2:12: 49 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
April 7, 2011
2:12 p.m

Stoltze called the House Finance Conmittee neeting

to order at 2:12 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representati ve

ALSO PRESENT

Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair

Bill Thomas Jr., Co-Chair
Anna Faircl ough, Vice-Chair
Ma Costello

M ke Doogan

Bryce Edgnon

Les Gara

David Guttenberg

Reggi e Joul e

Tammi e W1 son

M ke Hawker (Alternate)

Les Morse, Deputy Comm ssioner, Departnent of Education and
Early Devel opnent; D ane Barrans, Executive Director,
Post secondary Education Division, Departnment of Education

and Early

Devel opnent ;

M ke Hanl ey, Comm ssi oner,

Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent.

SUWARY

HB 104 ALASKA PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHI PS
HB 104 was HEARD and HELD in comm ttee for
further consideration.

HB 206 EXTEND ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BQARD
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HB 206 was REPORTED out of commttee with a "do
pass” recomendati on and wi th acconpanyi ng
anmended fiscal note.

#hb206
HOUSE BI LL NO. 206

"An Act relating to the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board; and providing for an effective date."

2:13: 53 PM

Vi ce-chair Fairclough MOVED to ADOPT Conceptual Amendnent
1

Representative WIlson OBJECTED for purpose of discussion.

Vi ce-chair Fairclough encouraged the new Al coholic Beverage
Control Board to be sure that the one year extension of the
board was held in conpliance.

Representative WIson WTHDREW her OBJECTION. There being
no further objection it was so ordered.

Co-Chair Stoltze stated that the one fiscal from the House
Finance Conmttee would be altered to reflect the one year
ext ensi on.

Vice-chair Fairclough MOVED to ADOPT HB 206 (FIN) as
anmended Wi th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal note. Seeing NO OBJECTION it was so
or der ed.

HB 206 was REPORTED out of commttee with a "do pass”
recommendati on and wi th acconpanyi ng anended fiscal note.

2:16: 24 PM
AT EASE

2:17: 28 PM
RECONVENED

#hb104
HOUSE BI LL NO. 104

"An Act renamng the Al aska performance scholarship
and relating to the scholarship and tax «credits
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applicable to contributions to the schol arship;
est abl i shing the Al aska per f or mance schol arship
investnment fund and the Al aska performance schol arship

award fund and relating to the funds; maki ng
conform ng anmendnments; and providing for an effective
date."

2:17:57 PM

LES MORSE, DEPUTY COWMM SSI ONER, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND
EARLY DEVEL OPIVENT, and M KE HANLEY, COW SSI ONER
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON and EARLY DEVELOPMENT i ntroduced
t hensel ves.

Comm ssioner Mirse stated that two years prior there was a
curriculum for rural Alaska that was less than what he
hoped would be offered in the future. He felt like there
woul d be nore opportunities for children, if they focused
on innovation and change.

Co-Chair Stoltze stated that it was the legislature's
intention to conplete a neasure that reached consensus and
the goals of the adm nistration

2:19: 04 PM

Representative Gara wondered why there was not an
alternative approach for those people that did not have
access to the courses. He wunderstood the need for the
different types of financial aid, but if there would be
st andar di zed testing or post - gr aduati on at t endance
requirenents for students from unconventional education
backgrounds. Comm ssioner Mrse stated that if the courses
were not offered across the state, then there was a
problem He stated that there was a two-year transition
period, and he was confident that all the schools wll be
able to offer the requirements. He stated that the
graduation requirenents included two years of nmath and two
years of science. He explained that the Perfornance
Schol arship application for the current year only required
five total credits, and the follow ng year would be seven
credits, and so on. He stated that he would advocate for a
continued grace period, if all students did not have the
opportunity to take those credits.

2:22:49 PM
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Representative Gara stressed that he wanted to neet al
those requirenents. He stated that he has heard different
things from Co-Chair Thomas and from school districts. He
surm sed that Comm ssioner Mrse was stating that schools
were on the verge of offering the courses, and he felt I|ike
that was inaccurate. He saw adding to the curriculum also
required a renoval of other progranms. Commi ssioner Morse
replied that their information canme from superintendents,
but recognized challenges in the districts. He felt that
t he courses and progranms coul d be devel oped.

2:24:33 PM

Representative WIson requested specific data from each
district regarding their needs for prograns, and al so what
progranms were already available. Comm ssioner Mrse agreed
to provide that information

2:26: 12 PM

Co-Chair Thomas wondered why the University requires
remedial math, if they were able to take the course in
college. He also queried the high school graduation rates
across the state. Comm ssioner Mdrse agreed to provide that
i nformation.

2:29: 04 PM

Representative Gara stressed that colleges needed the
curriculumthat was focused on renedial |earning.

2:30: 35 PM

Representative Wlson if the students were required to pay
back the loan if they did not conplete college. D ANE
BARRANS, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, POST- SECONDARY  EDUCATI ON
DI VI SION, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and EARLY DEVELOPMENT
replied that it would be a schol arship and woul d not becone
a loan if there was not conpletion of wuniversity. She
stated that it was inportant for the programto run for two
years, and it was inportant for good information be
provided for the students and famli es.

2:33: 11 PM

HB 104 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.
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#
ADJ QURNVENT

2:34: 15 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 2:34 PM
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