52: 02 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced that the next order of business would be a
presentation by the Governor's Council on Disabilities & Specia
Educat i on.

3:54:10 PM

MLLIE RYAN, Executive Director, Governor's Counci | on
Disabilities & Special Education, Division of Senior and
Disabilities Services, Departnent of Health and Social Services,
presented a Power Point, "Overview Governor's  Council on
Disabilities & Special Education [Included in nenbers' packets].
She presented slide 1, "Council Mssion," and stated that the
m ssion was "to create change that inproves the lives of people

with disabilities.™ She shared that the council was not a
direct service provider, but it gathered service providers to
neet the needs. She pointed out that the council worked with

the service providers to find better ways to do business, and it
advocat ed for needed changes.

3:55:16 PM
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M5. RYAN referenced slide 2, "Council Menbers," and stated that
the council had 27 nmenbers, who were appointed by the governor.
She noted that 60 percent of the nenbers were individuals wth
disabilities or famly nenbers of individuals with disabilities.
She shar ed t hat t he remai nder of t he menber s wer e
representatives fromstate agencies.

3:56:14 PM

IVB. RYAN directed attention to slide 3, " Counci
Responsibilities,” and described its five roles: St ate Counci
on Devel opmental Disabilities, State Advisory Panel on Speci al
Education, State Interagency Council on Infants and Toddlers
with Dsabilities, Governing Board of the Special Education
Service Agency (SESA), and the Beneficiary Board of the Al aska
Mental Health Trust Authority. She noted that Al aska was the
only state to integrate all of these into one council, which,
she opined, was very efficient.

3:58: 53 PM

M5. RYAN identified slide 4, "Tools Used to Achieve Mssion,"
and described the activities of the council, which included
gathering community and stakehol der input, conducting research
and data gathering, and providing testinmony about how
legislation will inpact people with disabilities. She revi ewed
slide 5, slide 6, and slide 7, "Exanple of Council in Action,”
and gave an exanple of how the council operated, which included
listening to public testinmony, convening an ad hoc commttee,
researching work done in other states, and putting the
recommendations into an initiative.

4:02: 36 PM

M5. RYAN observed that slide 8, "Nunmber of AARC Wb Site Page
Views by Fiscal Year," reflected the rapid increase for web site
viewings in the last tw years.

4:03:17 PM

M5. RYAN furnished slide 9, "Nunmber of Board Certified Behavior
Anal ysts (BCBAs) Practicing in Alaska," which depicted the
proj ected increase in BCBAs because the |egislature had invested
in training.

4:04:59 PM
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M5. RYAN reported on slide 10, "Conplex Behaviors Hub,"” and
stated that Al aska had 11 individuals currently living in out-
of -state institutions for developnental disabilities. She
shared that the Council had reconmended establishing a conplex
behavi ors hub which would provide conprehensive diagnostic and
testing capacity, individualized triage services, technica
assistance to providers, and case-specific consultation and
trai ning services.

4:06:51 PM

M5. RYAN confirnmed that the Council was the governing board for
the Special Education Service Agency (SESA), as noted on slide
11 and slide 12, "Special Education Service Agency." She shared
the two policy recomendations from the Council: renove the
sunset provisions from the SESA statute, and change the funding
formul a for SESA

4:08: 22 PM

M5. RYAN noved on to slide 13, "2010 Harris Poll Findings,"” and
detailed the national poll which had conpared people wth and
wi thout disabilities. She directed attention to the differences
for enploynent, socializing, and access to health care. She
stated that this would influence the Council's new state plan.

4:09:17 PM

M5. RYAN reflected on slide 14, "Upcoming Challenges,"” and
enphasi zed the challenge for developing actions and policies
that would inprove the lives of thousands of Alaskans wth
di sabilities. She stressed that Alaskans wth disabilities
needed to be properly equipped wth tools, skills and
opportunities to successfully live the sanme everyday |ives as
ot her Al askans.

4:09:42 PM

SENATOR MEYER asked who a constituent would call for help if
t hey had needs which were not being net.

M5. RYAN replied that the Council, the Stone Soup G oup, or the
Disability Law Center of Al aska could be contacted.

4:10: 41 PM
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M5. RYAN, in response to Representative Herron, explained that
the career exploration day was an opportunity for youth wth
disabilities to shadow workers in careers which interested them
She expressed her desire for this to be a state-wde
opportunity.

4:11:42 PM

M5. RYAN, in response to Representative Herron, pointed to the
lack of available services in rural A aska, and noted the
establishment of an ad hoc commttee. She shared that the
conmittee plan was focused on technology, training, and
transitions fromschool to adult life.

GOVERNOR S STATEW DE SUI Cl DE PREVENTI ON COUNCI L

4:13: 13 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced that the final order of business would be
a presentation by the Statew de Suicide Prevention Council.

4:14: 07 PM

KATE BURKHART, Executive Director, Statew de Suicide Prevention
Council, gave a brief history of the SSPC, and an update on its
nost recent conference. She reported that the SSPC was

established in 2001, in response to a need for solutions and for
support to communities experiencing a high rate of suicide. She
listed the 12 voting nenbers and the 4 non-voting nenbers. She
poi nted out that SPCC was an advisory council to the legislature
and the governor:

To advise with respect to actions to inprove health
and wel | ness for Al askans around the state by reducing
sui cide; to broaden awareness of suicide and the risk
factors that lead up to it; to enhance suicide
prevention services and prograns throughout the state;
to develop healthy comunities through conprehensive,
col | aborati ve; comuni t y- based and faith based
approaches; to develop and inplement a statew de
suicide prevention plan; and to strengthen existing
and build new partnershi ps between public and private
entities to advance suicide prevention efforts in the
state.
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She reported that the council had nmet in Dillingham Anchorage,
Fai r banks, Kotzebue, Juneau, and Toksook Bay. She reported that
the Statewide Suicide Prevention Summt, whi ch included
partnerships with many private and public agencies, was the
first time that the state and tribal suicide prevention systens
had cone together, wth a priority of listening to diverse
groups of people.

4.22:48 PM

M5. BURKHART decl ared that "people engaged in suicide prevention
f eel al one. " She reported that the SSPC prioritized
connections, in order to better inprove comunications anong

groups and resources. She el aborated on the rapid formation of
a Ketchi kan based suicide prevention group with the support and
mentoring from other groups. She noted that Alaska Children's
Services in Anchorage had partnered with the Alaska State
Troopers to ensure that the Troopers received special prevention
and intervention training. She shared that the Al aska Nationa
Guard had worked w th Southeast Alaska communities to teach
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST), another
prevention and intervention nodel.

4:25:42 PM

M5. BURKHART pointed out that a big achievenment for the counci
was the increased openness and willingness to tal k about suicide
in Al aska. She observed that this was the first SSPC

presentation to the Al aska State Legislature. She declared that
there was now a greater |evel of confort for sharing ideas.

4:27:40 PM

M5. BURKHART stated that SSPC had transitioned to a new
strategic focus: prioritizing the coordination of efforts for
connections and partnerships; focusing on nmaintenance of open
di al ogue through nedia and awareness; offering training of the
necessary skills and tools to identify and intervene
appropriately; and inproving prevention progranmm ng. She
enphasi zed that the statewide suicide prevention plan also
needed to be updated. She affirned the inportance of the SSPC
central nessage that "every person's |life has value."

4:32:37 PM

[CHAIR DAVI S returned the gavel to Chair Keller.]
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4:34:03 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Health and Social Services Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 4:34 p.m
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