5:33: 30 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
April 17, 2011
5:33 p.m

Stoltze called the House Finance Conmittee neeting

to order at 5:33 p.m
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5:33:37 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze noted the bill's history in conmttee.

Vi ce-chair Fairclough MOED Conceptual Anmendnent 1. She
believed the legislation should be tied to the price of oil
at $150.00 per barrel for three nonths, from August through
Cct ober .

Co-Chair Stoltze OBJECTED. He spoke against the anendnent.
He felt attaching a blackmail provisions to a bill was bad
public policy.

Vi ce-chair Faircl ough W THDREW Conceptual Anendnment 1

Co-Chair Stoltze referred to previous discussion about the
fiscal note. He queried previous concerns about the issue.

Co-Chair Thonmas referred to a past discussion about
consi deration of contingency |anguage to provide half the
funding first and give later authorization if nore noney
was needed.

Co-Chair Stoltze did not recall the discussion.

5:36:25 PM

Co- Chair Thomas asked about discussion concerning putting
| anguage into the operating or capital budgets to authorize
t he spendi ng.

JAY LIVEY, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE HOFFMAN, did not recall
the discussion during the hearing for the legislation. He
expl ained that the noney for the programwas in two places.
One was federal noney through the operating budget, and the
ot her was through general funds in the operating budget. He
pointed out that the bill would not affect the anount of
noney appropriated for the program but would allow the
departnment to prorate if there was not enough federal noney
avai l able. The amount needed could also depend on the
nunber of peopl e applying and ot her factors.

Co-Chair Thomas asked what would happen if the federal
funds did not cone in. M. Livey responded that one of the
reasons for the bill was to enable the departnent to figure
out at the beginning of the year how nmany applicants there
woul d be and nmuch noney was avail al be. The departnment could
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then figure out how nuch noney to continue paying

i ndi vi dual s unti | t he | egi sl ature coul d neet and
appropriate nore noney or until additional federal funds
cane.

M. Livey enphasized that without the bill, the departnent

would not be able to prorate the heating paynments if
federal funds were significantly reduced. The departnent
woul d continue to pay benefits through Novenber or Decenber
and the noney would be gone. Recipients would then be cut
off in January until nore federal noney came in or until
the legislature net and acted on the issue. The bill would
allow the departnent nore flexibility in admnistering the
program

Co-Chair Stoltze added t hat there was addi ti onal
uncertainty because of the unpredictability of fuel prices.
M. Livey agreed that fuel prices were going up. In
addition, there was still a lot of wuncertainty about the
f ederal budget.

Representative WIson believed people could apply for the
programin Cctober and all the way through April. She asked
whet her the departnment would use the previous year's
nunbers to figure out how many people usually applied so
that they woul d have noney for people who did not begin the
programuntil January or February.

5:39:33 PM

M. Livey replied that the departnent had to mnmeke an
estimate each year about how many applications were
expected. The program has been in place for |ong enough
that the departnent had a good idea how many applications
to expect; it was able to calculate approxinmtely how nuch
noney was needed. He acknow edged that the program could
run short of funds at the end of the vyear if the
estimations were wong, but generally the nunbers were
cl ose.

Representative Edgnon MOWED to report SB 102 out of
committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.
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SB 10 was REPORTED out of Conmmittee with a "do pass”
recommendation and wth attached previously published
fiscal note: FN1l, DHS

Co-Chair Stoltze discussed scheduling.

5:41: 36 PM
RECESSED

#
ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 11:45 PM
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