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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the commttee substitute (CS) for
HB 181, on behalf of Representative Austernman, prime sponsor.

CGERON BRUCE, Assistant Director

Di vi sion of Commercial Fisheries

Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions, during the hearing
on HB 181.

ANDY VARNER, Executive Director

Sout heast Muni ci pal Conference

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

SHAWN DOCHTERMANN, Executive Director

Crewman' s Associ ation

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with concern on HB 181.

CERALD McCUNE, Lobbyi st

Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska (UFA)

Cordova, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

5:06: 54 PM

CHAIR STEVE THOWPSON called the House Special Conmmttee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 5:06 p.m Present at the call to
order were Representatives Thonpson, Aust er man, Kawasaki ,

Johnson, and Pruitt.

HB 181- COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG CREWVEMBER STATI STI CS

CHAI R THOMWPSON announced that the only order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 181, "An Act requiring the Departnment of Fish
and Gane annually to collect confidential information related to
days worked by conmercial fishing crewrenbers and to conpile
statistical data."

5:07:50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 181, Version 27-LS0292\E, Kane, 3/22/11,
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as the working draft. There being no objection, Version E was
before the commttee.

5:08:48 PM

ERI' N HARRI NGTON, Staff, Al an Aust er man, Al aska State
Legi slature, presented CSHB 181, paraphrasing from a nmeno to
Chai rman Thonpson, dated March 24, 2011, RE Changes to House
Bill 181 from Version B to Version E, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

The foll ow ng changes have been inplenmented into House

Bill Version E, based on feedback from industry, the
Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane (ADF&G, Commerci al
Fisheries Entry Conm ssion (CFEC), and conmittee
menbers. Except where noted, page and |ine nunbers

refer to the draft commttee substitute, Version E

Deletion of Section 1 from Version B-Section 1 in
Version B directed ADF&G to issue crew activity forns
to crewrenbers at the time when crew licenses are
pur chased. The departnment instead envisions mailing
forme to crewrenbers at the end of the season.
Section 1 was deleted to allow the departnent the
flexibility to design the best possible distribution
system for crewrenber activity forns.

Throughout the bill—here the term “vessel” was
previously wused, it has been expanded to include
vessel s and set net sites. This is because fishing

activity at set net sites does not necessarily occur
on board a vessel.

Page 1, Line 14 to Page 2, Line 6-—Fhe data that
crewrenbers wll be nmndated to report has been
changed sonewhat, following additional conversations
with ADF&G and CFEC. An inportant goal of the data
collection is to link the crew database with existing
harvest and databases, in order to tie crew to fishing
activity. W recognize that doing this successful may
require some anount of experimentation in program
desi gn. W have provided flexibility so the
department can design a successful program w thout the
need to return for legislation. Additionally, on Page
2, Line 14 and Page 3, Line 2, we have specified sone
information that the agencies feel will be critical.
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Page 2, Line 9—3he reporting date has been changed to
April 15, as it is envisioned that crewrenbers may
choose to conplete their annual crew activity forns at
the sane tinme they prepare their federal incone taxes.

Page 2, Lines 13 and 14-W have provided the
opportunity for vessel and set net site owners as well
as operators to review the data. This is because
hired skippers sonetinmes operate vessel or sites.

Page 2, Line 25-JFhe United States Departnent of Labor
was added to the list of federal agencies wth which
ADF&G can share data. This is because the U S
Department of Labor adm nisters the Trade Adjustnent
Assi stance  program which has been applied to
harvesters in Al aska several tines in the | ast decade.

Page 3, Line 11-Fhe sunset date was advanced by one
year. This ensures at |east three years of conplete
dat a, but brings the program back before the
legislature on a quicker tineline to ensure the
programis effective.

CHAI R THOVWPSON opened public testinony.
5:16: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE =~ KAWASAKI asked how the reporting wll be
enforced, observing that it appears to be a voluntary effort.

5:16: 30 PM

GERON  BRUCE, Assi st ant Director, Division of Commer ci al
Fisheries, said the Departnent of Public Safety (DPS) would be
in charge of enforcenent activities, and agreed that it wll be
difficult to ensure conpliance.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI suggested that it could be a stipul ated

requirenent to be conpleted prior to |icense renewal, and asked
whet her that woul d be a nechani sm

MR. BRUCE said that approach was considered; however, crew
licenses are sold in a manner that does not conformto that type
of requirenment or enforcenent by the vendor.

5:20: 08 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI moved Amendment 1, | abel ed 72-
LS0202\ E. 1, Kane, 3/24/11, which read:

Page 1, line 11:

Del ete "in which a crewrenber”

Insert "on which a fishing vessel or set net site
oper ator"

Page 1, line 12:

Del ete "enpl oynment™

I nsert "each crewrenber enployed by the fishing
vessel or set net site operator”

Page 2, line 8:
Delete "(e) and (f)"
Insert "(f) and (g)"

Page 2, line 9:
Del ete "crewrenbers”
Insert "fishing vessel or set net site operators”

Page 2, followng line 11:
I nsert a new subsection to read:

"(e) The failure of a fishing vessel or set net
site operator to return all crew activity forms for
the vessel to the department is a violation and, upon
conviction, is punishable by a fine of not nore than
$500. "

Re-letter the foll owi ng subsections accordingly.

Page 2, lines 13 - 18:
Delete all material.

Renunber the foll ow ng paragraphs accordingly.
5:20:17 PM
REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON obj ected for di scussion
REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI explained that the anendnent offers a
means to ensure reporting conpliance. The second part inposes a
penalty for non-conpliance. He said depending on voluntary
reporting may not be the best way to gain neaningful information
to build a data base.

5:21:30 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN stated support for the intent of
Amendnent 1, but said there are a nunber of ways to collect and
enforce the reporting of data. The ideal situation would be to
mnimze the lag tine. If the program works, in three years
conpliance could be honed, and the possibility of a sw pe card
coul d be consi der ed.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI pointed out that the second part of the
anendnent deals specifically with the collection of voluntary
data, which, he maintained, nmay not be reliable. He asked if
t he departnent has objection to the anendnent.

MR. BRUCE indicated that the departnment has discussed the

anendnent, but the intent of the bill is to create a pilot
program first, and a great deal of outreach and w despread
partnerships will need to be cultivated during the educationa
period of the program It is inmportant to introduce the

concepts in as sinple a manner as possible: a one page form
m nimal questions, and a postage paid self addressed return
envel ope to the departnent. Until a nore sophisticated program
is devel oped this needs to be sinplistic, he opined.

CHAIR THOMPSON agreed that a three year period will be a good
trial tine.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN said that the departnent is creating a

data base warehouse, which is currently not available, but
shoul d eventual |y beconme a val uabl e aspect of this program

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON descri bed his experience of purchasing a
dip netting permt, and said the departnent does send out mldly
threatening letters requesting the return of the |license.

5:29:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI wi t hdrew Anmendnent 1

5:30: 07 PM

ANDY VARNER, Executive Director, Southeast Minicipal Conference,
stated support for HB 181, and said a perfect system may not be
possi ble, wthout a high cost. He opined that the bill 1is
appropri at e.

5:34: 30 PM
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SHAWN DOCHTERMANN, Executive Director, Crewran's Association,
said the bill requires significant nodification as it does not
fulfill the 12 recomrendations nade to ADF&G by an advisory
committee, which met on the subject and reviewed the project.
Further, it appears to place onus, for reporting, on the crew
menbers. He reported that the Crewnman's Associ ati on devel oped a
proposal suggesting the utilization of sw pe cards, and based on
the e-landing programthat is in place for many state fisheries.
I nstead of pushing this forward as a pilot program he suggested
i npl enenting a plan utilizing a swipe card, and to al so consi der
the programfroma crew nenbers point of view

5:38:47 PM

GERALD MCUNE, Lobbyist, United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA),
stated support for HB 181 and said real tine data would be
i nportant, which can be provided by a sw pe card. However, the
technology is not vyet available for that type of data
col l ection/delivery. He said the bill wll be a good start to
get the program off the ground and eventually a sw pe card can
be i nmpl enent ed.

CHAI R THOWPSON cl osed public testinony.
5:40: 57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN said that funding and devel opnent of
the program will eventually allow inplenentation of technol ogy
and connection with the conprehensive warehouse data base being
est abl i shed by ADF&G

5:42:25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report CSHB 181 (FSH), Version
LS0292\E, Kane, 3/22/11, out of commttee wth individual
recommendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes. W t hout
objection CSHB 181 (FSH) was reported from the House Speci al
Conmittee on Fisheries.

5:43: 06 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Conmmttee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 5:44
p. m
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