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TI M CLARK, Staff

Represent ati ve Bryce Edgnon

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: | ntroduced HCR 18 on behalf of the House
Special Conmmttee on Fisheries, by request.

FRED VI LLA, Associ ate Vice President

Academic Affairs for Wrkforce Prograns

Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF)

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified, during the hearing on HCR 18,
and responded to questi ons.

DR. M CHAEL CASTELLI NI, Dean

School of Fisheries and Ccean Sci ences

University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF)

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified, during the hearing on HCR 18,
and responded to questions.

WANETTA AYERS, Director

Di vi sion of Econom c Devel opnent

Depart ment of Comrerce, Conmunity & Economi c Devel opnment ( DCCED)
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified, during the hearing on HCR 18,
and responded to questi ons.

AGGE E BLANDFORD, Executive Director

Western Al aska Conmunity Devel opment Associ ati on (WACDA)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified, during the hearing on HCR 18,
and presented an overview of the active CDQ [Conmunity
Devel opnent Quota] progranms throughout the state.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
5:03:16 PM

CHAIR STEVE THOWSON called the House Special Commttee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 5:03 p.m Represent ati ves
Thonmpson, Ml ler, Austerman, Johnson, and Herron were present at
the call to order. Representati ve Kawasaki arrived as the
meeting was in progress.

HCR 18- COVMERCI AL FI SHERI ES PROGRAMS

5:03: 55 PM
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CHAI R THOMPSON announced that the only order of business would
be HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO 18, Relating to an
exam nation of fisheries-related prograns and resources in the
state to determ ne how those prograns and resources may best be
strengthened and focused to facilitate the entry of young
Al askans into gainful, lifelong comercial fisheries careers and
to the devel opnent of a systematic, aggressive, and sustained
program to turn the tide on the graying of the fleet and to
i ncrease ownership of successful comercial fisheries operations
by young Al askans.

5: 05:49 PM
TIM CLARK, Staff, Representative Bryce Edgnon, Alaska State
Legi slature, introduced HCR 18, paraphrasing from a prepared
st at enent which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

HCR 18 calls on the Legislature to strengthen and
support prograns and resources Iin the state that
assist the efforts of younger resident Alaskans to
[ aunch owner shi p-1 evel careers in conmer ci al
fisheries.

The seafood industry is Alaska's largest private-
sector enployer and has been the econonmic mainstay in
dozens of our comunities for nore than a century.
Yet only a fraction of seafood harvesting businesses
are Al aska owned.

Nearly half of the Individual Fishing Quota [IFQ
shares issued for Alaska fisheries are held by non-
Al askans, and nearly one quarter of the limted entry
permts issued for Alaskan salnon fisheries are
Qut si de owned.

The fi nanci al and soci et al contri butions resident
fishers nake to their hone ports and honetowns are

consi derabl e; Al aska should do all it can to increase
resident ownership of businesses harvesting fish in
its waters.

In recent decades, the nean age of commercial fishing
entry permt owners in Al aska has increased from just
nore than 40 years to nearly 50 years.
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This *“graying of the fleet” is happening in part
because younger Al askans confront ever nore daunting
obstacles to acquiring fish harvesting operations.

Nowadays, the cost of entry into commercial fisheries
on a diversified |evel sufficient to provide a
satisfactory incone for a skipper and crew is often
nore than $350, 000.

Such ampunts are beyond the reach of nobst young
Al askans, who wusually lack the considerable credit
histories and collateral assets necessary to secure
| ar ge bank | oans.

Al so, with the increase in Ilimted-entry and
rationalized fisheries in recent decades—+unning a
successful fishing operation requires sharp business
skills and the savvy to navigate conplex state and
federal regulatory systens.

There is sinply not as much margin for error as there
was in the past.

HCR 18 recognizes there are many fine prograns and
agencies in the state whose goals include pronoting
strong resident comer ci al fisheries and aiding
younger Al askans’ success in them

The resolution urges the Legislature to exam ne these
efforts in order to determne how best they can be
strengt hened and focused to further the aspirations of
young Al askan fisheries entrepreneurs.

Doing so wll fortify one of the state’'s nost
i mportant industries and the nmany communities, rural
and urban alike, that benefit fromit.

FI NANCI NG & EDUCATI ON

Many people agree that government efforts to spur
econonm ¢ devel opnent are nost effective in two
particul ar areas:

Fi nanci ng and Educati on/ Trai ni ng
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The Education and Training needs of commerci al
fishernmen in Al aska differ from those typical of other
occupati ons.

A strong, naturally occurring apprenticeship program
is available to nearly any able-bodied person who
pounds the docks in a fishing harbor and talks their
way into a deckhand s job. Trai ni ng happens on the
job, usually pretty quickly and pretty thoroughly.

But HCR 18 is concerned with training needs that have
to do with the business side of fishing: training in
fi nanci al literacy; busi ness managemnent ; and
regul atory structures and processes.

As the Dbusiness of fishing has grown ever nore
chal l enging and conplex in recent decades, this kind
of education has becone all but indispensable.

To address creating opportunities in Education and
Trai ni ng, the agenda incl udes:

M ke Castellini, University of Al aska’s Dean of the
School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, and Fred
Villa, Associate Vice President of the University’'s
VWor kf orce Prograns.

They will talk about the University's Allied Fisheries
Wor ki ng Group.

From what | have learned about this initiative, it
appears to be very well aligned with the goals of HCR
18.

On the Financing side, we have Wanetta Ayers, director
of the D vision of Economc Developnent, who wll
describe, anong other things, the state of Alaska's
financing progranms for commercial fishing enterprises.

It’s fair to say that the Fisheries Commttee has been
doing its part where financing prograns are concer ned.
The commttee has heard and noved several |oan fund
bills whose objectives are in keeping with the goals
of HCR 18.

They i ncl ude:
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The governor’s HB 121, which includes progranms for
Charter fishing entry permts, shellfish farm ng, and
mcro |loans; Representative Austerman’s HB 141, which
addresses a financing program for Community Quota
Entities; and nost recently Rep. Edgnon’s HB 261, on
| ow i nt er est | oans for commer ci al fishing entry
permts.

From the West ern Al aska Comruni ty Devel opnment
Associ ation [WACDA], we have Executive Director Aggie
Bl andford, who wIll speak on Alaska’s Comunity
Devel opnent Quota groups’ work that relates to HCR
18" s goal s.

| think you'll learn from Ms. Blandford that the CDQ
groups have very conprehensive prograns to help
younger Al askans into rewarding fisheries careers.

5:12: 27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON referred to the conmmttee handout titled
"Executive Summary, Changes in the Distribution of Alaska's
Commercial Fisheries Entry Permts, 1975-2010," |abeled CFEC
(Comrercial Fisheries Entry Conmm ssion) Report Nunber 11-3N
EXEC, to state that it contains a table indicating that fishing
permts leaving the state due to the out migration of the permt
hol der, and asked about the fishing activities of those permts;
are they fished nore or less than locally held permts.

MR. CLARK deferred to the Departnent of Natural Resources and
t he CFEC.

5:14: 01 PM
FRED VILLA, Associate Vice President, Acadenmic Affairs for

Wor kf orce Prograns, University of Al aska (UA), said that the UA
system addresses degrees and certificates for occupational

endorsenents in high demand (HD) areas. The workforce
investnment system across the state is conprehensive and
significant. The Workforce Investnent Board is an advisory to

the Departnent of Labor & Wrkforce Devel opnent (DOLVD). The
Department of Education and Early Developnment (EED) is a
critical partner, as well as the university Board of Regents.
The university rmaintains regional canpuses and supports
community efforts, through a conbination of state appropriations
and private funding. He said a nunmber of educational options
exist in Alaska, including apprenticeship prograns, many of
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which can be nationally certifiable through UA assistance.
O her options i ncl ude for-profit occupat i onal training
institutes, private college a wuniversity offerings, and the
enpl oyers who play a critical role with on-the-job training
opportunities. He stressed the need to identify interest early
in order to best guide an individual toward a successful career.
The continuum for understanding how children can be guided
towards interests and an educational goal is fascinating and
inmportant. By the third grade, they may not know what they want
to be, but they often know what they don't want to do, he said,
and offered a personal anecdote. The Workforce Devel opnent
Plans are continually in use and have proven to be successful
and inportant. The graying of the fleet has been identified in
a nunber of different industry sectors including: construction

oil and gas, the health coalition, and the Al aska energy sector
part ner shi p. He stressed that industry has driven the effort
for producing qualified workers to fill the ranks. Emer gi ng on
this front is the Seafood Maritine Industry, as well as mning
and tourism He said it is inportant to understand that the
fishing industry is not unique, and is at a critical point for
considering ways for identifying, and encouraging the next
generation of the workforce.

5:21: 03 PM

DR. M CHAEL CASTELLINI, Dean, School of Fisheries and Ccean
Sci ences, University of Al aska, said the need for integrated
seafood industry, fisheries, and maritinme training has been
identified for some time, but the last 24 nonths have seen a
surge of growh in the endeavor. He reported that funding
t hrough the Rasnmuson Foundation has allowed the UAF to enhance
the fisheries program now expanded to accombdate 75-80
students per year and offering master and doctorate studies.
The project funding ends in two years, but it has stinulated the
pl anni ng process. He reported that a result of the stinulus was
the alignnment of UA course offerings with the graying of the
fleet. Meetings with CEQ s, other interested organizations, and
i ndi vidual s have helped to identify the areas to be addressed.
Allied Fish was developed as a cross-canpus UA coll aborative,
integrated initiative to assess and enhance the devel opnent and
delivery of programs, courses, research and information that
nmeet the enploynent needs of the fisheries, seafood and maritine
i ndustries. A nodel was created based on type and area of need,
as well as the type of educational certificate would serve the

pur pose. I ndustry has helped by providing instructors. The
Rasrmuson Foundation, the governor and others held a summt
nmeeting, and plans were laid for the steps that will be taken in
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the next six nmonths to bring this effort to fruition. He said
expectations are that the programw |l be fully devel oped within
the next three years. The full title of the effort is UA
Fi sheries, Seafood, and Maritine Initiative, and a web site has
recently been | aunched.

5:29:30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN i nquired how the high school students
and of f-canpus college sites will be integrated.

MR. CASTELLINI said work is occurring on all of the rural
canpuses, tied into the regional hub canpus with which they are
associ ated; UAF, UAA, or UAS Further, recent private funding
has been awarded that will place fisheries curriculumin the K-
12 school s.

MR. VILLA added that state resources are |evered through various
approaches to provide training options away from the main
canpuses. One exanple is the refrigeration training course,
where equi pnent was purchased and housed in a nobile unit,
making it portable and available to regional training centers.

5:33:42 PM

MR. VILLA summarized what the initiative is expected to provide
and directed attention to the handout in the commttee packet
titled "Summary Inventory of University of Alaska Educational
and Training Oferings related to Fisheries, Seafood, and
Maritime |Industries Decenber 2011." The 50 progranms offered are
still being developed, and staff is working on the initiative
The web site began this week, and the next major event is to
host an industry forum March 4, 2012, Anchorage, Alaska, to

gain further input and interest. A survey wll be conducted
t hroughout the industry to identify actual occupational need, in
analyzing the training gap versus the occupations. | ndustry
will also help establish the order of priorities as a basis for

t he wor kf orce devel opnent pl an.
5:37:13 PM

WANETTA AYERS, Director, D vision of Econom c Devel opnent (DED)

Departnment of  Commerce, Community & Economic Devel opnent
(DCCED), said that the resolution speaks to the core of economc
devel opment, which tailors a set of coordinated, policies,
prograns, and actions, to create specific outcones for an
i ndustry. There are underlying population dynamcs, which
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af fect aspect of many nmjor Alaskan industries. Any econormic
devel opment effort needs to consider potential |abor shortages,
and that is the intent of this initiative for the fishing
i ndustry, she opined. Allied Fish has identified skill gaps in
the seafood harvesting and processing sector and effort 1is
progressing in a positive way wth an anticipated outcone that
will create options/opportunities for future workers. Worl d
demand for Al askan seafood has been created, which requires that
the health of the fleet and industry support be addressed. The
DED has a financing section, she rem nded, which has provided
the Commercial Fishing Revolving Loan Fund since 1972. As of
the last fiscal year the loan fund value was just over $83
mllion, with over 2,000 active accounts. Last year the demand
for |oans ranked high, and 258 new |oans originated for a tota
value of nearly $20.6 mllion. The activity has been robust in
the lending program and it is anticipated to continue, she
opi ned. Additionally, the Fisheries Enhancenent Revol ving Loan
Program helps to contribute to the comon property fishery
t hrough aquaculture activities. Regarding technical assistance,
she said the office of fisheries developnent has on staff a
devel opnent specialist who responds to calls for assistance on a
variety of issues including: permtting, regulations, business
support and counseling, product and pricing issues, as well as
devel oping underutilized fisheries where opportunities could be

cultivated such as shellfish mariculture. O her activities
include initiating incentivize changes in seafood processing for
mar keti ng new product fornms and can sizes. Research regarding
availability of seaf ood rel ated ] obs and i nvest ment

opportunities is an area that needs expanded, she finished, and
said it is a wse time to be taking a full accounting of the
i ndustry.

5:45: 48 PM

AGE E BLANDFORD, Executive Director, Wstern Alaska Comunity
Devel opnent Associ ati on (WACDA), provided an overview of the CDQ
(Community Devel opnent Quota) program beginning with a brief
hi story. She paraphrased from a prepared statenent, which read
as follow [original punctuation provided]:

Each of the CDQ entities offers financial assistance
to local fishermen in a variety of ways. Wth
generous terms, CDQ entities offer low or no interest
| oan programs to local fishernen. Sonme exanples of
whi ch i ncl ude:
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AP| CDA [ Al euti an Pri bi | of I sl and Comuni ty
Devel opnent] Association offers interest free loans to
qualifying residents for purchasi ng gear, smal

vessels, and acquiring |IFQ [Individual Fishery Quota]
hal i but shares. The |oan program offered to residents
of Akutan assists fishernen in purchasing 4A hali but
guota shares. The Iloan program offered to Atka
fi shermen hel ps purchase 4B halibut quota shares. In
St. Ceorge, the revolving |oan program assists |ocals
in purchasing fishing gear and/or small vessels.
Loans are paid back over a series of years based upon

a percentage of the fishernen s ex-vessel earnings.

BBEDC [Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnent Corporation]
offers an interest rate assistance program which
provides fishernen the opportunity to reinvest in
their conmmerci al fishing operations by providing
relief froma portion of the interest on existing |oan
paynents for vessels, permts, or gear. BBEDC al so
offers a permt |oan program that provides financial
guar ant ees, down paynent grants, interest assistance,
princi pal reduction assistance, technical assistance
and/or training to successful applicants.

CBSFA's [Central Bering Sea Fishernmen's Association's]
vessel, gear, and |IFQ Loan Program provides |ocal
fishermen with low interest loans that in recent years
has allowed new entry into the CDQ halibut fishery.
Fishermen use this program to update onboard
el ectronics and | engthen and repower vessels for added
safety and inproved efficiency. Locally held IFQ on
St. Paul Island have also increased as a result of
CBSFA' s | oan program

NSEDC [ Norton Sound Econom c Devel opnent Corporati on]
offers a revolving loan program that gives resident
fishermen access to capital for permts, outboard
notors, skiffs, and gear. These | oans have largely
been applied toward the salnon and herring fisheries
in the Norton Sound region. NSEDC s |arge vessel | oan
program assists fishernmen in acquiring and/ or
repowering |arger vessels to prosecute the region's
red king crab and halibut fisheries.

YDFDA [ Yukon Delta Fisheries Devel opment Associati on]

offers in-house loan prograns to help finance Yukon
River salnmon permts, outboard notors, and fishing
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gear. Approximately 450 conmercial fishernen have
t aken advantage of YDFDA s | oan prograns.

Grants and Fi shernmen’s Advance Programns

APl CDA offers fishernen association grants of $20,000

per year to each of the associations in its
conmmuni ties (and Unal aska) . The i ndi vi dual
associations determne how the funds wll be spent,
i.e. for attending NPFMC [North Pacific Fishery
Managemnent Counci | ], | PHC [International Pacific
Hal i but Comm ssion], and/or Board of Fish neetings, or
to establish association-run gear or vessel |oan
progr ans.

CVRF offers a fishermen’s advance program which
assists its residents with purchasing gear, supplies,
and renewing fishing permts at the beginning of the
fishing season

Vessel buil d/ buy/ upgrade

YDFDA offers financing to fishermen to purchase
locally built alum numskiffs.

CBSFA, to increase the local fleet’s ability to catch
the anmount of halibut quota available in the area of
St. Paul Island, built the FV [Fishing Vessel] Saint
Paul and the FV Saint Peter. In addition to catching
CDQ halibut, the vessels are also avail able to harvest
locally held IFQ This allows for full naximzation
of locally held quota and provides |local fishernen
incentive to purchase additional quota. The Saints
Boats also provide locals an opportunity to serve as
crewrenbers and eventual |y as ski ppers.

Access/ Permt Brokerage

BBEDC strives to retain ownership of permts by

residents of the region. Through the Bristol Bay
Permt Brokerage program as a free public service
BBEDC provi des listings for sal es/ purchases of

permts, permt holders, and vessels, helps recruit
crew and/or captains, assists with docunentation for
sales and transfers, vessel licenses and permt
renewal s, and ot her Coast Guard required forns. These
financial assistance prograns only benefit fishernen

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE -11- February 9, 2012



if they are able to translate their new gear, permt,
or upgraded vessel into incone. To help do that, the
CDQs entities continue devel opnent of regi onal
fisheries by seeking out markets for |ocal products -
to give fishernmen the best price possible for their
cat ch. Hi gher dock prices are the result of the CDQ
entities efforts to develop and identify better
markets for the region’s products and the efforts to
bring back dormant fisheries, such as the herring
fishery in the Norton Sound. YDFDA, through its
subsidiary Kw k' pak Fisheries, is the only buyer in
the first two sub districts of the Yukon River from
the nouth of the Yukon River at Nunam Iqua and Kotlik

all the way to Marshall. Wthout YDFDA' s presence,
there would be no viable comrercial fishery in the
regi on. Uni que opportunities also open the door to
comercial fishing to CDQ comunity residents who may
not have otherwi se participated. NSEDC s seaf ood
plant in None, for exanple, wll purchase red king

crab and assorted finfish caught through the ice
during the wnter nonths, which not only offers
additional incone but also increases the potential for
i ntroduci ng new entrants to commercial fishing.

In addition to Bering Sea/Aleutian Island fisheries
investnents, the CDQ entities nmke direct investnents

in local and regional fisheries-related devel opnent
projects, such as: Boat purchases or fabrication.

YDFDA's  Yukon Marine Manufacturing conpany that
operates in Emmonak builds alumnum skiffs for the
local fleet. Approxinmately 200 |ocals have taken part
in this program over the last 10 years. CDQ entities
also build and operate processing plants & buying
stations in CDQ nenber conmunities.

APl CDA, through its subsidiary APICDA Joint Ventures
[AJV], and in partnership with the Atka Fishernmen’s
Associ ation, operates a plant in Atka that processes

hal i but and sabl efi sh. AJV also owns and operates
Bering Pacific Seafoods, a processing facility 1in
Fal se Pass.

BBEDC, through its ownership interest in Ccean Beauty
Seaf oods, operates a plant in Naknek that processes
sal non and herring.
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CBSFA partners wth Trident Seafoods to process
locally caught halibut at the plant on St. Pau
| sl and.

Coastal Villages built and operates a $40 mllion
processing facility in Platinum capable of 150,000
| bs/day of finished product. During the peak of the
sal nron season, it takes nore than 245 people to
operate the plant and its support vessels. Coast al
al so operates 6 halibut plants (Chefornak, Hooper Bay,
Ki pnuk, Mekoryuk, Toksook Bay, and Tununak) and a
sal non buying station in Bethel.

NSEDC operates 3 facilities, a salnon plant in
Unal akl eet, a halibut plant in Savoonga, and a plant
in None that processes both halibut and crab.

YDFDA operates a salnon processing plant in Enmonak
and buying stations along the | ower Yukon River.

In additional to processing facilities, the CDQ
entities invest in other infrastructure and equi pnent,
such as:

Cranes for offloading product and pulling vessels out
of the water

Har bor i nprovenents

Ranp and dock installation

Saf e and secure nporage space for vessels
Loaders and hydraulic boat trailers

Fl eets of Tenders vessels assist regional processing
operations and help fishermen with deliveri es.

API CDA owns and operates a fleet of 8 tender/fishery
support vessels.

In the Kuskokw m region, CVRF [Coastal Villages Region
Fund] owns and operates a fleet of 7 tender/fishery
support vessels in addition to contracting with 3
additional vessels to round out the buying service
that it provides to regional fishernen
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NSEDC owns and operates a fleet of 5 tender/fishery
support vessels that assist buying and processing
operations in Norton Sound area fisheries.

YDFDA, through its subsidiary Yukon River Tow ng,
operates a fleet of 7 LCMs [Landing Craft Mechani zed]
and one lightering/gravel barge that assist the |oca
fisheries during the fishing season. CDQ ice machines
and ice barges help fishermen keep their catch cold -
and inprove the quality of the fish product, helping
resident fishers earn the best price for their catch

BBEDC, though it’s Chilling Products Program offers
slush ice bags and insulated totes to fishernmen and
gives grants for vessel upgrades such as RSW systens
and hold insulation upgrades that inprove fish
quality. They also operate two ice barges in the
regi on during the sal non season.

In total, NSEDC has purchased 15 large ice machines
and 12 smal |l er single-phase ice machines to assist its
regi onal processing and fish buying operations in the
Norton Sound region. Ensuring safety is also
par anmount to the CDQ organi zati ons.

CDQ entities offer safety training and provide safety
gear (or gear at cost) to resident fishernen in CDQ
conmuni ties.

In partnership wth other local entities, NSEDC
financed a portion of the construction of a fire
prevention/search and rescue vessel that operates out
of the Port of Norme.

CBSFA al so partnered with the local tribal governnent

to construct a state-of the-art quick response vesse
t hat provides search and rescue services to the |oca
fleet on St. Paul [Island. CDQ offer storage,
facilities, welding and other equipnment for vessel
repair and nai nt enance.

In Nelson Lagoon, APICDA's subsidiary AJV and the
Nel son Lagoon Tribal Council operate a gear and vessel
storage conpany to support the | ocal salnon fishery.

CBSFA hel ps subsidize sone of the costs of renting
adequate space to perform vessel nmaintenance on St.
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Paul Island by bringing 1in engine technicians,
al um num fabricators and welders to help fishernen

ensure | ong-term operation of their vessels.

In 19 of its nmenber comunities, CVRF built and

operates Community Service Centers, mul ti -pur pose
buil dings that are equipped wth space to naintain,
repair, service and nodify boats, notors, and fishing

gear. The workspace is also available for repair and
mai nt enance of snow rmachi nes, ATVs [all-terrain
vehicle(s)], sleds, trailers, and other equipnent
critical to village life. Coastal also provides

al um num boat repair, boat custom zation services, and
smal | engine nmaintenance and repair services at its
Communi ty Service Centers.

NSEDC invested in portable welding machines and
provided training for the -equipnent for several of
their nmenber comunities to assist fishernmen’s ability
to conduct maintenance on their vessels.

Each of the six CDQ entities also offers robust
education and training prograns for residents of their

respective nenber communities, sone fisheries specific
exanpl es:

Schol arshi ps for post-secondary educati on

Vocational training opportunities and schol arshi ps

St udent | oan forgiveness prograns

Nautical training for new and aspiring boat captains
GPS [ gl obal positioning systen] and safety training

Net nendi ng and hangi ng cl asses ( NSEDC)

welding training for portable welders - so |ocal
fishermen can pre-form vessel repair in their home
communities, extending the |life of vessels currently
i n operation (NSEDC)

Recognizing the inportance of understanding the
fisheries managenent and regulation process sone CDQ

entities also sponsor fishernen’s attendance at NPFMC
Board of Fish, and | PHC neetings (CBSFA).

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE - 15- February 9, 2012



The CDQ Program provides a w de range of enploynent

opportunities. Specific to pronoti ng regi onal
comer ci al fishing activity, CDQ entities offer
enpl oynment :

On board CDQ vessels — both in-region and in the BSAl
fisheries

As processors in CDQ processing facilities
As skippers and crew on CDQ tender and support vessels

And CDQs al so enploy scientists — fisheries biologists
and technicians who work to understand and help ensure
heal thy fish populations in the region. In 2010, nore
than 1500 regional comrercial fishery permt holders
were paid exvessel paynents in CDQ regions. Those
fishermen in turn supported an estimated 1,700
cr ewrrenber j obs. A nore recent exanple  of

fisheries-rel ated enploynent opportunities provided by
the CDQ program Coastal Villages Seafoods, enployed
335 people fromthe Kuskokwim region at its processing
facility in 2011 and 30 region residents crewed on
tenders/fishery support vessels — in addition to the
| ocal fishermen and their associated crews.

The CDQ program through its investnments in people,
community and fisheries, represents a substantial
opportunity and an inportant asset in responding to
many chall enges faced by Wstern Al aska. The program
has cone a long way over the course of the last 20
years, but there’'s still a lot of work to do. G ving
CDQ conmunity residents the incentive to fish and the
ability to earn a living doing so is one of the nost
i nport ant and effective econom c devel opnent
activities available in renote Wstern Al aska. The
CDQ entities welcone any support the State of Al aska
can provide in making conmerci al fishing nore
attractive and accessible option for the next
generati on.

[ Chair Thonpson passed the gavel to Vice Chair Johnson during
the presentation.]

6: 01: 54 PM
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VICE CHAIR JOHNSON announced that the bill would be held for
further discussion.

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 6:02
p. m
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