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W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE MARK NEUMAN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HCR 25, as the prinme sponsor of
t he resol ution.

LI SA EVANS, Assistant Director

Di vi sion of Sport Fish

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 25.

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 332 as the prine sponsor of
the bill.

KAREN G LLI'S, Executive Director

Bering Sea Fishernmen's Associ ation

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

JOHN STARKY

Associ ation of Village Council Presidents

Bet hel , Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during discussion of HB 332.

ROSE FOSDI CK, Vice President

Nat ural Resources

Kawer ak | ncor por at ed

None, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

STAN ZURAY

Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association

Tanana, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

FRI TZ JOHNSON, Regi onal Fisheries Coordi nator
Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnent Cor poration
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Di|li ngham Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

JOSEPH FAI TH
DI Iingham Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

TI' M ANDREWS

Associ ation of Village Council Presidents (AVCP)

Bet hel , Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

GERRY MCCUNE, Lobbyi st

Cordova District Fishernmen United

Cordova, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 332.

ERI C VOLK, Chief of Research for Anadronpbus Fisheries

Di vi sion of Commercial Fisheries

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during discussion of HB 332.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
5:04: 08 PM

CHAIR STEVE THOWPSON called the House Special Committee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 5:04 p.m Represent ati ves
Thonpson, Herron, Austerman, MIller, and Kawasaki were present
at the call to order. Representatives Johnson and Pruitt
arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HCR 25-WLDLI FE & SPORT FI SH RESTORATI ON PROGRAM

5:04:31 PM

CHAI R THOVWSON announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO 25, Celebrating the 75th
anni versary of the Wldlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program

5:04:57 PM
REPRESENTATI VE MARK NEUMAN, Al aska State Legislature, presented
HCR 25 as the prine sponsor. He said that the wldlife and

sport fish restoration program was being comenorated on its
75th anniversary with recognition to sportsnen, industry, and
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state and federal agencies that have been active in preserving
this heritage. He reported that wildlife restoration began with
the Federal Ad in WIdlife Restoration Act of 1937, which
established funding for restoration of wldlife and the
acqui sition, devel opnent, and managenent of habitats. He noted
that this act was anended in 1970 to provide funding for hunter
training prograns and public shooting ranges. He noted that in
1950 the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act used a
federal excise tax on fishing gear and notor boat fuel to fund
grant noney for fishery conservation, boating access, and
aquatic education. He declared that these all <created an
effective "user pay - user benefit system"” He declared that,
since 1939, the contributions to state fish and wldlife
agencies from wildlife and sport fish restoration prograns had
exceeded $13 billion. He enphasized that this was "a nodel of
conservation unique to the rest of the world" and:

it is my hope that the Al aska State Legislature, on
the 75th Anniversary of the nation's (greatest
conservation story, recognizes the leading roles that
hunters, anglers, boaters, recreational shooters, and
industry, and state and federal wldlife agencies all
have played in restoring healthy populations of fish
and wildlife and other natural resources by passing
this resolution.

5:09: 00 PM

LI SA EVANS, Assistant Director, Dvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Department of Fish & Gane (ADF&G, testified that the Al aska
Departnent of Fish & Ganme supported HCR 25 and its recognition
of the nobst successful fish and wldlife restoration and
managenent program in the world. She stated that the unique
"user pay - wuser benefit systenf had allowed the ADF&G to
actively manage the state fish and wildlife resources to ensure
opportunities for the present and the future. She reported that
the wildlife and sport fish restoration program had paid nearly
$666 million to ADF&G since 1942, which had been essential to
t he operation and managenent for research, education, and public
access to the resources.

5:10: 33 PM
M5. EVANS reported that Wiittier was the only natural, ice free,
deep water port in Southcentral Al aska, was close to Anchorage,

and was the gateway to Prince WIliam Sound and its numerous
sport fishing and recreational boating opportunities. She
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stated that the sport fish restoration and angler |icense
dollars had been used to rehabilitate and inprove the old boat
launch ranmp facilities and nooring dock. She said that a
significant anobunt of wldlife restoration dollars had been
spent on nonitoring the population size, calf production and
survival, adult nortality, health and body conditions, and neat
assessnment for human consunption of the Wstern Arctic Caribou
her d.

5:12: 33 PM

M5. EVANS offered a final exanple of conbined wildlife and sport
fish restoration dollars, which were |leveraged with private
donations and volunteer efforts, to sponsor introductory events
to encourage anglers and hunters to enjoy the abundance in
Al aska. These skills-oriented prograns, including Becom ng an
Qut door swonman, hunter education, outdoor youth days, and Al aska
Conservation canp, ensured the future of the "user pay - user
benefit system"™ She summarized that the WIldlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Program was an Anerican |egacy that was
beneficial to everyone, and she expressed her gratitude to the
user groups which provided the funding.

5:14:52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN, in response to Representative Johnson,
said that an amendnent to add others to the Ilist of those
receiving copies of the resolution would be wel coned.

5:16: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to adopt Conceptual Anendnent 1, as
fol |l ows:

Page 2, line 27, after "sent to the"

Insert "Safari Cub International (SCl) Al aska,
Nat i onal Assenbly of Sportsnmen's Caucuses,”

There being no objection, it was so ordered.
5:16:43 PM
REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report HCR 25, Version 27-

LS1350\M as anended, out of commttee with the acconpanying
i ndi vi dual reconmmendati ons and zero fiscal note. There being no
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obj ection, CSHCR 25(FSH) was reported from the House Speci al
Conmittee on Fisheries.

5:17: 05 PM
The commttee took an at-ease from5:17 p.m to 5:19 p. m

HB 332- CH NOOK RESEARCH & RESTORATI ON ENDOAVENT

5:19:35 PM

CHAI R THOWSON announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 332, "An Act establishing the Al aska Chinook
research and restoration endowent fund and relating to grants
fromthe fund."

5:19:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to adopt the proposed committee
substitute (CS) for HB 332, Version 27-LS1395\M Kirsch
2/ 23/ 12, as the working docunent.

CHAI R THOWPSON obj ect ed for di scussion.
5:20:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON, Al aska State Legislature, presented
HB 332 and paraphrased from the sponsor statenent [Included in
nmenbers' packets]. He explained that the proposed bill created
an Al aska Chinook salnmon research and restoration fund in the
Department of Revenue (DOR), with grants only being issued to
qgual i fyi ng organi zati ons. He announced that the Chinook sal non
was the state fish of Al aska, and was an inportant staple food,
economcally inportant for commercial fisheries, and a prized
sport fish resource. He declared that, as shifts in Chinook
sal non popul ations predicated the shifts in other salnon
species, the proposed legislation could support research to

elimnate any declines in its abundance. He reported that
"eight of the fourteen currently l|isted stocks of concern are
Chi nook salnon stocks,”™ and that nost of the mmjor Chinook
stocks were in a decline. He declared that the fund woul d not

be a dedicated fund, would establish a grant account within the
general fund, and would seek a 5 percent real rate of return.
He explained that the Comm ssioner of the Al aska Departnent of
Fish & Gane would identify the avail able appropriations, and the
| egislature would determne what to appropriate to the grant
account from the fund. He said that the grant account would be
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used for research and restoration for Chinook salnon, as well as
rei nbursenent to the departments for costs associated with the
fund. He expressed his hope that there would be matching
private and federal grants to the fund. He expl ained that the
adm ni strative board, consisting of the comm ssioner of ADF&G
as well as six public nenbers with experience harvesting Chinook
sal non, woul d be appointed by the governor. He pointed out that
the rules for the board would be outlined in the proposed
| egislation. He read fromthe sponsor statenent:

This legislation would create a stable, long-term
source of f undi ng to support hi gh qual ity
i nterdisciplinary research. C. Wth this

| egi sl ation, Alaska can increase its understanding of
Chi nook sal non and hopefully learn how to best target
remediation efforts in order to begin restoring this
vital resource.

5:24:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN asked if the stocks of concern would
have priority over other research or restoration projects.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON offered his belief that the board should
be involved in the project decisions.

5:24:58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN directed attention to page 6, |line 15,
of Version M and asked if experience was necessary for both
research and restoration.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON expressed his agreement that this was a
good point and suggested that the commttee discuss this
further.

5:26: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if these efforts were confined to
Chi nook sal non.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON replied that the intent was to target
Chi nook salnmon, but deferred to other testifiers for nore
definition.

5:27:36 PM
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KAREN G LLIS, Executive Director, Bering Sea Fishernen's
Association, said that the organization had been active in
research and restoration projects in the Arctic Yukon-Kuskokw m
ar eas. Referring to a handout [Included in nenbers' packets]
titled "Conprehensive Defense for House Bill 332," she directed
attention to the graph on page 3, which showed the overal
decline in Chinook sal mon harvest since 1982. She declared that
research becane increasingly nore inportant as fish popul ations
declined, and the inpact becane greater on ocean eco systens.
She noted that research allowed policy nakers to determ ne
policies and courses of action. She enphasized that the
establishment of an effective program to address the causes of
the Chinook decline would require nulti-disciplinary research
across the full salnon life cycle.

5:29: 48 PM

VB. GLLIS listed sone of the highlights from prograns
associated with Bering Sea Fishernen's Association. She stated
that the Arctic Yukon Kuskokwi m Sustainable Salnmon Initiative
(AYKSSI) had spent $22 nmillion funding research projects to
better understand the causes for the variability of all five
salnon species and to support the developnent of inproved
fisheries managenent tools. She tal ked about the devel opnent of
a research action plan for the Arctic Yukon Kuskokw m region
Chi nook salnon, to identify which variables and processes were
the nost I|ikely causative factors of recent declines and to
produce a detailed set of research priorities and questions
which would target the key drivers of Chinook sal non abundance.
She shared that an expert panel was working to identify research
questions, and hypotheses, and to draft exanple sunmaries of
proposed research to guide future research efforts. She
identified that the next project was for escapenent goals to
ensure sustainable fisheries, and would offer advice on the nost
appropri ate managenent efforts. After consideration of a broad
range of approaches and anal ytical frameworks, such as the best
nethods for dealing with limted data situations, it would
decide the best nethods for determ ning escapenent goals in
di fferent drainage systens, and the best nodel for establishnment
of escapenent goals in subsistence donminated fisheries. She
went on to explain that techniques would be developed to
incorporate wuncertainty and risk into managenent evaluation.
She declared that some changes in salnon production were a
result of natural causes and were inevitable; however, there
were situations that could be addressed through policy and
deci sion naking. She pointed out that there were several
endowrent funded prograns in Alaska, which conducted high
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quality, long term and interdisciplinary research necessary to
advance their m ssions. She nentioned the Pacific Sal non
Comm ssion's Northern Boundary and Trans Boundary Rivers
restoration enhancenent fund and the North Pacific Research
Boar d. She said that sone other exanples of endowrent funding
included the Exxon Valdez Q1 Spill Trustee Council and the
Prince WIlliam Sound O Spill Recovery Institute.

M5. G LLIS summarized by stating that research was necessary to
manage resources. She offered the option to either continue to
seek annual funding for an issue that demanded mllions of
dol |l ars over several years, or to set aside noney to prevent the
further decline of these stocks. She offered her belief that
there were serious future problens for Chinook salnon in Al aska,
and declared that it was necessary to imrediately research
prevention fromfurther declines.

5:35:16 PM

CHAIR THOWPSON asked about if there was any research being
conducted on ocean acidification in the Bering Sea.

M5. GdLLIS said that ocean acidification was one of the
priorities for the North Pacific Research Board, but that she
was not aware of specific plans for a research program

5:36: 02 PM

JOHN STARKY, Association of Village Council Presidents, reported
t hat Chi nook sal non were annually the first run in the Yukon and
Kuskokwi m Rivers, and he detailed their commercial, cultural,
nutritional, econom c, and social value. He declared that the
declining Chinook populations were barely replacing thensel ves,
even wthout any harvest. He stated that a $25 nillion
endownent fund was a great investnment for research and a way for
the state to fulfill its constitutional nmandate for sustained
yield and commobn use of a resource. He offered his belief that
the Community Devel opnent Quota (CDQ prograns in Wstern Al aska
woul d al so help endow the fund and woul d encourage i nvestnent.
He naned several other possible sources, including the Pacific
Coastal Sal non Recovery Fund. He declared that the endowrent
fund was a great partnership wth ADF&G

5:41: 00 PM

MR. STARKY, responding to an earlier question by Representative
Austerman, directed attention to page 6 of the proposed bill
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which listed the priorities for grant funding. He then
responded to an earlier question whether this |egislation was
only directed towards Chinook salnon, explaining that all the
ot her sal non stocks woul d benefit from any research.

5:42: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER inquired about any expectations for the
duration of the research project prior to having reliable data
to take any action.

MR. STARKY, in response, stated that, although there was not a
specific time frame, the AYKSSI had forned a Chinook expert
panel to develop a research plan, which included the setting of
escapenment goal s.

5:44: 33 PM

REPRESENTATIVE MLLER asked if there were Chinook salnon
el sewhere in the world, and if there was any other research to
hel p sol ve the puzzle in Al aska.

MR. STARKY replied that the Chinook panel had accurnul ated all
the research from across the state, and that the one-tinme strong
Chi nook salnmon runs along the western United States seaboard
wer e now endangered or in decline.

5:46: 13 PM

ROSE FOSDI CK, Vice President, Nat ur al Resour ces, Kawer ak
I ncorporated, testified in support of proposed HB 332 and
directed attention to the submtted letter of support. [Included
in menbers' packets] She pointed to the attached spreadsheet,
which outlined the failure to attain the escapenent goals for
salnon returning to the Norton Sound rivers over the prior nine

years. She declared that subsistence fishermen were no | onger
able to harvest. She noted that many changes were happening in
the Bering Sea, but that the inpacts were still unknown.

5:48: 42 PM

STAN  ZURAY, Yukon River Drai nage Fisheries Association,
testified in support of HB 332, and nentioned his background as
a subsistence and commercial fisherman for 40 years, as well as
his work on Chinook nonitoring projects in the area. He
paraphrased from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided] [Included in nenbers' packets]:
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The Chinook salnmon which are such a critical

foundation for cultures, communities and econom es
along the Yukon River have declined dramatically in
recent years. Yukon River Chinook salnon runs
declined to disaster levels from 1998 to 2002. After

a brief inprovenent from 2003 to 2006, runs have
declined since, with escapenent goals to Canada not

met in 2007, 2008, or 2010, and subsistence harvest

restricted. Overall, "mean run size of Canadi an-

origin Chinook for the period 1998-2010 declined 45%
conpared to the period 1982-1997."

5:50: 53 PM

MR. ZURAY declared that nore studies were necessary as it was
unknown, at this tinme, what was a quality Chinook salnon run.
He declared that wvarious nonitoring projects to study the
Chi nook were start and stop efforts, and did not provide
adequat e data. He said that the average subsistence Chinook
size in 2010 was about 10.2 pounds, and that, during the |ast
year, the Chinook runs were mnimal and many fish canps were not
being attended. He pointed out that, although the runs had been
restricted from commercial use, the subsistence fishing was now
to a critical point.

5:54:59 PM

FRITZ JOHNSON, Regional Fisheries Coordinator, Bristol Bay
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation, urged passage of proposed HB
332 as there were enhanced restrictions on commercial and sport
fishing of Chinook sal non.

5:55:56 PM

JOSEPH FAITH testified in support of proposed HB 332, and said
t hat Chi nook fishing defined Alaska to the rest of the world and
were inportant to subsistence and conmercial fishernen. He
expressed concern for the escapenent goals for Chinook and
sockeye sal non

5.57.:26 PM
TI M ANDREWS, Association of Village Council Presidents (AVCP),
testified in support of proposed HB 332. He stated that the

decline in Chinook salnmon was ©particularly hard on the
subsi stence and comrercial fishernmen on the Yukon River. He
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reported that, although the annual area per capita consunption
of salnmon was about 320 pounds, between 2008 and 2010, the
subsi stence harvest of Chinook salnon on the Yukon River had
fallen "near or below the mninum anount necessary for

subsi stence.” He declared that, as these sanme problens were now
appearing on the Kuskokwim River, the necessary subsistence
levels for both rivers mght not be attainable this year. He

declared that the value of the Lower Yukon River comerci al
Chi nook fishery had plunged from $10 mllion in 1992 to $6500 in
2011, with a corresponding decline of use, value, and incone
from commercial fishing permts. He listed the subsistence
restrictions on the Kuskokwim Ri ver in 2011

6: 03: 22 PM

MR. ANDREWS said that it would be inpossible to express the
cultural, economc, and social inportance of the Chinook fishery
in the Lower Kuskokwim River. The salnon were not returning and
it was necessary to find out the reasons.

6: 04: 36 PM

GERRY MCCUNE, Lobbyist, Cordova District Fishernmen United,
testified in support of HB 332, and stated that the proposed
bill would be a good approach for obtaining research. Directing
attention to page 6, lines 12 and 13, of the proposed bill, he
expressed his concern that "based on the nunber of Al aska
residents dependent on the stocks" was not a good baseline for
research as it could be interpreted in many ways.

6: 06: 36 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON, indicating that there had been a request for the
study of ocean acidification, asked if there was any nore
i nformati on avail abl e.

6: 07:23 PM

ERI C VOLK, Chief of Research for Anadronous Fisheries, D vision
of Commercial Fisheries, Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane,
replied that he did not have any specific information for ocean
acidification. He acknow edged that there was concern for the
Chi nook salnon. He said that the projected Sacranento River and
Klamath Ri ver Chinook salnon runs in California were good, after

years of being depressed. He noted that the Southeast Al aska
Chi nook salnmon runs had also been doing "pretty good." He
clarified that there were still concerns for the Wstern Al aska

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE -12- March 1, 2012



Chi nook sal non runs, specifically the Yukon, the Kuskokwi m and
t he Unal akl eet Rivers.

6: 09: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked if enough noney had been all ocated
f or Yukon Chi nook sal nbn studi es.

MR. VOLK replied that the problens were conplex, and the AYKSSI
had nade some progress. He nentioned the conplexity for
understanding the origins of wld stocks captured in distant
wat er fisheries, and understanding where the problens existed

in fresh water, near shore marine, or in the open ocean. He
all owed that ocean acidification could enter into the problem
t hough it was still unknown.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked how the departnent established its
target priorities for study.

MR. VOLK, in response to Representative Kawasaki, said that the
priority was often an attenpt to address issues that were nost
central to the managenent reginme, although he acknow edged the
importance for the gathering of know edge. Specifically, he
suggested that it was necessary to gather f undament al
information, beginning with juvenile escapenent nunbers, and
including near shore marine research to understand the
abundance, distribution, and survival of juvenile fish in their

first year of marine life. He declared that this know edge
could often increase forecasting capabilities, citing the NOAA
pink salnon forecasting program He also recommended an

expanded baseline for Chinook genetic studies, with investnents
in marker developnment to identify their origin, as genetics was
an inportant aspect for future fisheries managenent.

6:15:42 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON asked if M. Volk was involved with nonitoring
the by-catch and the origins of those fish.

MR. VOLK replied that he was not directly involved with the by-
catch nonitoring; however, he did work toward scientifically
sanpling the pollock industry by-catch in order to determne its
origins.

6:17: 04 PM
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MR. VOLK, in response to Representative Austerman, said that he
woul d include a study of the out mgration rate for the sal non
snolt as part of his basic information package. He decl ared
that these could be difficult projects.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN asked what the ADF&G position was on
the proposed bill, and if they felt it would be a collaborative
effort.

MR. VOLK deferred his response.
6:18: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if the creation of an endowrent fund
woul d be hel pful.

MR. VOLK replied that the fund was one possible solution to
generat e revenue.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON suggested that it would be "extrenely
beneficial" to the ADF&G constitutional nandate to participate
in this collaborative research

MR. VOLK replied that coll aborative projects were always sought,
as interdisciplinary research approaches were often val uable.
He opined that a study should be for the sal non eco-system and
not limted to sal non-centric.

6: 20:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if the endowrent fund was needed for
sal non research

MR, VOLK replied that there were nmany gaps in the know edge
regardi ng Chinook, and that it would require funding to address
those gaps in a |ogical, organized way.

6:21: 18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI, noting that the proposed |egislation
appointed six board nenbers, asked if they would agree wth
ADF&G to areas for research funding.

MR. VOLK replied that he did not know, as there were many points
of view.

6:22: 10 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if Chinook salnon lived in areas
other than the North Pacific.

MR. VOLK replied that Chinook salnon were |ocated all along the
Pacific Rm primarily between the Sacranento R ver and Western
Al aska, with additional populations in Russia. He reported that
Chi nook sal non had been introduced into the Southern Hem sphere,
as there were no native sal nonids.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if there were salnon in the North
Atlantic, and was there any information to be gained from those
st ocks.

MR. VOLK replied that there was one species of salnon in the
Atlantic, known as the Atlantic Salnmon, and nost of that

popul ati on had been overfished, although sone still existed in
| cel and.

6: 23: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked whet her sea lice wer e an

envi ronnental condition that plagued wild sal non popul ati ons.

MR. VOLK replied that there was concern for sea lice as it
proliferated in the farned salnon in British Colunbia. He
opined that some wild fish that mgrated near the farned fish
net pens were affected.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked how I ong would M. Vol k suggest for
t he study.

MR. VOLK replied that it was inportant to have continuity to a
study, and that it would be premature to make a tine prediction.
He pointed to the value in a long termsolution for funding.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if the studies relied on |ocal
know edge of the people who had been observing the runs.

MR. VOLK replied that one of the biggest challenges he faced in
earlier studies was the inability to capture this traditional
knowl edge and incorporate it into the studies.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if traditional know edge would be
considered a |long term study.

MR. VOLK expressed his agreenent.
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6: 26: 54 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON recomended that the conmittee read a book titled
King O Fish, which detailed the history of fishing in early
Europe and in the Americas.

6:27: 51 PM

CHAI R THOVWPSON cl osed public testinony. [ The coomittee treated
Chair Thonpson's prior objection to the notion to adopt the
proposed conmittee substitute (CS) for HB 332, Version 27-
LS1395\ M Kirsch, 2/ 23/ 12, as the working docunent, as
wi thdrawn; it was officially withdrawm later in the hearing.]

6:28: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved to adopt Conceptual Amendrment 1, as
fol |l ows:

Page 6, line 12, follow ng "based on the"
Del ete "nunber of"
| nsert "dependence of"

Page 6, line 13, follow ng "residents"”
Del et e "dependent ™

There being no objection, it was so ordered.
6:29: 12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noved to adopt Conceptual Amendnent 2, as
fol |l ows:

Page 6, lines 15 and 19, follow ng "research”
Del ete "and"
I nsert "and/or"
There being no objection, it was so ordered.
6: 30: 23 PM
REPRESENTATI VE M LLER, referring to page 5, line 24, Version M
asked what "shall consider” would conpel the board to do. He

asked for nore information about the "process and structure" of
t he board. Directing attention to page 5, line 25, he asked
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which board regulations were referenced with "adopting its
regul ations."

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON deferred to a | egal response.
6: 31:49 PM

M5. GQLLIS stated that page 5, line 25 of Version M referred to
the regulations of the Al aska Chinook Salnon Research and
Rest orati on Endowrent Fund Board.

6:32: 26 PM

REPRESENTATIVE M LLER asked if a nore precise definition for
"shall consider"” on page 5, line 24, Version M was necessary.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN expressed his agreenent that the intent
could be clarified.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON of fered his belief that the intent was for
consi deration, but not for obligation.

6: 33:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked for nore definition to the structure
and the process of the North Pacific Research Board.

MS. G LLIS described the structure of the North Pacific Research
Board (NPRB) to include:

a board itself, a scientific technical commttee that
makes recomrendations to the board; however, proposals
are sought, [and] received by NPRB and they go through
an independent peer review process. There's an
i ndependent peer review data base that includes
researchers from around the world and those proposals
are matched up with the expertise of the individuals
in the data base. They require at |east three
i ndependent peer reviews for each proposal.

M5. A LLIS explained that those reviews were returned to the
science board, reviewed, and prioritized with recommendations to
t he endownent board. She opined that the structure had been
"deenmed of great scientific integrity" and that the NPRB conduct
had been applauded for its transparency and broad use of
scientific experts.
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REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked if the NPRB structure was recorded.
M5. QLLISreplied that it was witten.
6: 35: 58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked why an endowrent fund was being
considered on lieu of other funding.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON expl ai ned that the endownent fund would be
within the Departnment of Revenue, and its board wthin the
Department of Commerce, Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnent. He
reported t hat t he | egi slature would annual |y consi der
appropriation of earnings fromthe fund.

CHAIR THOMPSON clarified that wvarious other groups could also
contribute to the endowrent fund.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON offered his belief that the fund principle
could attract "significant match noney, knowi ng that that noney

stays in a principle ... you can only use the earnings."

6: 37: 53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI commented that the concept of the
proposed bill and the long term strategy for funding research
wer e good. He questioned the w sdom of creating a board, which
could have regional priorities. He offered his belief that

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane needed the research funding.
6:40: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON stated that the proposed bill set high
standards so that research was directed to areas of concern.

6:41: 02 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON renoved hi s objection.

6:41: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN noved to report CSHB 332, Version 27-
LS1395\M Kirsch, 2/23/12, as amended, out of committee wth
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.

There being no objection, CSHB 332(FSH) was reported from the
House Special Commttee on Fisheries.
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ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Comrittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 6:41
p. m
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