1: 36: 57 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
February 28, 2012
1:36 p.m

Stoltze called the House Finance Conmittee neeting

to order at 1:36 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
Bill Thomas Jr., Co-Chair
Anna Faircl ough, Vice-Chair
Ma Costello

M ke Doogan

Bryce Edgnon

Les Gara

David Guttenberg

Reggi e Joul e

Mar k Neuman

Tamm e W1 son

Representati ve Craig Johnson; Erin Shi ne, Staff,
Representative Craig Johnson; Representative Alan Dick;
Cenevi eve Cook, teacher aid; Selina Eberson, Tlingit Elder,
Harbor View Elenentary; Alice Haldane, Hoonah, Al aska;
Beverly Faye Hugo, Cultural Teacher, Barrow Al aska; Marsh
Hotch, Tlingit speaker; Roby Littlefield, Tlingit teacher,
Sitka School District; Chrisann Justice, I|nupiaq Education
Departnment, North Slope School District; Edward Hotch,
parent; Paul Marks, GColdbelt Corporation, Juneau; Nancy
Dougl as, Sitka; Mark Hans Chester, Second G ade teacher,

JSD Seal aska Herit age;

Representati ve Cathy Minoz

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE
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Tom Westcott, President, Alaska Professional Firefighters;
Gorden Descut her, Executive Director, Alaska Fire Standards
Council; Jeff Tucker, Alaska State Fire Chiefs Association;
Annette Evans Smith, President & CEO Alaska Native
Heritage Center; Denise Mrris, President, First Al aska
I nstitute; Patri ck Ander son, Executive Director,
Chugachm ut; Byron Charles, Ketchikan; Jerry Ahw nona,
Norme, Al aska, District Chairman Republican Party

SUMVARY
HB 254 ALASKA NATI VE LANGUAGE COUNCI L

HB 254 was HEARD and HELD in committee for
further consideration.

HB 304 ALASKA FI RE STANDARDS COUNCI L
HB 304 was REPORTED out of conmttee with a "do
pass" recommendat i on and W th previ ously
publ i shed fiscal note: FN1 (DPS).

#hb304
HOUSE BI LL 304

"An Act relating to the nmenbership of the Al aska
Fire Standards Council ."

1: 37: 07 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze disclosed that there nmay be sone possible
changes to HB 254, therefore it would probably not |[|eave
the conm ttee today.

1: 38: 16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  CRAI G JOHNSON, conmmented that he had
introduced the bill at the request of fire departnents
t hroughout the state.

ERI N SHI NE, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE CRAI G JOHNSON, expl ained
that the bill makes reasonable changes to the Alaska Fire
St andards Council. The first change designhates an existing
seat to a nenber of the Alaska Professional Firefighters
Associ ation. The second change adds a seat for the Al aska
Fire Chiefs Association, and the third, reclassifies the
existing seat from a Firefighter Admnistrative Oficer to
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a nenber of the Alaska State Firefighters Association. The
mssion of the Alaska Fire Standards Council is to
establish professional standards for fire service personnel
and curriculum requirenents for the certification of the
training program Under HB 304, the governor appoints one
menber from each of the three associations to the Al aska

Fire Standards Council from a list of a least three
nom nees submitted by each association. The intent of HB
304 is to ensure that al | three associations are

represented on the Alaska Fire Standards Council and that
the nmenbers can speak with the full confidence of their
respective associations in council neetings.

Representative Doogan questioned what happens when all
twel ve nmenbers show up and want to vote.

Ms. Shine said that currently the board consists of eleven
nmenbers, but wll becone a twelve nenber board under the
bill. In the event that all twelve voting nenbers are
there, the Chair will abstain fromvoting.

1: 41: 54 PM

TOM WESTCOTT, PRESIDENT, ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL FI REFI GHTERS
(via teleconference), voiced his support for the bill. He
di scl osed that the Standards Council gave their support for
this legislation. The main goal is for it to be another
tool to assist the Standards Council in doing their job.

Representative GQuttenberg questioned M. Wscott on why the
| egi sl ati on was needed, what was the problem and how can it

be fixed. M. Wstcott answered that the bill designates a
seat for the Al aska Professional Firefighters on the Al aska
Fire Standards Council and insures there will always be a

representative on the board. The intent is for the position
to be a val uabl e addition.

GORDEN DESCUTHER, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, ALASKA FI RE STANDARDS
COUNCIL (via teleconference), testified in support of the
bill. The agreenent is that both positions would augnment
the council's ability to performits m ssion.

1:45:12 PM

JEFF TUCKER, ALASKA STATE FIRE CH EFS ASSOCI ATION (via
tel econference), supported the bill. The addition of the
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positions puts the three nmmjor state firefighting
associ ations on the standards council.

Co-Chair Stoltze CLOSED public testinony. He referred to
the fiscal note. He believed the funds were covering travel
expenses for the additional person.

Co-Chair Stoltze indicated he had worked to get the funding
for the bill. He expressed that it was inportant to have
standards for training, whether for volunteers or paid
positions.

Vice-chair Fairclough MOWED to report HB 304 out of
committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng fiscal note. There being, NO OBJECTIQN, it was
so ordered.

HB 304 was REPORTED out of commttee with a "do pass"”
recomendation and with previously published fiscal note:
FN1 (DPS).

1: 48: 35 PM
AT EASE

1: 49: 53 PM
RECONVENED

#hb254
HOUSE BI LL 254

"An Act establishing the Alaska Native Language
Preservation and Advisory Council and relating to the
preservati on, restoration, and revitalization of
Al aska Native | anguages."”

1: 50: 18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ALAN DI CK, spoke of the need for HB 254. He
signified that he and his wife Helen had adm nistered, for
three years, an endangered |anguage grant for the Al aska
Native Heritage Center. The program consisted of creating
| anguage | essons, video |anguage | essons, and an Athabaskan
| exi con. For decades the native people of Al aska have
indicated what is needed to provide for the healthiest
comunity and the people have enphasized that |[|earning
their language is a fundanental foundation for this
inprovenent. He informed that built wthin each native
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| anguage are connections that cannot be easily translated
or understood in English. He contended that the reason for
teaching the native |anguage outside of the hone is to get
better at it in the same way that English is taught in the
schools. He reiterated the past history of the native
peopl e of Alaska when they were forbidden to speak their
| anguage. He opined that validation fromthe state and the
school system is needed in preserving native |anguages. He
spoke of t he vari ety of | anguages and gr oups.
Representative Dick pointed out the five main different
cultural areas in Alaska. The bill asks for a council to
di scuss the nodern day issues that have to do with |anguage
restoration. Ten years from now the conversation will not
be possible because the native speaking elders are passing
away. He conplinented the docunentation of the |anguages by

the University of Alaska Fairbanks by brilliant |inguists,
but the bill concerns itself nore wwth the restoration and
revitalization of the | anguages. Representative Dick

favored the three year sunset. He al so spoke of the counci
being able to take advantage of new technol ogy and software
to revitalize | anguages.

1:57:56 PM

Representative Dick expressed his hope that the counci
will provide w sdom and a concrete product to guide in
| ater decision nmaking and that the |egislative body wll
acknow edge the inportance of the bill.

Co- Chair Thomas opined that, although he is enthusiastic
about the concept, he did not believe anything was gained
leaving it with the Departnment of Education. He remarked
that it could really work wth a native organization
already providing the information. He believed the program
would be bound for failure if it is in Departnment of
Education. He continued that under the bill, the people in
charge would not be Al aska Native speakers. He suggested
the program be turned over to First Alaskans wth a
possible tax credit to help fund it. H's concern is putting
on another state enployee who would not get anywhere with
the program He suggested that possibly an oil conpany
could help fund the project.

Representative Dick indicated that he welconed any friendly
amendnent .
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Co-Chair Thomas signified that the right people in charge
could do a better job.

2:00: 28 PM

Representati ve Edgnon agreed with many of the coments. He
directed a question to Co-Chair Thomas and asked if his
idea was for the bill to go forward as it is, but wth a
different funding source.

Co-Chair Thomas indicated that changes could be made with
the sponsor. He argued that the goal is to preserve Al aska
Native |anguages and put it into the hands of people who
al ready know how to speak them First Al askans is set up to
be an educational arm of the Al aska Native peopl e.

Representative Edgnon disclosed his need to get a better
understanding of the bill. He believed both Co-Chair
Thomas's idea and the bill had nerit. Co-Chair Stoltze
agreed on the fiscal concerns and how it is funded.

2:03: 24 PM

Representative Gara expressed that he |iked the concept,
but in relation to the fiscal note, he was worried about
many good people doing a lot of work that ends up getting

di sregarded. The way the bill is witten, people will work
on the recommendations, and then nothing has to happen. It
is alnost like a task force. He conmented that it should

not take experts long to conme up wth a |anguage
preservation policy. He suggested that after the programis
conplete, a "Shall" should be added to inplenent a plan or
a program He pointed out the bill now lacks the "Shall"
portion which is necessary to nake sure sonethi ng happens.

Represent Dick appreci ated Representative Gara's insight.

Representative Joule spoke that he would like to revisit
the issue of a person from the Bush Caucus being appointed
to the council. As a legislator he has tried to be a bridge

fromrural to urban Al aska. He suggested that someone from
the legislature who has an interest in the issue or soneone
who questions the issue should be involved. He signified
the need for a broader base of support of people who have
an interest or <could be engaged to give a broader
per specti ve.
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Co-Chair Stoltze agreed.

Vice-chair Fairclough stated that she |iked Representative
Joule's coments and agreed with the inportance of reaching
out to those in the legislature who may not be supportive.
| f those individuals could be reached, it could create a
momentum for the project. She declared that passionate

people involved in an issue can nmake a difference. |If
Representative Dick wants the state do sonething, chanpions
will be needed from both legislative bodies to make it
happen.

2:09: 00 PM

ANNETTE EVANS SMTH, PRESIDENT & CEO ~ ALASKA NATIVE
HERI TAGE CENTER (via teleconference), spoke in her native
| anguage. She communi cated that many believe the DNA of a
culture lives within the |anguages. The |oss of a |anguage
brings about the loss of vast amounts of traditional
know edge. The indigenous |anguages of Alaska mnake the
state unique and offer a glinpse into thousands of years of
history. It is critical to take proactive neasures now to
strengt hen | anguages whil e | anguage speakers in each of the
Al askan cultural groups still exist. Evidence exists that
i ndi genous children with strong linguistic and cultural
background are nore academically successful. Languages
provide a strong cultural identity and strong sense of
self. The Alaska Native Heritage Center's award w nning
progranms have seen successes many tines. Language | earning
produces a stronger cultural identity and self-esteem She
enphasi zed that because governnent has played such a
powerful role in the decline of native |anguages, it is
reasonable to expect they can play a role in restoring
t hose | anguages. She thanked Representative Dick and
Representative Munoz for sponsoring the bill.

Vice-chair Fairclough noted that in reviewing the Al aska
Native Heritage Center's mssion, it has been suggested
that the First Alaskans mght be a better place for this
conversation. Ms. Smith agreed with the intent of the bil
and agreed support for the panel would live well within the
Al askan Native Heritage Center and their m ssion.

2:14: 27 PM

DENISE MORRI'S, PRESIDENT, FIRST ALASKA |[INSTITUTE (via
tel econference), supported the bill. She extended a thank-
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you to the sponsors and co-sponsors of the bill. First
Al askans Institute is st at e-wi de non- profit Native
organi zation for advancing and shaping decisions that
affect their lives. Revitalization of native |anguage
learning is inportant for the restoration for the health
and wel |l -being of communities of Alaska. Al [|anguages have
a hone and Alaska is the honme of many indigenous native
| anguages. The | anguage exists nowhere else in the world

She expressed that there had been sone discussion on the
make-up of the panel and the inportance of having Al aska
native speakers on it. She also enphasized that there are
entire generations of Al askans who do not know their native
| anguage, but are critically involved in teaching and
advanci ng Al aska Native | anguage revitalization.

2:19: 01 PM

PATRI CK  ANDERSON, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, CHUGACHM UT (via
tel econference), supported the bill. He explained that his
consortium consisted of seven tribes from Prince WIIiam
Sound and the |lower Cook Inlet regions. He believed it is a
race against time to preserve and restore his areas nmjor
| anguage, Sugcestun. The native village of Eyak lost their
race to preserve and restore their |anguage when its |ast
native speaker passed away in 2008. In 2008 there were
forty eight fluent Sugcestun speakers in the region, today
there are only thirty five. Sone adults can wuse the
| anguage, but are not fluent. He spoke of the young people
in the 1950s sent to mssion schools and literally had
their |anguage beaten out of them As a result he did not
live with native parents who were able to speak their
native |anguages. He stressed that there is a very short
time to restore the |anguage. He reported that in his
region there are three fluent speaking teachers certified
by the state of Al aska. The school districts of Alaska do
not see the inportance of teaching native |anguages in the
school; therefore the teachers are only working outside the
schools. He agreed with the question of resources and found
that funding has always been tight. He appreciated
Representative Dick's efforts to support the |[|anguage
council. There needs to be advocates for the bill in the
| egi sl ature and the adm ni stration.

2:25: 53 PM
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BYRON CHARLES, KETCH KAN (via teleconference), introduced
himself in the Tlingit |anguage. He comented that the
dialects of the Tlingit people are different throughout
Sout heast Al aska. He spoke of the inportance for young
people being able to speak and understand it. The elders
are often sad because they know the young try, but find it

difficult. It is nmuch easier to teach a |anguage at a
younger age. He supported the bill and agreed that the best
resources are the elderly people still alive today.

Co-Chair Stoltze acknow edged Co-Sponsor Representative
Cat hy Munoz in the room

2:29: 27 PM

GENEVI EVE COOK, TEACHER AID, spoke in her native |anguage
and testified in support of the bill.

SELINA EBERSON, TLING T ELDER, HARBOR VIEW ELEMENTARY,
voi ced her support of the bill. She noted that she is a
fluent speaker of her Tlingit |anguage. Wen she was young
she was forbidden speak, dance or sing. She asserted that
the native people have been hurt and all they are asking
for is some help from the state to carry |anguage, dance
and song back so children can know who they are. The bil
neans very nuch to her. The Alaska Native Sisterhood and
Br ot herhood donated when they could to help wth the
preservation and educating the children. She wanted to see
t he native | anguages alive 100 years fromtoday.

2:33: 32 PM

ALI CE HALDANE, HOONAH, ALASKA, supported the bill. She
pointed out that she works in Gacier Bay as a cultural
intern and is often asked why the native |anguages were
taken away from them She stated she wants to see it all
come back so the people can have their pride back

BEVERLY FAYE HUGO CULTURAL TEACHER, BARROW  ALASKA
encouraged support for the bill. She spoke in her native
| anguage. She indicated that her group had been invited by
the Tlingit and Haida to provide tools to help them build
up their |anguage program She felt fortunate to have been
grounded in her |anguage by the tinme she left hone. She
expressed that it has been hard to maintain her cultural
identity. She informed that some professors at the
university were clueless about her cultural heritage and
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| anguage and declared that no one has the right to ask
others to lose their culture and |anguage. Native people
should not have to give up their identity or personhood.
She believed the legislature had a responsibility to serve
t he peopl e.

2:38:42 PM

Representative WIson thanked Ms. Hugo for her teaching.

Representative Joule stated that he had the privilege of
visiting Ms. Hugo's class in Barrow and was anazed at her
achi evenent s.

MARSH HOTCH, TLING T SPEAKER, voiced her support for the
bill. She began in her native |anguage and reveal ed she
t eaches her | anguage. She thanked the sponsors of the bill.
Ms. Hotch |earned her |anguage while being raised by her
grandparents, but related that when she went to school her
parents were told they could only speak English in the
home. Her parents wanted the best for their daughter, but
her parents did not speak English very well and the house
becanme silent. Her grandnother wondered what would happen
to her granddaughter's grandchildren when they did not know
who they were. She stressed the inportance of young people
learning their language and related a story of one young
man and the difference in his behavior and deneanor when
speaking his |anguage and knowing his culture. She wants
the |anguage preserved and placed inside the soul of the
young.

2:49: 00 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze handed the gavel to Co-Chair Thonas.

2:50: 23 PM

ROBY LI TTLEFIELD, TLING T TEACHER, SITKA SCHOOL DI STRICT,
testified first in the Tlingit |anguage. She |earned
Tlingit from her father-in-law after her marriage. Seal aska
Heritage has provided teaching classes for fluent speakers
and their apprentices. She expressed strong feelings about
what needs to be done to keep native |anguages alive. She
poi nted out that docunenting and preserving the |anguage is
not enough to keep it alive. She talked of the need for
cul tural and acadeni c | anguage st andar ds. Cul tural
awareness is for all people in Al aska, not just the Al aska
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Native, but she acknow edged it is hard to do without
support. The Al aska Native Heritage Curriculum needs to be
taught in the schools and valued in the state. It helps to
make the state special. She remnded that tinme is short as
nati ve | anguage speaking el ders are rapidly passing away.

2:58:18 PM

CHRI SANN JUSTI CE, | NUPI AQ EDUCATI ON DEPARTNMENT, North Sl ope
SCHOCL DI STRICT, supported the bill. She indicated that she
works with the Inupiagq teachers to develop materials that
are used in their classes to teach the |[|anguage. She

di vulged and that she was raised bi-lingual, bi-cultural
not in Al aska, and that experience hel ps her understand the
i nportance  of | anguages in helping people identify

t hensel ves. She declared how shocked she is when neeting
educat ed people who do not understand the inportance of the
revitalization of native | anguages.

3: 00: 36 PM

EDWARD HOTCH, PARENT, supported the bill. He acknow edged
the bill is not a cure-all, but does provide a foot hold.
After years of being told they could not speak their native
| anguage in school, the nove will allow it conme back.
El ders are being lost daily; there has been a loss of half
the Tlingit speakers over the past year. He discussed a
previous big push to have English-only in public schools,
but it is inportant for children to learn where they cone
fromand to know their own |anguage. He discussed Elizabeth
Peratrovich Day and related a story regarding a teacher who
said celebrating that day was a waste of her tinme and tore
up the news flyer announcing the day. He explained that
everything Elizabeth Peratrovich had fought for was torn

away by the teacher's words. The bill is not a cure-all,
but would provide Al aska Natives wth a step forward. He
believed it was inportant to understand that the bill would

not just help Al aska Natives, but would also help Al aska as
a state. He worked with CGoldbelt Heritage to get the native
| anguages taught in the schools, but the nessage was sent
that native |anguage teaching was neither worth the tine or
effort. He thanked the comnmttee for its support.

3:05:40 PM

Co- Chair Thomas rel ated a personal story about his nane.
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PAUL MARKS, GOLDBELT CORPORATION, JUNEAU, thanked the
committee and spoke in Tlingit. He told a personal story
about growing up with Tlingit spoken in the hone. Wen he
started school, he becane confused by the western foreign-
thinking system He thinks in Tlingit. Mst of the people
he nanmed in his story were no longer living. His older
sister published a book that told a story about their lives
as children. His sister was hidden in the bow of the famly
boat when she was little to prevent the federal marshals
from taking her away to learn the English |anguage. The
bill would help the Alaska Native regain their dignity and
it would be a big feather in the hats of the conmttee
menbers to help Alaska Natives with its support.

3:12: 08 PM

M. Marks continued to discuss the nerits of |earning and
understanding the Tlingit |anguage. He restated that the
bill would help Natives regain their dignity and help their
children be proud. He stressed that Al aska Natives needed
t heir | anguage back and urged the support of the commttee.

3:13: 47 PM

NANCY DQOUGLAS, SITKA, grew up wth a Tlingit nother who
spoke the language. She stated that she has created
opportunities to learn the |anguage working with elders in
Sitka and told stories of her experiences to |earn. She had
an opportunity to be a student learning to be a teacher.
She was asked to create a program to teach the Al aska
Native culture and |anguage in the Juneau school district.
The elders want the voices of their ancestors to be heard
across the | and.

Representative Gara tal ked about the English-only |aw. When
he first arrived in Alaska, he felt the need to respect
t hose who were here thousands of years before him so when
the English-only law passed, he worked with the Native
Arerican Rights Fund to challenge that law Part of |aw
said that the native |anguage could not be spoken during
traditional village neetings. That was offensive to him A
bill Iike HB 254 cannot nmake up for what has happened in
the past, but it helps to turn the curve and gain ground
from what has been lost in the past.

3:18: 04 PM
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Co- Chair Thomas conmented on a personal story.

JERRY AHW NONA, NOVE, ALASKA, DI STRI CT CHAI RVAN REPUBLI CAN
PARTY (via teleconference), supported the bill. He
commented that he was raised speaking his native |anguage,
but in elenentary school he was forced to |l earn English. He
studied the encyclopedia to learn the English |anguage
forgetting nost of his own culture and | anguage. He | earned
what words neant in English.

3:22: 04 PM

MARK HANS CHESTER, SECOND GRADE TEACHER, JSD SEALASKA
HERI TAGE, grew up learning English. He did not start
studying Tlingit until he went to college. He expressed the
inmportance of the bill in the eyes of the elders. It is
just as inportant for his generation and those generations
to come. The bill mght allow native speakers throughout
the state to collaborate together. Each |anguage is very
different from the other and new ideas mght be inspired
from each other. There were four to five hundred native
speakers when he started to |earn the |anguage, now sixteen
years later, there are less than one hundred. He believed
that anything the state can do to put back what was taken
away w |l help.

Co-Chair Stoltze talked about the native village of
Eukultna in his district and the industrial school that
once was there. He declared how pleased he was to have the
opportunity to help rectify the past and step in the right
di rection.

Representative Joule interjected that the word to use is
"heal i ng. "

Co-Chair Stoltze thanked all that partici pated.

HB 254 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

3:29:13 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 3:29 PM
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