ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON FI SHERI ES
March 15, 2011
5:04 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Steve Thonpson, Chair
Representative Crai g Johnson, Vice Chair
Representative Al an Austernman
Represent ati ve Bob Herron
Representative Scott Kawasaki
Representative Bob Ml er

MEMBERS ABSENT
Representative Lance Pruitt
COW TTEE CALENDAR
OVERVI EW COMVERCI AL FI SHERI ES ENTRY COWM SSI ON ( CFEC)
- HEARD
HOUSE BI LL NO. 20
“"An  Act providing for a priority for a fishery that 1is
restricted to residents when  fishing restrictions are
i npl enented to achi eve a managenent goal ."
- HEARD & HELD
HOUSE BI LL NO. 181
"An Act requiring the Departnment of Fish and Gane annually to
collect confidential information related to days worked by
commercial fishing crewnenbers and to conpile statistical data."
- HEARD & HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 20
SHORT TI TLE: PERSONAL USE FI SHI NG PRI ORI TY
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) STOLTZE, KELLER

01/18/ 11 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 7/ 11
01/18/ 11 (H) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 18/ 11 (H) FSH, RES

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE -1- March 15, 2011



03/ 15/ 11 (H FSH AT 5: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

BILL: HB 181
SHORT TI TLE: COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG CREWVEMBER STATI STI CS
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) AUSTERVAN

03/ 09/ 11 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 09/ 11 (H) FSH, FIN
03/ 15/ 11 (H) FSH AT 5: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

W TNESS REG STER

BRUCE TWOMLEY, Comnmi ssi oner

Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion (CFEQC)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the overview of the Comercia
Fi sheries Entry Comm ssion (CFEC)

REPRESENTATI VE BI LL STOLTZE

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 20, as prinme sponsor.

CHARLI E SWANTON, Director

Di vision of Sport Fish

Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane ( ADF&G

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions during the hearing
on HB 20.

BEN MJLLI GAN, Legislative Liaison

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions during the hearing
on HB 20.

REPRESENTATI VE ALAN AUSTERMVAN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 181, as prine sponsor.

ERI N HARRI NGTON, St aff

Representative Al an Austernan

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented HB 181, on behal f of
Representati ve Austerman, prinme sponsor.
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MARCUS HARTLEY, Vice President and Seni or Econom st
Nort hern Econom cs Consul ting

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

ERI K O BRI EN, Menber

Sout hwest Al aska Muni ci pal Conference ( SWAMO)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

JEFF REGNART, Director

Di vi sion of Commercial Fisheries

Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

JULI ANNE CURRY, Executive Director

Pet er sburg Vessel Omner's Associ ation

Pet er sburg, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

SHAWN DOCHTERMANN, Executive Director

Crewran' s Associ ation

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

MARK VI NSEL, Executive Director

United Fi sherman of Al aska

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 181.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
5:04: 07 PM

CHAIR STEVE THOWSON called the House Special Committee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 5:04 p.m Present at the call to
order were Representatives Thonpson, Mller, and Austerman.
Representati ves Johnson, Herron, and Kawasaki arrived while the
nmeeti ng was in progress.

OVERVI EW  Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssi on (CFEC)

5:04: 35 PM
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CHAI R THOWPSON announced that the first only order of business
would be a presentation from the Commercial Fisheries Entry
Comm ssi on ( CFEC).

5:05:49 PM

BRUCE TWOMEY, Comm ssi oner, Commer ci al Fi sheri es Entry
Comm ssion (CFEC), began by distinguishing the two departnenta
agencies, Comrercial Fisheries Division and CFEC, stating that
the division inplenments regul ations established by the Board of
Fi sheries (BOF) to govern ongoing conmercial fishery activities,
while the CFEC is an independent agency with separate statutory
and regulatory authority to limt the nunber of units of gear in

a comercial fishery via limting the nunber of |licensed
captains. A fishery is authorized by the BOF and is defined by
an area, the gear wused, and the targeted resource. The

limtation process is inposed when certain conditions are net:
l[imtations would serve conservation/help prevent econonic
di stress anobng fishernen. The Al aska Constitution establishes
these two needs, and statute requires and defines the
appropriate action to be followed by the CFEC A four-year
wi ndow of activity is used, in accordance with Al aska Suprene
Court directives, to establish the maxi nrum nunber of wunits of

gear to be allowed in a fishery, to wit: the maxi num can be no
| ower than the highest nunber of units of gear in one of the
four years prior to the limtation decision. Further, due to
the transient nature of the fishing fleet, applicants are ranked
based on past participation and econonm c dependence. The
process is inherently lengthy and involves a nunber of |egal
chal l enges, but once conpleted a list is conpiled by point

ranki ng and the conm ssion is able to issue permts accordingly.
However, the maxi mum nunber has been exceeded in the past,
particularly during the early salnmon fisheries, due to two
primry reasons. One is a lawsuit, which resulted in nore
applicants for sone salnon fisheries than the CFEC anti ci pat ed;
and the second is that statute requires the CFEC to issue a
permt despite exceeding the maxi num established fishery nunber,
if an applicant holds a point rank indicating a high dependency
on a fishery.

5:10: 34 PM
REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN noted that the limted entry act allows
permts to be allocated based on conservation, the economc

health and stability of the fishing industry, and the optinal
nunber of permts. He asked how the economc health is
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determined, and how it relates to the nunber of permts
aut hori zed.

MR. TWOMLEY replied that a fishery is usually linmted because
it's already experiencing economc trouble, which was the case
with the 26 salnon fisheries in the early 1970's, when the CFEC
was initiated. The maxi mum nunber of permits doesn't directly
relate to the economc health of a fishery. The CFEC can
request an optimum nunber study, which establishes the nunber
that would be accurate for conservation purposes and economc

heal t h. The results would indicate that either a fishery has
beconme too exclusive, or that a fishery is in trouble and permt
nunbers need to be reduced. In the first instance nore permts

woul d be issued, but in the second case the only nethod CFEC has
to reduce the nunber of permts issued is via a buy-back
program which is financed by fishernen.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN nmintained interest in wunderstanding
how t he econom ¢ val ue of each permt is determ ned.

MR. TWOMLEY said an optinmum nunber study would be conducted,
whi ch includes an exam nation of the fishery, over a long period

of time, in order to nodel the effects of all the known
vari abl es and establish future projections. The study mneasures
the rates of economc return to individual fishernen. He said
the process is lengthy, elaborate, intrusive, and expensive,
requiring review of individual inconme tax returns, and other
appl i cabl e records. To a follow up question, he established

that halibut IFQ s [individual fishing quotas] are not under the
purvi ew of the CFEC

5:16: 23 PM

MR. TWOMLEY continued, stating that the CFEC work is a challenge
because of the constitutional requirenment to consider and uphold
the rights of all citizens to access the state's resources. He
described the tension that exists due to the considerations that
must be given to the various statutory provisions, which creates
a constitutional "tight rope" upon which the CFEC bal ances its
actions; between the Al aska Suprenme Court and the needs of a
given fishery. If the Suprene Court finds cause, it can
overturn and meke retroactive, a CFEC decision, wth far
reaching results which affect all user types. Hence, the CFEC
proceeds wth caution and diligence and, to date, no limted
entry fishery has been struck down by the Suprene Court.
Further, he said that because of the limted entry statutes
being in place, Al aska has averted a possible influx of fishing
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pressure from fleets displaced by the failure of salnon
fisheries |located along the west coast states. At the end of
the process, a permt is issued, which is typically transferable
and allows Alaskan famlies to maintain access to traditional
fisheries. He reported that approximtely 153 nore permts have
been transferred between Alaskan famlies than have Dbeen
transferred from Al askans. However, mgration of permts, that
is permts retained by persons who are no |onger residents,
presents a |less appealing statistic. He said that fisherman pay
their own way, as CFEC is funded through the |icensing process.
Further, he reported that the CFEC case load is now a manageabl e
nunber. One pending case is casting a significant shadow on the
agency, the class action suit of Carlson v. State of Al aska. It
isinits fifth appeal before the Al aska Suprenme Court, and when
the judgnment is handed down it could affect 95,000 class
menbers. Monetary settlenents wll be provided to only a
fraction of those participants, and the approxinmte 80,000
nenber s not recei ving awar ds may chal | enge t he CFEC
cal cul ati ons, upon which the disbursenments will have been based.
He predicted that only a small percentage may carry nerit, but
even 10,000 clainms would present a daunting task to the
commi Sssi on.

The conmttee took a brief at-ease at 5:24 p.m

HB 20- PERSONAL USE FI SHING PRIORITY

5:24: 38 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 20, "An Act providing for a priority for a
fishery that i's restricted to residents when fishing
restrictions are inplenented to achieve a managenent goal ."

5:28:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BI LL STOLTZE, Al aska State Legislature, speaking
as the prinme sponsor, said the intent of the bill is to ensure
| ocal fish for subsistence users and | ocal fisherman.

5:30: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN asked for further discussion regarding

t he subsi stence and personal use definitions. The bill nmay need
to have the | anguage clarified.
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REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE indicated that the personal and
subsi stence use terns have been used interchangeably in the bill
to ensure that Al askans are served.

5:33:24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON referred to the back-up material in the
commttee packet and asked for comment on whether this bill
effectively handi caps the BOF.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE said no, and opined that the BOF will be
better served because the bill neutralizes biases, clarifies
political facets, and renoves perceived handcuffs for making
policy decisions. He reported that, during the last BOF cycle
a nmeasure was introduced to restrict the dip net authorization
to 10 fish per famly, and, also, litigation has been | odged by
fishery associations to elimnate personal use dip net fisheries
al t oget her. An estinmated 100,000 Al askans participate in this
fishery, and it should be prioritized for Alaskans first, he
opi ned.

5:36: 26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN recalled that a statute, or regulation
may exist, which establishes a priority for the personal use
fishery.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE offered to provide that information to
the conmittee.

5:37:28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON said intercept debates occur in the
district he represents, and asked whether HB 20 addresses
i ntercept fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE stated his belief that the bill my help
the situation on the Yukon R ver and simlar intercept
fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON restated, and said that the escapenent
grounds are up-river from the personal wuse fisheries and

commercial fisheries occur further down river. He asked how
escapenent can be achieved under those circunstances, and does
the bill nodulate that type of nultiple uses.
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REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE stated his belief that the bill allows
ADF&G the appropriate latitude to ensure that escapenent goals
are achi eved.

5:41: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER queried what agency would have authority
for making the decisions called for in the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE replied that the regional departnent
bi ol ogi st determ nes whether escapenent is being attained, and
it appears that, currently, the decisions are nade too late to
benefit the personal use fisheries.

5:43:25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN questioned whether the bill |anguage
protects the resource specifically for Al askan residents.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE agreed that <clarity nay need to be
consi dered, and "resident” nay not be the best term

5:45:22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON predicted that when HB 20 becones |aw
there will be a lawsuit.

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE pointed out that |awsuits have already
been filed by Cordova United Fisherman, based on residency
criteria. Therefore, the battle has already begun.

5:47:00 PM

CHARLIE SWANTON, Director, Dvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Departnment of Fish and Gane (ADF&5), said the issue is
contentious regarding fisheries resources, and reported that
perhaps 55 personal wuse fisheries exist across the state,
ranging fromthe harvest of salnon to shellfish. To a conmttee
question, he said the departnent has a neutral position on HB
20.

5:49: 13 PM
REPRESENTATI VE M LLER noted that the bill |anguage takes an
affirmati ve stance and asked whether the departnment will be able

to maintain a neutral position.
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VR. SWANTON stated his belief that the departnment has
hi storically done a reasonably good job of managi ng the personal
use fisheries while neeting escapenent objectives and providing
opportunities for the co-existence of nultiple fisheries under
t he current reginen.

5:52:53 PM

CHAI R THOVMPSON observed that if there is a restriction due to a
declining run, it could require a larger escapenent to ensure
that the personal use fishery would be fulfilled, and asked for
coment .

MR. SWANTON r esponded:

It certainly could manifest itself in that franework.
It just depends on the fishery, how it's configured
and where the personal use fishery fits into the
stream of various uses.

5:54:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked if it is consistent with every
fishery that, when restrictions are inplenented, the priority is
al ways adhered to in order to achi eve managenent goal s.

MR. SWANTON replied that neeting established escapenent nunbers
is the primary goal

5:55: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON requested that the departnment provide a
position on HB 181, rather than remai ning neutral.

5:58: 05 PM

BEN MULLI GAN, Legislative Liaison, Al aska Departnment of Fish &
Gane, offered that discussions have occurred and an official
position can be brought to the commttee, upon request.

CHAIR THOWPSON asked that a witten response be made to the
comm ttee.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN indicated that this is a policy issue

for the |egislature, providing a directive to the BOF,
regardl ess of whi chever position the departnment holds.
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6:01: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE STOLTZE indicated that there will be a large
nunber of Al askans who will testify on HB 20. He called for a
del i berative conmttee process for crafting the bill, and said
he would like to avoid an initiative process from constituents;
cautioning that pent up frustration surrounds the issue.

CHAI R THOWPSON announced that HB 20 woul d be hel d over.
The conmttee took a brief at-ease at 6:03 p. m

HB 181- COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG CREWVEMBER STATI STI CS

6: 03: 34 PM

CHAI R THOWSON announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 181, "An Act requiring the Departnment of Fish
and Gane annually to collect confidential information related to
days worked by commercial fishing crewrenbers and to conpile
statistical data."

6: 06: 18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  ALAN  AUSTERMAN, Al aska State Legislature,
speaking as the prime sponsor, paraphrased from the sponsor
st at enent which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :

Econom sts estimate that the Al aska seafood industry
is the largest private sector enployer in the state

In Novenber 2010, the Alaska Departnment of Labor
reported that the industry enployed at |east 53,500
wor ker s—ski ppers, crew and processing workers—at sone
point during ... during 2009. This nunmber is a best
estimate, though, because commercial fishernen, as
sel f-enpl oyed people, are outside of standard | abor
data collection. At present, data to describe the
wor kf orce of 20,000 crewrenbers who work in Alaska's
fisheries is alnobst non-existent. W cannot determ ne
whet her an individual crewnenber fished 5 days or 250
in a given year; whether he or she fished in a single
salnon fishery or in seven fisheries across five
regions of the state; on a single boat or on 10; or
whether he or she fished a single year as an
adventure, or is a 25-year veteran of the industry.
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State and federal fishery policy can have strong
i npact s—positive or negative—en enploynent in the
seaf ood industry. At  present, however, decision
makers have extrenely limted information that can
guide their policy direction with respect to the |abor
force in the fishing industry. They are asked to
formul ate resource policies that inpact the |argest
| abor force in Alaska, wthout the Dbenefit of
information on that |abor force. Tine and tinme agai n—
particularly in federal regulatory arenas-Al askans
have seen regul ati ons i npl enent ed t hat have
significant and deleterious inpacts on the seafood
i ndustry that could have been foreseen, mtigated, or
avoi ded had this information been in hand.

HB 181 is the result of five years of work by fishing
i ndustry participants, coastal nunicipalities, and the
Al aska Departnment of Fish and Gane to develop a
program and approach that addresses the policy needs
and interests of Alaskan fishernmen and conmmuniti es.
It establishes a pilot crew data programin the Al aska
Departnment of Fish and Gane. Sinple year end reports
from comercial fishing crew will provide information
on fishery participation through the course of the
year, and allow the departnment to Iink crewnenber data
wi th harvest data for aggregated statistical analysis.

HB 181 has a b5-year sunset. This provides the
Legi slature the opportunity to review the efficacy of
the program and ensure it neets the intended policy
goal s.

6: 08: 52 PM

ERIN HARRI NGTON, Staff, Representative Al an Austernman, Al aska
State Legislature, directed attention to the committee packet
and the report titled "Inproving Seafood Harvesting Labor Data,"
prepared for the Southwest Al aska Muinicipal Conference (SWAM)

and published in March 2007; the first conprehensive report to
establish the inportance of crewnenber data for policy nmaking

pur poses. She noted that the bill is an inportant step in
filling a significant information gap regarding Al aska' s |abor
force. Fi shermen are self enployed contract workers, reporting

incone to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on form 1099. The
self enployed status exenpts them from unenpl oynent insurance
reporting, which is Alaska's mmjor source for data of wvalid
enpl oynent . Thus, the Departnment of Labor & Workforce
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Devel opnent (DLWD) cannot include crewrenber statistics in
enpl oyment reports. As a result, it 1is not possible to
characterize the crewrenber work force regarding contributions
to Alaska's econony, which presents a major disconnect in the
system She referred to the previously naned handout, page 23

which nentions the ramfications that occur when nunicipalities
apply for certain federal prograns, but |lack the data indicating
the seasonal industry inpacts. Further, lack of this data
presents a challenge to communities performng conprehensive
pl anni ng processes.

6:17:35 PM

M5. HARRI NGTON expl ained that Section 1 adds a requirenent for
ADF&G to distribute a crew activity form to crewnenbers, when
practicable. Section 2 describes the new program one in which
crewrenbers would report fishing activity at year's end and

describe the ways in which they had participated. The
subsections establish: what information is to be collected;
ensures that information will be maintained as confidential and

used for statistical purposes only; names the agencies wth
which the information can be shared; allows rebuttal privileges
regarding the accuracy of the information collected; allows the
departnment to establish regulatory authority; and defines the
ternms used in the bill. She el aborated on the nmeaning of the
term"obligated to a vessel."

6: 23: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked, "Wy don't we require themto fil
the | og books out."

MS. HARRI NGTON i ndicated that it has been discussed but there is
stipulation that crewrenbers "shall" fill out |og books; it may
be an oversi ght.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON referred to the fiscal note narrative, and
suggested contracting with a private agency to handle the |og
books, rather than expandi ng bureaucracy.

6:25: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLER inquired how HB 181 will be enforced and
reporting handl ed.

M5. HARRI NGTON responded that ADF&G woul d be honing the process
over the next five years and the sunset date provides an
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opportunity for the legislature to review the effectiveness of
the program She indicated that enforcement would be handl ed
t hrough the regul atory process.

6:27: 22 PM

MARCUS HARTLEY, Vice President and Senior Econom st, Northern
Econom cs Consulting, stated support for HB 181, and said that
the need for crewrenber data has been a concern since the
establishment of the individual fishing quota (IFQ system At
the tine, estinates were nmade based entirely on assunptions
regardi ng how many crewrenbers might be on a particular type of

fishing boat. Accurate data still does not exist and anal ysis
of fisheries continues to be absent crewnenber information,
whi ch, he opined, if it existed, could prove to be hel pful. He

provi ded an anecdotal story regarding the convoluted process
that ensued when a U S Congressional award was nade to
conpensate fishermen damaged by a ruling. Not  havi ng
information on crewnenbers greatly inpeded the award process.
Al so, the lack of crewrenber data has an effect on the economc
analysis that is currently being undertaken to characterize
communities and which could be wused to support municipal
devel opnent s bei ng consi der ed.

6:32:45 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON noted that the accuracy of the information would
be inportant, and asked whether there is concern for exactitude
received fromresidents versus non-residents.

MR. HARTLEY stated his belief that both resident and non-
resident crewnenbers participate seriously in the fishing life
style, and would wunderstand the inportance of providing

information to support the activity. He acknow edged the
difficulty in arriving at a verifiable, enforceable, and
sinplistic system In response to a follow up question, he

suggested that a possible nmeans for enforcement of conpliance
woul d be to deny renewal of a crewrenber's |icense.

6:34:51 PM

ERIK O BRIEN, Menber, Southwest Alaska Muinicipal Conference
(SWAMC), stated support for HB 181, and said the organization
has worked for seven years to establish a neans for gathering
crewrenber information, which wll allow Dbetter economc
deci sions to be nade in nunicipalities.
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6:37:55 PM

JEFF REGNART, Director, Division of Conmercial Fisheries, stated
support for HB 181, and said that the state sells approximtely

20,000 crewnrenber |icenses annually, but fails to recoup any
information regarding the participation level of the |icensees.
Collection of the information will enable the state to nore

fully describe the contributions of commercial fishing to the
state's local economes, as well as provide valuable information
to policy and rul e nmaki ng bodies

6:39:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if collection of the data could be
acconpl i shed by contracting with the private sector.

MR. RECGNART replied that it could be possible; however, the
confidentiality issue may be a concern.

6:40: 31 PM

JULI ANNE CURRY, Executive Director, Petersburg Vessel Owner's
Associ ation, stated support for HB 181, and said the previous
attenpts to collect this information were net with opposition.
However, concerns have been addressed and the |ack of crewrenber
information is a gaping hole in Al aska' s enploynent statistics

not to nention the inability of the fishing industry to gather
an accurate picture of a nenber's presence in the state. To
illustrate the difficulty that can occur in tracking crewrenber
information, she offered that as a crewrenber, who also owns a
licensed boat, she is not required to purchase a crewrenber
i cense.

6:42: 25 PM

SHAWN DOCHTERMANN, Executive Director, Crewran's Association,
stated support for HB 181, and suggested a neans for collecting
the data via a swipe card system He suggested inserting
| anguage that fishing vessels, which deliver seafood products,
should be required to furnish crewnmen wth contract and
reconcil abl e settlenent sheets, which would address the issue of
crewrenbers not receiving contracts and appropriate settlenent
sheets for tax purposes. He offered to provide further
information regarding these issues to the conmttee.

6:45:12 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE M LLER asked whether accuracy night pose a
problem and what the general attitude m ght be anbng crewran
requested to fill out paperwork.

VR. DOCHTERVMANN stated his  belief t hat collecting the
information, as requested in the bill, may not be productive.
However, the alternative suggestion of using a sw pe card could
make it plausible. He said United Fisherman of Al aska did not
agree with having the sw pe card approach and, thus, the
suggestion died in the task force conmttee neeting.

6:47: 46 PM

MARK VI NSEL, Executive Director, United Fisherman of Al aska
(UFA), stated support for HB 181, and said that UFA has never
opposed collection of this data. He recalled that UFA offered
corments on a proposal that required a skipper generated | og
book, but which proved to have numerous probl ens.

6:49: 35 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN said questions would be circulated to
the commttee for future di scussion.

CHAI R THOWPSON announced that HB 181 woul d be hel d over.

6: 50: 46 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 6:51
p. m
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