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CHAIR STEVE THOWSON called the House Special Committee on

Fisheries neeting to order at 5:04 p.m Represent ati ves
Thonmpson, Austerman, Johnson, and Herron were present at the
call to order. Representatives Pruitt and Kawasaki arrived as

the meeting was in progress.

OVERVI EWN'S): Sportfish Sector

5:04: 32 PM

CHAI R THOWSON announced that the first order of business would
be an overview fromthe sportfish sector.

5:05:12 PM

Rl CKY  GEASE, Executive Director, Kenai River Sportfishing
Associ ati on (KRSA) , Kenai , Al aska, outlined hi s slide
presentation of the Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA),
and began by stating that the 25 year old association is a
501(c) (3) charitable non-profit, wth over 300 nenbers.

Fundrai sing events held throughout the sunmer include: t he
Kenai River Cassic, Kenai R ver Junior Cassic, and the Kenai
Ri ver Whnen's Event. During the last 15 years, over $10 mllion

has been raised and contributed to activities, which include:
river based conservation prograns; habitat restoration and
access prograns; ADF&G  cost share program for habi t at
restoration; angler access; fisheries mnagenent through the
Board of Fisheries (BOF) and related agencies; habi t at ,
fisheries and econom c research; and angler education. He said
that sportfishing is significant in Alaska, underscoring the
poi nt by establishing: the Kenai River is considered a world
class fishing destination, fishing supports a quality of life
for many Al askans, angling effort represents an inportant aspect
of the tourism industry, and sportfishing represents a mgjor

econoni ¢ engi ne. The nost recent Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Ganme (ADF&G) report, released in 2007, denonstrates the economc
scope of sportfishing in Al aska. He projected slide 7 to read

the statistics, which include:
$1.4 Billion Total Sportfishing Expenditures, Al
Angl ers
$733 MIlion from Residents (53 percent)
$652 M Ilion from Nonresidents (47 percent)
$123 MIlion Generated in State & Local Tax Revenues

Supported 15,879 Full & Part-time Jobs
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475,534 Licensed Anglers
Resi dent: 190, 644
Nonr esi dent: 284, 890

2.5 MIlion angl er days
Resident: 1.4 MIIlion days (56 percent)
Qui ded: 9 percent
Ungui ded: 91 percent

Nonresident: 1.1 MIlion days (44 percent)
Gui ded: 43 percent
Ungui ded: 57 percent

MR. GEASE continued to expand on the initial statistics wth
charts to indicate the days of sportfishing in Al aska by regions
and residency, expenditures by region, angler spending by
category, and average per day expenditures for trip-related
items only, including package trips by residents, non-residents,
and with fresh and saltwater effort distinguished. He pointed
out that the guided trips, in all categories generate
significantly higher daily spending, which wll be addressed
further regarding the developnment of a professional services
boar d.

5:14:27 PM

CHAIR THOWPSON asked whether the trip expense totals include
airfare.

MR. GEASE answered no, the figures do not include airfare to and
from Al aska; only expenses incurred while in the state.

5:14: 46 PM

MR. CGEASE said the KRSA was included as part of the governor's
transition, along with other entities involved with fish and
game interest. The team was asked to provide consensus
recommendat i ons, and seven primry poi nt s, for better
integration of business intelligence, were agreed upon, which he
outlined [original punctuation provided]:

Smart Managenent — | nvol ve Stakehol ders
Strategi c Pl anni ng
Program Eval uati on
| dentify Bottl enecks
Cust onmer Service
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Access & Infrastructure — Prioritize & Invest
Ensure Public Access to Fish, Gane & Recreationa
Resour ces
Strategic Planning Process with ADF&G DNR, DOT &
St akehol ders — Prioritized Projects List
Capital Budget — Like STIP, create a State Public
Access | nprovenent Program ( SPAI P)

Human Resources — Prioritize & Invest
Recruitnment & Retention of Key Permtting &
Scientific Staff is an Ever-1ncreasing
Concern in ADF&G DNR & DEC
Conpetition from Feds & Private Sector
Recogni ze Serious Nature of Issue
For mul at e Managenent Strategies

Digital Age — Prioritize & |Invest
Go Digital — Fisheries Data Collection Systens
Engage Private Sector Technol ogi cal Expertise

Wer ever Possi bl e:
| ncorporate Visual Learning Systens
| nvest in Fisheries Mdeling Systens

Economic Data & Analysis — Prioritize & |Invest

Conpr ehensive, real-tinme data collection &
anal ysis systens are |acking for
recreational, social & econom c values for
sport, personal use, subsistence &
commercial fisheries

Difficult to regulate & nanage for optinmal yields
of fishery resources w thout such data

Conpensat ed Real | ocati on — Hal i but
Train weck for SE Al aska coastal econony
Negative inmpacts commercial & guided sport
Feds: m nimal gui ded sport stakehol der i nput
Limted Entry Program & Catch Share Pl an — good
i ntentions, poor inplenentation
St at e Managenent Opti ons?

Pr of essi onal Sportfishing Gui de Services Board
Assure Al aska’s guided sport industry conpetes
favorably as a world class destination
Diligent oversight for sport fishing services
i ndustry — |Ii ke any prudent investnent
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Benefits of Industry Recognition & Regul ation
Logbook program — permanent, vital tool

5:20:21 PM

MR. CGEASE el aborated on the individual points. Smart nmanagenent
of Alaska's fish and ganme resources needs stakehol der
i nvol venent, which allows strategic planning to be inclusive of,
and Dbenefit from experienced entities representing state
di visions, federal agencies, and private interests. Program
eval uation, by these stakeholders, is inportant to identify the
managenment aspects users have found to be hel pful, neaningful

useful, and effective. Additionally, bottlenecks caused by
regul atory conpliance can be identified, through this process,
and governnent can be made nore efficient and effective in its

f ramewor k. The custoner service conponent should also be
considered a priority, and not be lost in the governance of the
resour ces. M. Gease addressed the topic of access and
infrastructure to stress the need for prioritizing and ensuring
access to the public [ands. Over tine, encroachnment has
hanpered access to nany areas. It was recommended that a
strategic planning process be established with the governnent
agencies to create prioritized project lists, which could then

be handled simlar to the STIP (Statewide Transportation
| mprovenent Program and State Public Access | nprovenent Program
(SPAIP); as established by the Departnment of Transportation
(DaT) . The legislature can then receive capital budget
recommendations assured that the proposed projects have been
t horoughly vetted, prioritized, and represent a strategic access
i nvest nent . Continuing to the next mjor topic, human
resources, he underscored the need for recruitnent and retention
of key permtting and scientific staff, with the state agencies;
Al aska Departnment of Fish & Ganme (ADF&G, Departnent of Natural
Resources (DNR), and Departnment of Environnental Conservation
(DEC) . The state no longer holds the conpetitive edge, for
filling these inportant positions, that it once enjoyed, but the
need for qualified individuals has risen with the increased
sporting effort.

5:22:40 PM

MR, CGEASE noved on to address the digital age and the
recommendations for converting the fisheries data collection
systens from paper based to technologically oriented. Hi s
poi ntes included: determne how to thoroughly enbed digital
technol ogy, particularly in terns of fisheries data collection
systens; adopt nentality of paperless data collection; engage
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private sector technol ogical expertise whenever possi bl e;
incorporate visual |l|earning systens; and invest in fisheries
nodel i ng systens in order to crunch | arge vol unes of data.

5:26:19 PM

MR. CEASE said a key thene energed based on the inportance of
econonm c data and analysis. There are twin constitutional
mandates for Alaska's resources: conservation and |ong-term
sustainability of resour ces, and t he optim zation of
recreational, social, and econom c val ues. In order to neet

t hese mandates conprehensive data collection and analysis is
required; a deficit in the current system The inplenmentation
of the digital e-landings system and the $.5 mllion dollar
investnment in the sportfishing survey, are steps in the right
direction which need to be expanded and built upon. When data
is lacking, a default occurs in the decision naking process, he
war ned.

5:29: 54 PM

MR. CGEASE continued to the halibut issue, pointing out that this
species is governed by federal regulation. He opined that
recent actions were a response to the harvest pressure from
sportfishing activity. A conpensated reallocation program is
recommended to provide a healthy econony for both the conmerci al
and sportfishing industries. A train weck has occurred in the
Sout heast Al aska coastal econony and both sport and commerci al

fisheries are struggling. The limted entry and catch share
prograns represented good ideas, but were poorly inplenented.
State managenent options were discussed, including the
devel opment of a professional sportfishing guide services board;
under consideration as SB 24. The concept is to ensure that
Al aska's guided sportfishing industry conpetes favorably
wor | dwi de. The state invests funds and resources and a board

woul d provide oversight of that investnment, and assure that the
industry is benefiting from the standards and regul ati ons being
established. The |og book program has proven to be a vital tool
for collection of data, and it was recomended to renove the
sunset clause from the source statute. He said that consensus
was brought to these recomendations, now being considered in
t he governor's office.

5:36: 01 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN asked for a fuller vision of the
proposed professional sportfishing guide services board, and
what to expect fromthe passage of SB 24.

MR. CEASE offered his wunderstanding that SB 24 pronotes two
concepts for industry recognition and accountability. The
intent is not to change how the guiding industry works, but to
provi de m ni mum st andards of operation.

5:38:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN agreed that industry accountability is
i mportant. Further, he acknowl edged the difficulty of
addressing the conbi ned sport and commercial fishing allocations
to nmeet both entities needs and not damamge the resource.

MR. CGEASE opined that the state has nmanagenent authority and
needs to remenber that the resources are to be nanaged for
optimzed vyield. Ther ef or e, it is crucial to have a
conprehensive, all enconpassing, understanding of the actual
nunbers. He conpared the state resources to a stock portfolio
which is diversified and changes over tine. An investment is
not made in only one area, and, as the population and tourism
has grown, nore use of the resource occurs. The gui ded
sportfishing effort is a val ue-added industry, which should work
in concert with the conmercial industry for smart, optinal
econonm c gains. He said one of the confusing aspects of the BOF
process is that a full, conprehensive picture of both industries
is not required, when presenting a proposal, and he questioned
the w sdom behind economic decisions nade by the board; save
subsi stence, which, in his opinion, is well managed.

5:42:55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN expressed frustration with the way in
which the legislature is limted in its ability to allocate
funding to the divisions. He expressed interest in passing

| egislation to solve the problem and provide sustainability of
the resource. The proposed board nay be the place to start, he
sai d.

5:44: 33 PM

CHAIR THOWPSON acknowl edged and thanked the associations
i nvol ved in the wounded warriors program

5:45:17 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noted that KRSA has stated that the sport
fishing industry is not recognized by the state, making it
subject to harnful laws and regulations. He asked for two
exanples to qualify this statenent.

MR. CEASE described what occurred at a recent BOF neeting in
Kodi ak. Nearly half of Kodiak's sport fleet will be affected

with the recent change in the halibut regulation, and thus, to
remain in business, these fishernen will gear up to target
sal non or other species. The BOF routinely uses time allotnent,
area restrictions, and fishing nmethods and nmeans to regulate
harvest levels. One of the fisheries that will be targeted, as
the fleet readjusts, is the slow growing rock fish. Expecti ng
this, the BOF reduced the bag and possession linmts of rock fish
in the Kodiak area. He said that it nmay have been a
conservation concern, but the only tool that the BOF used was
bag limts. He offered that a professional services board m ght

have provided options. Lacking a system that deals with the
gui ded fishing conponent, resident interests are affected by the
sanme sportfishing restrictions. The Kenai River is the nost
heavily sport fished river in the state. The largest mgjority
of sportfishing licenses are sold in the Kenai area. He said
that it's inportant for anglers to have the option to fish the
saltwater, and have a conparable experience. These conponents
all affect one another, I|ike a balloon being pushed. | f
saltwater fishing opportunities crater, nore pressure wll be

exerted on the already overcrowled freshwater areas of the
Kenai .

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked if the sportfishing industry
considers itself to be an orphan.

MR. CGEASE responded yes, and stressed the need to appropriately
address the effect t hat comer ci al fisheries have on
sportfishing, particularly regarding conservation and bycatch
i ssues. The North Pacific Mnagenent Council (NPMC) has 11
menbers, one of which is a public seat, but there is not a seat
for subsi stence.

5:52:12 PM
REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMVAN interjected that fishery councils, in
the southeastern United States, have seats specifically

designated for sport fishing representation, and asked whether
t hese nodel s have been di scussed.
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MR. CGEASE said the 1issue of council rmanagenent has been
di scussed, nost recently at the NOAA (National Cceanic &
At nospheric Adm nistration) recreational sportfishing summt,
held in Wshington, D.C., April 2010. The sticking point
appears to be a lack of econom c data. He opined that w thout a
t hor ough understanding of the economic contributions from each
sector, councils are asked to nake decisions and it beconmes a
gane of math. One concept brought forward at the summt was
that the allocation set point be based on econom cs, from which
variations my be allowed in order to optimze the econom es.
It could be considered that conservation builds healthy
comunities and econom es, but, he opined, in Al aska, a healthy
econony creates healthy conmmunities and is the bedrock to great
conservati on. Fi ni shing, he said, economes nust be built on
sportfishing effort, as well as the commercial sector.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN clarified that the NPMC is a federal

council, but 6 of the 11 nenbers are appointed by the Al askan
governor and, thus, control the process. |If action is taken to
change the council, it will conme from the governor's office or

the federal governnment; not the |egislature.
The committee took an at-ease from5:56 p.m to 5:58 p. m

HB 60- GEODUCK AQUATI C FARM NG SEED TRANSFER

5:58: 33 PM

CHAI R THOMPSON announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 60, "An Act relating to aquatic farm
permtting involving geoducks and to geoduck seed transfers
bet ween certified hatcheries and aquatic farns."

5:58: 38 PM
REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON, Al aska State Legi sl ature,

established that the premse of HB 60 is to prevent the Al aska
Department of Fish and Gane (ADF&G from citing the absence of

w | d geoducks as a basis to deny a geoduck farmng permt. He
then provided a three mnute video; illustrating the geoduck
speci es.

6: 02: 36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said HB 60 upholds all exi sting
mariculture farmng conditions regarding health, safety, and
transfer. Additionally, the bill permts sub tidal farmng in
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areas north of Alaska's southeastern region. Sub tidal farmng
will elimnate the concerns for interfering with existing uses,
such as subsistence, sport fisheries, and boat | andings.
Questions have also arisen specifically related to shellfish
farmng that occurs in Kachemak Bay, however, as a designated
critical habitat area, restrictions would prohibit geoduck

cul tivation. Anot her point of concern has to do wth the
esthetic of an area being used as a geoduck farm oyster farns,
for instance require a nyriad of buoys. He expl ained that the
sub tidal geoduck farmis not visible on the surface. Thus, the
areas where these farns are developed will receive an economc
benefit, with no visual inpact. Further, because of the water
tenperature, the geoduck wll not spawn in the cold northern
waters, which wll be helpful wth marketing, producing no
spawning stage bitter taste, as well as dispel introduced
speci es concerns. Mat ure, native geoduck will be collected in

the southeast region, transported to the Seward hatchery for
spawni ng purposes, and reared to seed in preparation for
introduction to a subtitle bed in waters north of Yakutat.
Currently, geoducks are only allowed to be farned where they
naturally occur, which generates concern for managenent of wld

and farnmed stocks in proximty to each other. Locating the
farmse north of Yakutat will elimnate these concerns. CGenetic
contam nation has been discussed, as well as the need to
mai ntain stocks only in larval drift zones where the species is
i ndi genous. However, there will not be genetic contam nation
given the described scenario. He provided specific, salient
points regarding this species, to wt: the geoduck industry

relies on clean water; geoducks dig down one inch a year to a
depth of three feet where they reside to maturity; these are not
mobile animals; as filter feeders, geoducks feed on plankton and
al gae; no reportable disease of transport significance has been
found; a nuddy/silt |andscape is the aninmals preferable habitat,
resulting in mniml disruption of habitat for other species;
and studies indicate the primary species that shares the sane
habitat are polychaetes, a segnmented worm whose nunbers appear
to increase with the introduction of geoducks. Representati ve
Seaton reviewed the farm ng nmethod and said it's good for Native
communities as harvest time is variable and would not interfere
with other activities/industry of a |ocal coastal econony. Wen
the geoduck is marketed, the farner can expect to receive $12-
$15 per pound. The bill retains the «current regulatory
protections regarding mariculture farmng, and testing for
paral ytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) is required.

6:11: 24 PM
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CHAIR THOWSON inquired about the timefrane for rearing a
mar ket abl e geoduck.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON responded five to seven years, depending
on the water tenperature; it nmay be longer in colder climtes.
He el aborated that, unlike oysters which are reared in hanging
bags requiring pull-out three times a year to perform various
cl eani ng tasks, geoducks seeds are not disturbed until maturity.
To a followup question, he stated his belief that geoducks w |
not reproduce in the colder <climte, but it wuld not
necessarily be a negative inpact should that occur.

6:14: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON inquired why geoducks are not found in
regions of the state outside of southeast, and asked if there is
a possibility that a natural popul ation would eventually occur.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON suggested that ocean currents, as well as
wat er tenperature, appear to restrict geoducks popul ations. The
natural range is from Puget Sound, through British Col unbia, and
into the southern aspect of Southeast Al aska.

6:15:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN conmented that HB 60 represents good
econoni ¢ devel opnent .

6: 15:59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE PRU TT asked whether controversy mght arise
regarding the introduction of a non-native species into various
areas of the state.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON assured the conmittee that introduction of
a species is of great concern. A thorough investigation has
indicated that this species will not prove to be problematic;
the rearing substrate does not conflict with other clam species,
and the restriction for inporting geoduck seed from outside of
state waters is not being overturned by HB 60.

6:19: 06 PM
REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN interjected that ADF&G has opposed this

concept, and may continue to object, based on the invasive
speci es concern.
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6: 20: 00 PM

SUE ASPELUND, Acting Director, D vision of Comrercial Fisheries,
stated that the division is neutral on HB 60, and noted that

precautionary policies are in place. Al t hough the departnment
has limted know edge regarding this species, she said due to
the lack of wld stocks and the mninal i kelihood of

reproduction, the passage of HB 60 appears to pose no
significant risks.

CHAIR THOWSON comented that the possibility of geoducks
becom ng an invasive species is perhaps the biggest concern.

6:21: 11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI asked what scientific background would
be required in the permtting process, particularly regarding
t he i nvasi ve speci es aspect.

M5. ASPELUND replied that there is an existing process nodel
that would be used, and deferred coment on the particular
details.

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI cited how various, costly, invasive
species situations have occurred, even when assurances were
given that it would be an inpossibility. He said that, although
reproduction is not expected to occur, he maintains concerns
that introducing a species could present unforeseeable problens.
Noting the speaker's previous statenment that ADF&G |acks in-
depth science/research to answer questions surrounding geoduck
i ntroduction, he said asked for further comment on introducing
this possibly invasive species.

M5. ASPELUND offered the theory that, due to an unidentifiable
reason, there is an ecological block keeping geoducks from
naturalizing in the Southcentral Gulf of Al aska. She i ndi cated
that a research project was begun, but not conpleted, in
Washi ngton  State, and maintained that the division is
confortabl e that geoduck will not represent an invasive species.

6:25: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI began to ask a question, acquainting the
pl acenent of Wwod bison, in the Fairbanks area, wth the
i ntroduction of geoducks on the Seward Peninsula, but retracted
the question stating that perhaps it would be better directed to
t he Departnent of Law (DQL).

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE -13- February 15, 2011



6:26:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVAN raised the possibility that geoducks
haven't al ways been resident to Sout heast Al aska.

M5. ASPELUND concurred with the possibility, and pointed out how
climatic changes have allowed pink salnmon runs to expand to the
Nort h Sl ope. She said further geoduck history can be provided
to the commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN st ated his assunption that geoducks did
mgrate to Al aska, and thus doesn't believe it will becone an
I nvasi ve speci es.

6:27: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN asked whet her there have been issues in
Sout heast Al aska regardi ng the presence of geoduck.

M5. ASPELUND sai d none has been report ed.
6: 28: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE PRUI TT presented a theoretical scenario of an
area, introduced with geoduck, and then beconming a protected
area, to ask how this type of situation would be handl ed; would
the renoval of geoduck be required, at what cost, and would
ot her measures be required.

M5. ASPELUND def err ed.
6: 30: 33 PM

JEFF HETRICK, Director, Alutiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery, stated
support for HB 60, and indicated that this provides an
opportunity for the hatchery to expand the custoner base and
allow alternative revenue streans; rearing geoduck seed wll be
| ucrative. How geoducks w Il behave in Southcentral waters is
not known, but he stated his belief that they will prove to be a
species that can be grown, won't reproduce, and will be easy to
manage.

6:32:43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN recalled that the hatchery warns the
sea water to encourage the geoducks to spawn and hatch.
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MR. HETRICK said it's necessary to maintain a higher tenperature
for prolonged periods. He opined that it is not plausible that
the bottom tenperatures, of the Southcentral waters, could
stinmul ate natural reproduction of geoduck.

6: 34: 02 PM

RCODCGER PAI NTER, Pr esi dent, Al askan Shel | fish G owers
Associ ation, stated support for HB 60, noting that this is the
third time this legislation has been brought forward and the
reasons for not passing it remain nebul ous. He agreed wth
Representative Austerman's statenent that geoducks migrated to
Sout heast Al aska, and cited the fluctuation in the various

Al askan fisheries to illustrate how dynamic the ocean
environment has been in recent decades. The currents of the
@ul f of Alaska (GOF) could be the reason that geoducks have not
popul ated Southcentral. He pointed out that Prince WIIliam
Sound once supported an abundance of razor clams; prior to the
1964 earthquake. Followng the trenors, the razor clans were
wi ped out and he suggested it would be good to reintroduce clans
to the substrate that still exists.

6:38:47 PM

W LLARD DUNNAM Mayor, City of Seward, stated support for HB 60,
indicating that it may provide stabilization for the hatchery,
whi ch has struggled through ups and downs. He reported that he
has dug horse clans, referred to today as geoducks, in two areas
of Resurrection Bay, out of Seward, in the 1940s and 1950s. The
eart hquake affected many changes in the clam popul ations and the
shrinmp, which at one tine supported five canneries around
Sewar d. He said he views the geoduck industry as a plus for
Al aska, and he urged passage of HB 60, w thout further hol dup.

6:43: 14 PM

PAUL FUHS stated support for HB 60, reported that the first
harvest of farned geoducks in Southeast has occurred, and passed
around narket sized clams; one and one half to two pound
ani mal s. He reviewed the conplete process: pur chase of seed
from the Seward hatchery; air shipnent to Southeast; hiring of
commercial divers to plant and harvest; contract with boat to
support divers; and finally delivery of product to the |ocal
processing plant - in this case, the Ketchikan Trident facility.
The clamm ng activity allows Trident to keep workers for |onger
periods of the year. Follow ng processing, the product is flown
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to Anchorage for packaging, and then sent to the markets of
China and Japan. He reported that, thus far, the conpany has
pl ant ed about 250,000 seed, but next year that wll be doubl ed;
perhaps as nmany as one mllion will be planted. The farmng
situation seens simlar to oysters, and should not pose any
pr obl ens.

6:46: 23 PM

DAVID OITNESS stated support for HB 60, and said he has been
involved in the shellfish industry on a nunber of occasions. He
appl auded the efforts of the sponsor for bringing this
opportunity to Al aska. Geoduck production represents a good
food source to have close at hand, as well as providing coasta
comunities econom c diversity.

CHAI R THOWPSON cl osed public testinony.

6:49:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERMAN st at ed support for passage of the bill.
6:49: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI expressed concerns that science is not
avai l able to back up introduction of this species. The proposed
| egislation states that the comm ssioner can't use the absence
of geoduck stock as a reason for disallowi ng the introduction of
seed, and, recalling that a previous version used the term "sol e
reason," asked the sponsor to comrent.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON opined that the reference could be
considered insignificant, and pointed out that five permtting
requi renents/conditions remain in the bill.

6:51: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI noted the conmment that the proposed
farmer hatchery may not significantly affect the fishery, and
there's appropriate science to back up it wup, and asked for
el aborati on.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON explained that the substrate inhabitants
and associ ated species of Southeast are simlar, to those of

Sout hcentral . It is difficult to determne why with simlar
habitats, geoducks would sonehow becone invasive in one region
and not the other. Geoducks appear in concert with the species
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mx of Southeast and it is fully expected that simlar

cohabitation wll occur further north. Nei ther w Il geoduck
beconme conpetitors with other clam species, which reside on high
energy beaches in alternative habitat. There is no real

indication that this animal will becone invasive, he finished.

6:53: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE AUSTERVMAN noved to report HB 60, 27-LS0318\ A out
of comittee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanying two zero fiscal notes. There being no objection,
it was so ordered.

6: 54: 24 PM

CHAI R THOWPSON announced the agenda for the next neeting.

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Special Committee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 6:55
p. m
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